
 

   

Once again, the summer has flown past.  It will be great to see so many of you again at 
the upcoming meeting.  I've taken over the role of physical education and kinesiology 
bibliographer at SUNY Cortland, so my start to the semester has been more harried than 
usual - but it always comes as a surprise, doesn't it? 

It's appropriate to begin with what's foremost on most of our 
minds: the SUNY budget situation.  Saying that we were 
surprised by the budgetary situation is an understatement.  
Both the plans of former Governor Spitzer and the 
recommendations of the New York State Commission on 
Higher Education were set aside in favor of budget cuts at the 
beginning - and possibly at the middle - of this fiscal year.  
Although our collections budgets at Cortland have not been 
affected yet, new restrictions on travel and departmental 
expenditures are making it harder to carry out our mission.  
I'm sure that a great many plans and initiatives that we were 
considering at our campuses last year have no doubt gone on 
indefinite hiatus.   

Where does SUNYLA fit into this?  Many of our own 
organization's projects - including our attempts to create a 
digital library and obtain equity - seem farther away now, 
though important work needs to be done on both.  Nonetheless, SUNYLA still plays a vital 
role in the careers of librarians across the system.  I encourage our delegates to 
advertise our professional development grants and conference scholarships, and I'd like 
to see our members taking advantage of our committees and listservs for professional 
development and service opportunities.  We have so much to offer our members - and we 
can always do more - we need to remember that. 

With that in mind, and to follow up on Joe's excellent work last year, I will request at this 
next meeting that each officer and standing committee chairperson examine "A Manual of 
Duties and Responsibilities" for their particular area and pass on written 
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recommendations as to whether these reflect the organization's bylaws and how it works 
today.  I'd like this done with an eye toward what we can do to make ourselves more 
relevant and serve our membership. 

At our last meeting, Joe had asked me to preside over a task force to create a conference 
to examine a "Library of the Future."  Given the scrutiny that travel expenditures are 
undergoing on many campuses at this time, I am reluctant to call for a conference at this 
time.  I'd like to change the focus of the task force to examining ways to solicit ideas from 
our membership and share those with the other stakeholders in this discussion.  If you 
know of anyone who would be valuable in these discussions - especially serials librarians - 
please let me know; I'd like to expand this task force beyond the usual collection of faces. 
This isn't to say that I think a conference isn't possible, but I'd like us to begin the 
conversation on a broader level. 

I want to thank our outgoing officers - Joe Petrick, Marianne Hebert, and Darryl Coleman - 
for their distinguished service to this organization, and our incoming officers - Logan Rath, 
April Davies, and Angela Weiler - for stepping up to the challenge.  Also, I want to thank 
everyone who worked so hard to make the 2008 conference at Potsdam a success.  I also 
would like to thank our delegates for their continued hard work and service.  I'd also like to 
thank anyone who I missed in those last few sentences. 

I'd like to turn over the remainder of the time allotted to the president's report to Kimberly 
Davies Hoffman to present the report of the Membership Enthusiasm and Outreach 
Workgroup.  She and her group were requested to assess the reasons why people 
participate in SUNYLA, and her findings have considerable impact for the future of this 
organization. 

 

 
Working to make  
SUNYLA stronger 

The Membership Enthusiasm and Outreach Working Group (MEOW) 

 
Within the past year, SUNY library staff has undoubtedly heard 
mention of the ad hoc committee with the strange name 
(MEOW) and its ambitious goals.  The Membership Enthusiasm 
and Outreach Working Group was formed in the summer of 2007 
based on mounting concern that a seemingly decreasing level of 
membership involvement was affecting the overall health of 
SUNYLA.  A past president and two chairs of the Membership 
Development Committee (one past; one present) devised an 
idea to gather a group of interested individuals willing to 
investigate the issues. 
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One year later, the eighteen members of MEOW have engaged in the following activities: 
 

• An informal poll of the Executive Council listserv to identify issues of membership 
inactivity/apathy 

• A brainstorming discussion at the September 2007 MEOW meeting to further pinpoint 
areas of concern 

• An online survey sent to all SUNY librarians and many SUNY library staff - created, 
distributed, and analyzed by MEOW members 

• A SUNYLA conference presentation that reported on MEOW's findings and opened up 
the discussion to audience members 

• A final conference call meeting with MEOW members to synthesize the key areas of 
concerns and develop recommendations based on SUNYLA membership feedback 

The culmination of these projects is a final report summarizing MEOW’s findings and 
offering recommendations that SUNYLA consider in an 
effort to revitalize this unique library organization that 
works for all of us.  The report was delivered to 
SUNYLA’s Executive Council at their September 19 
meeting and members participated in a breakout 
activity whereby each of the five themes categorizing 
MEOW’s recommendations were reflected upon as to 
their potential gain and implementation for increased 
levels of membership engagement within the 
organization.   

Resulting from examination of the report and 
involvement in the ensuing breakout activity are a few 
action items that members of SUNYLA will soon see go 
into effect, whether in the form of participation calls on SUNYLA-L or in the development 
and marketing of new programs and opportunities.  Among these are: 

Increased attention paid to the way campus delegates are elected, welcomed, and 
trained for their representative role 

Advanced scheduling for SUNYLA meetings and events, paying particular attention to 
the need for a variety in host locations 

Better organization and documentation of the annual conference planning process 
Greater opportunities for SUNYLA members to get together in various locations around 

the state, whether through meetings, workshops, or social gatherings at regional 
conferences 

More focus centered on the individual skills and talents of our membership, and the 
solicitation of assistance in areas such as marketing, data gathering and analysis, 
and graphic arts 

As chair of the retiring ad hoc committee, I would like to personally thank the members of 
MEOW for their hard work, support and perseverance.  The charge of this committee made 
for a challenging but interesting year and each MEOW member contributed in different 
ways at different times throughout the year.  The teamwork that went into completing the 
work of this committee is to be commended and recognized as a true representation of one 
of the great strengths of SUNYLA. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kim Davies-Hoffman 

For a more  

complete  
listing of the 

ideas put  
forth by MEOW, please 
read the full report 

located in the sidebar at 
http://sunylameow.pbwiki.com. 
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Meet the Officers 
Dan Harms, President 

Dan grew up in the rolling hills of Kentucky.  He obtained a 
Bachelors in Anthropology and English from Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, Tennessee, a Masters in Anthropology from the University 
of Buffalo, and a Masters in Library and Information Science from 
the University of Pittsburgh.  He has worked as Coordinator of 
Instruction at SUNY Cortland's Memorial Library for three years.  He 
is also the author of such works as The Necronomicon Files (with 
John Wisdom Gonce) and the Cthulhu Mythos Encyclopedia. 

 
Logan Rath, Vice President 

Logan Rath is the Digital Services Librarian at Brockport.  This 
means he integrates library services into the campus learning 
management system, maintains the library webpage, can be found 
troubleshooting anything with an internet connection or 
investigating Web 2.0+ technologies to incorporate at Drake 
Library.  He also is involved with instruction and 
reference.  Previously, Logan was at Oneonta as the Emerging 
Technologies Librarian.  In addition to librarianship and web 
design, Logan is interested in Instructional Technologies and the 
impact of mobile technology on the library.  

 

Jenica Rogers-Urbanek, Treasurer 

Jenica P. Rogers-Urbanek is a cataloger turned collection 
development librarian at SUNY Potsdam. Her functional title is 
Collection Development Coordinator and Technical Services Team 
Leader, with a rank of Senior Assistant Librarian. She supervises 
Technical Services functions and staff, and coordinates a team of 
six collections librarians to select, purchase, and discard all library 
materials.  

Jenica’s current professional projects and interests include finding 
an effective way to populate an institutional repository at a small 
college; fostering and promoting the SLCD’s collaborative 
collection development project for SUNY’s comprehensive 
colleges; creating accountability and reliability in library 
budgeting; and advocating for rational implementation of 
emerging technologies in Potsdam’s libraries.  

Jenica has been at Potsdam since 2003, but began her career in Illinois, as an academic 
Technical Services Librarian, and a consultant and trainer for a large consortium’s member 
libraries. She earned her MA in LIS from the University of Wisconsin at Madison in 2001.  
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Angela Weiler, First Vice President 

Angela Weiler is the SUNYLA delegate from Onondaga 
Community College's Coulter Library, where she is currently 
Public Services Librarian and Periodicals Librarian.  She is also 
the SUNYLA 2nd Vice President/Conference Chair for 2008-2009.  
Angela has a BA in English Literature and an MLS, both from 
Syracuse University, and her interests include information-
seeking behavior and copyright/fair use issues. 

 

April Davies, Secretary 

April Davies has been Catalog and Authority Control Librarian for 
SUNY Cobleskill's Van Wagenen Library since 2002. She 
currently serves as Chair of the campus Strategic Planning 
Committee and is the Library's liaison to several academic 
departments: Humanities, Communications & Graphic Design, 
Social Sciences, Early Childhood, and Exploratory Studies. She 
has served on the Chancellor's Awards for Excellence in 
Teaching, Librarianship, & Distinguished Professorships 
Committee, edited the last edition of the College Catalog, and 
compiled the Library cookbook. April also produces the Library's 
newsletter, does displays, and provides reference service for 
several hours each week. She holds an MLS from the University 
of Iowa and a BA in Economics and History from Cornell College. 

 

SUNY LIBRARIANS   ASSOCIATION 

0 2 0 9 
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SUNYLA Professional Development Grants  
 Available for Members 

 
 

Are you worried that statewide budget cuts for SUNY campuses may affect 
funding opportunities for your professional development activities this year?  
Apply for a SUNYLA Professional Development Grant and stop worrying! 

SUNYLA has a small grants program that is used to reimburse members for 
expenses associated with professional growth activities when other funding 
sources (e.g., campus tuition reimbursement or Individual Development 
Grants) are only partially or not available.  Administered by the 
Association’s Professional Development Committee, the program aims to 
reward the professional growth of individual members, while giving special 
consideration to those applicants who demonstrate how their own exposure 
to an activity will have broad impact on enhancing the development of 
other colleagues as well.  

SUNYLA members in good standing for an academic year are eligible for 
grants.  Funding of up to $500 may be awarded per application.  

 

The SUNYLA Professional Development Grants recipients for the 
2007-2008 fiscal year were: 

• Marianne Eimer (SUNY Fredonia) received funding to host “Library 
Instruction Seminar: A Day of Reflection and Collaboration.” 

• Linda Galloway (Environmental Science and Forestry) acquired a grant to 
plan and coordinate the Upstate Chapter of the Special Libraries Association 
workshop, “Copyright and Digital Rights Management.” 

• Deale Hutton (Oswego) was awarded funds to attend the Art Librarians 
Society of North America Annual Conference. 

• Angela Weiler (Onondaga Community College) attended the “Copyright 
and Digital Rights Management” workshop of the Upstate Chapter of the 
Special Libraries Association with her award.  

• Debra Kimok (Plattsburgh) was given a grant to attend the Society of 
American Archivists National Conference.  

For More Information 

Go to http://sunyla.org/index.php/Table/Professional_Development/ or 
contact Joanne Spadaro by email at spadaroj@oldwestbury.edu or by phone 
at (516)876-2896. 
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Thank You to the Professional Development Committee 

Debra Kimok, SUNY Plattsburgh 

Thank you very much to the SUNYLA Professional Development Committee for their help 
with my expenses for the 2008 Society of American Archivists Annual Meeting in San 
Francisco: “Archival R/Evolution & Identities.”  The conference, with over 1700 people in 
attendance from all over the world, was fabulous!  I learned much that I can apply right 
away in our Special Collections and College Archives.  I attended a pre-conference 
workshop titled “Preserving Your Audio/Video Assets,” led by Peter Brothers, that provided 
very useful information concerning environmental conditions, methods for predicting life 
expectancy of magnetic tapes, and a quick 7-step process that can be used to assess the 
condition of tape materials in collections.  Mr. Brothers also provided the attendees with 
many useful references to standards for magnetic tape preservation and conservation. 

Some of the other sessions I attended were: 

• “Understanding the Balance: Repositories, 
Researchers, Public Domain and the Law,” at which I 
learned about changing thinking in the profession 
concerning the Web and public domain materials 

• “Finding Aids 2.0: Meeting Users Where They Are by 
Rethinking Finding Aid Presentation”—a very enlightening 
session about innovations now being embraced in archives 
and special collections incorporating 2.0 bookmarking, rss 
feeds, series-level federated searching across finding aids, 
and user-generated tagging in combination with controlled 
vocabulary. 

• “The Reluctant Administrator, or How I Learned to 
Love Management,” presented by members of the SAA 
Lone Arrangers Roundtable.  Many of the issues and ideas 
for solutions addressed in this session directly apply for 
me because I too am a Lone Arranger in Special 
Collections and the College Archives. 

I also attended the Records Management Roundtable (RMRT) meeting (and was elected Co
-Vice Chair of that roundtable), the Archives and Manuscripts Roundtable (AMRT) meeting, 
the Lone Arrangers Roundtable (LART) meeting, and the College & University Archives 
Section (C&U) meeting, all of which included a business meeting and a special program. 

The RMRT meeting hosted David George-Shongo, Jr., Archivist/Director at the Seneca 
Nation Tribal Archives Department in Salamanca, N.Y.  Mr. George-Shongo participated on 
the SAA task force to develop Protocols for Native American Archival Materials.  Learn 
more about the proposed protocols at http://www.archivists.org/news/2007-
NatAmerProtocols.asp. 

The College & University Archives Section hosted a panel of speakers from the University 
of California Archivists Council (UCAC) who discussed their collaborate project to develop 
selection guidelines for University of California faculty papers, something that I plan to use 
to inform the creation of my own archives’ faculty papers guidelines. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Another aspect of this conference that I very much enjoyed and appreciated were some of 
the additional activities provided.  The SAA Leaders Forum, a meeting at which the SAA 
President, Executive Director, and other invited guests spoke to roundtable and section 
leaders about “How to Get Things Done Within SAA,” provided invaluable information for 
me as an incoming roundtable vice-chair.  They also listened to, and discussed, the 
concerns of leaders regarding many aspects of SAA.  I found them very open to their 
members’ ideas. 

An “Archival Ethics and Social Justice Forum” was held, an open forum at which ideas were 
presented and discussed concerning these issues and many of the over-300 attendees 
added their own insights and experiences to the conversation. 

Because the conference was going on at the same time as the Democratic Convention in 
Denver, SAA and the hotel provided a large area in the Exhibit Hall where attendees could 
gather together to watch the many speeches. 

Speaking of speaking, the attendees were treated to plenary speeches by our outgoing 
president, Mark Greene, incoming president Frank Boles, and ex-White House Counsel, 
John Dean and the Archivist of the United States. 

The annual membership reception was held at the San Francisco Public Library.  We 
utilized four floors, listened to a live string ensemble, and ate until we could eat no more! 

And yes, I did take a bit of touring time.  I rode a tour bus over the Golden Gate Bridge in 
a heavy fog, up the meandering cliff-side road to Muir Woods to see some redwoods, back 
down the other side of the meandering cliff-side road to the artists’ colony in Sausalito, 
and then on a ferry past Alcatraz Island back to Fisherman’s Wharf in San Francisco.  I 
rode a cable car for a few minutes, an experience everyone should have, but perhaps only 
once, and saw a Giants-Rockies baseball game at the park overlooking the ocean.  I found 
everyone in San Francisco extremely friendly and helpful.  All in all, it was a very 
enriching, fun, and fruitful experience.  Thank you for your help getting me there! 

Debra Kimok 
Senior Assistant Librarian 
Special Collections Librarian 
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Misunderstood? Take the stage at a SUNY CIT Conference 

Mark A. Smith – SUNY Ceramics at Alfred University 
SUNYLA Liaison to SUNY FACT Advisory Council 

Feeling misunderstood? What do you wish you could tell your SUNY 
faculty colleagues about the important work you do?  Well, as many of 
you know, the SUNY Conference on Instructional Technology (CIT) is 
the place to do it.  This conference is the perfect opportunity to speak 
before a captive audience of technology-engaged faculty and support 
personnel from across the larger University.  Tell them what you do – 
what WE do – to support their instruction and provide rich services for 
teaching and research. 

At our annual retreat in July, the SUNY FACT Advisory Council developed a terrific set of 
conference tracks that dovetail beautifully with our work.  I couldn’t wait to share them 
with you.  Several tracks open the door for us to talk about our most innovative initiatives.  
The conference is months away but the call for proposals will go out before the holidays.  
Let’s continue to wow our colleagues with the crazy-wonderful 2.0 tools and instructional 
innovations we employ. Now is a good time to ponder your contribution and shine a light 
on your work and the work of all SUNY Librarians. 

 

Conference Tracks 

1. Active/Student Centered Learning – Engaging Students in the Classroom  

When faculty use active learning strategies, students are put in charge of their own 
learning, and it takes no less effort on the part of the instructor to prepare for 
teaching the course. The benefit is that this approach has the potential to cause a 
new level of excitement in the classroom; it can also generate resistance from 
students who are accustomed to receiving information and being tested on their 
acquired knowledge. Presentations will describe instructional activities (e.g. problem
-based learning, collaborative research projects, case studies and service learning, 
etc.)  that increase student engagement, raise comfort levels with the student 
centered approach and provide examples of how technologies, including Web 2.0 
and social networking, have been used to advance active learning. 

(Continued on page 10) 

SUNY Conference on Instructional Technology (CIT) 

Engaging Minds: Innovative Teaching and Learning 

May 19—22, 2009—SUNY Oswego 
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2. Translating Teaching, Learning and Assessment Research into Practice 

Collecting data is critical to research, but how can the data be used to improve 
teaching/learning and drive better decision-making?  How do quantitative and 
qualitative research efforts inform and enlighten higher education practice both in 
and out of the classroom? Pilot projects, meta-studies, action research as well as 
controlled experiments add to our knowledge of how to best integrate technology in 
teaching and learning. These sessions provide insight into ways that research 
efforts are turned into results.  New research tools, methods and ways of 
communicating provide a fresh perspective on how we examine patterns of 
teaching, learning, and assessment data, look for relevant changes, and interpret 
what we find.          

3. New Media Publishing Paradigms 

Radical transformation to a “networked world” has significantly altered the way we 
discuss, explore and express our ideas.  However, the practices and systems of 
scholarly communication have been slower to evolve, adapt and realize full 
potential.  Even in the face of rich opportunity, efforts to transform the academic 
research publication process are mired in deference to institutional practice and 
legacy.  This conference track seeks to explore and understand how we may best 
harness technological advances to optimize scholarly communication.  What criteria 
are necessary to encourage the adoption and use 
of newer, richer, and more economically feasible 
models of academic publication?    

The many advantages of technology enhanced 
publication and distribution models are obvious 
and include substantial efficiencies in cost, 
dissemination, production, and preservation.  In 
addition, new publication tools offer exciting 
prospects for collaboration, flexibility in media 
formats, simulation, modeling, and search and 
discovery systems.  However, related challenges 
are also clear.  These include questions of 
authorship, ownership, metadata standards, peer 
review, promotion and tenure practice, business 
and distribution models, security and preservation, 
to name a few. 

Significant initiatives and systems are evolving to accommodate and promote 
scholarly publication in digital environments.  Efforts such as the Scholarly 
Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC), the Open Access Initiative, 
Creative Commons Licensing, the Public Library of Science, the Budapest Open 
Access Initiative, and even Google Scholar are altering the landscape for academic 
discourse and publication in significant ways. 

How will the opportunities and challenges of new publication paradigms impact your 
work as a scholar, librarian or support specialist?  Please join us in this 
conversation. 

Potential discussions for this track are wide ranging and may include: 

Digital Scholarship and Collective Intelligence 
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Meeting the new NIH Mandate for Open Access Publication 
Globalization and the Flow of Scholarly Discourse 
Digital Scholarship and its Impact on Pedagogy 
Roles of Campus Digital Repositories   
Authorship and Academic Integrity in Digital Publication 
Issues of Peer Review and Academic Advancement in New Publication 

Environments 
Preservation, Security of Scholarship 
Scholarship and Community 
Knowledge for Fun or Profit: Models for the Publication Industry  
Remix and Mashups: Blessing or Curse? 

 

4. Teaching and Learning in Innovative Spaces (Real & Virtual) 

Innovative environments can foster transformative experiences for faculty and 
students alike.  The division between traditional and virtual instruction continues to 
blur as new delivery modalities and flexible/collaborative learning spaces are 
increasingly adopted.   

Students are driving demand for access to flexible environments in order to digest 
multiple sources of information with increasing efficiency.  They appreciate “anytime
-anywhere” learning whether it’s through the self-scheduling of physical spaces 

designed to facilitate group collaboration, or through 
integration of multimedia resources that manage content 
and bridge distance among students and colleagues.  

Tools that facilitate physical collaboration include wireless 
access, moveable furniture, color and decorative themes, 
adjustable lighting and adequate power.  Tools that begin 
to “bridge” the two worlds may include white boards that 
capture and store brainstorming sessions, display 
systems that accommodate multiple laptop projection and 
use of blogs, wikis, podcasts and videoconferencing to 
enhance the “anytime-anywhere” learning theme.  

This track encourages faculty fostering learning 
collaboration in both physical and virtual world to share experiences (both positive, 
and perhaps more importantly, less positive) with the pedagogy of collaborative 
environments.  

5. Discipline-specific Technologies 

Many new academic software products frequently appear on the market.  
Instructors and students alike benefit from knowing which ones are truly useful. If 
you have found and are using good software specifically designed for your area of 
expertise, this session is for you.  Show how your chosen software enhances your 
teaching and your students’ learning experience.  While you may wish to 
demonstrate or report on new products, your use of established software products 
in new ways will also be of great interest to your audience.  Professors of all 
academic disciplines are encouraged to present and/or participate.  

 

(Continued on page 12) 
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6. Personal Knowledge Management & User Created Content  

There are many sophisticated information distribution methods and systems such as 
Blackboard and ANGEL that assist us in getting information to and collecting data 
from our students.  We invest a great deal in developing rich media to convey ideas 
and a large majority of both students and faculty information is received in 
electronic form.  In addition, with the advent of web content management systems, 
Wiki’s, blogs and personal web space our students are now commonly called upon 
to contribute information to course content that is consumed by fellow students.  

Because we don’t have the tools or know the 
best strategies, most of us print information to 
work with it.  We therefore lose all the power of 
the digital format for searching, structuring and 
cross linking the information.  Information 
overload is therefore a significant problem for 
today’s students and knowledge workers.  Even 
individuals specializing in very discrete fields 
such as research faculty find it difficult to know 
everything about their chosen area.  Successful 
knowledge workers know the essential core 
material and have developed strategies to 
rapidly find and apply new information as 
needed.  These are skills we must teach our 
students.  

Learning new information and incorporating it into one’s knowledge is a very 
individual and personal process.  It is affected by existing personal knowledge and 
experience, learning styles, emotional impact and biases.  Knowledge management 
is therefore most effective at the individual level where new information can be 
incorporated into existing knowledge, classified, interrelated and structured based 
on individual needs and criteria.   

This track seeks to explore strategies and tools used to assist students and faculty 
with personal knowledge management and to enable students to be contributors to 
and participants in courses.  

 

Developed by the SUNY FACT Advisory Council – July 2008 
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ADIRONDACK 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Joyce Miller 
millerja@sunyacc.edu 

Dr. Teresa Ronning, professor of library 
science and Library Division chair, received 
the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in 
Professional Service this year. 

The ACC Library staff performed a major 
weeding project between April and August, 
deleting almost 4000 outdated titles from 
the collection. The ACC Library now has 
approximately 58,400 volumes. 

ALBANY 
Gregory Bobish 
GBobish@uamail.albany.edu 

John Pardavila was appointed as Web 
Developer / Designer in Library Systems.  
His first day was July 21, 2008.  He holds a 
Master of Science in Information Systems 
and Technology from the University at 
Albany.  He plans on pursuing his MBA in 
the next year.  He is currently working to 
help redesign the Library’s public website. 

Krishna Rayavaram started his new 
position as Database and Application 
Developer/Designer on August 7, 2008.  He 
holds an MS in Computer Science from 
Texas Tech University and BS in Computer 
Science and Engineering from Sri 
Venkateswara University, India.  He has 
worked as a Programmer/Analyst and Web 

Applications Developer for Texas Tech 
University, TX and Cecil College, MD before 
relocating to Albany.  In his spare time, 
Krishna enjoys playing badminton, tennis, 
racquetball, golf, as well as taking photos 
and traveling. 

Candace A. Merbler is the recipient of 
both the 2008 President's Excellence Award 
for Professional Service and the 2008 
Chancellor's Award for Excellence in 
Professional Service. Candace has been 
reappointed to a two year term on the ALA 
AFL-CIO/ALA Library Service to Labor 
Groups Division Committee. 

Mary Osielski, Senior Assistant Librarian 
at the M. E. Grenander Department of 
Special Collections and Archives at the 
University at Albany, SUNY, has announced 
her retirement after forty years of service.  
Her retirement will start on October 29, 
2008. 

Trudi Jacobson’s second co-edited book 
in the information literacy collaborations 
series, Using Technology to Teach 
Information Literacy, has just been 
published by Neal-Schuman. Chapters are 
written by librarian and faculty member 
teams. Trudi’s co-editor is Tom Mackey, 
now Associate Dean at the Center for 
Distance Learning, Empire State College. 

Carol Jewell published “Using Google in 
Technical Services: An Unscientific Study,” 
in Against the Grain, Vol.20, No.2 (April 
2008), pp.22-26. 

Mary Casserly and James Bird 
published, “Web Citation Availability: A 
Follow-up Study,” Library Resources & 
Technical Services, Vol. 52 #1, January 
2008, p.42- 53. 

CAMPUS NEWS, 

NOTES, & INFORMATION 
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Win Shih, Head of Library Systems, 
presented a paper, Partners of Equals – 
Libraries “Mixing Molecules” Successfully 
with Private Organizations, at 2008 IFLA 
conference in Quebec City, Canada, August 
12 (http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla74/
papers/122-Shih-en.pdf).  He also served 
as the ALA’s representative to IFLA’s 
Health and BioSciences Libraries Standing 
Committee. 

ALFRED STATE 
COLLEGE 
Joe Petrick 
petricja@alfredstate.edu 

Rachel Armstrong, a graduate of the 
University at Buffalo (MLS, 2003), has left 
the Hinkle Memorial Library for the 
Washington, D.C. area.  We wish Rachel 
the best of luck in her new endeavors. 

Kathleen Baril has been hired to work as 
an Instructional Support Assistant, on a 
part-time basis.  Kathleen is a graduate of 
the University of Iowa (MA in Library and 
Information Science, 2003), and we look 
forward to working with her throughout the 
academic year. 

Joseph Petrick has been elected by the 
faculty at Alfred State College to a second 
three-year term as University Faculty 
Senator, representing Alfred State College 
at SUNY University Faculty Senate. 

BINGHAMTON 
Jill D. Yaples 
Jyaples@binghamton.edu 

Binghamton University Libraries have been 
asked by Innovative Interfaces to help 
develop its new digital repository software 
system called Content Pro, which will be 
searchable by Encore. In addition, library 
users can now access ProQuest’s RefWorks, 
an online writing, research management, 
and collaboration tool. 

Dave Vose wrote a chapter for the 
American Library Association publication, 
Transforming Library Service through 

Information Commons (2008), featuring 
the Bartle Library Information Commons. 

Bern Mulligan, Kate Bouman, Susan 
Currie, Sean McKitrick, and Sharon 
Fellows wrote an article published in 
College and Research Libraries News (July/
August 2008) entitled “Critical research 
practices at Binghamton University: A case 
study in collaboration.” 

Sandy Card along with Maggie Horn of 
OLIS and John Reese of Backstage Library 
Works conducted a preconference session, 
“Automated Authority Control Process: 
Saving Time, Saving Resources,” at the 
annual SUNYLA conference in June. Bern 
Mulligan presented “Preservation Act: 
Digitizing Videotapes from a Community 
Reading Series” at the same conference. 

Caryl Ward participated on a discussion 
panel called “Sharing: Approaches to 
Control and Presentation of Serials 
Holdings” at NYLINK’s Zen and the Art of 
Local Holdings Maintenance Summit in 
June. 

Edward Corrado is the Libraries’ new 
Head of Library Technology. Beth Brown 
is now the Libraries’ Scholarly 
Communications & Library Grants Officer. 
Jill Dixon has become the Science Library 
Coordinator. Steve Wright retired in 
September. 

BROCKPORT 
Susan Perry 
sperry@brockport.edu 

In June, Dr. Mary Jo Orzech was 
appointed Director of Library Services. 
Mary Jo had served as Interim Director of 
Library Services since December 2005. 
Prior to that appointment, Mary Jo served 
as the College’s Director of Information 
Technology Support Services. 

In August, IT Support Services relocated 
from Dailey Hall to Drake Library, following 
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a summer-long renovation project. Offices 
and classrooms are in full use, while 
construction continues on the new 
Educational Technology Center. Welcome 
to all the new faces!  

Logan Rath, Digital Services Librarian, 
launched a new Library Website, in time for 
the Fall 2008 semester. Incorporating 
design elements from the new College 
Website, and feedback from all Library 
departments, Logan has successfully (and 
cheerfully!) managed to create a dynamic, 
vibrant new look for the digital face of the 
Library. Logan will be sharing some of his 
techniques at the upcoming LiSug 
conference…. Stay tuned!   

Adding to the robust new Website, and 
Aleph version 18 OPAC enhancements, 
several Drake librarians have created new 
online research guides-- aided by the 
Library’s recent purchase of Springshare’s 
LibGuides. Pages cover general research 
topics, specific courses and freshman 
general education seminars.   The link is 
http://brockport.libguides.com/
browse.php. Feel free to have a look! 
Charlie Cowling is coordinating the 
guides; e-mail him if you have any 
questions or comments 
(ccowling@brockport.edu).  

David Gordinier, Instruction & Reference 
Librarian, successfully applied for 
participation in the “John Adams Unbound” 
touring exhibit. Drake Library will host the 
exhibit sometime between January 2009 
and June 2012. David will attend a 
planning workshop in Boston this 
November. Drake Library was one of only 
twenty libraries selected for the exhibit, 
developed by the Boston Public Library and 
the American Library Association Public 
Programs Office, and funded by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities.     

In conjunction with the Freshman Summer 
Reading selection, The Bone Woman, by 
Clea Koff, Drake Library is hosting the 
faculty forensic anthropology exhibit, 
“Voices of the Dead.” Librarian David 
Gordinier created the poster art for the 
exhibit.   

Brockport hosted the “Integrating Library 
Services into a Learning Management 
System” COCID on April 18. “Library-2-
LMS” drew over 135 participants from 13 
states and two provinces. Participants 
represented 29 SUNY institutions and 37 
non-SUNY institutions. The conference 
committee, headed by Jennifer Little, 
Coordinator of Instruction, included 
librarians, instructional technology staff 
and information technology staff. The 
program featured a keynote address by a 
librarian and an instructional designer from 
Penn State, nine workshops led by 
librarians and information technology staff 
and thirteen poster presentations. 
Participants and presenters benefited from 
networking among users of learning 
management systems, as well as from 
multiple professional development 
opportunities. With both SUNY and non-
SUNY institutions represented, as well as 
several different LMS platforms (ANGEL, 
Blackboard, WebCT, and Moodle), topics 
were wide and varied. Following the 
COCID, conversations continued at SUNY 
CIT and SUNYLA conferences, allowing 
further exploration of widgets, tutorials and 
assessment instruments. Here on our 
campus, the interaction of the LMS staff 
with librarians has increased, indicating 
great potential for new initiatives in 
ANGEL. Thanks to one and all who 
contributed to the success of this event.  

Bob Gilliam, Head of Interlibrary Loan, 
will be retiring from library service at the 
end of the Fall 2008 semester. With more 
than thirty years in librarianship, Bob has 
made his mark in so many ways. He will be 
sorely missed! 
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BROOME 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Karen Pitcher 
Pitcher_K@sunybroome.edu 

Dr. Daniel T. Hayes has been hired as 
Interim President.  He  previously served 
15 years as President at Finger Lakes 
Community College, retiring in 2007. 

We recently hired Shuheng Wu as a part-
time Assistant Librarian.  Shu received an 
MLIS degree from Syracuse University.  
Shu is replacing Olivia Nellums, who 
relocated to New Jersey in July. 

BUFFALO 
Kathleen Quinlivan 
Kquin@buffalo.edu 

Christopher Cheung received permanent 
appointment. 

Dean Hendrix and Linda Hasman 
authored the following article, "A survey of 
collection development for United States 
Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) 
and National Board Dental Examination 
(NBDE) preparation material" in the Journal 
of the Medical Library Association, July 
2008, v.96 #3, p. 207-16. 

Lori Widzinski published an essay titled, 
"Tips for Reviewing Educational Media" in 
Thinking Outside the Book edited by Carol 
Smallwood and published by McFarland & 
Company.  

Sharon Murphy presented a poster 
session "Connecting with Students: Using 
Case Studies to Teach Research Skills" at 
the Annual Meeting of the Medical Library 
Association, Chicago, Il, May 18, 2008  
http://www.mlanet.org/am/am2008/e-
present/20080518_064_murphy.ppt  

Sharon also maintains an Evidence 
Informed Nursing Practice blog at: 

 <http://einp.blogspot.com/>  which has 
many resource links.  It will be moving to 
our institutional wiki software soon.  

A new UB Libraries website  
http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/ was 
unveiled in August, 2008, thanks to the 
talents of Scott Hollander, Kris Miller, 
and the Web Usability Task Force.  

A website focusing on library resources for 
international students also made its debut 
in August. Highlights include translated 
audio tours of the UB Libraries in Japanese 
and Mandarin Chinese, along with links to 
multi-language journals, foreign language 
newspapers, and English as a Second 
Language (ESL) resources:  
http://library.buffalo.edu/libraries/gethelp/
international 

Cindy Hepfer, Head of the Electronic 
Periodicals Management Department, has 
been asked to serve on the National 
Information Standards Organization’s  
(NISO) working group on Institutional 
Identifiers. This group will develop a 
standard that can be implemented in all 
library and publishing environments to 
identify institutions at varying levels of 
granularity. Information about the project 
can be found at  
http://www.niso.org/workrooms/i2.  Cindy 
is also starting her second year as the 
American Library Association’s voting 
representative to NISO. 

Ed Herman, Government Documents 
Librarian, Arts & Sciences Libraries, 
contributed “The American Community 
Survey: An Introduction to the Basics” to 
Government Information Quarterly 25 
(2008): 504-519. Ed’s article provides an 
in-depth discussion of this survey which 
provides annual updates to statistics that 
were previously collected only every 10 
years as part of the decennial census.  

Mark Ludwig, Libraries’ Systems 
Manager, and Margie Wells, Director of 
Public Services, Arts & Sciences Libraries, 
authored “Google Books vs. BISON: Is the 
BISON Catalog Going the Way of Its 
Namesake?” The article, published in 
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Library Journal (June 15, 2008), examines 
the impact of Google Books on academic 
library catalogs.  
http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/
CA6566451.html 

Brenda Battleson, Head of Print 
Periodicals and Serials, Central Technical 
Services, has taken a temporary leave of 
absence from the UB Libraries to serve full 
time as a visiting assistant professor in the 
UB Department of Library and Information 
Studies.  

An article by Jean Dickson, Associate 
Librarian, Arts & Sciences Libraries, has 
been accepted for publication in the 
Mexican musicology journal Heterofonia. 
The working title of Jean’s article is “Carlos 
Curti: ¿compositor, director, rey del 
xilófono, camaleón?” The article, scheduled 
for publication in 2009, is based on Jean’s 
presentation at the Society for American 
Music 2008 conference in San Antonio.  

Bridget Schumacher joined the Arts & 
Sciences Libraries as Senior Assistant 
Librarian. In her new position, Bridget will 
develop information literacy programs and 
focus on using Web 2.0 tools to 
communicate and interact with students 
and faculty.  

CAYUGA COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Margaret Devereaux 
deverema@cayuga-cc.edu 

Sara Davenport has received Continuing 
Appointment and promotion to Assistant 
Professor.  

The Library will receive $120,000 from the 
estate of Mr. James Robinson, a longtime 
resident of Auburn, who passed away in 
February of 2006. In his estate plans he 
set aside nearly $200,000 for the Cayuga 
Community College Foundation, 60% of 
which was designated for support of the 
College's Library. This represents one of 

the largest estate gifts received by Cayuga 
in recent years. 

Cayuga Community College is participating 
for a third year in the community-wide 
shared reading project, Cayuga Reads.  A 
collaborative effort of library staff and 
educators in Cayuga County, Cayuga Reads 
is a project that encourages everyone in 
the community to read and discuss the 
same book.   This year’s book selection is 
The Glass Castle, by Jeannette Walls, a 
memoir of the author’s childhood growing 
up in a highly eccentric family that chose to 
remain poor and homeless. Among the 
programs scheduled for October are book 
discussions at the Norman F. Bourke 
Memorial Library, Auburn campus, and the 
Learning Commons on the Fulton campus, 
as well as a film screening and panel 
discussion focusing on the issue of mental 
illness and its effect upon family members, 
one of the subjects of the book.   For more 
information about the program, go to 
http://www.cayugareads.org 

CLINTON 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Kaye Figlioli 
Catherine.Filglioli@clinton.edu 

Mary Ann Weiglhofer received a 
promotion in rank from Assistant 
Professor/Librarian to Associate Professor/
Librarian. 
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COBLESKILL 
April Davies 
daviesac@cobleskill.edu  

The Van Wagenen Library’s big annual 
book sale officially starts Sept. 27th 
(Homecoming Weekend) and runs through 
the end of October. If you find yourself in 
the area, stop by and shop! 

Library staffers got an unpleasant surprise 
on June 9th when they arrived to find 
fallen shelves in the Periodicals area on the 
main floor. The materials were undamaged 
but the steel shelves were badly bent in 
several places and some of the shelves 
that the unit fell onto were also bent. The 
cross-bracing on those shelves kept them 
from going over and starting a domino 
effect. The wall has now been reinforced, 
repaired, and repainted. The leftover 
orange carpet that the old shelving unit 
was hiding has even been replaced. And, of 
course, new shelving was installed as soon 
as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fran Apollo was recently promoted to 
Associate Librarian. Congratulations, Fran! 

Thomas Barnes has joined the staff as 
our new Adjunct Reference Librarian. Tom 
previously served as Head of the Reference 
Department at Guilderland Public Library. 

Peter Barvoets was recently promoted to 
Senior Assistant Librarian. Congratulations, 
Pete! 

Katherine Brent joined us in July as 
Circulation/Interlibrary Loan Librarian. 
Katherine had previously spent several 

semesters with us as an adjunct Reference 
Librarian. In addition to her MLS, she also 
holds an MA in History from SUNY Albany. 

April Davies was elected to a two-year 
term as SUNYLA Secretary. She is also 
serving as Conference Chair for the Library 
Software Users’ Group (LiSUG) conference 
to be held at SUNYIT on October 10th. 

Kyla Titus joined the CASE staff in August 
as a disAbility Support Services assistant, 
replacing Judith Christman. Kyla graduated 
from Empire State College with a BA in 
Communications. Her first career in higher 
education was as an analyst with NY 
Medical College’s Information Processing 
Center. 

CORNING 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Cindy Maier 
maiercc@corning-cc.edu 

Sarah Conrad Weisman, Associate Dean 
of Learning Resources, gave birth to 
Phoebe Conrad Weisman on 08.08.08. 
Phoebe joins brother, Theo, who is 2.5 
years old. 

Erin Wilburn became the newest Assistant 
Librarian at Corning Community College on 
August 4.  She received her MLS from the 
University at Albany and has a bachelor's 
degree in history and American Studies 
from Elmira College.  Prior to arriving at 
CCC, Erin was the Systems Librarian at 
Mercyhurst College in Erie, PA. 

Erin enjoys scrap booking, needlework, 
video games, running, swimming, her pets, 
playing the oboe, surreptitiously making 
her husband eat vegetables, renaissance 
faires and funky tattoos and many other 
distractions. 
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CORTLAND 
Amanda Hollister 
HollisterA@cortland.edu 

Memorial Library at SUNY Cortland will be 
hosting the Let's Talk About It Jewish 
Literature series once again this fall with 
more book discussions on Jewish literature. 
This year we will be looking at Modern 
Marvels, a series of graphic novels, 
including A Contract With God by Will 
Eisner; The Complete Maus: A Survivor's 
Tale by Art Spiegelman; Julius Knipl, Real 
Estate Photographer: Stories by Ben 
Katchor; The Quitter by Harvey Pekar; The 
Rabbi's Cat by Joann Sfar. Once again, 
sessions will be conducted by Dr. Nicola 
Morris of the English Department and will 
be held in the Reading Area of the 
Teaching Materials Center at Memorial 
Library. Discussions will be held on: August 
27, 2008, September 24, 2008, October 
15, 2008, November 12, 2008 and 
December 3, 2008; all at 7:00 P.M. 
Refreshments will be provided by the 
Friends of the Library. This program is 
made possible by a grant obtained by 
Ellen McCabe from the American Library 
Association and Nextbook. 

DELHI 
Maria Wesley 
wesleymm@delhi.edu 

GIFT FROM DELHI COUPLE SUPPORTS 
TECHNOLOGY AT SUNY DELHI LIBRARY: 

Resnick Library recently received a 
$50,000 gift from a local Delhi couple to 
fund new technology initiatives and to 
create more comfortable student work 
spaces in the library. 2008 marks the fifth 
anniversary of the rededication of the 
Resnick Library and Learning Center, 
following a $1 million renovation of the 
facility in 2002. 

 

ONLINE DEGREES SUPPORTED BY THE 
LIBRARY: 

Even though Delhi is primarily a residential 
campus, the college has greatly expanded 
enrollment through online courses, 
including RN to BSN, a BBA in Veterinary 
Technology Management, and an Associate 
in Occupational Studies Degree in: 
Electrical Construction and Instrumentation 
(IBEW).   Additionally, many faculty 
members post lecture notes for their on-
campus courses, and take advantage of 
online discussion tools through VanckoHall, 
our Moodle-based course management 
system (named after our college 
president).  Total number of online courses 
offered in Fall 2008: 67 with over 240 
students. 

The library has developed a presence in 
Moodle with tutorials and links to the 
library website available as sticky block 
messages.  We are experimenting with the 
role of instructor (or “lurking librarian”) in 
the BSN courses so we are easily available 
to provide help or post timely information 
about the library to students.  We also 
have an instant messenger “wimzi” which 
allows real time reference assistance 
without users having to log in to a specific 
chat system. 

NEW DATABASE TUTORIAL: 

Angela Rhodes has produced an 
informative and entertaining database 
tutorial which can be viewed on the 
library’s website: https://secure.delhi.edu/
library/new/research/e-resources.htm. It is 
also posted to Vancko Hall (our Moodle 
course management system) as a benefit 
to online students. 

UNIVERSITY OF BUFFALO / SUNY DELHI 
ACQUISITIONS PILOT: 

During FY 08/09, UB Central Technical 
Services unit along with an assigned 
Library Science student will do the 
acquisition and cataloging of materials for 
SUNY Delhi.  UB has agreed to engage in a 
year-long pilot project to benchmark the 
costs involved in doing centralized 
technical services for SUNY schools that 
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might want that service. SUNY Delhi will be 
the test case school. 

UB places Delhi orders, the materials are 
shipped to Delhi by the vendors. UB 
receives Delhi’s confirmation that the 
materials have arrived, posts the invoice, 
then finishes cataloging.   Delhi completes 
the material processing (spine label, tattle 
tape, etc.). 

Staff involved in this exciting pilot include: 

OLIS: Maureen Zajkowski, SUNYConnect 
Program Manager 

UB: Sue Neumeister, Head of the 
Monograph Division, UB Central Technical  
Services; John Edens, Director, UB CTS; 
Jenn Murray, Lead Programmer, UB 
Janet Balicki, Student, UB Master of 
Library Science Program 

SUNY Delhi: Pam Peters, Director, 
Resnick Library; Angela Rhodes, Systems 
& Instruction Librarian. Anna Reed, 
Access Services Manager; Maria Wesley, 
Information Resources Assistant/
Acquisitions 

Kristin Keller-Adams has joined the staff 
part-time as an Academic Services 
Associate. Primarily functioning as an ASL 
Interpreter with the Resnick Learning 
Center, Kristin divides her time between 
the library information desk and the 
advisement office, assisting with special 
projects as needed. 

Julia Iannello completed her MLS in July 
and accepted a position with the Oneonta 
School District as an Elementary School 
Librarian. All good wishes are sent her 
way. 

 

 

 

 

 

EMPIRE STATE 
COLLEGE 
Sara Hull 
Sara.Hull@esc.edu 

Suzanne Hayes is a 2007-2008 recipient 
of the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in 
Professional Service and recently earned a 
second Master's degree in Curriculum 
Development and Instructional Technology. 

Dana Longley, who was recently 
promoted to Lead Information Resources 
Coordinator, presented her continuing work 
in developing a suite of online, hands-on 
"Research @ the Library" workshops in 
collaboration with several Directors of 
Academic Support, at SUNYLA 2008 and at 
the college's annual All College Conference. 
She also delivered a presentation at the 
college's recent Professional Employees 
Conference, entitled "Using Blogs, Wikis 
and More: for Collaboration, Creativity and 
Productivity." 

Sara Hull recently presented a poster 
session at SUNYLA 2008 titled Cost/
Effective?: Comparing Web-Based 
Bibliographic Citation Managers. Shortly 
thereafter, she became the Empire State 
College delegate to SUNYLA.  

Sara and Dana are currently piloting new 
"embedded librarian" projects with the 
college's Master of Arts in Liberal Studies 
and Nursing programs, respectively.  

Sarah Morehouse has been establishing 
and developing a pilot ILL project in 
collaboration with the University at Buffalo, 
and Ian Hertz has been busy developing 
knowledgebase articles for DeskPro, our 
new technical help desk ticketing system, 
and establishing a Facebook presence for 
the library. 
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ESF 
Linda M. Galloway 
lmgalloway@esf.edu 

Jane Verostek, Associate Librarian, is 
expecting her second daughter in mid 
Sept. and will be on maternity leave from 
Sept. 08-April 09. 

Kat Burtula, a recent graduate of SU’s 
School of Information Studies and former 
Moon Library intern will be teaching a 
section of our Information Literacy Class 
this fall in Jane’s absence.  Kat also worked 
with us this summer to complete an 
inventory of the college archives housed in 
the Moon Library. 

Ada Cornell, a graduate student at the SU 
School of Information Studies will be 
interning with the Moon Library during the 
Fall 2008 semester.  Her responsibilities 
will include a little reference, instruction 
and cataloging. 

Linda Galloway presented a paper 
entitled “Building a Bridge from the 
Research Office to the Moon” at the Annual 
meeting of the Special Libraries Association 
in Seattle.  Linda publishes The Research 
Times biweekly for the ESF Research Office 
as part of her librarian responsibilities.   
Linda is currently the President-Elect of the 
Upstate New York Chapter of Special 
Libraries Association. 

 

The Upstate New York Science Librarians  
will have their annual meeting at the Moon 
Library on Friday October 17. 

ERIE COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Katherine Hill 
Hillk@ecc.edu 

The three ECC libraries conducted the 
LibQual+ survey during spring semester. 
The survey was administered at both the 
college-wide and campus level.  Over 
1,200 students, faculty and staff 
participated.  Gifts, including IPod shuffles 
and gift certificates ranging from $5.00 to 
$50.00, were awarded to student 
participants.   We hope to use the findings 
from this survey to enhance our services. 

The ECC libraries held a vision and mission 
retreat at South Campus Library on May 
21, 2008.  

 The North Campus Library hosted a Spring 
Arts Festival on April 18, 2008 which 
included a one act play, poetry readings, 
student art exhibit, and jazz ensemble 
performance.  The Library also hosted the 
campus Spring Admissions Open House on 
April 30. 

Jane Ashwill had three paintings in the 
college’s Faculty/Staff art show on College 
Day, March 7, 2008. 

FINGER LAKES 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Charlotte Cooper  
coopercj@flcc.edu 

 

Charlotte Cooper visited 11 music  
libraries in the Northeasten US and Canada 
on her sabbatical this summer. 

Rosemarie Maldonado has been hired as 
an adjunct librarian to replace Margaret 
(Peg) Tyler who left to accept a full-time 
job at the Pittsford Community Library. 
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FIT 
NJ Wolfe 
NJ_Wolfe@exchange.fitnyc.edu 

Leslie Preston, Adjunct Instructor, joined 
the Library in April as Head of Acquisitions.  
She holds a BA in Art History from 
University of Georgia and a MS in 
Information Sciences from the University of 
Tennessee Knoxville. Her background 
includes six years as a librarian at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art's Goldwater 
Library.  She also has various experience 
such as working at the American Dance 
Festival Archives and serving as Circulation 
Manager at the Atlanta College of Art 
Library. 

Lana Bittman, Assistant Professor 
Electronic and Serials Resources Librarian, 
joined the Library in August. She holds a 
BA in English Literature from Washington 
University and a Master of Library and 
Information Science from Rutgers 
University. Lana formerly was an Assistant 
Librarian/Cataloger at the Whitney 
Museum.  She has held various library 
positions at the City University of New 
York, Columbia University Library 
Preservation Department and Getty 
Images. 

Karen Trivette Cannell, Assistant 
Professor, joined the Library in August as 
Head of Special Collections and the FIT 
Archives.  Karen holds a BA in Art History 
from the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill and a MLS from the University 
of Albany, SUNY where she is currently a 
Ph.D. candidate in Informatics.  She has 
held several positions in archives and 
record management including consultancy 
at the New York State Archives- Albany, 
Clark Art Institute-Williamstown, MA and 
MOMA in NYC. 

 

 

 

GENESEE 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Cindy Francis 
cfrancis@genesee.edu 

Betty Lane retired for 
the second time on 
August 27th after a 41-
year library 
career.  Betty helped 
establish the first GCC 
library in 1967 when the 
college opened. After her 
retirement from her full-
time position as Associate 

Dean of Library Resources for 23 years, 
she continued to chronicle and preserve 
GCC’s history for 18 years as the College 
Archivist part-time. Congratulations Betty 
and thank you for your many years of 
dedicated service. 

Congratulations to Nicki Lerczak on 
receiving the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for 
Excellence in Librarianship and Cindy 
Francis who was promoted to the rank of 
Assistant Professor. 

Drew Kloc has been appointed the 
Systems & Electronic Services Librarian as 
of June 2nd.  Drew previously served as 
Interim in this position.  

Welcome to new part-time Reference 
Librarian, Virginia Payne. Virginia is a 
recent Syracuse University MLS graduate. 

GCC successfully hosted the annual SUNY 
Conference on Instructional Technologies in 
May, the first community college to do so. 
Poster sessions were held in the library. 

Award-winning author Julia Spencer-
Fleming has dedicated her latest book “To 
the librarians and libraries who have taught 
me, shaped me, befriended me, and 
recommended me” and has included the 
Alfred C. O’Connell Library in her 
dedication. Spencer-Fleming is the author 
of In the Bleak Midwinter, which was 
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selected as the 2005 A Tale for Three 
Counties community reading project in 
which the GCC library participated. 

Librarians Nicki Lerczak, Cindy Francis, 
Michele Asmus, and Rich Bartl 
presented “Toto We’re not in Blockbuster 
Anymore!” during the GCC’s Professional 
Activity Days. Attendees were updated on 
media technology including videocasting. 

Coordinated by Anita Whitehead, the 
library hosted a Tex-Mex luncheon for 50+ 
international students. 

Liz Norton, Drew Kloc and Nina Warren 
attended the IDS annual conference in 
August at SUNY Oswego, and received a 
highly coveted red and yellow plastic boat 
sailboat, signifying that we’re now officially 
part of the IDS “fleet.”  

GENESEO 
Kate Pitcher 
pitcher@geneseo.edu 

Milne Library launched its new federated 
searching tool, MultiSearch, using the 
WebFeat software.   Library staff members 
are now working on implementing 
MultiSearch functionality into each of our 
subject pages for point-of-need access of 
the federated search tool. 

Geneseo upgraded to ALEPH 18 and also 
redesigned the local catalog (GLOCAT) 
interface at the same time.  A brand new 
design and improvements in functionality 
are getting good reviews from staff, faculty 
and students. 

Library Director Ed Rivenburgh received 
SUNY Geneseo’s President’s Award for 
Professional Service at the fall convocation 
on August 22nd, 2008.  SUNY Geneseo 
President Christopher Dahl noted Ed’s 
long and important contributions to SUNY, 
SUNY Geneseo and also his outstanding 
national work, most notably the successful 
IDS Project.  Congratulations, Ed! 

Bonnie Swoger completed her MLS in 
February and is our new Science & 

Technology Librarian.  Bonnie has worked 
in Milne Library since September of 2005, 
with increasing responsibilities and active 
involvement in several important library 
projects, including the redesign of the 
library website and the SAILS information 
literacy assessment.   Bonnie’s new 
responsibilities include integrating library 
instruction in the science disciplines as well 
as conducting liaison work with those 
departments. 

Kate Pitcher is the new Coordinator of 
Collection Development, moving from her 
former role as Web Development Librarian.  
Kate will be responsible for coordinating 
and managing all collection development 
and acquisition activities in Milne Library.  
Kate was also recognized at the Rochester 
Regional Library Council's 42nd Annual 
Membership Meeting as this year's winner 
of the $1,000 RRLC scholarship to attend 
the Association of Research 
Libraries’ (ARL) ) Library Management 
Skills Institute I: The Manager.  This three-
day institute is held each summer at SUNY 
Albany, where participants explore 
effective leadership and management 
skills. 

Tim Bowersox is the new Information 
Delivery Services Librarian at Milne Library. 
He earned his MLIS from Kent State 
University in 2008 and is a 2006 graduate 
of the College of Wooster, with a BA in 
Philosophy. Prior to joining Geneseo, Tim 
was a Senior Library Associate at the 
University Of Akron School Of Law Library. 
Tim is married to his amazing wife, 
Christine, who is also pursuing a MLS 
degree and a career in libraries. They 
currently reside in Rochester. 

Nicole Menarchem, formerly a student 
assistant in Special Collections, joined the 
staff shortly after her graduation this past 
May as our new Instructional Support 
Assistant, coordinating the scheduling and 
usage of classroom and meeting space in 
Milne.  Nicole is also working towards her 
MLS at the University at Buffalo. 

Kim Davies-Hoffman co-presented a 
LOEX session in May entitled, "The 
Multicultural Classroom: Plan, Build, 
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Renew, Librarian as Constructivist 
Architect," with her colleague Susan 
Norman, Director of Geneseo's Xerox 
Center for Multicultural Teacher Education.  
The presentation outlined the librarian role 
in the 2007 CSI-based summer camp 
geared at middle school students from the 
City of Rochester. 

Summer 2008 brought a new theme to the 
two-week residential program.  Davies -
Hoffman, along with college professors 
from Anthropology, Communication, 
Chemistry, and Political Science and high 
school teachers in Math and Social Studies, 
created a fictional dilemma for the middle 
school students where their discoveries at 
an archaeological dig could halt progress of 
the college's proposed athletic facility.  
Though the faculty team hoped students 
would find a few Seneca artifacts dating 
back a few hundred years, they instead 
unearthed arrowheads, fire-cracked rock 
and pipe pieces of an archaic fire hearth, 
all dating back 5,000 years.  Students 
named the now-official archaeological site 
Roc City and the site will forever be placed 
on a map of NYS.  For more details, see 
http://rysag.geneseo.edu.  Kim Davies-
Hoffman has begun chronicling her 
collaborative work in instruction at the new 
E-merging blog,  
http://ruemerging.wordpress.com. 

IDS Project wins prestigious 
Rethinking Resource Sharing Initiative 
Award at ALA 
SUNY Geneseo's Milne Library and the 
Information Delivery Services (IDS) Project 
are winners of the national Rethinking 
Resource Sharing Initiative Award, created 
to encourage libraries and librarians to 
make changes in how they do resource 
sharing and improve service to users. 
The IDS Project was recognized for 
designing rapid access to more than seven 
million volumes for 140,000 students and 
10,000 faculty members. The project was 
developed by a team at SUNY Geneseo's 
Milne Library and currently serves 27 
academic libraries in New York, both public 
and private.  The IDS Project bases its 
benchmarks on a user-centric definition of 
an ILL transaction, "...from the time the 

user places a request until the time the 

user is notified the loan is ready for pickup 

or the article is ready to be retrieved from 

the Web." The IDS Project benchmarks for 
delivery are 48 hours for articles and 72 
hours for loans (excluding weekends and 
holidays). Performance improvement since 
the inception of the pilot program has been 
dramatic in IDS Project libraries. 

RRLC Preservation Survey  
Milne Library’s Special Collections will be 
among several Rochester-area local history 
collections benefiting from an expert 
preservation survey conducted during the 
upcoming academic year.  Funded by a 
grant from the New York State Library’s 
Division of Library Development and 
coordinated by the Rochester Regional 
Library Council, the surveys will assess the 
collections and their environments; identify 
threats, preservation problems and areas 
of acute need; and assist in the 
development of long-range preservation 
plans. 

HUDSON VALLEY 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Robert Matthews 
r.matthews@hvcc.edu 

Charlotte DeJesus recently received the 
HVCC Teaching and Learning Certificate. 

Sue Grayson received the NYLA 
Leadership and Management Academy 
Certificate and the HVCC Leadership 
Development Certificate. 

Valerie Lang presented “Loving Our 
Unloved Animals: What Compassion and 
Action Have Taught Me” at Drury College. 

HVCC will be hosting the 2009 Annual ENY/
ACRL Conference. 

Jacquelyn Kowalczyk and Barbara Via 
are new part-time reference librarians. 

The slate of speakers for the Voices: 
Library Lecture Series” can be found at 
https://www.hvcc.edu/voices/. 
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JEFFERSON 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Connie Holberg 
cholberg@sunyjefferson.edu 

Assistant Librarian John Thomas received 
the SUNY Chancellor’s award for 
Librarianship at commencement in May. He 
was commended for his work in 
coordinating information literacy 
instruction, assessment and working with 
local high school media specialists to 
“bridge the gap” between high school and 
college.  

Library Director Inger Curth retired in 
August after 11 years at Jefferson. 

Library Automation Coordinator Celia 
Livingston passed away on August 19. 
She was in charge of Interlibrary Loan and 
had been a library staff member for 19 
years.  

Assistant Librarian Connie Holberg 
became Jefferson’s Library Director 
September 1.  

MARITIME 
Shafeek Fazal 
sfazal@sunymaritime.edu 

Stephen B. Luce Library, SUNY Maritime, is 
honored to have been selected 
for inclusion in the Renaissance 
Library Calendar 2009.  The 
Renaissance Library Calendar is 
published in Sweden, and it 
features the greatest and oldest 
libraries in Europe and in the 
United States. In addition to full- 
page pictures, the calendar 
includes a brief history of the 

library; information about the library's 
collections; items of special interest; and 
link to the library's own website.  For more 
information on the Renaissance Library 
Calendar visit their web site:  
http://www.renaissancelibrary.com/ 

Maritime College is excited to join the IDS 
Project consortium of libraries.  With the 
implementation of ILLIAD, Maritime 
decided to proceed with being a member of 
IDS and looks forward to working with its 
peer institutions on enhancing resource 
sharing.   

Library Director Constantia Constantinou 
will be presenting a paper at the upcoming 
9th Annual General Assembly of the 
International Association of Maritime 
Universities (IAMU) conference in San 
Francisco.  Ms. Constantinou’s paper titled 
“Crossroads Community: Strengthening the 
Maritime Academy through library 
scholarship, tradition, service and access” 
explores library centrality across the 
maritime academic community and the 
maritime industry.   

Maritime would like to extend a warm 
welcome to two new Fort Schuyler 
librarians.  Mr. Joseph Williams has 
accepted the position of Acquisitions and 
Collection Development Librarian replacing 
Ms. Lori Winterfeldt who resigned in July 
2008.  Mr. Williams comes from Briarcliffe 
College where he served as College 
Librarian and he brings to us well-rounded 
experience in acquisitions and 
management.  Mr. Williams is very active 
in the professional community and was 
recently selected as one of ALA’s Emerging 
Leaders. 

Mr. Gregory Murphy joined the 
Maritime family in August 2008 
as a part time evening and 
weekend reference librarian.  Mr. 
Murphy has been a research 
librarian at the Associated Press 
for the past nine years and holds 
a keen interest in archiving and 
special collections. 
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MONROE 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Debbie Mohr 
dmohr@monroecc.edu 

Longtime MCC Director of Libraries Peter 
Genovese retired from the college in May. 
During his 20 years at MCC, from 1988 to 
2008, Pete oversaw the renovation of the 
LeRoy V. Good Library, the establishment 
of the Damon City Campus Library and the 
SUNY Student Resource Center, and the 
implementation of MultiLIS and Aleph. 
Throughout his library career, Pete 
participated in many college, regional, and 
statewide professional associations and 
committees, consulted with several foreign 
libraries, received the SUNY Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence in Professional 
Service, and was inducted into the MCC 
Alumni Hall of Fame. He continues his 
consulting work as a principal of the Global 
Library Consulting firm. 

Assistant Director Ted Ciambor currently 
serves as Interim Director of Libraries. 

The MCC Libraries’ Public Programming 
Committee, chaired by Reference/Special 
Collections Librarian Lori Annesi, has 
been awarded a Reading Between the Lines 
grant from the New York Council for the 
Humanities. The grant will enable the 
library to host a book discussion series this 
fall on the theme Rethinking Religion: 
Recent Women's Novels and American 

Identity. 

Stephanie Hranjec, a librarian in the 
Damon City Campus Library, displayed 
original logographs (word pictures) in the 
Third Annual Nazareth College Arts & 
Crafts Exhibit in the Lorette Wilmot Library. 

Circulation Librarian Ellen Mancuso was 
elected Legislative Chair of the MCC Faculty 
Association, the union for MCC teaching 
and professional employees. 

Michael McCullough, Reference/
Collaborative Learning Librarian in the 
Damon City Campus Library, joined the 
Town of Ogden Trails Committee and 
designed a website for Spencerport and the 
Town of Ogden (http://
www.spencerportny.com). 

Roberta McKechney, Administrative 
Assistant to the Director of Libraries, was 
recognized this spring for her twenty years 
of service to MCC. 

Assistant Director Ann Penwarden serves 
on the New York Library Association 
Awards Committee and the Rochester 
Regional Library Council’s Shared Database 
Committee and eXtended eXtensible 
Catalog (XC2) Task Force. 

Collection Development Librarian Rick 
Squires was promoted from Assistant 
Professor to Associate Professor, effective 
September 1, 2008. 

Damon City Campus Librarian Mary 
Timmons and Reference/Instruction 
Librarian Alice Harrington Wilson 
welcomed new additions to their families 
this spring. Harold Bashore was born on 
April 19 and Henry Wilson on May 1. The 
two little ones met each other for the first 
time at Pete’s retirement party. Mary was 
selected this year for Cohort 2 of the MCC 
Leadership Academy. Alice chaired MCC’s 
SUNY General Education Information 
Management Assessment Team, She also 
presented a session titled “What Have We 
Learned So Far and Where to Go from 
Here?” for the Project LIVE: Learning in a 
Virtual Environment Conference and 
participated in a panel discussion with 
faculty and staff at Brockport High School 
about the research skills of incoming 
college freshmen as a member of the 
Rochester Regional Library Council’s 
Information Literacy Continuum 
Committee. 

Bess Watts, Principal Library Clerk for 
Interlibrary Loan, was elected president of 
the Rochester-Finger Lakes Chapter of 
Pride at Work, an AFL-CIO constituency 
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group, serves as a delegate to the 
Rochester Labor Council, and is a member 
of the Regional CSEA Women’s Committee. 
She published an editorial, “Gay Marriage 
Ruling,” in the Rochester Democrat & 
Chronicle and is featured in a new book by 
Dr. Vicki Eaklor, Queer America: A GLBT 
History of the 20th Century. 

NASSAU 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Linda Gorman 
Linda.Gorman@ncc.edu  

This past summer the A. Holly Patterson 
Library sponsored a book donation drive for 
the alumnus serving in Afghanistan. The 
entire campus community came together 
and brought a large selection of books and 
periodicals to be sent overseas. The 
response to help our troops was truly 
heartwarming. 

NEW PALTZ 
Colleen Lougen 
lougenc@newpaltz.edu 

Gerlinde Barley, Collection Development 
Librarian, received the State University of 
New York Chancellor's Award for Excellence 
in Librarianship.  Barley has served the 
Sojourner Truth Library for more than 38 
years.  Upon her recommendation for the 
award, the campus nomination committee 
noted, "She has modernized reference and 
instructional services to meet the complex 
needs of the contemporary library user.  

User education, 

user-centeredness and staff development 
have been her highest priorities during 
many transitional periods of the growing 
computerization and curriculum reform." 

Copyright and Open Access 
Conference, October 24, 2008: The 
Library and the Teaching and Learning 
Center are planning for a copyright and 
open access conference to be held at SUNY 
New Paltz on October 24, 2008.  It is 
open to the public.  The tentative 
schedule of the conference will include two 
keynote speeches, followed by a panel 
discussion and concluding remarks.  The 
keynote speakers will be Dr. Kenneth D. 
Crews, Director of Copyright Advisory 
Office at Columbia University, and Dr. 
Michael W. Carroll, Professor of Law at 
Villanova University.  Both are leading 
experts in the copyright law, open access, 
and intellectual property. 

We are happy to announce the opening of 
our new group work space for learning and 
teaching.  The Library celebrated the 
MediaSpace's grand opening on September 
10th with an Open House.  The MediaSpace 
features five new PCs with HD displays and 
Blu-Ray players, along with 2 Blu-Ray 
viewing stations located on new modular 
furniture.  The group video viewing area is 
equipped with a new 52" flat screen 
display.  Overhead speakers, mounted on 
the ceiling, channel sound directly down to 
the viewers and not into the rest of the 
room.  This is a work in progress. 

The Friends of the Sojourner Truth Library 
will host the Second Annual Dennis O'Keefe 
Memorial Lecture on September 17th, 
Wednesday, at 5:30pm.  Speaker William 
B. Rhoads, Professor Emeritus of Art 
History will give a talk on "The Changing 
Image of Education at New Paltz, 1828-
2008."  The event is free and open to the 
public.  Dennis O'Keefe, '73, was a long-
time staff member of Sojourner Truth 
Library who positively impacted the lives of 
thousands of New Paltz students, staff, 
faculty, and community members.  The 
Annual Lecture is dedicated to his memory 

Gerlinde Barley 

and visiting 

Interim 

Chancellor, John 

B. Clark  
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and will celebrate an aspect of his wide 
range of interests and contributions. 

The One Book/One New Paltz selected 
"Sleeping Arrangements" by Laura Shaine 
Cunningham as its community 
read.  Cunningham, who lives in the region 
and is a native New Yorker, is an award-
winning novelist, playwright, and 
journalist.  Learn more about One Book One 
New Paltz and the upcoming community 
events, including discussion groups, a film 
showing, readings, a memoir-writing 
workshop and presentations relevant to the 
2008 One Book that are scheduled for the 
week of November 16-23, 2008.  For more 
information: 
http://www.onebookonenewpaltz.org  

In July, Heather Whalen Smith attended 
the 2008 ACRL Information Literacy 
Immersion in sunny San Diego, 
California.  During this weekly long 
information literacy "boot camp" she learned 
classroom techniques, learning theory, 
leadership, and assessment techniques.  She 
returned to New Paltz eager for the fall 
semester to start so she can apply what she 
learned in the library classroom.  

NIAGARA COUNTY 
COMMUNITY  
COLLEGE 
Karen Ferington 
feringk@niagaracc.suny.edu 

The H.G. Lewis Library said “Good-bye” to 
two long-time, dedicated, and valued 
employees when they retired in August 
2008. 

Sue Luescher, Senior Typist, retired after 
36 years of service. Sue was responsible for 
all of the scheduling and loaning of A-V 
equipment as well as the ordering and 
processing for all media. 

Kathleen Greenfield, Principal Library 
Clerk, served at NCCC for 20 years. 
Kathleen’s responsibilities included 
circulation, interlibrary loan, and supervision 
of student workers in the library. Both will 
be greatly missed. We wish them a fond 
farewell and a very happy and healthy 
retirement! 

The Village College Suites opened for 
students in late August 2008. There are 315 
units which are about 2/3 full at the start of 
our Fall 2008 semester. The College Suites 
provide fully-wired, fully-furnished 
bedrooms, kitchens, and apartment-style 
living spaces. A campus dedication 
ceremony was held on August 29th   followed 
by tours and a reception. Faculty and staff 
who attended all agreed that we wished that 
student housing had been like this when we 
were in college!  

OLD WESTBURY 
Joanne Spadaro 
spadaroj@oldwestbury.edu 

SUNY Old Westbury Library is pleased to 
welcome two full-time librarians to our staff. 

Antonia Di Gregorio has joined the library 
as the Access Services Librarian in June.  
Prior to coming to Old Westbury, she served 
as the Director of the Information Literacy 
Program at Five Towns College, NY.   
Antonia has an MLSIS from Pratt Institute, 
and is currently working towards her MA in 
Humanities. 

John Gottfried was recently hired as our 
new Business and Reference Librarian.   He 
holds an MLS from Indiana University, and 
both an MBA and MS in Organizational 
Management from the University of 
Colorado. 

One Book author, 

Laura Shaine 

Cunningham and 

Colleen Lougen, 

Electronic Resources 

Librarian  
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OLIS 
John Schumacher 
John.Schumacher@suny.edu 

Assistant Provost for Library and Information 
Services, Mr. Carey Hatch is also Interim 
Director—Center for Professional 
Development and Director of the SUNY 
Learning Network. 

Gail Pawlowski has joined the staff as 
ALEPH System Librarian. 

ONEONTA 
Nancy Cannon 
cannonns@oneonta.edu 

Hugh Holden joined the Reference/
Instruction staff at Milne Library as the 
Emerging Technologies Librarian.  Mr. 
Holden held previous academic librarian 
positions at Piedmont College and Monmouth 
University. 

Nancy Cannon received the Chancellor's 
Award for Excellence in Librarianship. 

Milne Library’s learning commons 
environment will soon be enhanced with the 
addition of a CADE (Center for Academic 
Development & Enrichment) Satellite Center.  
CADE’s mission is to “provide a supportive 
environment which empowers students to 

become engaged, confident, and self-aware 

learners who can communicate clearly and 

achieve their goals in college and in life”.  
The services provided by the peer tutors and 
staff of CADE are important to Milne’s 
concept of a learning commons and are 
heartily welcomed.  Milne’s Reference 
Department and the CADE office will be 
working closely together to provide tutor 
training and collaborative programs to 
benefit our students. 

Kay Benjamin and Nancy Cannon will be 
presenting “Customizing Web Content Using 
Google Maps” at the LiSug conference on 
Oct. 10th.  The session will provide a 
demonstration of how to create a Google 
map and features some potential 
applications for library web sites. 

SUNY OPTOMETRY 
Kadri Niider 
kniider@sunyopt.edu 

Dr. David Troilo was named Vice President 
and Dean for Academic Affairs of SUNY 
College of Optometry starting July 2008.  Dr. 
Troilo comes from the New England College 
of Optometry in Boston.  Elaine Wells, the 
Library Director, was Chair of the Search 
Committee for this position. 

Dr. David Heath, who joined Optometry 
last year, was formally installed as the third 
President of the College on September 25th.  
All members of the College were invited to 
the inauguration, the first such event in 
more than 25 years. 

Dr. David Heath is presented with the new 

Presidential Medallion by SUNY Trustee 

Edward Cox (L) and Interim Chancellor John 

Clark. 

Tina Perez, Serials and Document Delivery 
Services Manager, has set up and managed 
the installation of ILLiad, which was 
introduced formally to the College at large 
this summer. 

As of this fall, the College is changing to a 
new curriculum, including switching from 
quarters to semesters.  The two systems will 
run in parallel for three years, with the first-
years starting on a semester basis and all 
others finishing their four years on a quarter 
basis.  The Library will be involved in 
supporting the new curriculum. 

 



 

30  

OSWEGO 
Karen Shockey 
shockey@oswego.edu 

In December, Kathryn Johns-Masten will 
join Penfield Library as Coordinator of 
Electronic Resources/Serials.  She comes to 
Penfield from Siena College in Albany. 

Deborah Curry is now the Coordinator of 
Collection Development and Acquisitions.  
Deborah hosted The Comprehensive College 
Collection Development Coordinators 
meeting in August.   

On August 4-6th, 
SUNY Oswego hosted 
the annual IDS 
Conference and the 
5th birthday party of 
the IDS Project  with 
over 110 people 
attending.   

Emily Hart resigned in August to take a 
position at SUNY Upstate. 

Penfield Library seeks an innovative librarian 
for the position of Instruction and Special 
Programming Librarian. For complete 
information about the position and 
application procedures, visit our website at 
www.oswego.edu/vacancies.   

Barbara Shaffer and James Nichols were 
part of a team of researchers from the 
college's Committee on Learning and 
Teaching who examined faculty, student and 
staff perceptions of the "learning-centered 
college".  An article reporting their findings, 
"Beyond Lip-service: An Operational 
Definition of 'Learning-centered College' ", 
has just been published in the 
journal  Innovative Higher Education (23:2). 

The library instruction team has created a 
new Information Literacy Tutorial, “The Lake  
Effect Research Challenge,” which is 
available at: www.oswego.edu/library2/
instruction/challenge 

PLATTSBURGH 
Michele Toth 
tothmm@plattsburgh.edu 

Patty Bentley attended the Democratic 
National Convention the last week in August 
as an elected delegate for New York. The 
blog of her experience is at: http://
pattyatdnc.blogspot.com/ 

At the Society of American Archivists (SAA) 
Annual Meeting in San Francisco, August 24-
31, Debra Kimok was elected Co-Vice Chair 
of the Records Management Roundtable 
(RMRT).  She is also the newsletter editor for 
the RMRT and Co-Coordinator of the RMRT/
AMRT (Archives Management Roundtable) 
Joint Working Group on Diversity in Archives 
and Records Management. 

Mila Su has earned tenure. 

Anne de la Chapelle spent her summer 
giving us a newly renovated ‘Alcove’. The 
space in the Reference room previously 
sported floor to ceiling shelving for print 
indexes. It now is a flexible workspace for 
students, complete with workstations, 
tables, and comfy chairs. 
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POTSDAM 
Marianne Hebert 
hebertm@potsdam.edu 

Joanne LaFontaine was recently hired as an 
evening reference adjunct.  She replaces Drew 
Urbanek who left to take a position at SUNY 
Canton.  Rudy Leon has announced her 
resignation, and will be taking a position at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

The College Libraries have offered, on three 
occasions, a 2-day faculty development 
workshop titled "Developing Information Literate 
Graduates: Integrating Information Literacy in 
Academic Programs" that was attended by 
teams of faculty members from academic 
departments. More than half of our academic 
departments have now sent a team to the 
workshop. We will be offering it again in January 
and May. The workshops are facilitated by Carol 
Franck, our Information Literacy coordinator 
and by Bethany Usher, Associate Professor of 
Anthropology. 

Marianne Hebert gave a presentation "Two 
Faces of Facebook" for SUNY Potsdam alumni, 
as part of the Alumni Reunion Weekend in July 
2008. 

In June 2008, Jenica Rogers-Urbanek 
presented two sessions at SUNYLA's 2008 
conference, "Collaborative Collection 
Development: Not Just a Dream", with Jennifer 
Smathers of SUNY Brockport, and "Servers 101 
for Accidental Tech Librarians" with Matthew 
Keller of SUNY Potsdam. 

Jane Subramanian gave a presentation titled 
"The Norwood Brass Firemen's Strong Beat 
Since the 1870's" for the New York Archives 
Conference Annual Conference held at SUNY 
Potsdam in May 2008.  She also was elected to 
the MARAC (Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives 
Conference) Arline Custer Memorial Award 
Committee and was the recipient of two awards, 
the New York Archives Conference 
organization's award in recognition of 
outstanding professional, dedicated, and 
generous service to NYAC and the SUNY 
Potsdam Alumni Association 2008 Distinguished 

Service Award.  

During the 2007/2008 academic year, a 
new Student Consultants program was 
instituted to serve as a forum for 
conversations with students about library 
services.  Home cooked dinners hosted 
by library faculty have proven to be a 
good incentive to get students to 
participate.  Feedback from the student 
consultants has been very helpful in 
guiding our decisions about the 
implementation and improvement of 
services. 

The libraries administered a pilot 
information literacy assessment tool the 
first week of the Fall semester in more 
than 50 classes, reaching over 1000 
students. 

In August 2008, the College Libraries 
implemented SpringShare's LibGuides 
content management system. Work is in 
progress to shift portions of the libraries 
website to LibGuides, beginning with our 
subject specific web pages.  

F.W. Crumb Library reopened for the 
start of the academic year, after being 
closed for several Summer construction 
projects.  Most of the new HVAC system 
of the library is up and running; window 
replacement and brick work will continue 
during the Fall Semester. 
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PURCHASE 
Carrie Eastman 
Carrie.Eastman@purchase.edu 

We want to welcome a new librarian to our 
Library Faculty as of August 2008.  Sarah 
VanGundy comes to us from Oklahoma, 
specifically the University of Oklahoma, 
where she spent a lot of her childhood and 
eventually got her MLIS in May 2008.  While 
New York is a big change for her and her 
family they are all happy to be here and 
settling in to their new surroundings.  Her 
official title is Reference and Instruction 
Librarian, but like the rest of us she expects 
to do much more.  She will also serve as a 
liaison and selector for Anthropology, New 
Media, and Gay & Lesbian studies.  Feel free 
to welcome her to the larger SUNY 
community: sarah.vangundy@purchase.edu, 
914-251-6423.  We are excited to have her 
here and feel she will be a great asset to the 
Purchase community. 

Heather Saunders is the newest librarian 
to the Purchase Library Faculty as of 
September 10, 2008.  She is our Art 
Librarian.  While we know she has a big job 
ahead of her we know she is up for the 
challenge.  She is joining us from Toronto, 
Canada and received her MLIS from the 
University of Toronto in 2007 and her Master 
of Art History just recently, also from the 
University of Toronto.  Additionally, Heather 
is an artist who works in the fiber arts; you 
can see some of her work here: http://
cocoonsculptures.blogspot.com/.  We look 
forward to her contributions here at 
Purchase College as a member of the 
Reference and Instruction team.  Please 
make her feel welcome: 
heather.saunders@purchase.edu, 914-251- 
6406. 

RENOVATIONS AND NEW TECHNOLOGY 
Lots of things are happening at Purchase.  
We are finally seeing the light at the end of 
our renovation tunnel.  Most of what needs 
to be done are small projects and largely 
cosmetic.  As a result we no longer have 
large sections of the library divided up by 
plywood walls and we can get to all areas of 
the library without taking several detours 

anymore.  The best news is we have three 
new classrooms being used by many classes 
this Fall semester.  All three are equipped 
with smart classroom technologies to make 
all classes more interactive and engaging.   

Two of them are also full computing labs, 

one has thirty new PCs and the other forty; 
there is a printer in each.  Additionally, these 
two lab spaces have a movable divider 
between them, which can be opened up to 
give us a seventy-person computer lab and 
classroom.  We are very happy with these 
new spaces and look forward to the entire 
campus benefitting from their use.   

We also have a new information commons 
on the lower level of the library with new 
modular furniture and computers, as well as 
a new space for our Digital Media Zone, 
which has 20 Macs for film editing and 4 for 
graphics.  These will work well with a new 
set of thirty Flip Video Cameras available for 
student use.  The cameras are small, 
handheld devices, about the size of a 
standard digital camera that one can record 
digital video footage on and then transfer to 
a MAC for editing.  We are all very excited 
about the changes and updates going on and 
look forward to seeing our students take 
advantage of them all.  Don’t forget to stop 
by our Flickr site to see photos of the 
library: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/pclibrary/  
or check out our blog:  
http://www.purchaselibrary.blogspot.com/. 
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STONY BROOK  
Susan Lieberthal 
susan.lieberthal@stonybrook.edu 

Susan Werner, Informatics Librarian at the 
Health Sciences Library, received the 2008 
Stony Brook University Community Service 
Award for her Caring Crafters group who 
created over 200 lap blankets for residents 
of the Long Island State Veterans Home. 
This  was the result of a two-year project 
that involved numerous faculty, staff, and 
students from the entire Stony Brook 
University campus.  

Aimée deChambeau, Electronic Resources 
Librarian, has received tenure with 
promotion to Associate Librarian. 

Stony Brook University welcomes Darren 
Chase as the Southampton Librarian.  
Darren, who was working previously at 
Stony Brook’s Health Sciences library, will be 
in charge of the library at Stony Brook’s 
newest campus in Southampton.   

Steve Berbig was hired to be the Library 
Manager at Southampton. 

Celeste Hessler has been promoted to 
Instructional Support Technician in the Music 
Library. 

Jay Levenson was hired in April 2008 as 
Library Clerk II in Interlibrary Loan.  

Victor Santiago has moved from the 
circulation department and is now Evening 
and Weekend Supervisor of the Science and 
Engineering Library. 

Donna Sammis, Instructional Support 
Specialist in Interlibrary Loan, has been 
awarded the Graduate Student Organization 
Distinguished Service Award for 2007-08. 
Donna was nominated and chosen because 
of the exceptional service she's provided to 
Stony Brook’s graduate students. 

 

 

SUFFOLK 
Rebecca Turner 
turner@sunysuffolk.edu 

Last fall, the Huntington Library sponsored a 
competition among the students of the Art 
Club, under Professor Sara Rafferty, to 
design a mural for the Huntington Library. 

There was great enthusiasm among the 
students and, close to the end of spring 
semester, they presented us with their 
winning selection. It was then executed by 
the winner, Hillel O'Leary, with assistance 
from other Art Club students. Hillel has since 
graduated from Suffolk County Community 
College and is presently a student at the 
Rhode Island School of Design. On 
Wednesday, September 10th the library 
celebrated with formal unveiling of the 
mural. Special thanks to Ilona Middleton, 
Campus Head Librarian, and Jennifer 
Farquhar, Assistant Professor of Library 
Services, for their dedication to this project. 

On July 2nd Kevin McCoy, Professor of 
Library Services, was a panelist at a Suffolk 
County Public Library Directors meeting.  
The panel discussed how to write library 
community room policies to ensure their 
patrons' first amendment rights are 
protected and included Suffolk Library 
Directors and the Executive Director of the 
Suffolk NYLCU.  On October 10th Kevin will 
be presenting at the LiSUG Conference in 
Utica, NY.  The title of the presentation is 
"Collection Development Toolbox: Using 
State-the-Art Tools to Build Library 
Collections". 
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Deborah Provenzano, Associate Professor 
of Library Services at Suffolk County 
Community College, has been working with 
award-winning film producer/director Lucy 
Winer to help locate information and digitize 
images for Lucy’s upcoming documentary, 
Kings Park. This film tells the unprecedented 
story of the Kings Park Psychiatric Center 
from the point of view of the patients and 
their families, as well as from the perspective 
of the staff and the townspeople.  Deborah’s 
research has taken her from the homes of 
former employees of the psychiatric center to 
Manhattan; to the State Archives in Albany 
and back to Kings Park where she has been 
working with town historians at the Kings 
Park Heritage Museum.  Ms. Winer will be 
presenting a lecture and discussing clips of 
her film at this year’s Medical and Scientific 
Libraries of Long Island (MEDLI) Annual 
Meeting, which is being held on November 
3rd at New York College of Osteopathic 
Medicine.  Look for the film to be released 
sometime in January 2009. 

SUNY IT 
Ronald Foster 
Ronald.foster@sunyit.edu 

Ron Foster was promoted to Associate 
Librarian effective September 1, 2008 and 
Crystal Pogorzelski was promoted to Lead 
Programmer Analyst on the same day.  

SUNYIT recently began offering a new virtual 
reference service, Ask Us 24/7.  This 
service was made available through our local 
3Rs Council, the Central New York Library 
Resources Council (CLRC), and managed by 
the Western New York Library Resources 
Council (WNYLRC).  The training was 
performed by WNYLRC staff at CLRC and 
through webinars.  Barbara Grimes is the 
reference librarian at SUNYIT who covers 
specific hours of virtual reference as part of 
the reciprocal agreement.  It is hoped that 
SUNYIT students and faculty will benefit from 
the additional coverage.  

TOMPKINS 
CORTLAND COUNTY 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Bill Drew 
dreww@tc3.edu 

Bill Demo, director, and Dave Lewis, 
Systems Librarian, both retired. 

Bill Drew was hired as the Systems and 
Technical Services librarian.  He has just 
finished a 6-month sentence as Interim 
Library Director.  Gregg Kiehl, formerly of 
Cobleskill, has been hired as Library 
Director.  Gregg started July 1. 

TC3 has successfully implemented ILLiad 
and is now a member of the IDS Project.  
The library has also instituted a purchase 
on demand program for ILL requests that 
are not held within IDS or SUNY. 

The new Learning Commons is now called 
the Baker Commons after Professor 
Emeritus Dr. Lucille Baker.  Services within 
the Baker Commons include library 
services, foreign language lab, tutoring, 
disability services, media services, coffee 
shop/café, and the new Technology 
Learning and Support Center (TLSC).   The 
TLSC will help students with all of their 
technology needs.  This fall is our first full 
semester in the new environment with out 
any construction in the middle of it.  The 
librarians are working closely with the 
Writing Center tutors.  The Writing Center 
has been relocated to an area immediately 
adjacent to the reference desk. 

The library hosted a Nylink brown bag 
luncheon in August on the topic of the 
Learning Commons.  It was well attended 
with 15 people from across the region. 

Margaret Anderson, in her role as college 
archivist, is deeply involved in research and 
preparation for the college’s 40th 
anniversary. In her role as web person, she 
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is working on a new web page for the Baker 
Commons. 

Dave Lewis is returning from retirement to 
work a few hours a week as an Adjunct 
Reference Librarian.  A second Adjunct 
Reference Librarian will be hired soon. 

Bill Drew is investigating adding e-journal 
holdings to the web opac. He is also working 
with Andy Perry of New Paltz on using 
CUFTS as an open source electronic resources 
management system (ERMS). 

UPSTATE MEDICAL 
UNIVERSITY 
Wendi Ackerman 
ackermaw@upstate.edu 

In August the Health Sciences Library 
welcomed two new staff members!  Emily 
Hart joined us as Reference and Web 
Services Librarian; she came to us from 
Penfield Library at SUNY Oswego.  Christian 
O'Brien, MLS, has joined our staff part-time; 
he supports document delivery and other 
technical services projects. 

Unfortunately, the month of August also 
brought us two staff departures.  Devin 
Kerr, User Experience Designer, left us for a 
faculty position with the Art Department at 
SUNY Oswego.  Elise Calvi, Curator of 
Historical Collections, has relocated with her 
husband, who is now on faculty at Indiana 
University.  

WESTCHESTER 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Gloria Meisel 
Gloria.Meisel@sunywcc.edu 

Roberta Bertrand began a new position in 
Public Services.  Roberta began working in 
the library as an adjunct two years ago. 
Prior to joining WCC she did work for not-
for-profit organizations in grant writing and 
as a cataloger.  In addition to her MLS from 
Long Island University, she holds a degree 
in Science, Technology and Society from 
Vassar College and a law degree from 
Cornell University.   

Jessica Tagliaferro is Westchester’s new 
librarian in Electronic Resources.  She was 
formerly Information Manager for the 
American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants in Jersey City, NJ and Durham, 
NC, as well as an adjunct librarian at St. 
Joseph's College in Brooklyn, NY.  She has 
also worked as a communications writer, 
editor and website producer for non-profit 
and academic organizations.  She holds an 
MLS from Long Island University and a BA 
in English and Women's Studies from 
University of Delaware. 

Sandy Schepis, Virtual Services Librarian, 
received a Foundation Award for Excellence 
in Service and has been promoted to Full 
Professor. 

 

Feeling like a ghost? 

Was your library missing from the Campus 

News, Notes, & Information section? 

To be seen in the February issue, get your 

articles in by January 15th. 
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