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Good Day SUNYLA! 

I recently attend the SUNY Council of Library Directors meeting in Cooperstown. 

It was a busy two days. Some things discussed at the meeting were Open SUNY 

Affordable Learning Solutions (ALS). Check out the website to see what is going 

on with Open SUNY Textbooks; OER and MOOCS. Also, the Open SUNY Center 

for Online Teaching Excellence has designed the OSCQR Rubric which can be 

used for assessing online course design and accessibility. Share all of these 

things with your distance education office and faculty on campus! 

Before the meeting there was a pre-conference on Library Assessment, given by 

Karen Brown, Professor, Dominican University Graduate School of Library and 

Information Science and Kara Malenfant, ACRL Senior Strategist for Special 

Initiatives.  The conference focused on developing assessment strategies for 

our libraries and working with directors and librarians to determine how we can 

best articulate our values to our individual campuses as well as throughout 

SUNY. As a result of the conference, Mark McBride, Director of Library Services 

at Monroe Community College, created a page called the SUNY Library 

Assessment Initiatives in the SUNY Learning Commons. SCLD is asking us to 

enter our assessment information into this page, and then start working 

together as a group on assessment. SUNYLA will be holding an Assessment 

Special Interest Group on Thursday, June 5th at the 2015 SUNYLA Conference 

in Purchase. So, if you are interested in assessment, keep an eye out for the 

announcement, and let’s all get together and talk about it in Purchase! If you 

want to do some reading before the conference, check out the report written by 

Karen Brown and Kara Malenfant, Academic Library Contributions to Student 

Success. Or attend some of the assessment webinars offered by the NY3Rs 

which are going on now and continue through the summer. In June Wendi 

Ackerman will present “SUNY Upstate Health Sciences Library on Gathering and 

analyzing quantitative data” and in July Eugene Harvey presents “SUNY Buffalo 

State on Survey Design.” 

As I come to the end of my term as president, I want to thank everyone for a 

great year. I really enjoy being involved in SUNYLA and I have been involved 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://opensunyals.org
http://opensunyals.org
commons.suny.edu/cote/course-supports/oscqr-ruberic/
commons.suny.edu/groups/suny-library-assessment-initiatives/
commons.suny.edu/groups/suny-library-assessment-initiatives/
http://www.ala.org/acrl/sites/ala.org.acrl/files/content/issues/value/contributions_report.pdf
http://www.ala.org/acrl/sites/ala.org.acrl/files/content/issues/value/contributions_report.pdf
http://www.ny3rs.org/educational-opportunities/registration/
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S U N Y L A  2 0 1 5  C O N F E R E N C E  —  T H E  A R T  O F  L I B R A R I A N S H I P  

Carrie Marten, SUNY Purchase 

The Conference, June 3rd-5th, 2015, is coming together nicely.  The presenters have been chosen, 

posters have been accepted and registration is open.  If you have not registered yet please do so 

here:  

https://sunyla2015.wordpress.com/registration/.  Don’t let your spot go to someone else! 

Our keynote is booked for Thursday morning, Amanda Etches  

https://sunyla2015.wordpress.com/program/keynote/.  Her talk is titled How Art Made Me a 

Better Librarian.  The description is as follows: 

Curiosity. Creativity. Imagination. Determination. Dedication. Passion. Maybe these sound like the 

traits of a successful artist. Or maybe they’re just traits of a successful human. One thing’s for 

sure: they are definitely traits of a successful librarian. 

 We are now finalizing all food, events and conference bags.  Did you know that the Membership 

Social is going to be at Purchase’s Neuberger Museum?  Did you know we will have live music at 

the Membership Social?  Did you know we are going to have an outdoor barbeque on Thursday 

night?  And of course all the workshops, presentations and posters cannot be missed, as well as 

twenty-six vendors who will be very excited to talk with everyone. We are looking forward to 

welcoming everyone to Purchase College in less than a month.   

Come celebrate and share the art that is librarianship! 

since I became an Academic Librarian in 2002. My first SUNYLA Conference (Stony Brook 2003) 

I won the Sylvia Chu award and met my sister-by-another-mother (she knows who she is). I 

continued taking small steps in SUNYLA (and making more wonderful friends): committee 

member; conference moderator; conference presenter; conference registration; delegate; 1st 

V.P.; President and now on to Past President. Who knew when I applied for the first award how 

involved I would become with the organization – but I love every minute of it. So please, get 

involved. I promise you will have a great time and meet really great people! 

 

Rosanne Humes 

https://sunyla2015.wordpress.com/registration/
https://sunyla2015.wordpress.com/program/keynote/


A library school experience should include both theoretical and practical learning. In the summer 

graduate Information Environment course (University at Albany), we opted for a mix, with a strong leaning 

toward practical. As students in the summer 2014 Information Science and Technology 601 course, together 

with our instructor, we decided to organize a professional library event. We chose to coordinate an outreach 

event where we could gain knowledge of library programming and event planning with the intent of sharing 

what we learned with the greater library community.  

The idea of our event, entitled Library Programs2 Symposium, was to connect professional staff 

from libraries, archives, schools, and other social groups together with people offering programs. Programs, 

in libraries and other social environments, provide valuable educational, social, and cultural experiences to 

community members, including students, teachers, history enthusiasts and the inquisitive. The IST 601 class 

organized this “program fair” where local educational, social and cultural organizations could exhibit program 

offerings.  

To do this, we had to first learn about different types of libraries and their programming needs.  

We then contacted potential presenters who would exhibit and discuss their programs. This turned out to 

be a surprisingly difficult task, considering the event was free. Over 50 vendors agreed to attend and exhibit 

at this event. With this level of exhibitor commitment and our outreach efforts to bring in attendees, we felt 

that we had met our goal of providing a centralized connection space between community program 

“educators” and “educators” who facilitate programming in their respective communities.  

We also created promotional materials (including a website, flyer and handout folder); secured 

funding including two generous grants (one through SUNYLA and one through the University’s Auxiliary 

Service); and learned a lot about event planning in general. We initiated an e-mail outreach campaign to 

bring in local librarians, information professionals, educators (e.g., PTAs), and social organization 

coordinators (e.g., Girls and Boys Club). Contacting these different groups allowed us to adapt to the 

different educational needs between the groups and it also provided us with the ability to initiate one-on-one 

interactions on the day of the event. 

Meeting with these different groups and having to learn about effective communication, event 

planning, marketing and grant writing all in the time of a normal semester was daunting but thrilling (the 

event took place four months after the start of the summer class, i.e. the time span of a normal semester). 

Research shows that practical application of theoretical principles leads to more workplace preparedness 

and gives graduates the ability to adapt to changing work environments. These are all skills needed by 

information professionals and learning them while planning a fun, free and library-centered event allowed 

the students of IST601 to have a safety net (our instructor), but still remain in control of the details of the 

event.  

All-in-all, the day was a success! At the event, one could see a Civil War reenactor, a scientist 

making elephant’s toothpaste, a cheery clown, and many more exhibitors. It was an eclectic mix of 

presenters providing plenty of programming for our attendees. Our attendees were excited to learn about 

new programming and the exhibitors were thrilled that attendees were sincerely interested in their events 

and materials.  

Keep an eye out this fall for the 2nd Annual Library Programs2 Symposium! 

Hurst, D., Cleveland-Innes, M., Hawranik, P., & Gauvreau, S. (2013). Online graduate student identity and 

professional skills development. Canadian Journal of Higher Education, 43(3), 36-55. Retrieved from http://

ojs.library.ubc.ca/index.php/cjhe 
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L I B R A R Y  S C H O O L  E X P E R I E N C E 2  

Laurie Dreyer, Carol Anne Germain, Joelle Adler, Brieanna Chillious, and Anne Matusiewicz 

University at Albany 
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With my SUNYLA Professional Development Grant, I went to LOEX in Denver, Colorado, 

where I co-presented a session called “Flip – Game – Assess: Taste Test for Success.”  

My co-presenters, from Ferris State University, were showing off really great 

underclassman classroom activities like Synonym Scattergories, and Bingo and Family 

Feud played using their discovery system.  My section of the presentation focused on 

PILOT, an information literacy tutorial I helped write and code, and which Ferris is 

using as the outside-of-class part of their flipped classroom experience.  The system in 

which PILOT is built is designed to make life easier for librarians who want to create 

interactive content and assessments, even if they can’t write computer code.  PILOT is 

freely available to anyone who wants it, whether they just want to borrow some 

content, or are interested in installing the whole system on their own server. 

I also attended quite a few interesting and useful conference sessions.  A few of my 

favorite takeaways were: 

 BEAM as an alternative model to constant discussion of scholarly versus 

popular sources.  “BEAM: A Rhetorical Vocabulary for Teaching Research-

Based Writing” was published in 2008 by Joseph Bizup in Rhetoric Review.  

It’s an acronym that stands for Background, Exhibits, Arguments, Methods—

four different functional roles a source could have in your research project.  

This model lets us move away from having to discuss if students should use a 

source, and instead focus on how they should use that source. 

 The University of Virginia Library’s Source Deck.  Each card in the Source 

Deck has a citation and a screenshot of a source on it, whether that source is 

a tweet, a catalog record, a database record, or an article from Huffington 

Post (and so on).  Every student is given a card.  You can use the cards for 

classroom activities like having students describe their card to someone who 

can’t see, until that person manages to locate the resource on a computer.  

Or, you can have students put the cards in order of when they were 

published, noticing that an older book on a broader topic can be a great 

source for the same paper as a HuffPo article about a current event. 

 The George Washington University presenters’ idea that a research paper is a 

party, and the citations are the guest list.   

Thank you so much to SUNYLA for letting me attend LOEX!  I greatly appreciate the 

opportunity to share my ideas with a national audience of instruction librarians, and to 

learn about so many cool things that other libraries’ instruction programs are doing. 

P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  G R A N T  R E P O R T  – L O E X  

Emily Mitchell, Oswego 
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  G R A N T  R E P O R T  – A C R L  

Justina Elmore, Geneseo 

With funding support from a SUNYLA Professional Development Grant, I had the 

opportunity to travel to Portland for this year’s 2015 ACRL Conference. 

For me, one of the highlights of the entire conference was the opportunity to hear Jad 

Abumrad, co-host and co-creator of Radiolab, speak about the transformative and 

often terrifying process of being innovative.  Abumrad’s ability to weave storytelling, 

metaphor, imagery and technology was not only thrilling to watch, but an excellent 

example for any instructor interested in mastering the ability to engage an 

audience.  You can see an excerpt of Jad Abumrad’s ACRL 2015 keynote here. 

During the conference, I made it point to attend as many sessions as I could on the 

new Information Literacy Framework to gain a better understanding of how to 

implement the framework into my own instruction.  The conference also provided the 

opportunity to hear from members of the ACRL task-force about the iterative process 

in which they developed the framework.  There has been much passionate discussion 

(both in virtually as well as at the conference) about how the framework should be 

implemented, whether the framework should replace the old ACRL Information 

Literacy (IL) Competency standards, if they can/will co-exist or even whether they are 

compatible enough to be merged cohesively by mapping the old standards to the new 

framework.   

Given this debate surrounding the upcoming adoption of the framework, it was helpful 

to hear from task-force members about the practical applications they and others 

have begun to use in implementing the framework at their home institutions.  For 

instance, at some institutions, librarians have teamed up with Teaching and Learning 

Centers and/or faculty to provide workshops on teaching with threshold concepts as a 

way of introducing the IL framework and paving the way for future IL instruction and 

collaboration. Other institutions are using the framework as an overlay for curriculum 

mapping in order to identify gaps and more effectively implement IL instruction within 

the disciplines at their institutions.  Another institution has shrewdly used the 

framework as a means to solidify the value of the library within the institution by tying 

the framework to the undergraduate learning goals that underpin their general 

education requirements. Now that phase I for the rollout of the framework itself has 

been completed, next steps will include the further development of a bibliography on 

best practices in understanding and implementing the framework, piloting programs 

as models of embedded IL using the framework, and promoting the framework within 

outside organizations, discipline associations and accrediting agencies.  Overall, I am 

enthusiastic about the new framework and intend to closely follow phase II of the 

framework’s adoption, even as I begin to assess my own library instruction to fit within 

the IL framework, especially where they intersect with concept thresholds within my 

subject disciplines. 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.radiolab.org/
http://acrl.learningtimesevents.org/keynote-abumrad/
http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframeworkapps#appendix3
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In addition to sessions about the framework, I also made it a point to attend Char Booth’s contributed 

paper presentation on the curriculum mapping they’ve been developing to identify information literacy 

intersections across their curriculum at Claremont Colleges.  If you’re interested in course mapping, I 

recommend taking a look at her slides on Strategic Cartography on slideshare and the mapping template 

made available for others to use under a creative commons license. 

Having been to many conferences throughout my career, I can honestly say that ACRL 2015 ranks at the 

top of the list. Portland was a lovely host city and I even had the opportunity to explore some of the 

pacific coast before taking the red-eye home to Rochester.  I’d like to thank the members of the 

Professional Development Grant committee for helping make my attendance at this conference possible. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Thanks to the SUNYLA Professional Development grant I was able to attend the ACRL2015 Annual 

Conference in Portland, OR March 25 th -28 th, as well as the first ever #CritLib Unconference held at 

Portland State University on March 24th, 2015. 

While waiting for my connecting flight from Burlington to Portland in JFK, I was looking over twitter and 

facebook to catch up on conversations with librarians who were also traveling to Portland. I saw a call out 

for someone to present an introduction to critical theory on the #critlib unconference event site, and I 

volunteered to lead this unconference session. That morning in Portland, as in a classroom, I committed 

myself to asking folks to speak to each other, posed questions to voices within the group, and sat back in 

silence at times in order for others to speak up and speak out. What wonderfully converged was a group 

discussion, with a depth of conversation relevant to all levels of familiarity with critical theory, which 

grounded participants in practice for the conference ahead. 

At the ACRL 2015 conference, I moderated a panel of contributed papers on libraries using twitter. The 

panel that explored what library programmers can learn from food truck promotion strategies, building 

crowdsourced reference applications, and exploring on-demand interlibrary loan requests. Upon return to 

SUNY Plattsburgh, I have been supervising a social media intern for the library, developing a content 

strategy for Feinberg social media, and securing participation and approval from library faculty and staff 

committees; this panel was instrumental to my own research in social media for libraries and I learned 

things to implement at Plattsburgh. 

Some of my conference highlights of sessions that I attended included, “From the Individual to the 

Institution: Exploring the Experiences of Academic Librarians of Color,” which provided context and depth 

for early career academic experiences. Another excellent session was “Process, Not Product: Teaching and 

Assessing the Critical Process of Information Literacy,” with a presentation style I will adopt in my own 

teaching; lots of circulating, pauses for discussion and reflection, and an open, enthusiasm for critical 

theory and research. Relevant to my own participation within the SUNY system with Open SUNY, I found 

the panel on “Scholarly Communication as a Tool for Social Justice and Diversity,” useful for framing how 

we think about access and digital tools for students with faculty. 

P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  G R A N T  R E P O R T  # C R I T L I B  U N C O N F E R E N C E  

Lydia Willoughby, Plattsburgh 

http://www.slideshare.net/charbooth
http://scholarship.claremont.edu/ccct_cmaps/52/


Thanks to the SUNYLA Professional Development Grant I received, I was able to attend the 

LOEX 2015 Annual Conference in Denver, Colorado to deliver two presentations. LOEX is a 

highly regarded organization focused on library instruction and information literacy. Each year, 

the conference is held in a new city and is structured around a theme. This year’s theme was 

beer, since Colorado is known for its microbreweries. 

My first presentation was titled “High Gravity, Unfiltered Advice: Tips from Teachers-turned-

Librarians.” I co-presented with former colleagues from Grand Valley State University and East 

Carolina University. We shared practical teaching advice we gleaned as former K-12 teachers. 

Our highly practical session focused on tips for improving instructional design, classroom 

management, and teacher presence. You may find the list of strategies on this Google Doc. The 

presentation had over 70 attendees and many of them had positive comments regarding the 

usefulness of our presentation. 

Michelle Bishop and Emily Thompson (now at Univ. Tennessee), and I gave a presentation titled 

“Crafting a New Brew: Taking the Lead in Developing Specialized Instruction.” This presentation 

was inspired by our unique roles at SUNY Oswego as the Online Instruction/Instructional Design 

Librarian, First-Year Experience Librarian, and Learning Technologies Librarian. We explored 

how we have developed our positions, highlighted challenges and successes, and provided 

advice to library directors and librarians on ideas for developing these type of emerging 

positions. While this presentation had a smaller audience, the presentation was well received. 

Outside of my presentations, I was also able to bring home many new ideas to implement at 

Penfield Library. Since my position at SUNY Oswego is highly entrenched in library instruction, I 

always appreciate learning new ways of assessing my instruction and thinking about how my 

instruction will be impacted by innovations, such as the new ACRL Framework. I would 

encourage any member of SUNYLA to make LOEX a destination conference at some point in 

her/his career. 

This has been a particularly full year of scholarly activity for me,  and I am grateful that SUNYLA 

was able to grant me the assistance I needed to pay for my conferencing costs. I look forward to 

my future contributions to the SUNY system and the field of librarianship. 

“LOEX is a highly 

regarded 

organization 

focused on 

library 

instruction and 

information 

literacy.” 
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  G R A N T  R E P O R T  – L O E X  

Brandon West, SUNY Oswego 

http://www.loexconference.org
http://www.loexconference.org
http://www.loex.org/index.php
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ORgWkxr2wcKL54E8P6d5moumu3V-MdA7diiLeOJv06U/edit?usp=sharing


“[We are] 

excited to be 

hosting the 

‘Harry Potter’s 

World’ exhibit 

from the 

National Library 

of Medicine this 

fall…” 
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A L F R E D  S T A T E ,  C O L L E G E  O F  C E R A M I C S  

Eva Sclippa 

C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

The Scholes Library is excited to be hosting the “Harry Potter’s World” exhibit from the National 

Library of Medicine this fall, from August 31st to October 10th! The exhibit—a set of six banners 

exploring the Renaissance science, philosophy, and history behind the lore of Rowling’s series—

will be accompanied by items from the library’s special collections. Additionally, we are currently 

planning a significant event series in concert with the Herrick and Box of Books libraries, 

including related lectures, receptions, demonstrations, and competitions. 

Following on the announcement of the NEAC grant, the library will soon have another boost to 

our collection of Japanese art books, thanks to a grant secured by Art History Professor Meghen 

Jones and Art Librarian Eva Sclippa. The grant, provided by the Metropolitan Center for Far 

Eastern Art Studies, will further expand and refresh our current offerings on Japanese art and 

architecture. 

Flooding caused by a weather-related radiator issue has resulted in an opportunity to reimagine 

our space on the ground floor. Planning is currently underway to renovate the space, including 

the transformation of a small, closed-in computer classroom into an open working and teaching 

space—as well as an opportunity to move out some older, less used resources. The majority of 

the renovations should be completed over the summer. 

B R O C K P O R T  

Logan Rath 

We’ve been quite busy at Drake Memorial Library. We hosted the Publishing in Libraries 

Conference on March 20th, 2015, in our new Liberal Arts Building. The conference website 

is: http://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/pubinlib. Furthermore, members of the Drake 

Memorial Library staff helped with the first annual SUNY Undergraduate Research Conference 

held on April 10th, 2015, at Brockport. See the results here:  

http://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/surc. Lastly, the Friends of the Drake Memorial Library 

held a successful Antiques Roadshow fundraiser March 21st & 22nd, 2015. We’ve also 

welcomed Jeffrey Smith as our new Associate Provost for Library, Information & Technology 

Services. Mr. Smith was formerly the interim Associate Provost as well as the former Director of 

Technology Support Services in LITS. 

We’ve also had several presentations, publications, and awards: 

Laura Dumuhosky presented a poster co-authored with Logan Rath entitled “LibGuides Guided: 

How Research and Collaboration Leads to Success” available at  

http://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/lib_presentations/2/ 

Patricia Maxwell was honored with a Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Professional Service. 

Jennifer Smathers was honored with a Chancellor’s Award for Librarianship. 

Kim Myers presented at the 2015 ACRL IR Tailgate in Portland, Oregon last month. 

http://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/pubinlib
http://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/surc
http://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/lib_presentations/2/


April was Jazz Appreciation Month, and SUNY Canton’s Southworth Library Learning Commons 

celebrated by hosting our very first Jazz Night at the Library.  The jazz trio A Fine Line, 

comprised of librarian Mike Magilligan and math professor Dan Gagliardi, along with Clarkson 

University psychology professor Bill Vitek, performed a special evening of music in the library to 

celebrate their recent record release.  

In conjunction with our Title IX and Greek Affairs offices, the Learning Commons Book Club read 

College Girl by Laura Gray-Rosendale, which tells her difficult story of being the victim of sexual 

assault while a student at Syracuse University.  Dr. Gray-Rosendale visited campus Monday, 

April 13th for a reading and book signing.   

SLLC will also be hosting a Primal Scream on the Monday of Finals Week.  This event is the 

perfect way for students, as well as faculty and staff, to release their inner stress and 

frustration with the craziness around the end of the semester.  It is also a great opportunity to 

be loud in an academic library, an oddity our students really seem to enjoy.  We ask people to 

arrive a few minutes early, start a countdown, and then scream for about ten seconds.  Then 

it’s “Good Luck on Finals” and back to work! 

“SLLC will also 

be hosting a 

Primal Scream 

on the Monday 

of Finals Week.” 
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C A N T O N  

Cori Wilhelm 

C O R T L A N D  

Dan Harms  

Gretchen Douglas, Librarian and Coordinator of the Computer Applications Program at SUNY 
Cortland, is retiring after 20 years. Gretchen is the past president of SUNYLA, serving from April 

2001—June 2002.  One of her most important milestones as president was the creation of an 

information literacy track at the 2002 CIT conference. She joined the CIT Planning Committee 
that year and enjoyed it so much, she continued on the committee until June 2014. Gretchen 

was the recipient of the SUNY Chancellor’s Awards for Excellence in Librarianship in 2005. 

 



E S F  

Jane Verostek 

Emma Esperon, Public and Technical Services Clerk at Moon Library, has accepted a full-time 
position working at the Library of Congress in the Conservation Division Collection Stabilization 

Section. 

 

Moon Library was the site for the Friends of Moon Library “Coffee with Friends” events held on 

March 16th and April 15th. This was a time for current friends of Moon Library and interested 

friends to come and meet board members and other SUNY ESF faculty and staff. Student were 

also welcome and were also in attendance. 

 

In March, in conjunction with the Dale L. Travis Lecture http://www.esf.edu/efb/travislecture/ 
on the SUNY ESF campus on the topic of landscape preservation at the Roosevelt Estate in 

Hyde Park, Jane Verostek, Associate Librarian, did two displays on SUNY ESF’s involvement with 

Hyde Park’s landscape plan. The displays included letters from the Moon Library archives that 
FDR sent to several SUNY ESF deans which discussed the initial landscape plans and tree and 

plant choices for Hyde Park.  Joanne Lafontaine, Public and Technical Services Clerk,  put 

together a book display also related to the talk featuring landscape architecture books from the 

Moon Library collection. 

 

In celebration of National Library Week in April,  Moon Library displayed a poster with statistics 

about Moon Library use; we had two displays about the history of Moon Library; and we held a 
Library IQ Throwdown event where students were challenged to answer research questions to 

learn more about the library and doing research and also to win prizes. 

 

Ruth Owens, Assistant Librarian at Moon Library, was the first recipient of the  CLRC - Central 

NY Library Resources Council Professional Development Award. Ruth will receive funding to 

help her attend the annual meeting of the Special Libraries Association in June of 2015. 
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http://www.esf.edu/efb/travislecture/


 

We are very excited that the Greenley Library Information 

Commons opened in Spring 2015; the renovation is 

completed for students and faculty to enjoy.  There is all 

new furniture, shelving units, desks, chairs and 

computers throughout the library.  

 

The reference desk, reference collection, circulation 

desk, and patron computers are located on the first 

floor.  

 

The renovation has transformed the second floor of the 

library with all new technology and a comfortable 

environment for students to study and socialize.  The 

Periodicals Department that was closed during the 

renovation is now open.  There are large screen 

monitors for group projects that can enhance the 

research and study process.   There is a room for 

Distance Learning that will hold training and 

workshop classes for faculty, and there is a room for 

Center for Teaching, Learning and Technology (CTLT) 

events.  Also, the Writing Center has moved to the 

Greenley Library, 2nd floor,  along with the Tutoring 

Center. 

 

If two or more students wish to have group study, 

there are two rooms available for that purpose. 

F A R M I N G D A L E  

Azadeh Mirzadeh  
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“The poets came 

from a variety of 

disciplines — Vet 

Tech, 

Biotechnology, 

Communica-

tions, History, 

and Computer 

Science.” 
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This April, the Library participated in The Creativity Conference @ GCC with a book display high-
lighting creativity, innovation, and Leonardo da Vinci. Colorful paper was available for students 

to design origami or other creations. Mannequins wearing conference logo t-shirts provided by 

the Fashion Department directed passers-by to the display.  See the Creativity LibGuide for info 

on more books, sites, and databases. 

A Tale for Three Counties 2015, a local “one book” project, was a great success, thanks to eve-

ryone who attended a discussion, joined the reading fun, and/or assisted us to engage 350 
students with reading and discussing We are Called to Rise. Reference Services Librarian Cindy 

Hagelberger, Library Director Nina Warren, and Part-time Reference Librarian Michele Asmus 

serve on the planning committee for this project.  Highlights of Laura McBride’s visit to GCC.  

 

The 14th annual Student Poetry Contest, organized by Reference Services Librarian Cindy Hagel-

berger, culminated with an awards and recognition ceremony held in the library on Thursday, 
April 23rd.  Included in the audience were five of the six winners who brought friends and family 

along to join the celebration.  The poets came from a variety of disciplines—Vet Tech, Biotech-

nology, Communications, History, and Computer Science.  The contest and the awards event 
were publicized throughout the college community as well as the library and via social me-

dia.  The winners will also join students from past contests on the library’s Poetry Contest web-

page which stays active year round. 

 

Systems & Electronic Services Librarian Michelle Eichelberger was a member of the external 

review team for Jamestown Community College Library’s Functional Area Review, which took 
place in April.  Participating on this team was a great way to learn how other libraries provide 

services, and we’ve already implemented some of JCC’s ideas here at GCC.  Thanks to JCC for 

the excellent hospitality and the well-planned assessment experience, which we will be borrow-
ing from for our 2017 FAR. 

 

 
This semester, Instructional Librarian Nicki Lerczak and Part-time Reference Librarians Sarah 

Karas and Rich Bartl offered a series of eight plagiarism workshops which were attended by 84 

students.  Workshops were offered the week before spring break and two weeks before the end 
of the semester.  The workshops covered summarizing, paraphrasing, and quoting  and were 

geared towards MLA citation style.  Many faculty members offered extra-credit to students who 

attended the workshops.  The Blackboard plagiarism course that was created last summer by a 
library-faculty committee has had 26 students administratively enrolled in it over the course of 

the academic year, half of whom have successfully completed the course. 

 

Collection Development Librarian Cindy Francis collaborated with history professor Derek Max-

field and with the Holland Land Office Museum staff to host the “Genesee Community College - 

Civil War Initiative (CWI) ‘It Lives On…’ “ display. The display was a retrospective tribute to the 
CWI with a tribute to the physical legacy of the initiative, including primary sources, artifacts 

featured in the Civil War encampments held in Medina and Lima, and secondary sources pur-

chased to support the initiative. Before the CWI started, the library had a fantastic Civil War 
collection which has expanded to include DVDs of featured CWI speakers, and a significant 

collection of military and pension records of Civil War veterans, which were displayed along with 

archival photos of the soldiers. More information. 

G E N E S E E  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  

Michelle Eichelberger 

http://guides.genesee.edu/creativity
http://guides.genesee.edu/tale2015/author_visit
http://www.genesee.edu/library/about-the-library/poetry-contests/
http://www.genesee.edu/library/about-the-library/poetry-contests/
http://www.genesee.edu/news/articles/dspArticle/4886/
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M A R I T I M E  

Rebecca Hyams 

For the past few months the librarians at SUNY Maritime have been busy preparing everything 
for the ship’s library for this year’s Summer Sea Term. We did a massive weeding of the Ship’s 

Library collection (mostly leisure reading) and purchased several hundred new book titles for 

the cadets to read in addition to some new board games and DVDs. New computers were 
installed in the library and a new intranet site was built for students to get information while at 

sea.  

 

Laurel Angrist will be serving as Ship’s Librarian for the first half, and Richard Delbango (from 

Nassau Community College) will be serving on the second half. This year’s ports will include 

Charleston, La Spezia, Belfast, Split, and Cadiz, and the voyage will last from mid-May until mid-

August.  

 

This semester we started recording the speakers in our Library Lecture Series and posting them 
to our YouTube channel, which has been met with positive results. We also rolled out a library 

Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/stephenblucelibrary?_rdr). 

 

Our library director search is still ongoing. We hope to have an announcement soon. 

“Laurel Angrist 

will be serving as 

Ship’s Librarian 

for the first half, 

and Richard 

Delbango (from 

Nassau 

Community 

College) will be 

serving on the 

second half.” 

https://www.facebook.com/stephenblucelibrary?_rdr


Mark McBride, Director of Library Services, presented at the Publishing in Libraries Conference 
at SUNY Brockport on Friday, March 20th. Mark presented on the benefits of using Open 

Educational Resources in the classroom. He discussed the positive effect it has on student 

grades and retention.  The conference was sponsored by the SUNY Conversations in the 
Disciplines Program. The audience included faculty, students, librarians, and instructional 

designers.   

 

Mark has also been named Chair of the SUNY Council of Library Directors (SCLD).  

 

Alice Wilson, Assistant Director of Library Services, represented MCC in a panel discussion, 
“Strengthening the Foundation: Preparing Students for College-Level Research,” at the 

Rochester Institute of Technology on February 26th. Local academic librarians shared 

perspectives on the skills and traits students need to succeed in post-secondary research 

projects to an audience of high school librarians, teachers, and administrators. 

 

Alice Wilson also co-presented at a Brockport High School faculty meeting with English 

professor Angelique Johnston, Jennifer Kegler, librarian at The College at Brockport, and Kathy 

Jaccarino, Brockport High School Librarian, on college-level research.  

 

MCC librarians participated in the Rochester Regional Library Council’s “Silo-Busting Bonanza!” 
at ARTISANworks on March 19th, 2015. The event featured poster sessions highlighting 

interesting and innovative projects and partnerships in the local library community.  Librarians 

Michelle Beechey, Rick Squires, and Alice Wilson prepared a poster session, “Building Bridges: 
Dual Credit as an Opportunity for Collaboration” inspired by their work with History professor Bill 

Drumright; Mary Rizzo, Program Coordinator for MCC’s School to College Alliances; and partners 

from Gates-Chili High School. Michelle presented the poster session with support from Mary 

Timmons. 

 

Bess Watts, Principal Library Clerk, presented a class with Thomas Privitere on the issues of 

being lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender in the workplace and Unions for the Gendered 
Workplace Course. The course is being held at Cornell University. Topics may include the 

historical role of women in the workplace; sex segregation in the workplace; norms of 
masculinity; the intersectionality of issues including race, LGBTQ, and disability; gendered legal 

issues; work-family issues; pay equity; gender discrimination; harassment and bullying; union 

representation; and many others. 

 

Librarian Mary Timmons has been elected to serve as the Faculty Senator for the library; she 

has been appointed to serve on the Special Committee on Administrative Affairs.  

 

From around the MCC Campus:  A new Provost and Vice President, Academic Services, has 

been announced.  Dr. Andrea Wade, currently the Associate Vice President and Dean at SUNY 

Broome Community College, will be starting in July at MCC.   

“Librarian Mary 

Timmons has 

been elected to 

serve as the 

Faculty Senator 

for the library…” 
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M O N R O E  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  

Mary Timmons  



“We welcomed 

three new faces 

to the Penfield 

family.” 
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Quest, the college’s annual symposium of faculty and student scholarly and creative works, was 

held on April 15th. As part of the day of presentations, Penfield sponsored the Display-to-

Archives Program which recognizes, exhibits, collects, and promotes access to the scholarly and 

creative work of the college’s faculty.  

Penfield also supported faculty research by awarding ten Faculty Teaching and Research 

Collection Grants this spring. Grant recipients contributed to the library’s collection by 

recommending materials which either support their research interests or program/course 

curriculum needs. 

Michelle Bishop attended the SCLD Assessment Workshop on April 15th, in Cooperstown. She 

will be presenting “Crafting a New Brew: Taking the Lead in Developing Specialized Instruction” 

at LOEX 2015 with Brandon West and Emily Thompson. She will also be co-presenting a panel 

session at SUNYLA titled, “The New(ish) Librarian Support Group”. 

Webmaster Librarian Emily Mitchell has an article coming out this spring in Computers in 

Libraries that she co-authored with Brandon West and Kathryn Johns-Masten: “Revitalizing 

Library Services with Usability Data.”  Emily will also be co-presenting a session on flipped 

classrooms at LOEX this May, and giving a solo presentation on “Content Strategy: The Care 

and Feeding of Library Websites” at SUNYLA in June.  

Brandon West presented a poster with Emily Thompson at the 2015 ACRL 2015 conference in 

Portland, OR titled "Crowdsourcing and Instructional Design for Sustainable Video Tutorials." He 

is preparing to present at LOEX 2015 in Denver, CO at the end of April. 

Personnel News 

We welcomed three new faces to the Penfield family. Liz Siegel has joined as a Reference 

Librarian. Cristin Bowman is now a member of the Evening Access Services staff.  

After a fruitful search, Sharona Ginsburg has been hired as our Learning Technologies 

Librarian. She brings valuable experience and will be an asset to our library and campus. 

O S W E G O  

Michelle Bishop 

Susanne Markgren, Digital Services Librarian, conducted the workshop, "Easing Into Writing 

and Publishing for the Profession," for the LACUNY Junior Faculty Research Roundtable and 

LACUNY Professional Development Committee, at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, New 

York, NY, March 6th, 2015. 

Susanne also facilitated, along with colleagues from the University of Indiana, the Roundtable 

Discussion, "E-book Collection Development: Formalizing a Policy and Streamlining 

Acquisitions," at the ACRL 2015 National Conference in Portland, OR, March 27th, 2015. They 

will present a panel session with the same title at the 30th Annual NASIG Conference in 

Washington, D.C., on May 28th, 2015. 

Susanne presented "Writing and Publishing for the Profession: A Just-Do-It Approach" at the 

Long Island Library Conference, in Melville, NY, on May 7th, 2015. 

Susanne will also facilitate a workshop titled "Writing and Publishing for the Profession: Finding 

Your Muse and Fighting Your Resistance" at the 2015 SUNYLA Conference at Purchase College, 

on June 3rd, 2015. 

P U R C H A S E  

Carrie Marten  



Janet Clarke, Associate Dean of Research & User Engagement, was elected President of the 

Asian Pacific American Librarians Association (APALA) for the 2015-16 term.  APALA is a formal 

American Library Association Affiliate Organization, and one of ALA's five ethnic caucuses.   She 

has served on APALA's Executive Board since 2012, currently serving as its Vice President.  In 

that capacity, Janet is co-chairing the planning of the APALA President's Program: "Global Roots, 

Local Identities: Asian International Adoption and Advocacy," which will be part of the ALA 

Annual Conference in San Francisco in June. 

Ann Gleason, Head of Health Science Library, had her book, Mobile Technologies for Every 

Library (Medical Library Association Books Series), published.  

http://www.amazon.com/Mobile-Technologies-Library-Medical-Association/dp/1442248920 

Michael B. Huang, Health Science Librarian and Coordinator of International Library Initiatives, 

was appointed to the International Federation of Library Association.  IFLA is the leading 

international body representing the interests of library and information services and their users. 

It is the global voice of the library and information profession. 

Daniel Kinney had an article published: "The Influence of Latin on the Development of the 

German Language,"  The Forum 33 (Spring 2015) 29-34. 

New hires in the Libraries: 

Lis Pankl, Head of Academic Engagement 

Lis comes to Stony Brook University from Kansas State University Libraries where she was the 

Graduate and Faculty Services Librarian.  Previous to that, she worked as Humanities Librarian 

and Instruction Librarian at Kansas State.  Before earning her Master’s degree in Library 

Science at the University of North Texas, she taught English at high schools in Plano and Terrell,  

and at Western Texas College.   

In addition to her Library Science degree, Lis recently earned her PhD at Kansas State, writing 

her dissertation The Critical Geographies of Frida Kahlo.  She has served on ACRL and LLAMA 

committees, published articles and book chapters on library instruction and recruitment, and 

presented at a number of literature and geography conferences. 

Hu Wang, Senior Programmer Analyst   

Hu spent the last two decades working at the American Institute of Physics, where he designed, 

developed and maintained software systems and applications.  Prior to that he was a post-

doctoral research associate at Cornell University Medical College where he published several 

papers on the application of mathematical theory in physiology.  Being both a researcher and 

worked for a content provider, Hu brings to us unique experience and knowledge of both ends 

of the information delivery spectrum. 

Hu is no stranger to Stony Brook University, having graduated from here with a Master's and a 

PhD in Applied Mathematics and Statistics. He also holds a BS in Mathematics from the 

Northeast Petroleum University in China.  
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“[IFLA] is the 

global voice of 

the library and 

information 

profession.” 

S T O N Y  B R O O K  

Jennifer Devito 

http://www.apalaweb.org/
http://www.ala.org/groups/affiliates/affiliates/current
http://alaac15.ala.org/
http://alaac15.ala.org/
http://www.amazon.com/Mobile-Technologies-Library-Medical-Association/dp/1442248920


Dawn K. Wing, Instructor of Library Services at the Ammerman Campus, is the new SUNYLA 

delegate for SCCC.  Dawn presented best practices for teaching graphic novels to English 

Language Learners at the Long Island Popular Culture Conference on April 16th, 2015.  An avid 

reader and creator of visual narratives, she also facilitated a workshop at the 2015 SCCC 

Creative Writing Festival based on cartoonist Lynda Barry’s book What It Is. Dawn looks forward 

to co-presenting on the panel, “Mentorship Magic: Spectrum Edition,” for the Spectrum Institute 

at ALA’s Annual Conference in San Francisco this June.  

Jennifer Farquhar, Associate Professor of Library Services at the Ammerman Campus, 

presented “Collaborating with Integrity: Librarians, Classroom Faculty and Administrators Mix It 

Up with an Academic Honesty Quiz Bowl” at the 43rd Annual LOEX Conference in Denver, 

Colorado. 

Penny Bealle, Eastern Campus Library: As part of her sabbatical project, Penny led a seminar 

titled "Promoting Academic Integrity in Your Courses: What Works?" 

at the School of Management, University of South Australia in Adelaide on May 6th, 2015. 

 

News and Events at Ammerman Campus Library:  

STEM Showcase 

March is frequently devoted to STEM celebrations in higher 

education, and the Ammerman Campus Library was no exception.  

The library partnered with STEM faculty to showcase the work and 

activities of SCCC’s talented STEM students.  STEM clubs displayed 

posters describing their activities, created exhibits, and conducted 

demonstrations in several scientific fields. STEM month culminated 

in a Poster Session-Reception with STEM scholars on hand to 

discuss their research. 

 

 

 

Long Live Radio! (And TV) 

Susan Lieberthal, Head Librarian at the Ammerman campus, worked with the Long Island Radio 

& Television Historical Society to create a program celebrating the history of radio with an 

emphasis on the role played by Long Island.  Historical artifacts, which include the famous RCA 

dog, Nipper, will remain on display in the main lobby through the summer. 

Study Well 

Study Well is a student engagement activity that is quickly becoming a traditional end-of-

semester event at the Ammerman Campus Library.  We provide coffee and snacks in the late 

afternoon for both day and evening students as a stress busting activity. We also provide an 

assortment of arts and crafts, but we know it’s really about the coffee.  The gratitude expressed 

by students makes it all worthwhile. 

S U F F O L K  

Dawn Wing 
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T C 3  

Susanna VanSant 

It has been a busy spring semester at TC3.  We’re branching out in all sorts of directions. 

Video Services 

The TC3 Library video production services streamed its first live event. Participants from across 

the country engaged in a virtual Twitter Wine Tasting. The event was sponsored by the Finger 

Lakes Wine Alliance and the TC3 Culinary program. 

Adjunct-in-Residence 

Librarian Eric Jenes and adjunct English instructor Jill Loop presented at the Connecting, 

Collaborating and Celebrating the Art of Teaching Conference about the Writing & Research 

Center’s (WRC) successful adjunct-in-residence program.  The program brings adjunct 

instructors into the WRC to work as writing tutors, an experience that gives those instructors a 

better sense of the student writing process and further connects them to the 

support services of the tutoring centers and the library.  Their presentation focused 

on some of the successes of the program and how to successfully expand the 

program into other fields of study. 

Blind Date with a Book 

The TC3 Library celebrated Library Lovers’ Month throughout February with our 2nd 

“Blind Date with a Book” program. We chose a diverse selection of books and 

wrapped them in plain brown paper wrappers with just a hint on the cover as to 

what’s inside. Those choosing blind dates were instructed to leave the book 

wrapped until after checkout (it’s a blind date, after all!). 

National Network of Libraries of Medicine 

We are brand new members of the National Network of Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM), Middle 

Atlantic Region (MAR).  NN/LM is a nationwide program coordinated by the National Library 

of Medicine.  Members include academic medical libraries, hospital libraries, public libraries, 

and other libraries and community-based organizations with an interest in promoting access to 

health information.  Some benefits of membership include access to training and professional 

development opportunities, eligibility for funding for projects, and participation in resource 

sharing with other health-related libraries through document delivery services.  We anticipate 

this will benefit our nursing students especially as it will give us additional outlets to borrow 

nursing-related journal articles. 

Human Library 

We hosted our second human library in April.  This time around, we had many more students as 

books.  They were all from a sociology class and shared their stories that ranged from combat 

vet to bisexual to domestic violence survivor.  We also had people from local agencies sharing 

stories of chemical dependency, family member’s suicide, and surviving cancer.  Both books 

and readers were highly enthusiastic about their experiences. 

Student Stress Relievers 

We will once again help students Stress Less as we head into 

finals.  Nursing students in the therapeutic touch class will be 

providing 10-minute chair messages and we have invited 

volunteers from Cornell Companions to bring in their 

dogs.  Crayons and coloring pages will be available and we will 

offer healthy snacks and drinks on those evenings that we 

stay open late. 
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U L S T E R  

Marla Gruner 

For a week in March, the library conducted a facilities survey where 

we asked students what they like and didn’t like about the current 

space of the library. We received great feedback and thoughtful 

comments that have prompted us to make some changes. Many 

students would like more quiet spaces for study, more electrical 

outlets and to get rid of the two-step printing process. They currently 

have to swipe their ID card at the printer to release their print job. 

Our Student Technology Coordinator, KellyAnne McGuire, is 

continuing her Digital Life Series this Spring. The session in March 

focused on copyright and fair use. The current case of Marvin Gaye 

versus Robin Thicke/Pharrell over the song “Blurred Lines” was 

used as an example. The attendees were asked to take part in a 

mock court case with different groups acting as prosecutor, 

defense, and jury. The discussion was a great success! Up next is Wearable Technology. For the 

first week of April she also offered several workshops for students and faculty focusing on using 

Google Drive in the classroom. 

 

We continue to build our YouTube video collection. The three latest videos were created by 

Marla Gruner using the iPhone app Nutshell. There are videos describing our new printing 

procedure and the three service points at the library, and 

encouraging faculty to contact us about customized LibGuides. 

Please check them out here:  

https://www.youtube.com/user/sunyulsterlibrary. 

 

To celebrate Poetry Month and as an additional way to promote the 

Ellen Robbins Poetry Forum featured poet Tina Chang, we have a 

Push Pin Poetry display set up in the library. Students are invited to 

create lines of poetry from a stack of preselected words. It’s similar 

to magnetic poetry but on a bulletin board with push pins. They can 

take a picture and tag one of the library’s social media accounts 

(Twitter, Facebook or Instagram) to be featured on our page of the 

Portal.  
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http://sunyla.org 
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