
Hello SUNYLA! 

 

You may have noticed that my name is not April or Rosanne. Don’t panic, I’m just the new 

SUNYLA President, Rebecca Hyams. I am the Cataloging and Digital Services Librarian at 

SUNY Maritime and I’m looking forward to serving this year as SUNYLA President. 

 

I took over the reins from Rosanne Humes following our very successful 2015 conference, 

The Art of Librarianship, at Purchase College back in June. Big thanks go out to Conference 

Chair Carrie Marten, Local Arrangements Chair Suzanne Markgren, and their team. We had 

a keynote address from Amanda Etches on bringing an artist’s mindset to the practice of 

librarianship that set a great tone for the rest of the sessions and events. I know I came 

back to my library after the conference with a lot of great new ideas that I picked up both 

from the sessions and from speaking to other attendees. (I also had a lot of fun spending 

time socializing with a lot of my colleagues from across SUNY.) I hope everyone else that 

attended had similarly great experiences. 

 

I am pleased to announce that SUNYLA 2016 will be held at SUNY Binghamton on June 8th-

10th. This year’s 2nd VP/Conference Chair is Laura Evans and the Local Arrangements Chair 

is Benjamin Andrus. If anyone out there is interested in volunteering for any of the various 

committees or tasks that go towards pulling off a successful conference, please contact 

Laura at evans@binghamton.edu and let her know what you’d like to help with. More details 

about the conference will be available in the coming months. 

 

So far since becoming President I have been involved with many projects, some of which will 

have a SUNY-wide impact. As some of you may be aware, we are now in our final Aleph 

contract renewal and have begun the initial steps to look forward to our next library 

management system. Vendors were asked to submit responses to a Request for Information 

that went out in May, and a team was assembled to look over the responses. Versions of the 

responses are available to read on the SUNY Learning Commons and I encourage anyone 

who hasn’t done so yet to take a look and see how dramatically the landscape has shifted 

since Aleph was implemented.  

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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One of my main priorities as President will be to try to increase involvement with 

SUNYLA. If you’re not already on a committee, consider joining one! Our committees 

are involved in various activities and are a great way to get involved and work with 

other librarians across SUNY. If you’re interested in joining one, here are some of our 

committees and their chairs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another way to get involved is to attend our SUNYLA Council meetings. The meetings 

are open to all SUNYLA members and can be attended both in-person or virtually. By 

the time the newsletter comes out, our first meeting of the year will have already 

taken place at Monroe CC on September 25th. Our meeting schedule for the year is: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope that the coming year is a great one and I look forward to working with everyone 

to find ways to even better serve our membership and our library communities.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Membership Development Carol Anne Germain (Albany) 

Personnel Policies Eugene Harvey (Buffalo State) 

Professional Development Katrina Fraser (Nassau) 

Publications April Davies (Cobleskill) 

TUG Jill Locascio (Optometry) 

WGIL Logan Rath (Brockport) and 

Carleen Huxley (Jefferson) 

Assessment (ad-hoc) Michelle Toth (Plattsburgh) 

Date Location 

September 25th, 2015 Monroe CC 

November 13th, 2015 SUNY Cobleskill 

January 29th, 2016 FIT 

March 11th, 2016 Binghamton 

June 8th, 2016  

(at SUNYLA 2016) 

Binghamton 



Kay Hafner has joined the SUNY Adirondack Library staff as a part-time reference librarian.  

Greer Hamilton is the new library specialist, covering the circulation desk evenings and 

weekends.  

A descendant of Glens Falls founder Abraham Wing has donated a collection of family 

documents to the SUNY Adirondack Library. Some of the Wing Collection papers date back 

to 1717. The donation was arranged through Paul McCarty, the historian who coordinates 

the library's local history collection, the Hill Collection. Paul said that future plans call for 

the documents to be digitized and made available to the public. Details are available at The 

Chronicle’s website: http://www.glensfallschronicle.com/wing-heir-gives-trove-to-acc/. 

 

Reference and Instruction Librarian Joyce Miller participated in a birding trip to Northern 

Arizona in June. She wrote an article about the adventure, entitled "Her Quest to See 

California Condors in the Grand Canyon," published in the July 21st issue of  The Chronicle 

newspaper of Glens Falls. 

A D I R O N D A C K   

Joyce Miller  
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C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

A L B A N Y  

Rebecca Nous 

New Interim Dean and Director of Libraries 

The University at Albany Libraries is pleased to announce that Rebecca L. Mugridge has 

accepted a two-year appointment as Interim Dean and Director of Libraries.  Ms. Mugridge 

joined the University at Albany in January 2013, as Associate Director for Technical 

Services and Library Systems.  She previously held positions at the Pennsylvania State 

University, Yale University, Robert Morris University, and the University of Pittsburgh.  You 

can find her welcome to the Libraries at http://library.albany.edu/welcome/. 

Metaliteracy Badges 

Here at the University Libraries we have been developing a Metaliteracy Badging System, 

and this year we continue to offer digital badges that recognize our students’ mastery of 

metaliteracy competencies. A digital badge is a hyperlinked credential that signifies an 

accomplishment or achievement.  Students progress through a series of metacognitive 

activities that require careful reflection, and these culminate in a top level badge that may 

be shared on digital resumes or portfolios.   Instructors from a variety of disciplines have 

been assigning the badging exercises or “quests” to their students, and there are currently 

34 sections participating. Visit metaliteracybadges.org to check it out! 

Open Access Week Event – October 20, 10 am – 2 pm 

The University Libraries will be celebrating Open Access Week with an event in the Science 

Library’s Standish Room from 10 am to 2 pm on Tuesday, October 20th. Speakers for the 

event will be Dr. P.D. Magnus and Paul Rapp, Esq. Dr. Magnus is a member of the 

Philosophy faculty at the University at Albany and is also the author of forall x, an open 

access introductory textbook on formal logic. Mr. Rapp is an attorney who specializes in 

intellectual property law. In addition to his role as an adjunct professor at Albany Law 

School, Rapp writes about issues related to copyright for his blog, Rapp on This, which is 

featured on the website of Metroland, a weekly newspaper in the Capital District. The 

event is free and open to the public. Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP if you plan to 

attend. 

http://www.glensfallschronicle.com/wing-heir-gives-trove-to-acc/
http://library.albany.edu/welcome/
http://metaliteracy.org/learning-objectives/
https://metaliteracybadges.org/
http://www.fecundity.com/logic/
http://rapponthis.blogspot.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LIlOQ8KRy8_cOIdvGez4CClHrIkhNjl4235511tzxVw/viewform#start=openform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LIlOQ8KRy8_cOIdvGez4CClHrIkhNjl4235511tzxVw/viewform#start=openform


A L F R E D  C E R A M I C S  

Eva Sclippa 

Following up on our news from last time, the Scholes Library is pleased to announce that repairs and 

renovations after the spring’s basement flood are proceeding. The computer classroom space, which was 

too small, enclosed, and outdated for our needs, has been transformed into an open workspace. The new 

space is more flexible in terms of function, and features a wall covered in whiteboard paint, transforming 

the entire surface into a work area. 

Additionally, the Harry Potter’s World event series mentioned 

in our previous update is in full swing! The series began with 

an opening reception on September 1st—not coincidentally 

the first day of school at Hogwarts!—but a smaller group of 

incoming students got to kick things off early with a Horcrux 

Scavenger Hunt in August. 

 

 

As part of the Harry Potter’s World exhibit, our 

Hogwarts U. lecture series has also taken off, 

with attendance exceeding our room limitations 

at almost all events! Thus far, our lectures have 

included a Potions class (“What If Magic Were 

Real?”), two Herbology lessons (“Counteracting 

Spells Using Classic Chinese Herbal Formulas” 

and “Herbology 101: How to Identify Plants”), and 

a Muggle Studies Lecture exploring the social 

science and psychology of Harry Potter in the 

muggle world. Seven more lectures and 

demonstrations are upcoming, including a live 

owl demonstration this Thursday, the 24th. 

The Harry Potter’s World series isn’t all work and 

no play, though—students, faculty, staff, and community members 

have gathered together at a well-attended Harry Potter Trivia Night 

and a movie showing. Finally, community institutions outside of the 

university have joined in, including the Box of Books public library 

and the local farmers market, which hosted a Hogsmeade Market 

day this past Sunday. 

More updates to come as the series progresses! 
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(Above) Patrons learn about the Alfred 

Quidditch Team at the opening 

(Left) Students explore the Harry Potter’s World 

exhibit, which is at the core of the event series. 

(Above) Competing at the Harry Potter Trivia Night. 

(Left) Hogwarts U. 

students in 

“Herbology 101” 

learn about some of 

the local magical 

flora. 



Binghamton University Libraries is pleased to welcome our new Fine Arts Librarian, 

Kristen Gallant. Chris Swartz has also joined the Libraries as a member of our Annex 

staff. 

Julie Wang attended the 3rd Sino-American Academic Library Forum for Cooperation 

and Development in Chengdu, China during June 10-13, 2015. The theme of the 

forum is Library in an Evolving Academic Environment: New Strategy and Direction in 

Collection Building. Julie gave a presentation entitled Disseminating Enshrined 

Treasures: From Tenney’s Papers See an Innovative Management of Special 

Collections in Academic Libraries at the forum. 

BU Libraries were recently honored with an award in the PR Xchange Awards 

Competition. Our Miniature Books Exhibit and Reception won in the category 

“Materials Promoting Collections.” 

We are also proud to announce that Jill Dixon, faculty librarian and director of Public 

Services, and Laurie Kolosky, senior circulation assistant/library cashier were each 

2015 winners of the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence. 

Jill Dixon and Nancy Abashian have recently published a chapter entitled “Beyond the 

Collection: Emergency Planning for Public and Staff Safety” in the book Handbook of 

Research on Disaster Management and Contingency Planning in Modern Libraries.  

Juan Denzer's book, Digital Collections and Exhibits, has also recently been published. 

B I N G H A M T O N  

Laura Evans 
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B R O C K P O R T  

Logan Rath 

On July 16th, Brockport welcomed its seventh president, Dr. Heidi R. Macpherson. Dr. 

Macpherson joins Brockport from the University of Wisconsin at LaCross.  

We have also just recently completed a search for our Online and Hybrid Learning 

Librarian. Mia Breitkopf will be joining the Drake Memorial Library on October 26th.  

Retirements over the summer included librarian Greg Toth, library clerk Susan 

Saladyga, and library clerk Diane Hoy.  

This summer, Logan Rath published one article (“Collaborating Around Critical 

Multiliteracies: A Formula for Success”) and contributed to the edited book 

Metaliteracy in Practice (eds. Jacobson and Mackey) with a faculty member in the 

Department of Education and Human Development.  

Wendy Prince and Pam O’Sullivan were awarded a $3000 grant from ALA and the 

National Endowment for the Humanities entitled “Latino Americans: 500 Years of 

History.”  

For this upcoming year, selected projects include beautification improvements on the 

Main Floor of the library, expanding offerings from our Makerspace.   

“On July 16th, 

Brockport 

welcomed its 

seventh 

president,  

Dr. Heidi R. 

Macpherson.” 



Van Wagnen Library is pleased to announce that Don LaPlant has joined our team as 

Instructional Design Librarian. Don got his MSIS from the University of Tennessee at 

Knoxville, a PhD in Theatre from University of Oregon, an MA in Drama from University 

of Nebraska at Omaha, and a BA in English from Ithaca College. 

Katherine Brent was recently granted continuing appointment and promoted to 

Associate Librarian. She will be travelling to Atlanta for the annual Access Services 

Conference where she will present an examination of the influence of weather on 

circulation traffic. 

April Davies will attend the 35th annual Charleston Conference in November. She 

recently wrapped up a nearly three-year stint on the Shared Cataloging and Authorities 

Task Force for SUNY’s Office of Library and Information Services. April is NOT doing 

another stint as SUNYLA President, but she is the new chair of the Publications 

Committee. 

We’re in the midst of retirement season at the Library. Tech Services clerk Dawn 

Freisatz retired in September. Luckily, she “returned’” as a part-time adjunct to help 

us deal with transition. Library Secretary Patricia Larkin retires in October. Pat has 

worked for SUNY Cobleskill since she was 17 years old so we suppose she’s earned 

the break, but we’re still not sure how we’re going to get anything done without her. 

Acquisitions & Serials Clerk Barbara Ruland retired at the end of July after many years 

of invaluable service here at the library. We miss her and wish that we’d locked her up 

in the basement so she couldn’t leave.   

Cirulation Clerk Gina Brady is moving from the front of the house to the back as a 

Technical Services Clerk. We are in the middle of hiring a “new Gina” and are working 

on getting a “new Pat” too. We’re also reorganizing some of the librarians but that’s in 

flux and will have to wait for the next newsletter. 

Last semester, the Library organized and hosted the College’s first Student Research 

Showcase. It was very successful and we are looking forward to doing it again this 

coming spring but— the big news is that the Library recently learned that we were 

chosen to host the 2016 SUNY Undergraduate Research Showcase! An exact date 

hasn’t been set as yet but SURC 2016 will come to town sometime in April. This 

promises to be a lot of work. The 2015 event was held at Brockport, where there were 

over 400 presentations by more than 550 students from 35 SUNY schools (including 

Cobleskill). Can’t hardly wait! 

On September 26th (Homecoming Weekend), we held a celebratory ribbon cutting of 

the new Van Wagenen Archives & Special Collections room. In partnership with 

Institutional Advancement and the Van Wagenen family, we were able to fund the 

renovation of the former SCHOPEG studio into a lovely area to house these unique 

collections. The space calls particular attention to the works of the prolific Jared Van 

Wagenen, Jr. and will have some of his personal memorabilia on display. Upon visiting 

the new area, you will find an area to house our materials, a workspace for 

researchers, and an open area for receptions. The completion of the new Archives & 

Special Collections room honors our past and heralds in the future of preserving our 

region’s scholarship. 

Our Digital Repository is live and growing. Our hard working intern was busy scanning 

all summer. In the Library Archives section of the repository, student newspapers from 

the 1930’s recounting their experiences over the summer are fascinating and many 

times quite humorous (see “Summer Voice”). The Archives section also includes all 

(Continued on page 7) 

C O B L E S K I L L  

April Davies 
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http://www.cobleskill.edu/library/digital-repository.asp
http://hdl.handle.net/1951/65719


college catalogues (back to 1918) and yearbooks 

(back to 1923). We are currently working on getting 

all student and alumni newspapers into the 

repository in a fully searchable format; many are 

already up and accessible. The Student Publications 

section of the repository includes research projects 

from last semester’s Student Research Showcase-

Poster Session. The research topics range from 

swine behavior to genetic screening to developing 

new soybean cultivars.  

One semester in and the 48-inch flat screen TV in the lobby has certainly earned its 

keep. More than a dozen e-posters for various events, services, etc. went up in the 

spring and were seen by about 1,000 people every weekday! The feedback from 

people/groups using e-posters has been very positive and we’ve gotten lots of 

comments from patrons.  

SUNY Cobleskill will be hosting the SUNYLA Council’s November meeting. Come visit 

us! You can learn more information about what’s happening at Cobleskill in our Fall 

Newsletter (http://www.cobleskill.edu/library/docs/fall2015.pdf).  

(Continued from page 6) 
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Stephen Weiter has left his position as Director of Libraries of SUNY ESF for a position 

as Dean of University Libraries at Oakland University in Michigan. 

Jessica Clemons, Senior Assistant Librarian at Moon Library, has been appointed as 

the Interim Director of Libraries for SUNY ESF.  

Sturdy Knight has joined the Moon Library staff as a Public Services Clerk. 

Jane Verostek, Associate Librarian, arranged for Moon Library to once again host the 

Syracuse Poster Project Exhibit. The Syracuse Poster Project combines local 

community member haikus with Syracuse University art students who translate the 

haikus’ words into art. The Syracuse Poster Project has been very successful and is 

now in its 14th year.  To learn more about the Syracuse Poster Project visit  

http://www.posterproject.org/ and to see and read more about the posters and 

haikus on exhibit visit http://www.posterproject.org/posters/index.php. 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S C I E N C E  A N D  F O R E S T R Y  

Jane Verostek 

“The Syracuse 

Poster Project 

has been very 

successful and 

is now in its 

14th year.” 

http://www.cobleskill.edu/library/docs/fall2015.pdf
http://www.cobleskill.edu/library/digital-repository.asp
http://www.posterproject.org/
http://www.posterproject.org/posters/index.php


E R I E  

Matthew Best 

The ECC libraries welcome new part-time College Librarians Justin Cronise, Maria 

Lowe, and David Odem. Justin joined the ECC North Campus library staff in September 

2015. In October 2014, Maria joined the ECC City Campus library staff and David 

joined the South Campus library staff. 

We also welcome new Senior Library Clerks Tina Doud and Karen Bailey. Karen is 

serving as a circulation clerk at the ECC City Campus. Tina serves as the City Campus 

cataloging clerk. They joined the staff in September 2015. 

In addition to new hires, new department chairs were selected for two of the ECC 

libraries at the end of the 2015 Spring Semester. Senior College Librarian Matthew 

Best is the new chair at ECC North Campus. Senior College Librarian Taheera 

Shaheed-Sonubi is the new chair at ECC South Campus. 

The ECC libraries congratulate librarian Professor Katherine Hill on receiving emeritus 

status during the college's September 2015 Opening Day ceremonies. Katherine 

retired from her position at the ECC North Campus library in 2014. We wish her 

continued success and happiness in her retirement. 
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G E N E S E E  

Michelle Eichelberger 

The Alfred C. O’Connell Library has hired a new part-time circulation clerk, Marisa 

Covert, replacing previous part-time clerk Amy Westfall, who became our new full-time 

Senior Library Clerk. 

Librarians Nicki Lerczak and Cindy Hagelberger participated in the college’s bi-annual 

club fair on Tuesday, September 15th, in order to support their New Age Circle Club 

and Literary Club, respectively. 

Librarian Michelle Eichelberger and her co-author Bonnie Imler’s article “How Do I 

Send an Email? : Technology Challenges for First-Year Students in the College Library” 

has been published in volume 33, issue 3 of Library Hi-Tech. Michelle was also 

promoted to Associate Professor, effective September 1st. 

Librarians Michelle Eichelberger, Cindy Francis, Cindy Hagelberger, and Nicki Lerczak 

are all serving on committees responsible for preparing materials for the college’s 

upcoming Middle States Commission of Higher Education (MSCHE) Accreditation Self-

Study. Library Director Nina Warren is chairing the Standard 1: Mission and Goals 

committee, and is a member of the Steering Committee. 



Saying a lot has happened in our library since our last update would be an 

understatement.  

First off, we hired a new Library Director. Kristin Hart joined us at the start of July and has 

been making a lot of productive improvements to how our library operates. Prior to 

joining us on staff here, Kristin oversaw the library operations at Adelphi University’s 

Manhattan Center library. Kristin has an MLS from Queens College and is about to finish 

an MA in Educational Technology at Adelphi University.  

We had two staff departures in the past few months. Greg Murphy, former Head of 

Reference, and Shelby Grynberg, Part-time evening/weekend Librarian, have both moved 

on.  

In addition to our new director, we have also hired Jannette D’Esposito as our new Part-

time daytime Librarian. Jannette has been a long-time intern and volunteer in our library 

and we’re pleased to have her officially join our staff. We are also in the process of hiring 

an additional part-time librarian. 

Also on the staffing front, Ian August, our campus Instructional Designer, officially moved 

into the Library department at the end of July. He was previously housed in our Global 

Business and Transportation (GBAT) department. Ian has an MS in Curriculum 

Development and Instructional Technology from U Albany. Ian is currently in the final 

phases of migrating our faculty from Angel to Blackboard and oversees the LMS 

platforms for the entire campus. 

Apart from all of the staff changes we’ve been super busy undertaking several projects to 

improve services for the Maritime community. Within a very short window we 

implemented Springshare’s E-Reserves module, which now allows us to make course 

readings available digitally. We also have all of our print reserve materials listed in the 

module so that all of the course reading materials for a given class are listed in the same 

place. As part of that process we upgraded LibGuides to CMS so we could take 

advantage of the LTI integration with Blackboard and several other features.  

We started a massive weeding of our Government Documents and Periodicals 

collections, and plan on looking much more closely at several of our other collections 

over the coming months. We’re also working on reevaluating many of our policies and 

procedures to make the library more user-focused. 

M A R I T I M E  

Rebecca Hyams 
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G E N E S E O  

Daniel Ross 

SUNY Geneseo and the Milne Library are both undergoing a lot of transition this fall. 

The college as a whole welcomes our new president, Dr. Denise Battles (formerly of 

University of North Carolina Wilmington). In the library, we welcome two new tenure-track 

librarians: Brandon West (formerly of Penfield Library, SUNY Oswego) and Angela Galvan 

(formerly of Health Sciences Library, Ohio State). 

We also said goodbye to four of our colleagues in the past year. Kim Hoffman, Joe 

Easterly, and Justina Elmore all left Milne to pursue career opportunities at The Rush 

Rhees Library of the University of Rochester; Tim Bowersox left to pursue a career 

opportunity with Springshare. 

Despite the turnover, Milne staff is hard at work on various projects. The most recent 

news of note involves Open SUNY Textbooks, which published two new works this 

August: Introduction to the Modeling and Analysis of Complex Systems by Hiroki Sayama 

and Foundations of Academic Success: Words of Wisdom by Thomas C. Priester. 

These two works are Open SUNY Textbook's ninth and tenth publications. 



M O N R O E  

Katie DeRusso 

We have a few new hires!  Andrea Kingston (right) recently joined MCC Libraries 

as the new Digital Scholarship Librarian. Andrea was a part-time librarian at 

MCC for the past year and also has extensive experience in publishing. Katie 

DeRusso (below) joined MCC Libraries in June as an Assistant Director. Katie 

previously worked at SUNY Cobleskill as the Instructional Design Librarian.  

Alice Wilson and Katie DeRusso (assistant directors) co-presented at the 

Conference on Instruction and Technology (CIT) at SUNY Geneseo on May 29, 

2015, on the SUNY Information Literacy Portal. Katie and Alice repeated the 

session at the SUNYLA conference at SUNY Purchase in June. 

Alice Wilson, Library Assistant Director, participated on a panel discussion at CIT 

called Mentoring for the 21st Century Classroom: Who and How Will We Teach to 

Meet a Global Audience. Alice shared her experience as a mentor for the Library 

Instruction Leadership Academy (LILAC), a state-wide hybrid course for early and 

mid-career librarians. 

Bess Watts and William Archer from the MCC Libraries attended the IDS 

Project's 11th Annual Summer Conference held in Watertown, NY. Conference 

attendees had the opportunity to attend sessions on information and training 

regarding new technologies and strategies for access, resource sharing and 

acquisitions/collection development. Session tracks include ILL/DD; Technology; 

Collection Development; and Administration. 

Librarian Michael McCullough, a member of LibraryThing's Early Reviewer program, 

had two book reviews published on the LibraryThing and Amazon web sites during 

July: Women's Guide to Triathlon and Strength Training Past 50. 
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Library Space 

The space at the Morrisville library has been changing as we make improvements and 

additions to our front entrance and study areas. The front entrance of the library has 

always been a point of contention among students and faculty, as it did not allow for 

easy traffic flow through the space. The main issue was that we had a single gate 

counter which was set up as an exit, which meant traffic had to be funneled through 

two points in order to get accurate counts. Removal of the gate allowed for traffic to 

flow with ease while entering or exiting the library. Our people counter was replaced 

by two ceiling-mounted sensors operating through a cloud-based system. The 

response to these changes has been overwhelmingly positive from students and 

faculty. One concern we had with removing our gate was that it also acted as a 

security system. Now with the front entrance open there is little we can do to stop 

materials from walking out. Therefore during the course of the fall semester we will be 

conducting a study to assess the walking rate of materials. We will be using our Sheila 

Johnson collection on the first floor, as these are some of the higher-circulated 

materials. 

In addition to this, we shifted some of our back periodicals and removed 700 linear 

feet of shelving from the first floor to make room for a new group study and computer 

space. On the second floor, in our quiet study zone, we have ordered several new 

Agati POD workstations that will occupy one of our more sun-soaked corners of the 

library and give our students a new option for single study.  

Circulation Services 

The circulation desk under the guidance of our new Circulation Coordinator Elizabeth 

Marcella has added charging cables to the list of lending materials. We now provide 

cables to cover most requested devices, including student issued Lenovo YOGA and 

T430 laptops, Apple devices with Lightning and 30-pin connections, and a mini USB 

charger for Android phones and other devices. We have also updated the lending 

policy for our very successful iPad lending program. iPads for this program having 

been lending as overnight loans, due to the frequency of loans we decided it would be 

in our best interest to increase the loan period to 1 week.  

Library Art Exhibit 

The Morrisville library usually always has an art exhibit on display, and the start of the 

fall semester was no different. Between August 1st and September 20th the library 

hosted the works of Gerard H. Gaskin's photography. The exhibit titled “Legendary” 

features striking portraits of African American and Latino members of urban house 

and ballroom communities. Cast out by their biological parents, these "children" form 

support networks of makeshift families to redefine their sense of self-worth and their 

own systems of social rewards. On Thursday, September 10th Mr. Gaskin attended a 

reception at the library showcasing his works.  

Library Marketing 

We have been pushing for new methods of marketing library resources in order to 

reach a greater percentage of the student body. Working with Kelly Gardner 

Williamson in public relations we have turned to social media and will be posting 

major library events on the campus Facebook account and have set up a library 

Instagram account which all librarians have access to. Through the Instagram account 

we will be posting images of library gallery exhibits, displays, new materials, and 

random daily and weekly highlights. There have also been new and creative methods 

of marketing that developed over the summer. Olivia Cronn, our library secretary, has 

(Continued on page 12) 

M O R R I S V I L L E  

Adam Saunders 

“Our people 

counter was 

replaced by two 

ceiling-mounted 
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offered to publish a monthly library newsletter to be posted in bathrooms. This fun 

newsletter contains highlights on library events, new resources, helpful tips and fun 

facts.  

The librarians and library staff also had a bit of fun at the end of the summer during 

Welcome Weekend as students moved into the dorms. A lemonade stand was set up 

just outside the library entrance, run by our librarians and staff Angela Rhodes, Laura 

Ryan, Adam Saunders, Olivia Cronn, and Marilyn Cook. This extremely well received 

event allowed us to interact with incoming students in a less formal setting while still 

providing them with information on what the library offers in terms of services and 

resources. We also provided a large map of the campus for direction questions, 

samples from our new book shelves, copies of Welcome Weekend schedules, library 

contact information, and some fruits and cookies provided by public relations.  

Blackboard Integration 

This summer also consisted of a push for more library integration onto the Blackboard 

Course Management System. The inclusion of Curriculum Builder, a system adopted 

across SUNY, will be a means to not only give faculty a simple option of adding articles 

to their course pages from our databases, but will also play a role in the beginnings of 

phasing out our current electronic reserve system in favor of Blackboard. Over the 

course of the summer we also developed a top-level library tab on Blackboard, giving 

students direct access to online library resources on the course management system. 

There were several modules created for this tab: a general library information module 

with contact information and hours, an EDS search module with links to an advanced 

search page and course reserves, a Libguide module with a dropdown menu for all 

our subject and course guides, an online library chat module, and several other 

search boxes for Google, a dictionary, and thesaurus. We have also advocated that 

faculty can take any of the modules and to add them to their own course pages, 

granting even easier access to library resources. 

(Continued from page 11) 

N A S S A U  

Christine Faraday 

Lisa Errico of Nassau Community College’s A. Holly 

Patterson Library has been awarded the Latino 

Americans: 500 Years of History grant from the National 

Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the American 

Library Association (ALA). As one of 203 grant recipients 

selected from across the country, Nassau Community 

College’s A. Holly Patterson Library received a $10,000 

grant to hold public programming about Latino history 

and culture. Planned programs include an art exhibit, 

"Bodies in Transit," featuring several contemporary 

artists; “Remapping American Literature” with author 

Mayra Santos Febres; “Latin American Jewish 

Photographers” with David William Foster; and a film 

screening with scholar-led discussions with our very own 

professors, Dr. Miguel Alonso and Dr. Rick Santos. For more information visit  

http://ncc.libguides.com/LA500.  

http://ncc.libguides.com/LA500


Mary Beth Morse, Circulation Librarian, was granted tenure and received a promotion 

to Assistant Professor as of September 1st.  Congratulations Mary Beth!  She also 

attended the ACRL Conference in Portland, Oregon this past spring and brought back 

lots of information on assessment; a topic which we are focusing on this year. 

Jeanne Tuohey, Reference Librarian, is collaborating with area high school librarians 

in an outreach effort to ease the transition for students from high school to college.  

Jeanne’s presentations to area high school students include information on the rigors 

of college research and encouragement to use the college library as they move on to 

an institution of higher education.  

Jeanne has also been elected to the Faculty Association Board of Directors.  

Karen Ferington, Catalog/Media Librarian, served on the World War II 70th Anniversary 

Commemoration Committee for the 2014-2015 academic year. Events during the 

Spring 2015 semester included: a photo display of WWII veterans related to NCCC 

faculty, staff and students; two credit-bearing courses on WWII history; a day-long 

conference in April; and a semester-long WWII film series.  An old-fashioned USO-

inspired show and history fair capped off the semester-long campus observation of 

World War II and the 70th anniversary of V-E Day, on May 8th.  The World War II-themed 

history fair featured activities and exhibits by local historical and veterans societies. 

There were carnival games, face painting, a chicken barbecue, and re-enactors 

dressed as 1940s favorites such as Bing Crosby, Rosie the Riveter and the Three 

Stooges. The final event was a USO-style show in the college’s auditorium.  All 

proceeds from the day’s events ($1,000) went to two veterans’ organizations, Honor 

Flight Buffalo and Western New York Heroes.    

Lillian Passanese, Librarian and Coordinator of the Faculty Resource Center, retired in 

April 2015. We wish her all the best in this new stage of her life. 

We are pleased to welcome two new part-time reference librarians, Jennifer 

Santomauro and Rose Ann Heilemann, to NCCC this fall.  

The Buffalo-based architectural firm of Foit-Albert Associates has been selected to 

design, plan and engineer the college’s new Learning Commons. Work should begin in 

the Spring of 2016. We are very excited about the changes ahead for the H.G. Lewis 

Library! 

N I A G A R A  

Karen Ferington 

“All proceeds 

from the day’s 

events ($1,000) 

went to two 
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organizations, 

Honor Flight 
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York Heroes.” 
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O L D  W E S T B U R Y  

Jason Kaloudis 

New faces @ the SUNY Old Westbury College Library 

As the ongoing renovation continues, the library finally receives a brand new face. The 

long-awaited facade for the library is now finally complete, providing the facility a 

welcoming entrance and plenty of open space that is filled with natural light during 

the day. Please see the before (left) and after (right) photos below to view the exciting 

progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Another new face at the SUNY Old Westbury College Library is our recent hire, Emma 

Antobam-Ntekudzi. Emma joined our team of librarians near the beginning of the 

spring 2015 semester. She has come to us from CUNY at Bronx Community College, 

where she served as a Substitute Reference and Instruction Librarian. Prior to her 

term at B.C.C., Emma had worked at the New York Botanical Gardens as a Library 

Assistant as well as a Library Associate for the Serials Collection.  Emma is replacing 

Jason Kaloudis as our new Access Services Librarian. Jason will remain at Old 

Westbury but has since transferred into the position of Acquisitions Librarian, which 

had been previously held by Barbara Walsh. Barbara retired back in early 2014 after 

over thirty years of committed service to the library and the larger Old Westbury 

College community. 

H.M.T.C. Visiting Book Collection 

In commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II and the 

subsequent liberation of the Nazi Concentration Camps, the SUNY Old Westbury 

College Library, under the direction of Acquisitions Librarian, Jason Kaloudis, has 

partnered with the Holocaust Memorial & Tolerance Center of Nassau County to host 

a visiting book collection. Running April 6th through November 6th, selected books 

from the H.M.T.C.’s very own Posner Library, which boasts the “largest collection of 

Holocaust, genocide, anti-bias, and anti-bullying material on Long Island,” will be 

available for students and staff members to browse and check out.  

https://www.hmtcli.org/


“To prepare for 

their visit Jeff 

asked everyone 

to imagine that 

The Beatles had 

not broken up in 

1970.” 
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O N O N D A G A  

Fantasia Thorne-Ortiz 

Syracuse University’s School of Information Studies (iSchool) will partner with Coulter 

Library at Onondaga Community College and Fayetteville Free Library to design a 

Community Profile System to include human expertise, particularly in the STEM fields. 

The system will enable librarians to collect communities’ learning needs, identify 

relevant community experts, and link the resources to serve the learning needs in a 

cost-efficient manner. The tangible products include the Community Profile System 

and its web and mobile applications. As libraries shift from collection-driven to 

community-driven service models, the Community Profile System will fill a much 

needed gap in the community–oriented librarianship toolbox. The partners are 

building a system that will realize community-oriented librarianship in a cost-efficient 

manner. The collaboration and partnerships will ensure the design, test, and 

assessment of the tool to meet its goal of a national adoption in diverse settings. 

As part of this year’s Arts Across Campus lineup, Jeff Harr will be hosting The Albums 

That Shook the World: Vol. 22 “The Beatles,” by The Beatles on Friday November 20th, 

2015.  To prepare for their visit Jeff asked everyone to imagine that The Beatles had 

not broken up in 1970.  Instead, imagine they had released their 14th studio album, A 

Doll’s House, in December 1970.  He then asked us to imagine what songs would 

have been on that album. He imagines that The Beatles released two singles in early 

October 1970:  “Maybe I’m Amazed” backed by “Power to the People.”  The fictive 

album came out on December 21st and included:  

Side One 

Give Peace a Chance (Lennon/McCartney) 

Working Class Hero (Lennon/McCartney) 

Beware of Darkness (Harrison)  

Too Many People (Lennon/McCartney)  

Junk (Lennon/McCartney) 

Instant Karma (Lennon/McCartney) 

Back Seat of My Car (Lennon/McCartney)   

Side Two 

Run of the Mill (Harrison) 

That Would Be Something (Lennon/McCartney) 

It Don’t Come Easy (Starkey) 

Remember (Lennon/McCartney) 

Apple Scruffs (Harrison) 

God (Lennon/McCartney) 



The Kohn Vision Science Library is downsizing… in a good way!  Last spring, we 

surveyed our users to see what they thought of the library, the space, the services, the 

people, the resources, etc.  The good news is they like us…..but one idea came 

through loud and clear:  the students want and need more study space.   

So we are saying goodbye to many of our print resources, and the shelving that went 

with them.  Since most of our journals are online, our current periodical shelves were 

dismantled (and discarded, since they won’t be coming back).  Our reference 

collection is being heavily weeded, and we are finding that many, if not most of it, can 

be discarded.  Much of what’s left will be integrated into compact shelving (which we 

don’t have yet, but will be investigating).  What will remain will be a VERY small ready-

reference collection, containing medical dictionaries, treatment guidelines, and a few 

statistical sources.  Also gone are our Index Medicus volumes, except for a few that 

we are keeping for decorative purposes.  We’ve also said farewell to our old 

equipment, including the dinosaur of a microfiche reader. 

What we’ve created are two new study rooms with large whiteboards (and more to 

come) and a 30% increase in seating.  We have “inherited” some beautiful tables with 

very comfortable chairs (our chairs were a sore point, literally and figuratively, among 

students).  More shelves will come down in the near future, and more tables and 

chairs will be added.  We will be working through our Student Affairs department to 

set up some focus groups to see how students envision the “Library of the Future.”  If 

the students agree, we would like to have much of our furniture be mobile so that 

students can create the study spaces that work for them. 

O P T O M E T R Y  

Jill Locascio 
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O R A N G E  

Nancy Murillo 

Librarians at SUNY Orange Community College have been busy teaching, assessing 

and presenting this year.  Led by Instruction and Archives Librarian Nancy Murillo, 

librarians analyzed over 40 essays selected from eight sections of freshmen 

composition classes.  Using a rubric, adapted from Claremont College Library, 

librarians participated in several norming sessions to insure inter-rater reliability. Next, 

they scored each paper based on three specific criteria: proper attribution, quality of 

sources, and effective communication of evidence.  Librarians will determine the 

impact of different types of instruction (one-shot versus embedded classes) on these 

aspects of student papers using the data gained from this project.   

In collaboration with SUNY Orange teaching faculty, User Services Librarian Stephanie 

Herfel Kinsler presented at three area conferences this year: Students' Baseline Skills 

and Diverse Learning Styles at Tri-State Best Practices Conference at Bergen 

Community College; Connecting the Dots in College Culture: An Embedded Librarian, 

Faculty Member, and Writing Consultancy Collaboration at ENY-ACRL at Binghamton 

University; and Engage! Creative and Practical Strategies for Capturing Students’ 

Attention in Information Literacy Sessions at the SUNYLA Annual Conference in June.   

Finally, SUNY Orange Community College welcomed a new President this fall.  

Dr. Kristine Young has already visited the Library and is planning more visits in the 

near future.   

“...SUNY Orange 

Community 

College 

welcomed a new 

President this 

fall.” 



Since spring 2015, Penfield Library’s strategic plan, the Library of Tomorrow, has 

been taking shape. Feedback from department chairs, program chairs, staff, and 

students was used to inform the planning process and is reflected in the final plan. 

Resulting individual library unit goals are also closely aligned with the SUNY Oswego 

campus strategic plan. The following themes are the primary focus of the library’s new 

plan: 

 Enhance information resources and learning technologies and assist with 

their use. 

 Improve sharing of, and access to, our unique Special Collections 

archives, including college history artifacts. 

 Equip students with critical literacies for lifelong learning. 

 Improve promotion of our resources and services. 

Streaming Media 

The campus now has access to streaming media through two new library 

subscriptions to Kanopy Streaming and Docuseek 2. Initial faculty feedback has been 

positive. To learn more contact Deborah Curry, Coordinator of Collection 

Development/Acquisitions (deborah.curry@oswego.edu). 

Second 3D Printer 

The library added a second 3D printer to our technology offerings. The new Flashforge 

Creator Pro allows printing with two colors. The Flashforge and our original Makerbot 

Replicator 2 are both available to the campus and wider Oswego community. For 

more information contact Sharona Ginsberg, Learning Technologies Librarian 

(sharona.ginsberg@oswego.edu). 

Personnel News 

Sharona Ginsberg is our new Learning Technologies Librarian. In June, she assumed 

responsibility for multimedia instruction which includes the library’s 3D printers, 

multimedia workshops, and more. Sharona is a 2015 Library Journal Mover & 

Shaker—a recognition she received for establishing an online community which 

addresses the need for diversity in the Maker movement. Sharona is a graduate of the 

University of Michigan’s School of Information. 

Mike Paxton is Penfield’s new Resource Sharing Librarian. Mike arrived in August, 

bringing prior interlibrary loan experience from his time at Indiana University. Most 

recently, he also supervised the Interlibrary Loan & Document Delivery Department at 

the University of Washington in Seattle. Mike is a graduate of Indiana University’s 

School of Library and Information Science. 

Meghin Roberts joined Penfield Library in August as a Part-Time Reference Librarian. 

She is a graduate of Syracuse University’s School of Information Studies. 

O S W E G O  

Michelle Bishop 

“The campus 
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media through 
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The Purchase College Library sponsored and hosted a reading/talk by acclaimed writer 

Lydia Davis on September 24th. Ms. Davis is the author of one novel and seven story 

collections. Her collection Varieties of Disturbance was a finalist for the 2007 National 

Book Award. She is the recipient of a 2003 MacArthur Genius Fellowship, was named 

a Chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters by the French government for her fiction 

and translations in 1999, and won both an American Academy of Arts and Letters 

Award of Merit medal and the Man Booker International Prize in 2013. 

Susanne Markgren, Digital Services Librarian, did a panel session on E-book Collection 

Development: Formalizing a Policy and Streamlining Acquisitions at the NASIG 30th 

Annual Conference: Building the Digital Future. Washington, D.C. May 28th, 2015.  She 

also presented Writing and Publishing for the Profession: Finding Your Muse and 

Fighting Your Resistance as a pre-conference workshop for the 2015 SUNYLA 

Conference: The Art of Librarianship, at Purchase College, SUNY, on June 3rd, 2015. 

Purchase College Library and Purchase College hosted the 2015 SUNYLA Conference 

on June 3rd, 4th and 5th.  We wanted to extend our thanks to everyone who helped with 

planning and execution of the event, sponsored the conference, manned a vendor 

table, gave a workshop or presentation, moderated a session, presented a poster, or 

simply attended.  Everyone’s participation contributed to the wonderful success of the 

conference.   Thanks!   

An open house was held at the Purchase College Library on September 30th from 4 to 

10 pm.  We extended a special invitation to all first-year students, but included anyone 

who wanted to participate.  The open house included seven stations scattered around 

the Library. Each station showcased one of the Library's many collections or services. 

At each station, students learned about that collection or service and completed a fun, 

hands-on activity in order to earn a stamp in their “passport.” For details, visit the 

LibGuide here: http://purchase.libguides.com/openhouse. 

P U R C H A S E  

Carrie Marten 

“We still have 

three librarian 

vacancies and 

the continued 

campus hiring 

freeze leaves us 

very short 

staffed.” 
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P O T S D A M  

 

New Hire 

As of September 1st, Jessica Ramey has joined our Information Literacy Team. Jessica 

is recent graduate of Bowling Green State University in Ohio. 

Vacancies and Searches 

We still have three librarian vacancies and the continued campus hiring freeze leaves 

us very short staffed.  The search for a Metadata Librarian is on hold while we wait for 

approval to revamp and re-advertise the position.   

Renovations: 

We suffered again with a summer disrupted by noise dust and confusion.  The payoff 

was a new instruction class on the 2nd floor,  renovated reference and research study 

spaces on the first floor, and a new Center for Creative Instruction (faculty 

development center).  A new Center for Applied Learning is still under construction in 

spaces formerly home to our old BI classroom and the old faculty development center. 

http://iuk.libguides.com/nasig
http://iuk.libguides.com/nasig
http://nasig2015.sched.org/speaker/susannemarkgren#.VZwnv_lVhBc
http://nasig2015.sched.org/speaker/susannemarkgren#.VZwnv_lVhBc
http://bit.ly/sunyla_writing
http://bit.ly/sunyla_writing
http://purchase.libguides.com/openhouse
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S T O N Y  B R O O K  

Jennifer Devito 

Stony Brook University Libraries invites you to a free symposium celebrating open access week: “Open 

Access, Open Data, Open Minds”  features  visionary ideas and  inspirational speakers. It combines the 

9th Prelec Lecture on excellence in healthcare informatics with dynamic leaders from influential open 

access initiatives, and includes panel discussions of  the value and meaning of open access  and open 

data for academics, researchers and librarians. 

Speakers 

Neil Rambo, Department Chair and Director of the Health Sciences Library at the New York 

University School of Medicine, NYU Langone Medical Center: “Research Data as Knowledge 

Asset: The Case for Curation and Sharing.” 

Gary Ward, Board Chairman, PLoS (Public Library of Science), Professor of Microbiology and 

Molecular Genetics at University of Vermont:  “Building A High Impact, High Quality Open 

Access Initiative.” 

Marguerite Avery, Director of Scholarly Communication at Hypothes.is, and Senior Acquisitions 

Editor, MIT Press:  “Open Humanities and the Future of Scholarly Communication.” 

When: Thursday, October 22nd 

Where:   Stony Brook University, Wang Center 

 100 Nicolls Road, Stony Brook, NY 11794 

Learn More: http://library.stonybrook.edu/oa-prelec-2015/ 

Register Now! http://library.stonybrook.edu/oa-prelec-2015/registration/ 

RSVP by Thursday, October 8th 

New Library Faculty 

Kate Kasten is the Head of Humanities and Social Sciences at Stony Brook University 

Libraries.  Previously, Kate was an Apprentice Librarian at the University.  Prior to coming to Stony 

Brook, Kate taught undergraduate French language and culture classes at Hofstra University.  Kate is 

an alumna of Stony Brook University, with a BA in French and Spanish and a minor in European 

history.  She earned an MA and PhD in French from the University of Pennsylvania, and an MLS from 

Queens College.  Kate is interested in French cultural studies, the history of the book, and reading 

practices in the humanities.   

This August, Jamie Saragossi started as the new Health Sciences Collection Development and 

Outreach Librarian at the Stony Brook University Health Sciences Library.  Prior to receiving her MLS 

from Queens College in 2009, Jamie worked in marketing and communications.  Most recently, Jamie 

had worked at Touro College School of Health Sciences where she was Chief Librarian working closely 

with several of the allied health programs.  At Stony Brook University, Jamie will be the primary library 

liaison for the School of Social Welfare and Public Health program and will be working on updating and 

maintaining the Health Sciences Library collection, both print and online. Jamie will also be focusing on 

outreach to the larger Stony Brook community.  Her research interests include the use of embedded 

librarianship in the Health Sciences as well as marketing and public relations strategies for academic 

libraries.   

Publications 

Kenefick, C., & DeVito, J. A. (2015). Five realities of hospital library mergers. Journal of Hospital 

Librarianship, 15(3). 

Lyon JA, Kuntz GM, Edwards ME, Butson LC, Auten B. The Lived Experience and Training Needs of 

Librarians Serving at the Clinical Point-of-Care. Medical Reference Services Quarterly 2015; 34(3): 311

-333. http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02763869.2015.1052693 

Presentations 

Michael B. Huang, Health Sciences Librarian and Coordinator of Global Library Initiatives, was invited to 

(Continued on page 20) 
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present "Changing Roles of Academic Libraries and Librarians" at Shandong University, Jinan, China, 

Guangxi University of Science and Technology, Liuzhou, China, and Shanghai University of Finance and 

Economics Zhejiang College, Jinhua, China in April this year.  

Michael is a new standing committee member on The International Federation of Library Associations 

and Institutions (IFLA) Health and Biosciences Libraries Section. He attended the World Library and 

Information Congress: 81st IFLA General Conference and Assembly, August 15th-21st, 2015 in Cape 

Town, South Africa, and helped staff the ALA Columbus Booth during the conference. The 82nd IFLA 

General Conference and Assembly will be held in Columbus, Ohio, August 13th-19th, 2016.  

Members of the Access Services Department at Stony Brook University Libraries have partnered with 

the Native American Student Organization (NASO) to help promote awareness of Native American 

Heritage Month in November.  On Wednesday November 4th, 2015, an educational and informational 

display will be set up in the library to help promote the Libraries’ Native American subject collection 

and educate the student body on Native American history, current issues, and the importance of 

Native American Heritage Day.      

Special Collections and University Archives 

Learn about the university’s one-of-a-kind library collections and university history on Special 

Collections and University Archives’ new Instagram account. Pictured here are crew team members in 

1962, rowing in Port Jefferson Harbor. Crew was founded in 1960 at 

the State University College on Long Island in Oyster Bay, the 

university’s first campus. Photographs will be added on a regular 

basis, including historic campus scenes and student life, rare books, 

manuscripts, and more, so please follow us at  

https://instagram.com/sbu_specarch. 

Books from the Jacqueline M. Newman Chinese Cookbook Collection, 

part of Special Collections of the University Libraries, are currently 

exhibited in the Charles B. Wang Center. The display was installed in 

conjunction with the free lecture “Chopsticks: A Cultural and Culinary 

History,” by Dr. Q. Edward Wang, to be held on Thursday, October 8th, 

2015. Dr. Jacqueline M. Newman has donated more than 4,000 

Chinese cookbooks, culinary magazines, and related audio-visual 

materials to the university. It is the largest collection of its type in the world. 

Special Collections is the recipient of a $20,000 Priority Projects Grant to support 

acquisitions and for the curatorial care of collections at Stony Brook University 

Libraries. The funding was granted by the Honorable Steven Englebright, 4th 

Assembly District, Suffolk County. A recent acquisition is a Revolutionary War-era 

letter (1777) authored by Samuel Blachley Webb (1753-1807), an aide and 

secretary to George Washington. Days after writing the letter, Webb was captured by 

the British in Setauket and held for over three years. 

Four online exhibits featuring collections from the department  have been published 

on Google Cultural Gallery: “Frank Melville, Jr. Memorial Library, 1964-1975”; “New 

York and Long Island Landscapes”; Sunwood Estate”; and “Mooncakes and Their 

Wooden Molds.” They can be viewed at:  

https://specialcollections-stonybrook.culturalspot.org/browse. 

(Continued from page 19) 
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S U F F O L K   

Dawn K. Wing 

The Suffolk County Community College libraries hosted our third college-wide Student 

Appreciation Day during common hour September 16th (Wednesdays 11-12:30). 

During the summer we had ordered ear buds and charger plugs embellished with our 

logo. We also obtained gift cards from the bookstore to raffle as the grand prize. We 

prepared simple questions about the library that could be answered either by looking 

around the library or by finding the answer on a laptop. Everyone who answered a 

question “won” either ear buds or a charger plug. They could also submit their name 

for the grand prize of a $50 gift card to the bookstore. We had a whopping 483 

students participate college wide, with much appreciation for the giveaways, and high 

hopes for winning the gift card. There was a little friendly competition among the three 

campuses as to which library attracted more students! Suffice to say this is a large 

increase in the number of participants from the previous year. We all did a stunning 

job and the students were so appreciative of our efforts, our welcome and the 

giveaways! This is always a fun activity for the library staff and an opportunity for the 

clerical staff to take a leadership role in interacting with the students.   

Dana Antonucci-Durgan, Head Librarian at Eastern Campus,  presented “Make Your 

Space Mobile: Designing a Portable Makerspace to Support Experiential Learning” at 

the SUNY Conference on Instruction and Technology in June, which highlighted 

findings from a 2014 SUNY Innovative Instruction Technology Grant awarded to Dana 

Antonucci-Durgan, Susan Wood, Paul Turano, Edward Hassildine and Troy Hahn.  

Dana also presented a workshop “Mobile Makerspaces- Carving Out Space for 3D 

Printing and Video Creation” in August, sponsored by the Long Island Library 

Resources Council.   

Kerry Carlson is the newest addition to the full-time librarian staff at the Grant 

Campus. She officially began her role as Instructor of Library Science in Fall 2015. 

Kerry received her M.L.I.S. at Long Island University, J.D. at Touro Law School and B.A. 

at Dickinson College. She has been an adjunct at SCCC since Fall 2011.  

Dawn K. Wing, Instructor of Library Services at the Ammerman Campus, co-presented 

on the panel, “Mentorship Magic: Spectrum Edition,” for the Spectrum Institute at 

ALA’s Annual Conference in San Francisco this past June.  The opportunity allowed her 

to share her experiences of developing strong professional support to about 50 

aspiring and talented information professionals of color.  Dawn also participated in 

the 35th Anniversary Symposium of the Asian Pacific American Librarians Association 

where she learned how to use technology to implement innovative outreach initiatives 

to diverse learning communities.  
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Ammerman Campus Winner Jimmy with Jodi Moran, 

Circulation  Clerk and Susan Lieberthal,  

Campus Head Librarian, Ammerman Campus 



What we did on our summer “vacation” 

Building on our successful integration of writing tutoring into the Library with the 

Writing & Research Center, the TC3 Library is the new home for all tutoring 

services.  Previously, math, science and accounting tutoring were housed in a 

separate location – and on a different floor - in the Baker Commons.  By integrating all 

tutoring services, we hope it will be easier for students to find support for all of their 

classes and that the tutoring centers will be better able to share resources. 

Our tutoring reorganization also allowed us to create a separate space for adjunct 

instructors to hold office hours and meet with students in the lounge outside the 

writing and research room.   

Quest 

We continue to tinker with the orientation game that we play with our writing classes.  

We now run a photo hunt with sections of developmental writing.  For example, 

students take pictures of teammates napping on a couch in the leisure reading area, 

shushing a teammate outside the Quiet Reading Room, and warming themselves by 

the fire in the café.  In a more serious vein, they take a group selfie at the Service 

Desk while brandishing their student ID cards, a photograph in the writing area of the 

“Research the Issues” display, and visit the library classroom and the math tutoring 

areas.  This version is far less resource-intensive, is better differentiated from the 

game we play in academic writing courses, but is still a fun and engaging way to learn 

about available support services.     

Staff Notes 

We are pleased to welcome Morgan Howland who joined the staff as a Library Clerk in 

August.  He comes to the Library from the Tompkins County Department of Social 

Services and after volunteering at Tompkins County Public Library for almost two 

years.  He is also the founder and writer of the Pop Song History blog, an essay series 

about the history and development of commercial popular music in America.  

Additional interests include the history of copyright law, antique talking machines, 

libraries and museums, the Boston Red Sox, gourmet baking at home, EastEnders, 

Doctor Who, urban exploration, weightlifting and, come on, he says, who doesn’t like 

gummy bears? 

Susanna Van Sant will be serving on the DCMO BOCES School Library System Council. 

T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D  

Susanna VanSant 

“TC3 Library is 

the new home 

for all tutoring 

services.” 
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The SUNY Librarians Association promotes the 

professional development and collaboration of library 

personnel across SUNY in order to advance library 

service(s) to our campuses and the people of New York 

State.  

Submit contributions for the 

February issue to April Davies 

DaviesAC@cobleskill.edu 

Deadline: January 15th, 2016 

By submitting a document to the SUNYLA 

newsletter, you grant SUNYLA the non-

exclusive right to edit, reproduce, publish, 

and archive the material from now into 

perpetuity in all formats. You retain all 

other intellectual property rights to your 

material and are free to publish it 

elsewhere without explicit permission from 

this publication. If you send it to a 

publisher, please let them know that it was 

previously published in the SUNYLA 

newsletter.  
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