
The Fall 2021 semester has been a strange mix of getting 

back to a sense of normalcy but also being far from 

normal. The COVID-19 vaccine has allowed campuses to be 

more open and on-site classes to resume. However, library 

workers have to deal with challenges of enforcing various 

COVID-related policies, limited travel funds, and staff 

shortages. I applaud your resiliency and remind you that 

SUNYLA is here to support you. There are professional grants available and a 

community of colleagues ready to offer guidance. 

A big thank you to Carrie Fishner and the 2021 annual conference committee for 

another successful virtual conference! Session recordings are available on 

SUNYLA’s website. I am looking forward to hearing about Karen Gelles and her 

team’s plans for 2022’s conference at Farmingdale State College. 

During the June Council meeting, members expressed interest in holding an in-

person professional development/social event before next year’s conference. In 

response, SUNYLA is planning a mini-conference after the November Council 

meeting on November 12th at Turning Stone Resort and Casino. Rachel Ivy Clarke 

and Kelvin King from the Syracuse iSchool will be guest speakers. The event is 

free for SUNYLA members and lunch will be provided. Registration information will 

be shared through the SUNYLA listserv and website.  

The Library School sub-committee led by Amanda Lowe is planning some fantastic 

programs for library school students. There is a resume and cover letter writing 

workshop on Friday, Oct. 15th, 10am-12pm. They are also planning a Future 

Librarians Day for the Spring semester with panelists to discuss the variety of 

opportunities for prospective academic librarians.  

Thank you all for your dedication to the profession. Hope to see you at future 

SUNYLA events! 
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University at Albany Approves Open Access Policy 

We are pleased to share that on March 24, 2021, the University at Albany Senate passed a resolution in support of the 

University’s Open Access Policy, which was developed by a 14-member Council on Libraries, Information Systems, and 

Computing (LISC) Open Access Policy Working Group, with faculty, student, and staff representation across disciplines.  

President Havidán Rodríguez formalized the policy on September 7, 2021; the policy is effective September 15, 2021.   

With this Open Access Policy, UAlbany authors give the University a nonexclusive, irrevocable right to distribute their 

scholarly articles for any noncommercial purpose. As a result, authors retain the necessary rights to make their scholarly 

work openly available in the University’s repository, Scholars Archive, or an open access repository of the author’s 

choosing without publisher permission.   

This policy does not require authors to publish in specific journals or share their research against their wishes, and any 

author may request a no-questions-asked waiver if required by the publisher or the author so chooses.  

The Libraries’ Scholarly Communication Team is charged with supporting UAlbany authors and helping the community 

understand the policy, answer questions, and navigate the steps to making their work openly available. 

Distinguished Librarian Partners with North-West University in South Africa 

Trudi Jacobson has been appointed as an Extraordinary Professor in the Research Unit Self-Directed 

Learning, Faculty of Education, North-West University, Potchefstroom, South Africa. In this non-

residential position, she will give an annual Prestige Lecture and workshops, and will work on research 

projects with faculty members in the research unit. 

Scholarship Highlights 

Trudi Jacobson is serving as editor of the Information Literacy 10-unit module for SAGE Skills Student Success online 

learning resource, to be available next year. She is writing the unit on “Information Has Value.” Other UAlbany authors 

include Allison Hosier and Kelsey O’Brien. 

Trudi Jacobson has been busy working on editing Wikipedia articles, and one that she developed from a stub, Bed 

hangings, has received Good Article status. She is again teaching using the Wiki Education program, and is excited 

about student learning with a mixture of metaliteracy, information literacy, and information production. 

Jacobson, T. E., Mackey, T. P., & O’Brien, K. L. (2021). Visualizing the convergence of metaliteracy and the information 

literacy framework. In J. Finch (Ed.), Envisioning the Framework: A graphic guide to information literacy (pp. 131-156). 

Association of College and Research Libraries. 

(Continued on page 4) 

A L B A N Y  

Rebecca Nous 
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C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

Trudi Jacobson  
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Puzier, L. and O'Brien, K. (2021). No pets on Zoom: Learning to apply parliamentary 

procedure in virtual meetings. College & Research Libraries News, 82(9). 

Friedman, S. and Jacobson, T. E.. (2021). Journeys Beyond Information Literacy: 

Applying a Metaliteracy Framework to Political Science. In D. J. Mallinson, J. M. 

Hellwege, & E. D. Loepp (Eds.), The Palgrave Handbook of Political Research Pedagogy 

(pp. 91-102). Springer. 

Page 4 S U N Y L A  N E W S  

(l-r) Lauren Puzier, Kelsey O’Brien  

We welcome David Floyd as our new Cataloging Librarian. David earned his MLIS from the University of 

Illinois Urbana-Champaign and has an MA in Music Theory from Rutgers University. David brings a lot of 

experience and expertise in cataloging all sorts of music materials, and his research interests center 

on music cataloging practices’ effects on serendipitous discovery. 

We welcome Andre Mathis as our new Reader Services Reserves and Student 

Coordinator. Andre was born and raised in Brooklyn. He started at Binghamton University as an 

undergrad student within the Education Opportunities Program and majored in Political Science, 

obtaining his BA in 2009. Andre stayed at Binghamton for graduate school, enrolling in the Public 

Administration program and getting his MPA in 2012. Living in Binghamton for 16 years now, Andre felt 

like he was coming home with starting his new position in Bartle Library. As the Course Reserves 

Coordinator, he is hoping to bring awareness to students and the campus community as a whole about this great service 

the Library offers and it is his hope that his Student Employees will utilize their opportunity of working in the Library as a 

foundation to build upon for their future accomplishments. Andre loves to travel, having just recently finished a cross-

country road trip, and is proud that his younger sister is also a SUNY graduate, graduating from SUNY Rockland 

Community College. 

We are still growing our staff as we are hiring for several positions! We currently have openings for the full-time faculty 

positions of Instruction and Outreach Librarian, Digital Scholarship Librarian, and Head of Reader Services. We also 

have full-time professional staff openings of Digital Initiatives Assistant, Libraries’ Communication 

Officer, Interlibrary Loan Lending Assistant, and University Archivist.  

Join us in congratulating Megan Benson and Jennifer Embree on their three-year renewals and 

promotions to Senior Assistant Librarian, and to Aleshia Huber for gaining tenure and promotion to 

Associate Librarian.  

B I N G H A M T O N  

Aleshia Huber 

David Floyd  

Andre Mathis  

Aleshia Huber  

B R O C K P O R T  

Dana Laird  

Librarians and staff are back in-person at Drake Memorial Library this semester! A Student Engagement Committee was 

formed to help welcome new and returning students who may not have used the library much over the last year and a 

half. We had a welcome event the first week of classes and connected with several student groups at the college's 

annual Club Craze event. We've reimagined our social media presence and are planning other events to connect with  

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

students during the academic year. A library scavenger hunt is in the works, which really piqued our interest after a 

SUNYLA Annual Conference presentation about the success of such an event at Syracuse University. We have several 

activities to celebrate Banned Books Week, including our first ever Literary Karaoke event where attendees can read 

excerpts of their favorite banned books. We hope this rejuvenated student outreach will lead to increased dialogue 

between the library and students, and ultimately help students view the library as partner in their academic journey. 

The library recently completed the migration from Digital Commons to SUNY Open Access Repository (SOAR) and SUNY 

Digital Repository (SDR). It was a massive undertaking with a tight turnaround time. Over 30,000 records in Digital 

Commons (or about 11,000 unique items) had to be analyzed. The team needed to define the structure of the new 

repositories and decide within which repository, subcommunity, and collection each item belonged. There was a colossal 

amount of data cleanup and conversion to transform the file type we received from Elsevier Bepress into one that could 

be read and interpreted by DSpace. Metadata was also reviewed for consistency and edits were made as needed. 

Additionally, we created collection development guidelines for future submissions. Communication to campus was a big 

part of the operation as well, to ensure interested parties were aware of the migration, could reach us with any 

concerns, and had information once the migration was complete. This project could not have been successfully 

completed without the assistance of Maureen Zajkowski and Yvonne Kester. The implementation team included Dana 

Laird, Mary Jo Orzech, Pam O'Sullivan, Jennifer Smathers, and Ken Wierzbowski, with input and guidance from our 

Library Director Diane Fulkerson. Thank you to everyone who made this migration flow smoothly and rollout so 

successfully! 

C A N T O N  

Cori Wihelm 

SUNY Canton’s Southworth Library welcomes two new librarians this year!  

Halie Kerns, our new Access Services Librarian, started with us earlier this summer. She most 

recently worked at Windward Community College in Kane’ohe, Hawaii, as an Access Services Library 

Assistant, and earned her MLIS at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. Halie oversees our Textbook 

Reserve program and circulation services, including our student worker training. 

Leah Fitzgerald, our new Instruction and Outreach Librarian, also started this 

summer. She comes to us from both SUNY Morrisville and Mohawk Valley Community College, where 

she worked most recently as a Reference Librarian, and earned her MLS from Texas Woman’s 

University. Leah oversees our Information Literacy Instruction classes, as well as planning and 

executing our social media, events, and engagement. 

Both Leah and Halie have already become incredibly valuable additions to our team, and have made 

positive connections with our students and campus. 

Leah Fitzgerald 

Halie Kerns 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4glHJruW8T0&list=PLXC96E6zpVAbF77n2XeZ4uugo_cxLwOIZ&index=14
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Van Wagenen Library is so happy to welcome Freya Gibbon to our librarian team as 

the Coordinator of Reference & Instruction! Freya has previously worked at Siena 

College in Loudonville, NY and Dickinson College in far-off Carlisle, PA.  

April Davies, Head of Technical & Public Services, was recently elected to the Board 

of Trustees for the Mohawk Valley Library System (MVLS). 

ILL & Archives Librarian Katherine Brent has been co-chairing SUNY Cobleskill’s Middle States re-accreditation process 

for the past year or so. The team will be here in the spring so the finish is finally in sight!   

Cat Wise has left SUNY Cobleskill to join the library at SUNY Oneonta. A search for her replacement is currently under 

way. 

C O B L E S K I L L  

April Davies 

(l-r) Freya Gibbon, April Davies 

Memorial Library is continuing its efforts to showcase campus voices in 

unique ways by installing a “Gratitude Tree” in the main lobby that will build 

on the reflections left by students, faculty, and staff through the graffiti 

board project this past spring. Members of the campus community will be 

able to add their reflections of thanks to the tree by adding one leaf at a 

time over the course of the semester. It was constructed by Jeremy Pekarek, 

the campus archivist, from recycled materials.  

C O R T L A N D  

Jennifer Moore 

The start of the semester is flying by, and while we aren’t quite up to full staffing we are still trying to keep our students 

engaged with programs and services, even while coping with an out of service elevator for the semester. The semester 

started with a collaborative program with Residence Life to create decorative items for residence hall rooms with the 

theme of making your new room your home, and we are currently in the middle of Banned Books Week.  

Last June, Delhi welcomed almost 400 Librarians and Library staff to the 2021 Annual SUNYLA virtual Conference. 

Thank you to everyone who participated, and who helped to plan such a successful conference. We look forward to 

seeing many of you in person at the January Council meeting. 

Resnick Library is happy to welcome our new Outreach & Assessment Librarian Sarah Meisch-

Lacombe, who will be starting in mid-October. Sarah has a Master's Degree in French Studies from 

NYU and she received her MSLIS at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She worked 

most recently at the University of Texas at Tyler. As a proud Midwesterner she is looking forward to 

a snowy winter in New York. In her spare time, Sarah enjoys reading, crafting, and walking her dog, 

Gilly. 

D E L H I  

Carrie Fishner 

Sarah Meisch-Lacombe 
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The Library at Downstate Health Sciences has acquired several online journal backfiles. This will allow us to discard 

physical items and free up space for other use. 

We have two new staff members; Chris Bellerjeau, Administrator of The Advanced Learning Resource Center and Khari 

Guitan, Audio-Visual Manager. 

D O W N S T A T E  

Violet Price 

E R I E  

Keri Thomas-Whiteside  

At SUNYLA 2021, Jewel De la Rosa (North) and Jacqueline Coffey Scott (North) presented “Scaling 

an Embedded Librarian Program: Using a Blackboard Repository to Disseminate Resources and 

Collaborate in a Remote Setting.” Keri Thomas-Whiteside (North) participated as a panelist in the 

workshop, “Promotion and Tenure: The Rebooted Bootcamp.” 

Keri Thomas-Whiteside is serving as chair of the Collection Development subgroup for the SUNY 

Libraries Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Task Force. 

North Campus library is opening its updated classroom and Maker Lab this Fall. The spaces were remodeled from the 

library’s former Periodical Room and were set to open in March 2020 but were delayed due to the pandemic. The Maker 

Lab will soft open with Maker Fridays in October with regularly scheduled demonstrations, a craft of the day and limited 

open hours.   

Emily Carlin (City) and Molly Maloney (University at Buffalo) presented Universal Design for Learning: Making Your 

Teaching Work for Everyone as part of the UB Libraries’ Summer Webinar Series.  

Melissa Laidman (City) left Erie for a full-time librarian position at Hilbert College. We wish her well 

in her new role. 

Barrett Gordon (City) was awarded a WNYLRC Immersive Experience Action grant to purchase 360-

degree digital photography equipment and create an online panoramic tour of the City campus’ Old 

Post Office building and library. The tour is hosted within the Empire State Immersive Experiences 

(ESIE) database, esie.space,  a repository of panoramic tours of historic and/or cultural significance 

to New York State.  

South Campus library is opening up this fall semester with a redesigned layout and about half as many computer 

stations. The redesign was prompted by the need to undo work done to restrict library space for use as a computer lab 

during the pandemic when in-person services were closed and physical collections were made inaccessible.  Furniture 

had been moved out of the way or to block access, and even piled up in the Quiet Study room. When the IT department 

asked for input on reducing the number of computers in the library this summer, it became an opportunity to make 

larger changes with the layout of the computer furniture and the IT assistance service desk that is adjacent to the main 

computer area. Since the library spaces were re-imagined with only the furniture that currently existed in the library*, it 

was a Tetris-like challenge working with the Maintenance department to move or shift nearly every piece of furniture on 

two levels (besides the stacks). Even without new furniture, in order to provide space for social distancing concerns it 

was also an [overdue] opportunity to discard a number of worn old wooden tables and chairs which were original to the 

building, as well as winnowing many stained/broken computer task chairs to match the reduced number. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Keri Thomas-Whiteside  

Barrett Gordon  
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(Continued from page 7) 

Informed and inspired by User Experience Design (UX), the layout considered observed use patterns such as how users 

navigated the space, users' essential tasks, and furniture and spaces to accommodate various anticipated needs (i.e., 

study spaces, social spaces, or “waiting” spaces). The layout optimizes user pathways to make the service desks, as well 

as library materials and collections, more visible and accessible. Some of the features: 

• IT assistance service desk moved to be more visible along main navigation path, in closer proximity to printers/

copier, and with better sightlines for IT tutors staffing the desk to monitor computer areas. 

• Layout of computer stations considers more space for social distancing considerations, plus additional desk space 

for study materials, etc. 

• Computer stations are now only on desks/tables designed for computers, rather than using the large wooden tables 

in some areas. 

• Strategic placement of shelves or displays to create new spaces and make library materials more visible and 

engaging. 

• Quiet Study room is now a more effective study space and flexible for other purposes and can be reserved for 

meetings or larger groups. 

The Library is over three months into its implementation of Ex Libris Esploro and PivotRP. These tools combined will 

place the library at the center of the research lifecycle from funding discovery, to managing research assets, to 

publishing the scholarship ESF produces. In addition, the library is spearheading the creation of our forthcoming 

experts.esf.edu portal—the infrastructure for academic and research units, the Office of Research Programs, and Office 

of Communications and Marketing to collaborate and communicate around the scholarship we produce. With this 

investment, the library is well-positioned to transform itself to meet current demands and future needs. We officially 

leave behind the focus on housing and accessing legacy collections and refocus on tools and services, and smartly 

designed spaces to use them. 

Over the summer, major reconfiguration of some of the walkways around the library was completed. In space formerly 

allocated to library staff and services, a newly created Academic Success Center opened in the library. The library enjoys 

a close relationship with this team of colleagues and are happy to welcome another student-facing service into the 

library facility. In late August 2021, a bathroom renovation project was offered for bid. On Thursday September 23, the 

F. Franklin Moon Library kicked off the construction phase of a renovation that will reconfigure our main entry, relocate 

our service desk, create new display spaces, create new student spaces, and build a café.  

Three librarians at SUNY ESF presented at the Annual SUNYLA conference during 

the summer.  

Matt Smith, Director of College Libraries and Casey Koons, Assistant Librarian 

presented the session “Going beyond the IR: The Library as Central to Research 

Funding and Communication.” 

Jane Verostek, Associate Librarian presented the session “How to Grow Your 

Archives and Special Collections Digital Library.” 

(Continued on page 9) 

E S F  

Jane Verostek 

(l-r) Matt Smith, Casey Koons 
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(Continued from page 8) 

Over the summer Jane Verostek, Associate Librarian received a UUP Individual Development Award to 

attend the online conference Archiving 2021 Expanding Connections Across Digital Cultural Heritage 

from June 8 to June 24. 

Jane Verostek, Associate Librarian was awarded a Central New York Library Resources Council Access 

& Digitization Grant for $5,000 to digitize 1,000 images from the Roosevelt Wild Life Station collection 

located in the SUNY ESF Archives and Special Collections.   Jane Verostek 

Presentations 

Librarian Fatoma Rad presented “How to Create an Interactive Information Literacy 

Class with First Year Students” at The Innovative Library Classroom Conference 

(TILC) in April 2021. She was an invited panelist for the A Whole You Conference: A 

Whole New Normal, How to Tap Into Your Community and Support, in the “The State 

of Education: Where do we go from here?” section. Fatoma and Librarian Danielle 

Apfelbaum co-presented “Taking Faculty Development Online” at the SUNYLA Conference. Fatoma also presented with 

numerous colleagues throughout SUNY on the “Making New Friends: How to Achieve Better Outreach for Your Library” 

and the “Critical Information Literacy: Steps Toward Becoming Antiracist in Our Libraries” panels. 

Librarian Megan Marchese presented on the topic of supporting English Learners in academic libraries at the PILLARS 

Symposium and the SUNYLA Conference poster session. 

TikTok 

You can now follow Greenley Library on TikTok! We are hoping this will be a new way to engage 

with the students and campus. 

Professional Accessories Collection 

Librarians Kathryn Machin, Megan Marchese, and Fatoma Rad launched a collection of 

professional accessories, including ties, portfolios, messenger bags, and laptop tote bags. 

Students are encouraged to borrow these materials for interviews, job fairs, internships, or any 

formal occasion. 

WWI Memorial Oak Tree Centennial 

On Friday, June 4, 2021, Farmingdale State College celebrated the centennial of the planting of its WWI Memorial Oak 

Tree. This centennial celebration was organized by Librarian April Earle with support and of the Director of Alumni 

Engagement, Michelle Johnson. In addition to being a memorial to our students who have sacrificed their lives in military 

service to our country, including Jack Bamforth who was our one student killed in WWI, the tree has come to be a symbol 

of the College's fortitude and resilience. The 100-year-old white oak was originally planted on June 4, 1921, with soil 

from every U.S. state and territory, and every Allied Nation. At the original planting, organized by the College's first 

female faculty member, Mary Peters, veteran students placed the soil at the roots of the oak.  

(Continued on page 10) 

F A R M I N G D A L E  

Megan Margino Marchese  

(l-r) Fatoma Rad, Danielle Apfelbaum 

https://libguides.esf.edu/roosevelt
https://www.tiktok.com/@greenleylibrary
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F I T  

Greta Earnest  

We are excited to be back in person. The FIT Library was busy all summer preparing for the return of our students and 

faculty. The mechanics of returning to “business as usual” 

after being closed for 18 months were challenging. We 

opened on time, and also managed to introduce a few new 

services for freshmen and returning students!  

Our signage team created a suite of new, FIT Library-

branded digital signage that highlights updated policies for 

Fall 2021. The attractive and vibrant signage also promotes 

library events and services, and provides directional 

information for all areas of the library. 

Here’s what’s been happening for the start of our Fall 2021 semester: 

• FIT launched a First Year Experience (FYE) in the Fashion Business Management program. During the first week of 

the fall semester, librarians taught a total of 25 sections of FYE welcome sessions. Twenty sections were in-person 

with FIT librarians and we also provided a video version of the class with interactive content for one online section, 

one evening section, and three sections for SUNY Korea. To accompany the instruction sections, we created 

tutorials, videos, and a research guide that are embedded in the Blackboard sites for each class. 

• Our Digital Objects and Technology team (DOT) created new welcome videos and tours of some of our units for 

students and faculty on our YouTube channel.  

• We recently launched a new Augmented Reality game on Instagram called “Which Fashion Decade Are You?” When 

a user taps the screen, it works like a virtual roulette wheel, flashing fashion sketches from our Special Collections 

department above their head until randomly selecting a specific decade of fashion. 

• The MakerMinds series continues this semester with virtual events highlighting e-textiles and 3D modeling. 

• FIT Authors Talks continue this semester. FIT Authors Talks is an initiative of the FIT Library to showcase the 

scholarship and creativity of the FIT community, as well as to promote our collections. The SUNY community is 

welcome to attend our live and remote talks. If you can't make the event, the talk will make its way to our Archive On 

Demand (AOD) platform. 

(Continued on page 11) 

(Continued from page 9) 

More than 50 attendees watched the centennial event in-person and 

online as members of the College community placed remembrance 

stones at the base of the tree. The stones were collected from 

descendants of the first graduating class, the class of 1919, and the 

children and grandchildren of Class of 1922 graduate, Angelo 

Crisafulli. Angelo is the only identified veteran student to have 

participated in the original planting. He placed the soil from Italy, his 

native homeland. Three of his descendants attended in-person and 

many others attended online.  

Attendees at the WWI Memorial Oak Tree Centennial event 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vh5f0mRfbY&list=PLslrwoPJuxvFTaKxuV8AIBFbzC_v3qBg4
https://fitnyc.libguides.com/FM108
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtODQSjWRpZwy_pZYEgiBvw
https://authors.fitnyc.edu/
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(Continued from page 10) 

• Access Services set up our first self-checkout station in the library lobby. Our curbside service (developed during our 

remote period) was modified so that we are now offering it inside the library. Pairing our self-service holds pick-up 

with self-checkout is a DIY dream come true!  

• We’re nearing the end of our decade-long Designer File digitization project. Library staff have scanned and created 

metadata for thousands of images (26,000+!) and news clippings across 203 designers. Highlights include images 

ranging from 1970s Armani to 1990s Zoran from primary American and international sources. 

To keep up with happenings at FIT: 

Take a look at FIT Archive On Demand. Archive on Demand (AOD) is an online video platform created by the FIT Library. 

We provide the FIT community and the general public with videos of lectures and events that occur on campus. 

G E N E S E O  

Brandon West 

Three of our librarians have received promotions at the start of the fall semester! This is a big deal for SUNY Geneseo as 

just a few years ago, we only had a couple of librarians at Associate Librarian rank. We want to extend our 

congratulations to these folks for their dedication to the fine work they do. 

Brandon West, Head of Research Instruction Services, was promotion to Librarian rank. He is the 

first librarian to apply for this rank in over 10 years. Brandon received the Chancellor’s Award for 

Excellence in Librarianship 2018-2019 and his continuing appointment was granted in 2019. 

Brandon has over 50 presentations under his belt, and has presented at many national and 

international conferences including ACRL, ALA Annual, LOEX, LILAC (United Kingdom), and WILU 

(Canada). He published two books with ACRL Publications and is currently editing his third book, 

Thriving as a Mid-Career Librarian: Identity, Advocacy, and Pathways, which is slated for publication in Spring 2022. 

Sherry Larson-Rhodes, First Year Experience Librarian, was promoted to Associate Librarian rank a 

year early before continuing appointment. This is particularly exciting for Sherry as the journey to 

becoming a librarian at SUNY Geneseo was a long road. She persevered through a volunteer 

position, three temporary contracts, and a visiting contract before getting her tenure track position 

in 2016. Sherry received the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Librarianship in 2019–2020. 

Sherry frequently presents at the First Year Experience Conference and serves the College Senate in 

a leadership role as the chair of the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee. 

Alan Witt, Research Instruction Librarian, was promoted to Associate Librarian rank a year early 

before continuing appointment. Alan joined SUNY Geneseo in 2016 and has become our local tour-

de-force in the United University Professions. He serves UUP as an academic delegate and as a 

political coordinator and outreach coordinator. He has published three peer-reviewed articles and 

has presented at a variety of national and international conferences. He has also been in pursuit of 

a Master of Business Administration in Technology Management from SUNY Polytechnic. 

Print Collections are Available at SUNY Geneseo Fraser Hall Library! 

The Library is excited to share that all print and physical collections are now available for use. Library staff have  

(Continued on page 12) 

Brandon West 

Sherry Larson-Rhodes 

Alan Witt 

https://archiveondemand.fitnyc.edu/
https://www.fitnyc.edu/library/
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(Continued from page 11) 

dedicated countless hours to shelve, shift, and organize library materials that had previously been unavailable because 

of asbestos contamination in Milne Library. Starting in February 2021, staff have received, shelved, and sorted more 

than 100,000 books in the main circulating collection, all of the College Archives and Special Collections, the Teacher 

Education Research Center collection, and the media and microfilm collections. 

Library materials were cleaned of asbestos, shelved on book trucks, shrink wrapped, and transported to Fraser Hall 

Library, where library staff received and unloaded trucks. Library staff unloaded between 25 and 75 book trucks each 

day for about four weeks, and then spent the months of April, May, and June shifting books into their proper footprint 

and sorting books into order.  

On July 15, 2021, the Library announced that all print and 

physical collections were available to users. Collections are now 

housed in both open and closed stacks, in Fraser Hall Library and 

in a satellite location in Schrader Hall. Users can request 

materials from closed stacks using a custom button located in the 

detailed item record of the library catalog. 

A huge thanks to all the library staff at SUNY Geneseo for their work and dedication! 

left: Around 60,000 volumes retrieved from the asbestos-

ridden Milne Library are being stored in a former pool in 

Schrader Hall. The pool was filled with foam blocks and 

topped off with a cement floor. Donna Hanna (lower left), 

Collection Management Clerk, played a vital role in 

getting the collection organized.  

right: Tim Finnigan, Service Desk Supervisor, shelving our 

Special Collections in the Fraser Hall Library Closed 

Stacks. The closed stacks hold approximately 40,000 

volumes.  
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HVCC welcomed new temporary faculty librarian Kisha Sawyers this fall. Kisha has a Leadership in 

Academic Librarianship certification from Harvard; a leadership certification from The American 

Library Association Leadership Institute; and a Master of Library and Information Studies from the 

University of the West Indies. 

Director Brenda Hazard and Access Services Librarian Amy Hathaway collaborated with Information 

Technology Services over the summer to develop a new laptop lending service beginning Fall 2021. 

Over 175 laptops became available to students to check out for the semester to support in-person 

and remote learning. 

While cadets were working on the training ship Empire State VI this summer, Luce Librarians worked hard to inventory 

the entire circulating collection. It wasn’t all fun and games over the summer break— Laura Andrews, David Wang, and 

Renae Rapp worked together to present an awesome virtual poster “Reuse, Repurpose, Upcycle Library Outreach” at 

SUNYLA 2021 Annual Conference. Those who missed the poster session can still see it on the conference website or on 

our YouTube channel.  

Our former Acquisitions and Budget Coordinator, Laura Andrews, was hired as the User Services and 

Student Engagement Librarian. Congrats to Laura who has done an amazing job already by launching 

a library campus newsletter, redeveloping student training, and taking the lead on library book 

displays!  

For the month of October, David Wang worked with our director, Jill Kehoe, and Humanities Department Professor Mark 

Meirowitz helping organize this year’s fall semester Library Lecture Series. Guest lecturers include Director of Programs 

at the Truman Center for National Policy, Rachel Rizzo, novelist and academic, Dr. Kurt C. Schlichting, 

prominent military historian and author of the Pacific War Trilogy, Ian W. Toll, and staff members of 

the Billion Oyster Project (BOP) discussing and updating the Maritime community on the collaborative 

work between SUNY Maritime and BOP.  

The Luce Library welcomes Michelle Mussuto as our new Acquisitions and Budget Coordinator! 

Michelle recently received her MLIS from McGill University and has prior budgeting experience. We 

are excited for her to join our team on October 12th!  

Library Director Jill Kehoe, chaired “Expanded and Narrowed Boundaries of the COVID-19 Pandemic” at the Association 

of Architecture School Librarians and Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture Joint Conference. She also 

presented “A Tale of Two Catalogs: It Was the Best of Times, It Was the Worse of Times- How Two Integrated Library 

Systems Serve One Campus” at both ALA Annual Conference and ALA CORE Virtual Summit. She also presented the 

plenary session “Glass half full: success stories in the time of COVID19” at WNYLRC Intersect Unconference.  

The Luce Librarians welcomed back our student workers and trained newly hired student workers. This year, we are 

adding special projects to student workers’ tasks including working in the archives and technical services outreach. 

Weekly COVID pool testing and daily COVID screening questionnaires are required again of students and faculty.  

M A R I T I M E  

Renae Rapp 

Billion Oyster Project  

H U D S O N  V A L L E Y  

Stephanie Ross  

Kisha Sawyers  

Laura Andrews 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zk1gwH_5M6Y
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MVCC Libraries has welcomed some new staff and said goodbye to a few others. We are pleased to welcome Heather 

Laribee as a new part-time reference librarian. We also welcomed Kayleen Leddick as a Library Clerk. Kelly Dwyer has 

moved on to pursue a career in nursing. Leah Fitzgerald left us to join SUNY Canton’s team in a full-time role. We wish 

Kelly and Leah all the best in their new positions. 

Jocelyn Ireland co-presented with Michael Hoover (OHM BOCES, P-Tech) “Developing College Ready Students: A Story of 

Collaboration and Active Learning” at the Empires State Library Network’s (ESLN) 2021 PILLARS Symposium. 

Over the past year, members of the Libraries’ staff participated in a large-scale project in preparation 

for transitioning circulation and security functions to RFID technology. Lily Wadsworth, Technology and 

Access Services Librarian, oversaw all training and tagging of materials in the collection and 

continues to work with a variety of individuals outside the library to complete implementation of the 

new technology. Peggy Axel, Library Cataloging Coordinator, oversaw all aspects of inventorying the 

collection in conjunction with tagging materials. The Libraries intend to go fully live with the new 

technology later this semester.   

M O H A W K  

Jocelyn Ireland 

Lily Wadsworth 

SUNY New Paltz welcomed back students, faculty, and staff on August 23rd with the majority of classes being held in-

person. The Sojourner Truth Library is mostly back to pre-pandemic operations. Everyone in the library is excited to see 

students, faculty, staff, and community members back in the space and utilizing resources.  

N E W  P A L T Z  

Chrissy O’Grady 

For the fall 2021 semester, the Henrietta G. Lewis Library and Niagara Falls Culinary Institute (NFCI) Library expanded 

their hours to accommodate new students. The Lewis Library is currently open Monday-Thursday, 8am-6pm, and Friday 

8am-4pm. The NFCI Library is open Monday and Wednesday 9am-3pm.  

We welcomed a new faculty librarian to NCCC! Andrew Yeager took the helm as NCCC’s Instruction 

and Assessment Librarian. Andrew has a Bachelor of Science in Secondary Social Studies Education 

from Buffalo State College and a Master of Information and Library Science from University at 

Buffalo. He previously served as the Library Director at Medaille College in Buffalo, N.Y. 

Adam Widera joined as a part-time Librarian. He has an MLIS from University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a 

Master’s degree in public history from Loyola University Chicago. He is plotting out an oral history project, as well as 

tackling some systems tasks. 

Over 100 attendees tuned in for the Lewis Library’s “Noontime Knowledge” summer programming series implemented 

by Public Services Librarian, Andy Aquino. 

Jean Linn was named Co-Coordinator of the V. James Renda Faculty Resource Center for Academic Excellence (FRCAE).  

(Continued on page 15) 

N I A G A R A  

Jean Linn 

Andrew Yeager  
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She is organizing an orientation training series geared especially toward newer faculty and is serving as the faculty 

newsletter editor. 

Earlier this year, Jean was awarded a WNYLRC Immersive Experiences Action Grant to fund the purchase of a 360 

degree camera and associated equipment for participation in the Empire State Immersive Experiences (ESIE) platform. A 

tour of the Lewis Library was created by Jean. Division Secretary Barb Rupple developed a tour of Niagara Falls State 

Park. We aim to add more Niagara County content in the upcoming months. 

Brenda Sundal, Library Director’s Secretary, retired in March 2021 after serving the library for several years. We wish 

her well in her retirement but miss her greatly!  

Cathy Kroft, Circulation Supervisor, retired in March 2021 after serving the library for decades! The library doesn’t have 

to miss her just yet as she stayed on temporarily to assist with several projects in a new role.  

Alex Benjamin, Library Clerk, resigned in May 2021 to accept a new position as Senior Clerk at the Huntington Memorial 

Library. We will miss him greatly but wish him well in his new position!  

Rinda Brown, Library Clerk 3, retired in June 2021 after serving the library for many years. We miss her greatly but wish 

her well in her retirement! 

Jean-Paul Orgeron, Interim Head of Bibliographic and Digital Services, resigned in August 2021 to pursue new 

adventures in Utah. While a great loss for the library, we wish him well and great success out west!  

Bonnie Shaw, Library Clerk 2, joined the James M. Milne Library in August 2021. She will be assisting the Bibliographic 

and Digital Services departments as well as the Reference and Instruction department.  

Jennifer Regg, Library Director’s Secretary, joined the James M. Milne Library in August 2021. She previously worked on 

campus in the Office of Facilities.  

Cathy “Cat” Wise, Circulation Supervisor, joined the James M. Milne Library in August 2021. She previously worked at 

SUNY Cobleskill.  

Circe McKenney, temporary Reference and Instruction Librarian, joined the James M. Milne Library in September 2021.   

Christie Dourlaris, Library Clerk 2, transitioned into her new position in August 2021. Christie formerly served the library 

as an Office Administrative Assistant in Access Services & Library Technology.  

Tammy Southard, Library Clerk 3, transitioned into her new position in August 2021. Tammy formerly served the library 

as a Library Clerk 2 in Bibliographic and Digital Services.  

Michelle Hendley was appointed Interim Head of Bibliographic and Digital Services in August 2021.  

Sarah Rhodes presented a workshop titled “Making New Friends: How to Achieve Better Outreach for Your Library” with  

(Continued on page 16) 

O N E O N T A  

Sarah Rhodes  
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fellow SUNY colleagues Amanda Lowe (Albany), Megan Benson (Binghamton), Fatoma Rad (Farmingdale), and 

Alessandra Otero-Ramos (Geneseo) at the SUNYLA 2021 conference.  

Sarah Rhodes, Heather Stalter, and Jean-Paul Orgeron presented a session titled “Growing Sustainability Initiatives: 

Planting the Seed of Academic Libraries as Partners” with fellow SUNY Binghamton colleagues Jennifer Embree and 

Neyda Gilman at the SUNYLA 2021 Conference.  

Jennifer Jensen presented a poster titled “SUNY Oneonta Student Textbook Survey: Undergraduate students’ 

preferences and behaviors on the use of textbooks and course materials” with Ed Beck, Jade Strauss, and Britney 

Cordice-Little at the SUNYLA 2021 Conference.  

Jennifer Jensen presented “Open for Innovation: Supporting Public-facing Teaching and Learning with SUNY Create” with 

Amanda Wentworth, Ed Beck, John Kane, Keith Landa, and Paul Schacht at the 2021 SUNY CIT conference.  

Lori Wienke participated in a panel titled Librarians Supporting Students During COVID-19 with fellow SUNY Colleagues 

Logan Rath (Binghamton), Laura Harris (Oswego), and Kristen Heinrich (Purchase). Sarah Rhodes moderated the panel 

session.  

Brendan Aucoin attended the Academic Library Managers Leadership Institute hosted by Siena 

College in late July. The week-long intensive program provides an opportunity to bring together small 

cohorts of academic library managers to learn leadership skills and theory from the faculty of 

Siena's Institute for Leadership Development. 

Brendan Aucoin was awarded membership to the inaugural cohort of the SUNY Oneonta 

Administrative Fellowship program. The program is designed to support interest and provide experience in 

administrative leadership. Brendan is working with Library Director Darren Chase on a series of projects both internal to 

the library and focused on student engagement. 

Sarah Rhodes authored a book chapter titled “School ecosystems: Including librarians in a proactive approach to 

addressing school shootings,” and co-authored a book chapter with Kjersti Vanslyke-Briggs and Jenna Turner titled 

“Pearl clutching and the normalization of school shootings in young adult literature,” both in 

the book titled Dress Rehearsals for Gun Violence: Confronting Trauma and Anxiety in 

America’s Schools published in July 2021.  

Milne Library participated in September 11, 2001: The Day That Changed the World, an 

educational exhibition that presents the history of 9/11, its origins, and its ongoing 

implications through the personal stories of those who witnessed and survived the attacks. 

Told across 14 posters, this exhibition includes archival photographs and images of 

artifacts from the 9/11 Memorial & Museum’s permanent collection. The poster exhibition 

is on view at the James M. Milne Library for the month of September. The exhibit was 

coordinated by Acquisitions and Electronic Resources Librarian Lori Wienke.  

Brendan Aucoin  
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S C H E N E C T A D Y  

Giovannine Matheron 

On August 10th, our new Begley Learning Commons held it’s ribbon cutting and has been open since. We greeted 

students back to campus in this new facility and have received raving reviews. Our newly renovated space was featured 

in the Daily Gazette.  

On August 30th, we welcomed back on campus students and faculty that have been mostly remote since the start of the 

pandemic. It’s been wonderful to see all of them back on campus. 

S T O N Y  B R O O K  

Jennifer DeVito 

Friendship Tree 

With the exciting news that the Stony Brook Seawolves would be returning to in-person learning for the Fall 2020 

semester, University LIbraries wanted to welcome them back in a unique way. Thus, The Friendship Tree was born, (or 

planted, shall we say). Begun as an experiment in Sochi, Russia in 1957, the original Friendship Tree was an attempt to 

grow a new breed of Mandarin Orange. With the grafting of branches from almost 170 countries over the years, the tree 

now additionally represents unity. That was the impetus for ours!  

Stony Brook University Libraries' version stands proudly at 16 feet wide by 7 feet tall. Students were invited to write their  

(Continued on page 18) 

Newly renovated Begley Learning Commons  

https://sunysccc.edu/News/SUNY-Schenectady-Unveils-New-Learning-Commons.html
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names, home towns, and graduation year on a pre-cut fabric leaf, now amounting 

to well over 700. The students who contributed to the Friendship Tree hail from as 

close as Long Island to as far away as Korea and Sweden.  

Located in one of the most visible reading rooms when entering the building, we 

also felt it important to create something eye-catching. This fits the bill, with 

students stopping by to find the leaves they've signed, taking photos to send home 

to families, and bringing new friends to sign leaves. We hope to leave this passive 

outreach program in place all through the cold New York winter!  

9/11 Memorial Exhibition 

Stony Brook University Libraries is honored, having been selected as a recipient institution for the limited, official 

hardcopy poster collection of the 9/11 Memorial & Museum 20th Anniversary Commemoration. This 14 poster 

exhibition, September 11, 2001: The Day That Changed the World, tells the story of the terrorist attacks in archival 

photos and first person accounts 

Please visit the Central Reading Room of the Melville Library through the month of October, where we are displaying 

these images from the museum’s permanent collection and read stories of survival and hope. This display will also be a 

stop along the Stony Brook University Art Crawl for Homecoming Weekend, October 23, 2021. Please visit the Art Crawl 

webpage for more information. 

Whether you choose to volunteer, serve in the military, or care for the elderly, you can create the world in which we want 

to live. Many of our Seawolves were not yet born when these attacks occurred, “…and history is unfolding in our own 

time. The ways we choose to respond—both large and small—can demonstrate the best of human nature after even the 

worst of days.” Visit 911memorial.org for more information. 

Antonija Prelec Memorial Lecture 

On Monday, 20 September 2021, Dr. Paul Offit delivered his lecture “You Bet Your Life: The Long, 

Risky History of Medical Innovation.” As this year's Antonija Prelec Memorial Lecturer, Dr. Offit was 

able to take attendees through a journey of medical innovation in the United States. His lecture 

focused primarily on the advent of vaccines and how regulatory agencies have developed over the 

years due to the unfortunate risks that have been discovered along the path of medical 

breakthrough. The presentation took us from Diphtheria to Sars-CoV-2 and emphasized the safety 

protocols that are in place today. 

Dr. Offit's very interesting lecture and answers to attendee questions can be viewed along with previous year's Antonija 

Prelec Memorial Lectures. The Antonija Prelec Memorial Fund was established in honor of Antonija (Toni) Prelec by her 

family, friends, and colleagues at the Health Sciences Center (HSC) of Stony Brook University. The purpose of the fund is 

to continue Toni's pursuit of excellence in medical librarianship and to improve the information services provided by the 

HSC Library. 

Art in Focus 

On Tuesday, September 21, University Libraries and the Pollock-Krasner House and Study Center were pleased to  

(Continued on page 19) 

Paul Offit  

Friendship Tree, University Libraries, SBU 

https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/art-crawl/schedule.php
https://www.stonybrook.edu/commcms/art-crawl/schedule.php
https://911memorial.org/
https://guides.library.stonybrook.edu/c.php?g=144958&p=8649592
https://guides.library.stonybrook.edu/prelec/about
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welcome Dr. Lewis Kachur of Kean University for an Art in Focus talk on “The ABCs of New York Surrealism in the 

1930s.” Dr. Kachur’s lecture, which traced the initial New York reception of Parisian Surrealism from the early 1930s 

with the recognition of Salvador Dalí’s painting and public persona as a key aspect, was given to an engaged crowd of 

over 50 attendees on Zoom. Though in the “before times” we presented these lectures at the Stony Brook University 

Southampton campus library, we’ve really enjoyed hosting so many viewers from all around the world via the virtual 

method over the last 18 months! 

There are two more lectures to come in the Fall 2021 Art in Focus series. On October 5, we will host Dr. Ellen Landau for 

her talk “Lee Krasner, Hans Hofmann and the Role of Drawing in Modernism.” Then, on October 19, we welcome curator 

and author Debra Bricker Balken for “Harold Rosenberg, A Critic’s Life,” a lecture drawing on her upcoming book of the 

same title. Both events will be held on a Tuesday at 6pm on Zoom. 

Fabio Montella, Assistant Professor of History and Library Services recently uncovered some long 

forgotten baseball history when he discovered that baseball legend Satchel Paige pitched in a 1950’s 

exhibition game at the Wivchar Riverhead Stadium on Long Island. 

During that July 21, 1950 game between the Philadephia Stars and the Riverhead Falcons, Paige 

pitched against future Hall of Famer Carl Yastrzemski, Sr. who played for the Falcons while his son 

Carl Yastezemski, Jr. was the batboy for the game. Most interesting is the fact that Carl Yastremski, Jr. got the last pitch 

off of Paige during a game between the Red Sox and the Kansas City A’s on September 25, 1965. 

Fabio wrote a research paper entitled “Satchel & The Yastrzemskis: A Long Island Narrative” and plans to write a book 

about Long Island’s baseball history. As a result of his reasearch, the Suffolk Sports Hall of Fame would like to place a 

historical marker on the site of the Riverhead stadium where the 1950’s game was played. You can read more about it 

in this Suffolk Times story.   

S U F F O L K  

Joan Cook 

Fabio Montella 

Congratulations to librarian Eric Jenes, who was awarded continuing appointment and librarian Susanna Van Sant, who 

was promoted to the rank of full professor, for the 2021-2022 academic year. 

T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D  

Karla Block 

The Harold L. Drimmer Library is back open to almost full-time in-person hours, and it is great to see students in the 

library again! We offer virtual reference in the evenings after regular in-person library hours and on Sundays. Most of our 

one-shot information literacy sessions are still virtual, with a small number of in-person classes.    

Gloria Meisel, Acquisitions Librarian, retired from SUNY WCC after 40 years of dedicated service to our students, the 

college, and the Westchester County community. Her outstanding service to librarianship has made a lasting impact on 

our information literacy and outreach work. We thank Gloria for her extensive contributions to higher education. She will 

be missed. 

(Continued on page 20) 

W E S T C H E S T E R  

Rebecca Steere 

https://suffolktimes.timesreview.com/2021/06/the-night-satchel-played-in-riverhead-baseball-history-unearthed-here/
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Anthony Reda, Library Technician, earned a Master of Science in Information and Library Science from SUNY Buffalo in 

May of 2021 with a GPA of 3.8. Anthony worked full-time at WCC while taking online graduate-level courses. He was the 

first in his family to enter graduate school and receive a graduate degree. A grandchild of immigrants on both sides of 

his family, he dedicated his degree to all who had championed him going back to school and becoming an academic 

librarian so he could serve at-risk first-generation college students. Anthony oversees the library's reserve collection, 

containing over one thousand physical course textbooks, videos, rock kits, CDs, and workbooks. He asserts that, “The 

collection's focus is to empower our students by providing them with course materials that could otherwise be financial 

barriers to their academic success. We want them to thrive in their educational journey here at the college and ensure 

we consistently maintain and update our collection with the latest course materials.” Before the pandemic, the course 

reserve collection accounted for 75% of the total print circulation. Anthony has worked in academic libraries for thirteen 

years and is a part-time adult reference librarian at Mamaroneck Public Library. He looks forward to becoming a full-time 

academic librarian at a community college to continue serving underprivileged communities in a larger capacity, 

demonstrating his passion for the work he already spent years crafting at three different colleges. 

Librarian Josh Weber, along with the college's web manager, Pat Dannenhoffer, redesigned and 

rebuilt the WCC website this summer using Springhare's CMS. They looked at several academic 

library websites, including SUNY institutions such as SUNY Buffalo and SUNY Stony Brook, for ideas. 

They also gathered input from the department and relevant questions they received from other 

channels. The new website, which is also on its own subdomain of the college, features the Alma 

Primo search and spaces promoting library workshops, a customized header and footer, featured 

books from the collection, and methods to contact the library, including a floating chat widget on all 

library pages. 

Rebecca Steere, the paralegal librarian, was granted tenure and received the rank of Assistant Professor this year. 

Rebecca worked closely with the paralegal department chair to prepare materials for the ABA's virtual site visit to renew 

the program's accreditation. Thanks go to cataloger Mayra Cabrera for her invaluable assistance with this project.   

This past year, librarian Don Simmons, Jr. worked closely with the SUNYLA SILC committee and presented a 3-part 

workshop series to SUNY librarians. Topics included teaching students to think critically about sources and integrating 

critical information literacy in the classroom while fostering an antiracist environment for libraries.  

Librarians Jessica Tagliaferro, Yvonne Rode, Rebecca Steere, and Nina Levine will be holding APA, MLA, and Noodle 

Tools citation workshops throughout the semester.  

Josh Weber 



Page 21 S U N Y L A  N E W S  

SUNYLA Gear !  
  

Get yours at:  

www.cafepress.com/profile/sunyla 

Using the grant from the Professional Development committee, I attended the RUSA e-course “Who Manages, Who 

Leads.”  

The course provided an overview of both management and leadership theory, where the areas overlap, and how they 

differ. Management and leadership styles, skills, and strategies were discussed as part of the coursework. Rather than 

providing a sort of management boot-camp of skills for day-to-day management, the course used theory and case 

studies to show how different management and leadership strategies could affect outcomes at an organization or within 

a department. Both general management/leadership and library-specific readings were referenced. 

I found this course more useful than I expected to once we got into it and I discovered it was more theory-focused than 

skills-focused. The course has provided a framework within which I have been able to reflect on the leadership and 

management actions at my institution, and I have a better understanding of why some of our institutional culture has 

evolved the way it has based on past and current leadership.  

Combined with a campus-led CliftonStrengths workshop, this course has led me to consider ways in which I can be more 

effective in the leadership roles I occupy on campus, and I have better ideas for how to handle difficult or awkward 

management scenarios I might encounter, both as a supervisor and a supervisee. 

G R A N T  R E P O R T :  R U S A  E - C O U R S E :  W H O  M A N A G E S ,  W H O  L E A D S  

Katherine Brent, Cobleskill 

https://www.cafepress.com/profile/sunyla
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