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Project Overview
This is a brief overview of the research for IL Fox –
an online dictionary/encyclopedia promoting
information literacy and digital fluency.
Users of this resource will:
• Learn information literacy terminology, history,
context, and applications
• Have consistent access to a centralized enhanced
information resource
• Discover an entry point into the world of experts
affiliated with information literacy
IL Fox will be authored and reviewed by knowledge
experts in the library and technology fields. This
presentation is a call for participation in the next
phase of the project.

Please Join Us!
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IL Fox – The Virtual Toolbook for Information Literacy
The toolbook will contain two pedagogical components:
• a dictionary of key terms from the
• supporting encyclopedia pages for these,
information literacy curriculum, e.g.,
with expanded definitions and elements
Open Access and Truncation
to stimulate further student learning
Criteria for Dynamic Term Definition and Entry Creation
General Guidelines
• All content must be in author’s own words
• Intended audience: students unfamiliar with information literacy
or library terminology.
• Language should be objective and neutral, using the third-person
• Terms should be kept lower-case, unless used to begin a sentence
• Use correct APA style for in-text citations and bibliography
• Please use print sources rather than online sources when possible
• Throughout, identify words that should hyperlink to other IL Fox
pages using format described below
Formatting Guidelines:
Use these symbols to identify special formatting.
• Words that should hyperlink to other IL Fox pages:
[H]example[H]
• Words that should be italicized: [I]example[I]
• Precede lines that should be bulleted with: [B]example
Definition Guidelines:
Definitions should use a few complete sentences and be under 100
words.
TERM (provide term to be defined)
DEFINITION (including succinct definitions for any variations of
the term, if applicable)

Encyclopedia Entry Guidelines:
Entries should contain between 500 and 2000 words (or more, for
more complex terms), using the following headings:
TERM (provide term to be defined)
OVERVIEW (expanded definition, with subheadings in italics, if
needed. May include examples)
HISTORY (term origin and evolution, if applicable)
SUBCATEGORIES (with headings in italics, if applicable)
CONTEXT & EXAMPLES (when, where, and why this is used, with
bulleted examples of actual use)
LEGAL ASPECTS (notable legal considerations and history, if
applicable)
ECONOMIC ASPECTS (notable economic considerations and history,
if applicable)
SOCIAL ASPECTS (social impact and history, if applicable)
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (additional relevant information not
listed elsewhere, if applicable)
TAKING IT FURTHER (Optional. Unique or detailed aspects related
to the term)
RELATED TERMINOLOGY (other terms of possible interest,
separated by semicolons)
RELATED WEB RESOURCES (academic websites closely related to
information literacy or a more specific subject area directly relating
to the term itself. URLs should go directly to the relevant page)
BIBLIOGRAPHY (APA-style citations, in order of reference)

Please Join Us!
We are seeking experts to author definitions and encyclopedia entries, or
review submitted entries. Besides helping us, we also believe your
participation will benefit you, by providing:
• authorship or editorial experience in a peer-reviewed encyclopedia
• an opportunity to extend your knowledge to others
• involvement in a pedagogical collaboration

Please contact us for more information, or sign up online:

Authors

Reviewers

To access
this form online,
scan the QR code
or go the URL
below it!

www.PosterPresentations.com

http://is.gd/reviewers

http://is.gd/authors

Sample Definition and Entry, for the term Capitalization
DEFINITION
The practice of displaying a letter using its upper case form.
Capitalization can also refer using the upper case for the
first letter of a word.
OVERVIEW
The use of capital letters, also known as the upper case or
majuscule, either for every letter of a word or just its first
letter. Capitals are not necessarily larger than lower case
letters, but instead use a different form for a given letter.1
Capitalization is generally used to give emphasis, in accord
with the original Latin meaning of “relating to the head or
top.”2 Capital letters are sometimes referred to as caps,
with the practice of capitalizing every letter of a word
referred to as using all-caps.
HISTORY
Capital letters existed before lower case (or miniscule). In
the early Roman alphabet all letters were capitalized, with
lower case letters being introduced in the Middle Ages.3
Alphabets with only one case are known as unicase; current
examples include Hebrew and Arabic.4 Usage conventions
for capitalization vary by language, geography, and field of
use, and have evolved continually since their inception.5
CONTEXT & EXAMPLES
In English, standard conventions include capitalizing proper
nouns and the first words of sentences:
• The first president of the United States was George
Washington.

CONTEXT & EXAMPLES (continued)
Titles for articles/books/films are generally capitalized when
mentioned in a sentence:
• One of Mark Twain’s best-known works is The Adventures
of Tom Sawyer.
Titles for persons are typically capitalized, but only when
referring to a specific person:
• Tom’s aunt was known in the book as Aunt Polly.
The word “I” is typically capitalized:
• Although E.E. Cummings referred to himself as “i,” most
of us use “I.”
Capitalization of every letter, or using all-caps, is sometimes
used to give stronger emphasis or to connote shouting.
• That pizza last night was the absolute BEST.
SOCIAL ASPECTS
Texting on mobile devices has brought about new uses of
capitalization, for abbreviations such as LOL (laugh out
loud) and TMI (too much information). Additionally,
conventional capitalization is often omitted in texting, with
proper nouns and the first words of sentences frequently
expressed using lower case letters.6
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Capitalization is a component of citation styles, and correct
usage varies for these. Links are provided below for several
style guides.

RECOMMENDED RELATED TERMS
all-caps; caps; lower case; upper case; typography
RELATED WEB RESOURCES
The Chicago Manual of Style Online:
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/qanda/data/faq/topi
cs/Capitalization.html?old=Titles/CapitalizationTitles23.html
The University at Albany’s Citation page:
http://library.albany.edu/usered/cite/index.html
BIBLIOGRAPHY
1. Hamilton, F. W. (1918). Capitals: A primer of information
about capitalization, with some practical typographic hints as
to the use of capitals. Chicago: Committee on education,
United typothetae of America.
2. Capitalize. (n.d.). In Oxford English dictionary. Retrieved
from http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/27459?
3. Jensen, H. (1969). Sign, symbol, and script: An account of
man's efforts to write. New York: Putnam.
4. Ambrose, G., & Harris, P. (2010). The visual dictionary of
typography. Lausanne, Switzerland: AVA Pub.
5. Garner, B. A. (2000). The Oxford dictionary of American
usage and style. New York: Oxford University Press.
6. Crystal, D. (2008). Txtng: The Gr8 Db8. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

LIS Faculty
Approximately 20% of the terms in IL Fox have been identified as static terms not
expected to change over time (e.g., magazine). These will be assigned to library and
information science students to author. We envision this taking place within a course,
and have created a course-length assignment for which students will:
• research one term from the toolbook
• find authoritative physical and online resources relating to the term
• create a dictionary definition for the term
• produce an encyclopedia entry for the term
• formulate a bibliography with correct citations
• provide links to related authoritative sources
All assignments that meet the editorial board criteria will be added to IL Fox, giving
students an opportunity for publication in a new resource related to their field.

Contact Us!
If you are interested in participating or learning more about IL Fox, please
scan the QR code above or visit the URL provided, or email us directly.
Feel free to share this with any colleagues who may be interested.

We look forward to hearing from you!

Carol Anne Germain: cgermain@albany.edu
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