
First off, even though this may seem belated, Happy New Year to everyone in SUNYLA!  

Undoubtedly by the time this goes to press, we will all be in the midst of our Spring 2016 

semesters.  Things are busy on my campus, and I imagine the same goes for everyone else 

across SUNY and beyond.  

SUNYLA has been busy over the past few months.  The 2016 Conference Planning 

Committee is hard at work reviewing proposals, setting the schedule, handling local 

arrangements, and doing all tasks needed to ensure a great conference in Binghamton in 

June.  The theme of this year’s conference will be “Convergence: Libraries from Every 

Direction.”  Eva Sclippa (Ceramics) designed this year’s fantastic conference logo.  

Beyond preparations for our Annual Conference, many of the groups within SUNYLA have 

been busy.  Highlights include the Midwinter Virtual Conference group: Michelle Eichelberger 

(Genesse), Rosanne Humes (Nassau), Rebecca Hyams (Maritime), Bill Jones (Geneseo), and 

Jill Locasio (Optometry) who assembled a follow up to last year’s well-attended sessions.  

This year’s Midwinter Virtual conference, “DIY Toolbox 2.0: We’re Going to Need a Bigger 

Toolbox,” was held on February 5th with sessions on a variety of freely available online tools. 

Since our last meeting we also now have an ad-hoc Library Advocacy committee. That 

committee is working in conjunction with members of the SUNY Council of Library Directors 

to develop materials that can be used to promote SUNY Libraries in various venues. 

As we move closer to our Spring elections, I do urge anyone out there who may be interested 

in running for SUNYLA office to consider doing so. As 1st Vice President, now as President, I 

have had the opportunity to be involved in many aspects of SUNY Libraries that I never 

thought I would be. This year we will be holding elections for 1st Vice President/President-

Elect, Secretary, and 2nd Vice President/Conference Chair. Current 1st Vice President, Bill 

Jones, will be overseeing the election this year. If you are considering a run for office please 

contact him.  
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  R E P O R T   

Michael V. Daly, Instruction & Public Services Librarian, Evan Library & Learning Commons, 

Fulton-Montgomery Community College 

Thanks in large part to the generosity of a SUNYLA Professional Development Grant, I had the opportunity to attend and 

present at the 12th Annual Open Education Conference (Open-Ed) held in Vancouver, BC, November 18th-20th, 2015.  

Sponsored, coordinated, and enthused by Lumen Learning, BC Campus and The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, 

Open-Ed brought together over four hundred librarians, instructional designers, instructional designers, faculty 

members, administrators, and students.  The conference environment focused on the sharing of ideas, stories, 

successes, failures, and adventures in finding, accessing, using and assessing open educational resources. 

As a first-time attendee of this conference, I left with a few positive notes that may be of interest to SUNYLA members: 

The growing number of librarians at academic institutions of all sizes who either have the title of, or are directly 

responsible for being, the “Open Education Resources Librarian.”  This is especially true on the west coast of 

the United States and in Virginia. 

The choice in open education resources is not if one’s institution will embrace use, but when.  This is a combination 

of factors - rising cost of textbooks and student’s growing reluctance, if not outright refusal to purchase 

textbooks from traditional publishers; the demonstrated impact that open education resources have on 

retention and completion across academic sectors and the growing ease by which these open education 

resources are created, found, and utilized. 

Creating a culture of open education at one’s institution cannot and should not be an adventure in loneliness.  The 

“best success” stories shared a common theme of building a small coalition of the willing and able and then 

showcasing that success.  New(er) models in educational resources don’t shy from traditional marketing! 

California’s Open Online Library for Education (http://cool4ed.org/) is an excellent, active example of how to 

encourage and showcase both use and creation. 

The presentation I took part in, “SUNY Libraries and Open Educational Resources: Our Evolving Plan of Action,” 

showcased the work of SUNY Libraries and librarians under the auspices of an IITG project that creates a new service 

model to proactively introduce open educational resources, while relying on existing services and programs, especially 

Open SUNY Textbooks.  Attendees were able hear from heavy open education resource users (Fulton-Montgomery 

Community College), uses and creators (Monroe Community College), and heavy creators (SUNY Geneseo and the Open 

SUNY Textbook project), as well as the support offered by Open SUNY via Affordable Learning Solutions.  Attendees were 

particularly interested in how a large system is collaborating to leverage shared resources, knowledge, and librarians. It 

is hoped that results from this new service model will be shared at both CIT and the SUNYLA 2016 Conference. 

As librarians and SUNYLA continue to advocate for and directly support student and faculty successes with open 

education resources must be part of our arsenal.  For those interested in other attendees’ reactions, the archive of the 

conference proceedings, true to the nature of the conference and openness, shares immediate and reflective musings:  

http://openedconference.org/2015/archive/ 

My thanks again to SUNYLA and the Professional Development Grants Committee for their support for my attending this 

conference.  
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More than 60 students from English classes at Cambridge High School in Washington 

County visited the SUNY Adirondack campus during the mornings of January 6th and 

7th.  Because it was during the winter break with few college students, the high-school 

students were able to enjoy the less-crowded library space.  After an introductory tour 

and research session with Reference and Instruction Librarian Joyce Miller, students 

used library resources to research their 10-page controversial issues papers.  

Cambridge librarian, Terese Brennan and the school's English teachers, have been 

bringing students for a morning on our campus during winter break for several years 

now. 

Dan Foote is returning to the SUNY Adirondack Library staff as a library specialist.  The 

library staff is very happy to have him back not only for his top-notch computer skills, 

but more importantly, for his extremely helpful and pleasant manner. 

A D I R O N D A C K  

Joyce Miller 
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A L F R E D  S T A T E  

David Hagstrom 

C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

The Walter C. Hinkle Memorial Library at Alfred State celebrated its 50th anniversary 

with a Saturday morning reception as part of the college’s Homecoming/Family 

Weekend on September 12th.  

The library moved into its current building in the fall of 1965. As part of a “book 

brigade,” students lined up at the old library on the Alfred University campus, took an 

armful of books, and carried them half a mile across the village to the basement of 

the new library. 

In 1970 the Alfred State library officially was dedicated in 

memory of Walter C. Hinkle, president from 1961-1964. 

President Hinkle was instrumental in increasing library funding 

and helping to build the collections. 

In conjunction with the anniversary celebration Hinkle Library 

launched a campaign—50 Years-50 Donors-50 Dollars—to 

raise funds to refurbish the gallery exhibit space. 

Former and current Hinkle Library staff at the 50th 
anniversary celebration: (kneeling, L-R) Linda Lewandowski, 

Marie Wilson, Barbara Greil, Amie Acton; (standing, Galen 
Brooks, Diane Kilbury, Patricia Martire, Joe Petrick, Diana 

Hovorka, Ellen Ehrig, Jane Vavala, David Haggstrom, 
Michelle Margeson. The portrait on the wall is of President 

Hinkle, who died in office on May 2nd, 1964, at age 57. 

Binghamton University Libraries welcomed our new Engineering Librarian, Aleshia 

Huber, in October. Aleshia serves as our subject liaison to the Watson School of 

Engineering and Applied Science. 

B I N G H A M T O N  

Laura Evans 



Publications and Presentations 

Rebecca Belford, Senior Assistant Librarian, published, "Author-Supplied Metadata for 

Music Composition Dissertations in ProQuest."  College Music Symposium 55 (2015). 

http://dx.doi.org/10.18177/sym.2015.55.sr.10890 

Nichole Colello, Staff Associate and Jennifer Murray, Senior Programmer/Analyst, 

presented "Empire Shared Collection: Preserving Legacy Print Collections Together” at 

the IDS Project Conference in Watertown, NY on Thursday, July 30th, 2015, and at the 

RiSCy Business: Revolution in Shared Collections workshop at WNYLRC on Friday, 

March 20th, 2015. 

Susan Davis, Deberah England, Tina Feick, and Kimberly Steinle, published, The 

Serials Librarian, v.69 no.3/4 (2015): 240-266.  http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/

full/10.1080/0361526X.2015.1122694.  Susan also presented a conference 

session "If At First You Don't Succeed, Try Another ERM" with Eric Hartnett (Texas 

A&M) at the 10th anniversary Electronic Resources & Libraries Conference in Austin, 

TX. Feb.22nd—25th, 2015.  Susan presented at the 30th anniversary NASIG Conference, 

"Why Using a Subscription Agent Makes Good Sense" with Tina Feick (Harrassowitz), 

Kim Steinle (Duke University Press), and Deberah England (Wright State University) 

May 27th—30th, 2015, Washington, DC. 

Cindy Ehlers, Sr. Assistant Librarian, coordinated and presented at the program “What 

Now? Working With the ACRL Information Literacy Framework for Higher Education,” 

on August 3rd, 2015 at the Center for Tomorrow at the University at Buffalo.  The 

session included an “Introduction to the Framework,” “Designing effective Learning 

Objectives,” “Creating Meaningful Assessments,” and a working session on creating a 

lesson plan around one of the frames. Librarians came from places as far away as 

Canton, Albany, and Oswego. 

Marie Elia, Instruction Support Technician, published an essay, "Silence in the 

Library," published on Queen Mob's Teahouse: http://bit.ly/qm-elia, and re-published 

on Berfrois: http://bit.ly/ber-elia.  Maria contributed to the Poetry Chapbook, Girlhood 

and Machines, published by Dancing Girl Press: http://bit.ly/dgelia.  She proposed 

and led a workshop titled "The New Applicant: 21st-Century Job Searching and Career 

Development" at the March 11th—14th, 2015 Visual Resources Association national 

conference, Denver, CO. 

Marie Elia, Instruction Support Technician, and Sarah Pinard, Instruction Support 

Technician, proposed, moderated, and presented jointly a session titled "Shifts and 

Shakeups: A Conversation about Archives Space Implementation" at the Mid Atlantic 

Regional Archives Conference/New England Archivists joint meeting in Boston, MA, 

March 2015. 

Christine George, Sr. Assistant Librarian, presented “Lessons Learned: Legal Aspects 

& Ethical Principles of Oral History” at the MARAC/NEA joint meeting in Boston on 

March 20th, 2015. 

Dean Hendrix, Associate Librarian, H. Austin Booth, Librarian, and Brian Bible 

presented “The Signal and the Noise: Libraries and the Politics of Institutional Data,” 

Association of College and Research Libraries 2015 Meeting, Portland, OR, March 

25th—28th, 2015.  Dean was invited keynote presenter at the April 24th, 2015 WNYLRC 

Regional Conference, "Tough Conversations: The Future of the Library Profession."  He 

presented a talk, "If We Don’t Do It, Somebody Else Will…Thoughts on the Future of 

Academic Libraries."   

(Continued on page 5) 

B U F F A L O  

Fred Stoss 
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Chris Hollister, Librarian, published, as co-editor, vol. 9, no. 1 of the journal, 

Communications in Information Literacy.  Chris, with Robert Schroeder, published 

“The Impact of Library Support on Education Faculty Research Productivity: An 

Exploratory Study,” Behavioral and Social Sciences Librarian, vol. 34, no. 3, p. 97-

115, and with Robert Schroeder co-presented, "From shoestring to sustainability: 

Launching a successful independent open access journal," Library Publishing Forum, 

Portland, OR, March 29th, 2015.   

Keith Mages, Assistant Librarian, and Linda Lohr, Sr. Staff Assistant, published, “The 

Dr. H.T. Jackson Collection of the University at Buffalo's Robert L. Brown History of 

Medicine Collection: Behind-the-Scene of its Identification, Donation and Digitization" 

and "The Watermark", Volume XXXVIII, No. 4, Fall 2015, pp. 35-39, Archivists and 

Librarians in the History of the Health Sciences. 

Ellen McGrath, Associate Librarian, authored, "A Century's Worth of Access: A 

Historical Overview of Cataloging in Law Library Journal," which was published in Law 

Library Journal, volume 106, number 3 (Summer 2014), pages 408-430. 

Sarah Pinard, Instructional Support Technician, presented a conference session 

"Beyond the Library" that explored career alternatives outside of traditional library 

positions at the New York Library Association's annual conference in Lake Placid, NY, 

October 21st—24th 2015.  She authored a report about the University Archives' hidden 

born-digital collections and preservation needs that was published in the Society of 

American Archivists' Manuscript Repositories Summer 2015 Section Newsletter. 

Fred Stoss, Associate Librarian, presented, "Getting Kids Outdoors with Nature 

Journaling," at the 2015 Annual Meeting of the NYS Library Assistants Association, 

June 8th—10th, 2015 in Corning, NY.  He also gave two presentations at the Annual 

Meeting of the new York State Outdoor Education Association, November 5th—8th, 

2015 in Fishkill, NY, “Putting Sustainability in Your Programs and Activities,” and 

“Déjà vu All Over Again: Global Climate Change from Inconvenient Truths to Realities.”  

He also published book reviews of Insights: Africa’s Future… Can Biosciences 

Contribute? by Brian Heap and David Bennett, Eds.,Banson  

http://libr.org/srrt/news/srrt192.php#10 in SRRT Newsletter #192, and  

The Routledge Handbook of the Climate Change Movement, by Matthias Dietz and 

Heiko Garrelts, Eds. http://libr.org/srrt/news/srrt193.php#10 in SRRT Newsletter 

#193, of ALA’s Social Responsibilities Round Table. Fred was one of two presenters 

for the October 28th, 2015 Webinar, “Customizing Your Climate Reality Presentation,” 

held by The Climate Reality Project 

Cynthia Tysick, Associate Librarian, presented at CIT2015 (SUNY Geneseo) on May 

27th on the Tools of Engagement Project. 

A. Ben Wagner, Librarian, published essay, “Personal Outreach in a Virtual 

World” [Tips from the Experts].” Issues in Science & Technology Librarianship (#81, 

Summer 2015). He presented entitled “Three success stories: new faculty lunches, on

-site reference, research team outreach,” for the April 29th, 2015 webinar sponsored 

by SLA Physics-Astronomy-Mathematics Division  

(see: http://hdl.handle.net/10477/30948).  

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

B U F F A L O  
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Michelle Zafron, Associate Librarian, presented a lightning talk at the Upstate New 

York Ontario Chapter of the Medical Library Association October 2015 entitled, 

"20/20 Hindsight or foreseeable obstacles? Lessons learned from coordinating a 

grant project." 

Appointments, Elections, and Selections 

Rebecca Belford, Sr. Assistant Librarian, was appointed to the Music Library 

Association-Music OCLC Users Group OCLC Search and Discovery Task Force, invited 

to serve on the EBSCO Music Advisory Board, and appointed to the Music Library 

Association Music Discovery Requirements Update Task Force. 

Susan (Bartl) Davis was re-appointed co-chair of the Association for Library Collections 

& Technical Services (ALCTS) Program Committee, and appointed chair of the NASIG 

Mentoring Committee for the 2015 Conference. 

Marie Elia, Instruction Support Technician, was appointed to the Visual Resources 

Association Development Committee; appointed co-chair, Visual Resources 

Association Emerging Professionals and Students group; continuing her appointment 

as member of the Visual Resources Association Archives Task Force. 

Christine George, Sr. Assistant Librarian, was elected Member-at Large (2 year term) 

in the Mid-Atlantic Region Archives Conference. 

Dean Hendrix, Associate Librarian, was re-elected to the WNYLRC Board of Trustees to 

serve a 5 year term. 

Chris Hollister, Librarian, was re-elected Chair of Department of Library and 

Information Studies Advisory Board, and re-appointed to Association of College and 

Research Libraries New Publications Advisory Board. 

Rose Orcutt, Sr. Assistant Librarian, was nominated as the Chair of the Nomination 

Committee for AASL (Association of Architecture School Libraries) for 2016. 

Margaret Wells, Associate Librarian, was re-elected Secretary of the WNYLRC Board of 

Trustees and reappointed to Business and Finance Committee. 

Collaborations and Special Projects 

Nell Arnoff, Sr. Assistant Librarian, and Cindi Tysick, Associate Librarian, collaborated 

with librarians at 8 other sites across the state on a 2015-2016 SUNY Innovative 

Instructional Technology Grant that will pilot the integration of OERs into large courses 

using third party platforms.  

Nell Arnoff, Sr. Assistant Librarian, finished a survey of UB medical students that was 

designed to gauge their use of library resources, spaces, and services and help to 

plan for the new space downtown (Buffalo) campus. 

Cindy Ehlers, Sr. Assistant Librarian, worked with students from Kenmore East High 

School, and with International Baccalaureate students from Kenmore West High 

School on research for their Extended Essay summer projects with the Kenmore West 

students had a tour of the campus, its libraries, and a lunch in The Commons that 

included a discussion with UB Honors College students.  She also worked with 8th 

graders from the Buffalo Public Schools (Interdisciplinary Science and Engineering 

Partnership) on website evaluation and citing sources and was invited to speak with 

multiple AP English classes at Williamsville South High School. 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Chris Hollister, Librarian, served as lead External Review Panelist for Jamestown 

Community College Libraries. 

Fred Stoss, Associate Librarian, again served as a reviewer for the 2015 and 2016 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 2 (NY, NJ, PR, VI) Environmental 

Education (EE) Grant Proposals.   

Awards and Recognitions 

Dean Hendrix, Associate Librarian, was listed as one of the top 20 librarian 

contributors to library and information science literature worldwide in the article, 

"Worldwide contributors to the literature of library and information science: top 

authors, 2007-2012," in the April 2015 issue of Scientometrics. 

Fred Stoss, Associate Librarian, was recognized for his article, “Subnational sources 

of toxicology information: state, territorial, tribal, county, municipal, and community 

resources online,” in the journal, Toxicology 157(1-2):51-65, 2001 Jan 12, as the 

number one Top Articles published in the Domain 1164974 (pharmacology and 

toxicology information), since 2001, by BioMedUpdater (November 215) of the 

BioMedLib, who produces the online journal, Who is Publishing in my Domain? He was 

interviewed on the radio program, “No Alibis,” for Radio Free America, broadcast from 

the KCSB studios on the Campus of the University of California, Santa Barbara.  He 

was asked his role as a global climate change information specialist and how his work 

helps other librarians better inform the “publics” they serve. 

Cynthia Tysick, Associate Librarian, awarded $1,520 for “Reinventing the Library: The 

Future Role of Libraries in SUNY and Beyond” as part of the Conversations in the 

Disciplines (CID) Program along with Mark McBride (Library Director for Monroe 

Community College) and Professor Stephen Weiter (College of Environmental Science 

& Forestry).  She is the Co-PI on an IITG grant for 2015-2016 piloting the integration of 

OERs into large courses using third party platforms.  The Tools of Engagement Project 

(TOEP) on which she worked for the last three years was mentioned in the 2015 New 

Horizon Report (on page 25) as an example that addresses the challenge of faculty 

digital literacy.  The project also received an Open SUNY COTE Effective Practice 

Award. 

Cynthia Tysick, Associate Librarian, and Margie Wells, Associate Librarian, were 

interviewed by Makiko Niimi, a Librarian in the University Library for Agriculture and 

Life Sciences at the University of Tokyo, about library support for undergraduate 

research and the Silverman renovation. Ms. Niimi also interviewed librarians at UC 

Berkeley. See:  http://new.lib.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/about . 

(Continued from page 6) 
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B U F F A L O  S T A T E  

Leah Galka 

It’s all about reinvention at E. H. Butler Library at Buffalo State. At the start of the fall 

2015 semester, we launched a newly designed and imagined website to the campus. 

For the redesign, we migrated to LibGuides CMS, which allowed our web team to 

develop, redesign, and launch the new website in just under two months.  The new 

site incorporates simplified navigation and more intuitive, userfriendly language (no 

more librarianese).  Additionally, the LibApps integration (LibCal, LibAnswers, and 

LibSurveys) allowed us to include more advanced functionality that, in a different 

CMS, would have required a developer/programmer to implement.  

We’re also reinventing our physical presence.  In order to clear up some valuable 

library space, members of our circulation and acquisitions departments have been 

working on an extensive periodical discard project.  We’ve 

been discarding many periodical titles that are currently 

available online.  This project will clear up space in the library 

that will be used for future development. 

This discard project also made it possible for the library to 

construct their new book-fronted reference desk.  We 

repurposed more than 150 of the discarded periodicals to 

make the desk, and it weighs more than 550 pounds.  It was 

fun to construct and has received positive feedback from 

faculty and students alike.  

Butler also brought a fun and educational series of gaming 

panels and events to the Buffalo State campus.  The series, 

called Game as Culture and Career , allowed the library to 

collaborate with a local game design collaborative and had 

excellent attendance and feedback.  The series included panels on gaming in popular 

culture and on the game industry as a career option, in addition to a game demo night 

and an open gaming event.  The series was set to correspond with ALA’s International 

Games Day @ Your Library. 

On the personnel front, Marianne Foley was recently promoted to full librarian and 

took on the position of Head of Acquisitions and Library Systems.  

Butler Library lost several longtime employees to retirements in recent years.  2014 

saw the retirements of Gail Marinaccio, Associate Director for Technical Services, and 

Al Riess, Librarian. 2015 brought the retirements of Connie Hsu, Associate Librarian, 

and clerks Peggy Hatfield and Sue Lorich. 

We also welcomed Joe Riggie, Information Systems Librarian, to Butler Library in 

January 2016.  Joe comes to Buffalo State after 6 years working as a systems 

librarian at Erie Community College.  Joe is a graduate of the University at Buffalo and 

of Buffalo State College.  His professional interests include improving the 

effectiveness of library services and the use of data for planning and decision making.  

In his free time, Joe plays fantasy football, reads science fiction, and chases his 

children around.  

Librarians Eugene Harvey and Amy Rockwell, along with Buffalo State colleagues 

Melaine Kenyon, and Kari D’Amico, presented the poster entitled, Values Have Value: 

Bridging Organizational Differences through "Bottom Up" Strategic Planning at the 

2015 Annual Educause Conference in Indianapolis, IN, in October 2015.  The 

presenters shared facilitation techniques used successfully in the "bottom up" 

approach to strategic planning they used at Buffalo State. 
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“...our Tutoring 

Services, Library 

Resources, and 

Library Services all 

ranked #1 in 

student satisfaction 

amongst both the 

SUNY Technical and 

Comprehensive 

Colleges in the 

SUNY Student 

Opinion Survey” 
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C A N T O N  

Cori Wilhelm 

SUNY Canton’s Southworth Library Learning Commons got an updated look in 2015, 

with a new exterior, roof, and energy-efficient windows.  The inside of the building got 

some updates, also, and is looking better than ever. 

In the fall semester, we welcomed our newest staff member, Christi Sommerfeldt, as 

Circulation Supervisor.  Christi attended the University of Wisconsin - La Crosse, for 

her B.A. English degree with a minor in music.  She then attended the University of 

Wisconsin - Milwaukee, for her M.L.I.S.  Christi has worked at various public libraries 

in Wisconsin, Ohio, and Kentucky, and at the Amos Music Library at Miami University 

of Ohio.  Her past positions include Materials Retrieval Page, Teen Services Librarian, 

Library Associate, and Children's Librarian.  Christi’s other interests include reading, 

cooking, baking, yoga, music, and a variety of sci-fi and British TV shows.  We are very 

excited to add Christi and all of her experience to our team! 

Rachel Santose, our Instruction and Assessment Librarian and Archivist worked hard 

to create A Hop Through History: The SUNY Canton Story, (http://wp.me/p67Kcx-2) a 

virtual tour of our Old Campus, including multiple photographs of the campus 

buildings, their exteriors and interiors, as well as photographs of prominent campus 

events and individuals.  She created the tour using Wordpress and Historypin, a site 

that allows us to crowdsource SUNY Canton’s archival holdings. We encourage our 

viewers to add information to the photographs through the blog to help us build as 

much information about our collection as possible. 

SLLC is saddened to say goodbye to Michael Magilligan, our Digital Technologies and 

Learning Librarian, as he has accepted a position at Fordham University and will be 

returning to his hometown of NYC this semester.  Mike has been an amazing asset to 

our Library Learning Commons, we will miss him greatly.  Best of luck, Mike! 

Finally, after years of transitioning and working to improve our services, Southworth 

Library Learning Commons was thrilled to learn that our Tutoring Services, Library 

Resources, and Library Services all ranked #1 in student satisfaction amongst both 

the SUNY Technical and Comprehensive Colleges in the SUNY Student Opinion Survey.  

This is a wonderful affirmation that all of our hard work is appreciated by our 

students, and means a great deal to the entire library team. 

Mary Anne Weiglhofer has retired from Clinton Community College Library after 16 

years of service.  She has served as the Library Director since 2009.  Jill Tarabula has 

been appointed Library Director, effective January 1st, 2016. 

C L I N T O N  

Catherine Figlioli 

http://wp.me/p67Kcx-2
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C O B L E S K I L L  

April Davies 

We are pleased to welcome Cathy Wise as our new Circulation Clerk. Cat comes to us 

from the Registrar’s Office at SUNY Oneonta.  The other new face in the building is our 

new Library Secretary, Lynn Jozifek. We stole her from the NYS Dept. of Labor. 

We’ve shuffled some positions here at Van Wagnen Library. Brendan Aucoin is 

now managing Circulation.  Katherine Brent has added some Systems duties 

as well as Archives & Special Collections to her ILL responsibilities.  April 

Davies is now Head of Public & Technical Services. 

Preparations continue for the 2016 SUNY Undergraduate Research Showcase 

to be held here at Cobleskill.  SURC 2016 is scheduled for April 15th.  

Renowned cancer researcher Jill Bargonetti will give the keynote address.   

Registration is currently open: http://blog.cobleskill.edu/SURC/surc.html.  

 

The SUNYLA Council came town for their 

November meeting. They only caused minor 

structural damage and nobody called the cops, 

so it was all good. Kidding, folks! We loved 

having them visit. Maybe next time they can 

come during the Fall Book Sale and get in 

some shopping. 
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“Franklin Moon 

Library is very 

soon to be a US 

State 

Department 

authorized 

Passport 

Acceptance 

Facility.” 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S C I E N C E  A N D  F O R E S T R Y  

Jane Verostek 

The SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry’s F. Franklin Moon Library is 

very soon to be a US State Department authorized Passport Acceptance Facility.  Moon 

Library staff - Joanne LaFontaine and Nan Clark are now certified passport agents, 

authorized to distribute forms, accept completed paperwork, review required 

documentation, and forward applications to the U.S. regional passport agency.  The 

library also offers passport photos and a Notary Public service. 

Linda Stubbs – Moon Library’s Secretary retires…  

a farewell written by Betsy Elkins, Past Director of the ESF Libraries.  

This month the Library says good bye and best wishes to Linda Stubbs who is retiring 

after 19 years as the Library’s secretary.  Linda has the distinction of having worked for 

4 different library directors.  During this time Linda experienced many changes around 

her in spaces, people, and technology.  In addition to her responsibilities as library 

secretary, she helped in many other areas of the Library including Interlibrary Loan and 

Circulation.  She somehow managed to keep track of many details for different people 

within the library staff and for library patrons.  She will be missed for sure.  In her 

retirement Linda plans to sleep past 5 a.m., read, watercolor, play with her cats, travel, 

and likely will experience many other things she hasn’t even imagined yet.  We wish her 

much happiness and good health in her retirement years. 

Jane Verostek, Associate Librarian presented at the Researching NY Conference at SUNY 

Albany in November 2015.  Her presentation was titled: The Marshall Family of NY - their 

history and legacy. Jane received a CLRC Professional Development Award to attend this 

conference. 

Jane Verostek, Associate Librarian received a UUP Individual Development Grant to 

pursue artistic and creative endeavors to pursue a photography hobby and create a 

travelling photography exhibit.  Thanks to this grant her first photography exhibit went on 

display in Moon Library in October 2015 and will travel to area public libraries in 2016.  

http://blog.cobleskill.edu/SURC/surc.html


G E N E S E E  

Michelle Eichleberger 

Senior Library Clerk Maxine Koberg has announced her retirement, effective January 

29th, 2016.  October of 2015 marked the start of Maxine’s 46th year of service to the 

college, the longest-serving civil service employee currently at GCC.  She started 

working in the library in 1969 at the West Main Street former Valu Discount store 

which was renovated in 1967 to serve as the first Genesee Community College.  Dr. 

Alfred C. O’Connell was the President at that time; in 1972 Maxine moved with the 

library that had been newly named, in his honor, to our current location on One 

College Road.  She has been an integral part of every one of the many, many 

remarkable changes that have taken place in the library over these 40+ years. 

The Library’s 5th Annual Student Digital Photo Contest, managed by Systems Librarian 

Michelle Eichelberger, was a success.  Thirty-two students submitted a total of 82 

photos this year and the judges selected photos for five awards.  Student participants 

were a diverse group: three international students, at least one campus center 

student, and students from a variety of majors, including Vet Tech, Nursing, and 

Business.  Only two students self-identified as Fine Arts or Digital Arts majors.  Check 

out the winning photos:  

http://www.genesee.edu/library/about-the-library/photo-contests/ 

The Library hosted several exhibits this fall:  

Artwork created by Heather Jones’ ART 110 Drawing class in support of the Global Ed 

“I am Malala” program. 

To celebrate our Native American Heritage, the Collection Development Librarian, 

Cindy Francis, organized a display in the Media Room for the month of November. The 

display included items of members of GCC’s Native American Student Group (NASG) 

and books on the history and culture of the Iroquois peoples.  http://

www.genesee.edu/library/library-news/native-american-display/ 

Reference Services Librarian Cindy Hagelberger organized two targeted roving events: 

Halloween week roving, complete with a daily trivia contest and a visit from Batgirl 

(see attached photo of part-time Reference Librarian Michelle Salvia) 

Star Wars fans unite! The Roving Librarian toured campus in celebration of the new 

film during the week of November 16th with daily trivia contests and awesome prizes 

for students.  http://www.genesee.edu/library/library-news/star-wars-roving/ 

Instructional Services Librarian Nicki Lerczak hosted plagiarism workshops in late 

November and early December. 

The 2016 A Tale for Three Counties community reading project book is Black River by 

S.M. Hulse.  The author will visit GCC in March 2016 and librarians Cindy Hagelberger 

and Michele Asmus are working hard to plan and organize all associated GCC events 

and activities.  http://guides.genesee.edu/tale2016 

In response to student requests for more casual seating, the library purchased two 

bean bag chairs. We continue to explore flexible seating options for our open seating. 

“In response to 

student requests 

for more casual 

seating, the 

library 

purchased two 
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for our open 

seating.” 
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M A R I T I M E  

Rebecca Hyams 

To say things are changing in the Stephen B. Luce Library might be an early contender 

for understatement of the year.  

 

Last semester we completed a massive weeding of our bound periodical collection, 

freeing up several shelves on the first floor of the library. Over the winter break we 

had the shelves taken away, freeing up additional space for our students to study and 

relax. We’ve entered the initial phases of working with an architect to decide 

ultimately how to best use the space. This semester we will be surveying various 

stakeholders and holding focus groups to give us a better idea of what types of 

spaces and facilities our users would benefit most from.  

 

Related to that, it was recently announced that SUNY Maritime would be receiving a 

grant from the SUNY Investment Fund for what the school is calling the Academic 

Success Center. The current plan is to house the Academic Success Center within the 

Library. A portion of funds from the grant will be going towards construction costs for 

the spaces that will be built here. 

 

In other news, we are pleased to announce that Annie Tummino will be joining us at 

the end of February as our new Archives and Scholarly Communications Librarian. 

Annie has an MLS from Queens College and was most recently a Project Archivist 

working on the records of the Ford Foundation in the Rare Book and Manuscript 

Library at Columbia University. We’re very excited to have her join us! 

 

Since our last update we had another addition to our staff as well. Martin Zmijewski 

has joined our staff as a Part-Time Librarian. Martin is a relatively recent graduate of 

the Palmer School at LIU- Post and will be covering mostly evenings and weekends.  

 

On January 21st, Library Director Kristin Hart and Cataloging and Digital Services 

Librarian Rebecca Hyams presented at the METRO Annual Conference at Baruch 

College. Their presentation was titled “You’ve Done PDA, What About PDW?: Patron-

Driven Weeding at the SUNY Maritime Library” that grew out of an activity done with 

freshmen in the Fall semester during their library orientation sessions.  



SHEILA JOHNSON GRAN 

Morrisville was awarded the Sheila Johnson Grant.  The purpose of the grant is to 

encourage the reading of and inform patrons about the diversity of literature available 

today.  By making these titles available, the library hoped to encourage reading 

among our patrons and provide them with a constructive activity for their free time 

within a diversity focused framework. 

LIBRARY EVENTS 

Morrisville students got a big surprise during finals in the fall semester when the 

library invited therapy dogs to campus.  This event ran for a couple hours on 

December the 8th and 10th where students could come into the library classroom and 

unwind from their studies with some very friendly lap dogs.  The therapy dogs were a 

huge success with lines out the door before they even arrived.  Other events in the 

library included our regular yearly Lee Brown Coye art exhibit during the month of 

October.  This year’s exhibit was titled “Dance Macabre.”  Multiple book displays were 

featured that time of the year including one for Banned Books Week and Halloween 

horror reads. 

At the end of the semester, in conjunction with the inauguration of Morrisville’s 8th 

president, a display on the history of Morrisville was set up in our art exhibit.  In 

addition to images and article reproductions; two poems recited during the 

inauguration ceremony by Alex Arruda and Devon Branca were on display in large 

format. 

LIBRARY SPACE 

The library saw several improvements to study spaces as the semester progressed 

in the fall.  Our first addition was a large enclosed group study with a ten foot dry 

erase board.  It has become one of our most popular study spaces with the 

whiteboard being heavily utilized for planning group projects and reviewing study 

materials.  In the same area as this study room we are also in the final planning 

process of adding additional computing space.  There will be several divided 

cubicle like spaces each with its own computer and room to spread out materials.  

We are slated to have these installed by the end of January.  In addition, we  

purchased several new individual study pods.  These modular units each have 

individual desk space, power plugs, and storage for books and bags.  They, just like 

our new group study, have become extremely popular and many students have 

inquired if we will be purchasing more.  

REFERENCE CHANGES 

Towards the end of the fall semester, there were several changes and additions to 

our reference services.  First we have picked up the Ask Us 24/7 chat service in 

order to give our students a reference service to use remotely and during 

afterhours.  Many students and faculty were shocked that such a service existed.  

They were enthusiastic, knowing that no matter the time of day there was now an 

option to speak with a librarian for research assistance.  We have also started pilot 

testing two satellite reference services on campus.  One of these was located in our 

CSTEP (Collegiate Science & Technology Entry Program) study hall which is on the first 

floor of one of the dorms.  This study hall that can only be accessed by CSTEP 

students was our first attempt at bringing reference services to student spaces 

outside of the library.  A second satellite reference location was set up during Sports 

Study Hall in Crawford Hall.  Sports Study Hall is a mandatory study session for 

student athletes who do not have games scheduled the following day.  We will be 

continuing these satellite reference locations into the spring semester and after 

assessing usage may add additional locations in the semesters to come. 

M O R R I S V I L L E  

Adam Saunders 
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N E W  P A L T Z  

Anne Deutsch 

Sojourner Truth Library opens renovated main floor 

The fully renovated main floor of STL is open to the public.  The floor has a shared 

services desk, more open work space, various furniture configurations to support both 

group and individual work, updated technology, and new group study rooms.  Phase 

four is underway with the creation of a faculty study and the refurbishment of the 

special collections room – both on the concourse level.  This project is supported by 

$14. 3 million in funds from the State University Construction Fund secured as an 

additional state appropriation by legislators Assembly member Kevin Cahill (‘77) and 

State Senator John Bonacic in 2008. 

New Member of the STL Technology Team 

We’re excited to welcome Rachel Fichter as the new Library Technology Assistant.  

She originally hails from Cleveland, OH, where she received her MLIS at Kent State 

University and her BA from the College of Wooster. 

SUNY New Paltz Librarians participate in CUNY Games Fest 2016 

Research and Education Librarians Mandy Babirad, Heather Shimon, and Lydia 

Willoughby will be presenting “Ghosts in the Library,” an interactive workshop at the 

CUNY Games Fest on January 22nd. 

N I A G A R A  

Karen Ferington  

We welcomed a new part-time reference librarian for our spring semester, Bridget 

Baker, a graduate of SUNY-Geneseo.  She will work at the Circulation Desk on 

evenings and weekends. 

Nancy Kennedy, Library Director, and Jeanne Tuohey, Reference Librarian, presented 

a workshop called “Creating Effective Library Assignments That Enhance Creative 

Thinking and Information Literacy Skills” for our Professional Development Days in 

January.  This workshop is a move toward more collaboration between the librarians 

and the faculty to achieve course goals and objectives.  

All of our library staff is very busy preparing for our move out of our 4-story library 

building later this semester as it is renovated and transformed into a Learning 

Commons.  All of the materials and the people have to leave the building for the next 

18-24 months during the construction and move 2 buildings away into what is now a 

closed 2nd floor cafeteria.  Our mantra for the near future will need to be, “There’s no 

gain without pain.”  Wish us all luck! 
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O L D  W E S T B U R Y  

Jason Kaloudis 

Phase II of the ongoing library renovation is expected to be completed soon. A critical 

component of this particular phase of the project involved the long-awaited 

completion of the library’s brand new Circulation/Reserves Department.  Circulation 

has made finally made its move from its temporary nearby location to the newly 

renovated permanent space adjacent to the main entrance of the library during the 

past Fall semester.  Work is also nearly complete on the library’s own instruction 

facilities.  It is hoped to be ready for use as early as March 2016. 

Last but not least, this past December 23rd marks Library Director, Stephen 

Kirkpatrick’s 39th year of continuous and committed service with the SUNY Old 

Westbury College Library.  In addition to reaching this incredible milestone of 

longevity, Stephen has also recently made the bittersweet announcement that he will 

be retiring officially this coming July.  Stephen’s contributions to the college library  

and the larger campus community are numerous and significant.  His congenial 

presence will be sorely missed at SUNY Old Westbury.  A search for a new library 

director is now currently underway. 

O N O N D A G A  

Fantasia Thorne-Ortiz 

Our library will be participating in the “Community as Collection: Building the 

Community Profile System” IMLS grant project that was recently awarded to faculty 

members at Syracuse University’s iSchool.  We were asked to be a participating library 

in this grant project because of our success hosting Human Library events over the 

past three years.  We will be a test site for a system that will hopefully help us (and 

other libraries) with planning future events and possibly new services that benefit 

from community member expertise.  These may include future Human Library events, 

How-To Festivals, Pop-up Makerspaces, etc.  More information is available in the 

following press release: Faculty Awarded IMLS Grant to Catalog Human Expertise for 

Community Libraries (http://ischool.syr.edu/articles/news/view/faculty-awarded-imls-

grant-to-catalog-human-expertise-for-libraries/). 

We have just started a search for a full-time librarian. 

O R A N G E  

Nancy Murillo 

Librarian, William Worford was granted tenure.  Librarian Stephanie Herfel Kinsler is 

leaving SUNY Orange and will be working as a Health Sciences Librarian in 

Tennessee.   

“We were asked 

to be a 

participating 

library in this 

grant project 

because of our 

success hosting 
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events over the 
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years.” 
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Research Help Desk at 

Oswego nearing completion. 
Photo by Jim Nichols 

The new year brings exciting physical changes and professional earnest to Penfield 

Library. As we begin the process of hiring a new library director, project renovations 

near completion, all while librarians and staff continue to work to support the needs of 

our campus. 

Renovations 

We are very pleased to report that the new Writing Center and modernized first floor 

atrium projects are nearly complete! The Writing Center, formerly on the library’s third 

floor, has been relocated to the first floor.  In doing so we have also made it more 

accessible and met the need for more space.  A companion project has been 

transforming our first floor atrium into an attractive and up-to-date core of the 

Learning and Innovation Center (LINC) @ Penfield Library. The LINC brings together a 

variety of learning and innovation technologies, expert assistance, and spaces 

designed to facilitate scholarly and creative activities -- in one central location.  We 

have greatly expanded access points for electrical power, created more collaborative 

work spaces, added sustainable lighting and fountains, and improved the accessibility 

and functionality of service points.  

Library Director Search 

The Library Director Search Committee has begun to review applications. Current 

Director, Barbara Shaffer, has announced her retirement plans. June 1, 2016 is the 

anticipated date of appointment for the new Director. 

New Hire 

Laura Harris has joined as our new tenure-track Online Learning Librarian. Laura 

comes to Penfield from Springshare where she was employed as a Community 

Specialist & Trainer. Previously, she held positions as Web Services and Government 

Documents Librarians at Grand Valley State University. Laura is a graduate of the 

University of Michigan’s School of Information. 

Awards 

Congratulations to Librarians Sharona Ginsberg, Chris Hebblethwaite and Marilyn 

Ochoa for winning a Technology Initiative Program grant from Campus Technology 

Services. The grant will provide support for an exciting new interdisciplinary “maker 

service” available to the campus. 

Presentations 

First-Year Experience Librarian Michelle Bishop presented on the use of infographics 

in instruction at SUNY Oswego’s Fall Technology Conference on October 30. 

Learning Technologies Librarian Sharona Ginsberg gave a keynote presentation on 

"Making Spaces: re(Discovering) the Maker Movement in Libraries" at the Necessary 

Knowledge Live, a professional development staff training day for North Central 

Kansas Library System on November 5, 2015. 

Sharona also was part of a panel which presented on "We're Here, We're Queer, Hire 

Us! Navigating the Job Hunt When You Don't Conform." She presented with Brandon 

West (SUNY Geneseo) and Lydia Willoughby (SUNY New Paltz) at SUNY Pride 

Conference at SUNY Oneonta on October 24, 2015. 

Web Librarian Emily Mitchell presented "Dancing With Myself: Rockin' it as the Sole 

Person Responsible for the Website" at the EdUI Conference in November, 2015. 

Professional Development 

ILL Library Clerk Judy Lupa attended the annual IDS Conference and took two online 

courses through the IDS project. 

Resource Sharing Librarian Mike Paxton attended the SCRLC workshop "A.I.M. 

(Assess, Improve, Market) to be a Resource Sharing Superhero" in November, 2015. 

O S W E G O  

Michelle Bishop 

Research Help Desk at 

Oswego—the before picture. 
Photo by Jim Nichols 



P L A T T S B U R G H  

Michelle Toth 

Mark your calendars now for the ACRL Assessment Immersion Program, to be held at 

SUNY Plattsburgh, August 1st-3rd, 2016. 

This SUNY-specific regional opportunity approaches assessment from a learning-

centered perspective.  Formative assessment is emphasized to explore its role in 

instructional and curricular design, in librarian/faculty skill development, and in 

development of Information Literacy programs.  

By participating in this SUNY conference, participants will benefit from significantly 

reduced costs and the added value of participating with colleagues ready to 

collaborate on follow-up activities.  In addition, while the national immersion institutes 

are highly competitive, this regional program will be open to no more than 50 

participants from a cross-section of SUNY libraries, without the usual required 

detailed application (only a short statement of intended assessment goals) and letter 

of reference. 

Many details are still being developed, so keep alert to notifications of the registration 

details via the SUNYLA listserv. 

Planning Committee members include members of SUNYLA, SCLD, and members of 

the statewide 3R's.  Contact any of these planning members for more information as 

the program date gets closer: Holly Heller-Ross, John Hammond, Gail Wood, Michelle 

Toth, Mary Jo Orzech, Mark McBride, Kim Detterbeck, Patrick Callahan, Mark Smith, 

Karen Volkman, Elin O'Hara-Gonya, Jenica Rogers, Susan Lieberthal, Bonnie Swoger, 

Rebecca Hyams, Mark Mastrean, Susan Parry, and Mary-Carol Lindbloom. 

Feinberg Library Prize for Undergraduate Research is a new annual prize recognizing 

student excellence in library research.  Winners receive $500 (applied to their college 

bill), a certificate, and publication of their submission in the SUNY Plattsburgh Digital 

Commons.  Runners-up receive honorable mention. 

More details at: http://www.plattsburgh.edu/library/researchprize.php 

Holly Heller-Ross, Michelle Toth and Karen Volkman are all serving on campus Middle 

State Periodic Review committees.  

Michelle Toth was named the Campus Assessment Fellow for 2015-2016.  This role is 

primarily tasked with coordinating the assessment of the campus’s general education 

learning outcomes.   

Feinberg library completed a search for a new librarian and we anticipate the 

successful candidate on campus in March.  

We re-constituted and re-launched our Library Liaison program in the fall semester.  In 

the fall our outreach activities reached 29 departments on campus.  

By participating in 
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Vacancies and Searches 

With three librarian vacancies and several vacant clerical positions, we continue to 

struggle with delivering services. Permission has been granted to fill one Associate 

Librarian position for a Coordinator of Technical Services and Discovery. Review of 

applications begins on January 18, 2016. 

Meditation Prayer Room 

Several library staff noticed students praying in the stacks, and suggested that the 

library create a space for students to pray or meditate. This past Fall, Information 

Literacy Librarian, Jessica Ramey turned one of our vacant faculty offices into a Prayer 

Meditation room. Right now it is pretty much an empty room with a shoe rack, but we 

hope to make it more accommodating before the Spring semester begins.  Students 

have requested an area rug, plants, yoga mats, water fountains, pillows, wall hooks 

and seating.  Jessica is working on a plan to honor as many of the requests as 

possible. 

Stress Busters 

During finals week at SUNY 

Potsdam, Crumb Library hosted our 

annual Stress Busters event. The 

event included extended library 

hours, therapy dogs, and daily 

random giveaways. We also 

purchased a commercial popcorn 

machine that we used for the first 

time during Stress Busters. It was 

our most popular giveaway! 

Provost Search 

Our new Provost Dr. Bette S. Bergeron will be arriving in March 2016.  More details: 

http://www.potsdam.edu/newsandevents/121415collegeprovostappointment.cfm 

Purchase College Library welcomed two new members to our staff this January.  

Megan Oliver began her position as the Digital Resources Curator in the Visual 

Resource Center on January 13th and Emily Carlin began on January 9th as the 

Outreach Reference and Instruction Librarian.  

Darcy I. Gervasio, Reference Coordinator, published an article, “Redefining Virtual: 

Leveraging Mobile Librarians for SMS Reference,” in the current issue of the 

International Journal of Digital Library Systems.  http://www.igi-global.com/journals/

abstract-announcement/91407.  The article explores ways in which text message 

reference differs from other virtual reference tools and provides best practices for 

deploying a “mobile reference” mindset. 

Susanne Markgren, Digital Services Librarian, conducted a workshop, Preparing for 

Today’s Job Market: The Search, The Application, and The Interview, for ALA’s 

Placement Center, ALA Midwinter Conference, Boston, MA, January 9th, 2016. 

Carrie Marten, Resource Sharing Librarian, and Susanne Markgren facilitated a 

discussion group meeting on “Research & Writing as a New Librarian,” for ACLR/NY 

on Friday, November 20th, 2015, at the New York City College of Technology (CUNY). 

P U R C H A S E  

Carrie Marten 
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http://www.slideshare.net/smarkgren/preparing-for-todays-job-market


Daniel Kinney, Associate Director for Resource Management, was re-elected president 

of the Long Island Library Resources Council Board of Trustees for 2016. 

Nathan Baum, Associate Dean for Collection Strategy and Management, is retiring in 

January 2016 after 35 years at Stony Brook University.  Nathan’s career started at the 

Evans Library at Texas A&M University.  In 1981, he joined Stony Brook University as a 

Reference Librarian and the selector for the Harriman School of Management and 

Policy.  Nathan served as Head of Reference from 1986 to 1999, when he was 

named the Digital Resources Librarian.  From 2004 to 2010, he was the Assistant 

Director for Electronic Resources and Services. He served as the Associate Director 

for Collection Strategy and Management from 2010 to 2015, when he was named the 

Associate Dean for Collection Strategy and Management.  The Stony Brook University 

Libraries wish Nathan a long and happy retirement. 

Heath Martin will be joining Stony Brook University Libraries on March 1st, 2016 as 

the new Associate Dean for Collection Strategy and Management. 

Heath Martin has been the Director of Collections at the University of Kentucky 

Libraries since 2009. He has also worked at Western Carolina University and SUNY-

Maritime in Acquisitions and Collection Development leadership roles. In all, he has 

had more than 10 years of experience in academic library management positions. Mr. 

Martin has a BA and MA in English from Illinois State University and an MLS from 

Queens College. 

Stony Brook University Libraries also welcomed Giulieta Stoianov, Senior Assistant 

Head of Access Services and Christopher Larson, Evening Weekend Manager at the 

Health Science Library. 

Kristen Nyitray, Head of Special Collections and University Archives, and University 

Archivist, was one of forty-five archivists to earn the Digital Archives Specialist (DAS) 

certificate from the Society of American Archivists (SAA) after completing required 

coursework and passing a comprehensive examination in August. SAA’s DAS 

certificate program was developed by experts in the field of digital archives and 

provides archivists with the information and tools needed to manage the demands of 

born-digital records. DAS certificate holders must complete nine courses and pass 

nine exams from four tiers: Foundational, Tactical and Strategic, Tools and Services, 

and Transformational, and pass the comprehensive examination. 

The Chinese Library Annual Conference was held at the Guangzhou Baiyun 

International Convention Center, December 15th-17th, 2015 hosting more than 3,000 

library professionals from the U.S., Germany, South Korea, Russia, Hong Kong, 

Macao, and Mainland China. The theme for this year’s conference is “The Library’s 

Role in Social Progress”. There are four symposiums and 21 academic sessions/

panels at the conference, with topics ranging from information technology’s impact on 

libraries, legal issues of public libraries, children’s reading promotion, rare books 

preservation, to modern technology and others, all concerning critical issues 

facing libraries in present-day China and the world. 

Michael Huang, Coordinator of the Office of Global Library Initiatives at Stony 

Brook University organized and presented an academic session titled “The 

Library’s Role in Social Advancement: Current Trends in Academic and Public 

Libraries in the United States.” The session consisted of eight speakers. It was 

one of the most popular events at the conference attracting over 300 

attendees.  

(Continued on page 20) 

S T O N Y  B R O O K  

Jennifer DeVito 
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News 12 Long Island features Special Collections 

Special Collections will be featured in the News 12 series “Long Island’s Hidden Past.” 

Hosted by journalist Danielle Campbell, the program showcases collections and 

historic sites throughout Long Island to highlight our region’s history.  This segment is 

scheduled to air in January. 

Rare documents that will be shown and discussed include the university’s two George 

Washington letters and original maps of Long Island published in 1640 and 1858.  

Kathleen Maxheimer, University Libraries Outreach Strategist, collaborated with 

members of Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) on several events 

designed to give students a break during midterms and finals, help alleviate stress 

and make them aware of the support services available to them. 

In October, a “Create Your Own Zen Garden” event was held in which students were 

given all the materials needed to make a mini Zen garden and take it with them to re-

create later.  Using the Libraries’ promotional frisbee, an 80 lb bag of fine sand, 

seashells, small rocks, flowers and small disposable forks, more than 100 students 

took advantage of the craft making. CAPS set up a table nearby and were available to 

provide information to interested students. 

 

During finals, Stony Brook University Libraries once again partnered with CAPS to 

present “Let’s Talk!” This event allows students the opportunity to stop by for brief 

chats with counselors.  There are giveaways and information about resources 

available.  A certified therapy dog, Beau, was also in attendance.  Students waited in 

line to meet Beau and, while on line, were asked to write what they would be doing 

once finals were over.  This gave counselors a chance to speak to students, and offer 

encouragement, advice and some freebies! 

More than 100 students filled out a brief 

questionnaire to help us assess the 

event. Not surprisingly, 100% wanted to 

have time with a therapy dog be a 

regular occurrence.  When asked how 

the felt after spending time with Beau, 

the comments ranged from happy, 

relaxed to “I feel ready to conquer my 

finals!” 

For more on these events, check out:  

https://youtu.be/Af6TLV06dWU  

https://youtu.be/0PwY9mJEN-c 

(Continued from page 19) 
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http://guides.library.stonybrook.edu/culper-spy-ring
http://guides.library.stonybrook.edu/culper-spy-ring
https://youtu.be/Af6TLV06dWU
https://youtu.be/0PwY9mJEN-c
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S U F F O L K  

Rebecca Turner-Wallace & Dawn Wing 

From Susan Lieberthal, Head Librarian at Ammerman Campus: 

The Suffolk county community college librarians are partnering with several SUNY libraries to share a 

server generously offered by Buffalo State library.  The server will host learning objects and tutorials 

created using the open source software Guide on the Side created by the University of Arizona.  We 

are grateful to our SUNY colleagues who have helped us to get this important new program off the 

ground and to Trevor Riley from the Scholes library at SUNY Alfred for his leadership.  Stay tuned for 

our progress to enhance our already robust information literacy program. 

The Suffolk County Community College libraries were part of a successful accreditation process for the 

School of Nursing.  The Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN) and SUNY 

Education Department gave high marks to the resources provided for the Nursing students in the 

Associate Degree and Practical Nursing Certification programs. 

The libraries, as part of the resources component were very highly praised.  Just to add to our amazing 

array of resources and support for the nursing programs, the SCCC library now has a subscription to 

two nursing collections of videos from Films on Demand.  A special thanks to two new librarians who 

jumped in head first, Fiona Grady at the Ammerman campus and Kerry Carlson at the Grant campus.  

MaryPat Takacs at the Eastern campus kept a smooth transition from one campus to the other.  A big 

thank you in absentia to Marya Shepherd who retired in the summer but had laid the groundwork for 

the libraries to shine during this ACEN visit. 

From Dawn Wing, Media and Reader Services Librarian at Ammerman Campus: 

Dawn is excited to announce the print publication of her article "Graphic History: Using Comics in the 

ELL Classroom" in the "Teen" issue of School Library Journal in November 2015.  She also looks 

forward to sharing her LIB101 students' experiences showcasing research findings in "Presentation 

Pizzazz with Piktochart" for the SUNYLA Midwinter Virtual Conference on Friday, February 5th, 2016. 

T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D  

Susanna Van Sant 

Guide on the Side 

We have been interested in implementing Guide on the Side for a while now, but lacked the campus 

infrastructure to adopt it.  We appreciate the work of Marc Bayer (Buffalo State) and Trevor Riley 

(Alfred) and others who have set up a trial run on behalf of a number of SUNY libraries. 

Assessment 

We are collaborating with Delhi and Stony Brook as part of the SUNYLA assessment initiative.  The 

focus is on interventions with students who are most at risk of dropping out or failing basic classes. 

During the fall we gathered information on participation of our ENGL100 students in Library and 

Tutoring services. During the spring semester we will be analyzing that data viz completion and final 

grades in the basic composition class. 

Regional Interlibrary Loan Services 

TC3 Library was awarded the Bibliographic and Referral Center (BARC) contract for this year. BARC is a 

service offered for last-resort interlibrary loan and regional Union List of Serials maintenance. This 

service is available to all South Central Regional Library Council members not having full OCLC access. 

New Online Resources 

Our campus Global Studies office, study abroad and anthropology programs were particularly pleased 

that the Library initiated a subscription to SCOLA.   We have also added a subscription to Statista. 

Although we have participated in the Films on Demand Academic subscription over the years, we have 

also picked up Alexander Street’s Academic Video Online: Premium and will spend the semester doing 

some rigorous product comparison. 



http://sunyla.org/ 

 

The SUNY Librarians Association promotes the 

professional development and collaboration of library 

personnel across SUNY in order to advance library 

service(s) to our campuses and the people of New York 

State.  
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