
Whoa, is it May already? This year went by at such a clip that we’re already up to SUNYLA 

2016! This is my final newsletter update as President, after which I will be handing the reins 

over to Bill Jones (Geneseo) and the incoming board.  

As we look towards SUNYLA 2016 in Binghamton some of you may be wondering where we’ll 

be next year in 2017. I’m happy to announce that SUNYLA 2017 will be held at the 

University at Stony Brook from June 14th-16th, 2017. More information will be coming out in 

the early fall as planning moves forward. (P.S. upstate campuses- it’s never too early to start 

thinking about hosting SUNYLA for 2018!) 

We had a great year this year and I hope we keep this momentum going. It’s an exciting time 

to be part of SUNYLA and I have really enjoyed seeing the ways in which we’ve expanded our 

reach and gotten members involved this year. Our Midwinter Virtual Conference in February 

had over 200 registrants (many of whom reported watching with colleagues) and the 

feedback was great. Be on the lookout for announcements for next year’s! The planning for 

SUNYLA 2016 has been going well and from the look of the program and venue it’s going to 

be yet another excellent conference. We also added two ad-hoc committees, one for 

Assessment and one for Advocacy, and sent liaisons to be part of some wider SUNY-wide 

initiatives.  

Our final council meeting of the year will be on June 8th at 10am at Binghamton University. 

All SUNYLA members are invited to attend. There will also be a brief general member 

meeting over lunch on June 9th. 

I hope to see many of you over table tennis, at or between sessions and committee/SIG 

meetings, or at the firepit in Binghamton! 
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Thanks to a SUNYLA Professional Development Grant, I was recently able to attend 

the Transforming Libraries for Graduate Students Conference held at Kennesaw State 

University in Georgia. With approximately 75 participants from everywhere from 

Florida A&M to Kansas State University, there was a diverse mixture of ideas, 

programs and services shared. Common themes throughout the day included the 

need to gather data from a variety of sources and working with a variety of partners. 

Data should be collected from graduate students, advisers, and graduate schools.   

Offering an all-day workshop, with sessions by different partners (include career 

services, graduate school, library staff, and various academic departments), often 

gets better attendance than one-off workshops throughout a semester. Don’t be 

afraid to try something – take a zero-based approach – if you are offering nothing 

now, anything you can provide is a win, even if it’s the use of a room for graduates to 

meet and write in, one day a week. Finally, the topics graduate students find useful 

range from the expected – what is ILL, what database works best in my discipline, to 

the unexpected – citation management and other tools, time and project 

management, how to find funding for research and how to write a proposal for their 

thesis. You don’t have to be the expert in all these things, you can find partners across 

campus! 

I am excited to work with my colleagues in the library, and various partners on campus 

– including the Graduate School, who also helped fund my trip, to improve the service 

we provide our graduate students. If this is a topic you are interested in, I’d love to 

hear from you!  

Here is the conference website, where many of the presentations have been posted: 

digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/gradlibconf/. I understand they will be offering the 

conference again in 2018  

“...take a zero-

based approach 

– if you are 

offering nothing 

now, anything 

you can provide 

is a win... 
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K E N N E S A W  C O N F E R E N C E  R E P O R T  

Kim Myers, Digital Repository Specialist, Brockport 

http://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/gradlibconf/


Thank you to SUNYLA for helping support my attendance at Learning and the Brain: The 

Science of Imagination. The conference was April 7th - 9th in Orlando, FL. There were so many 

good keynote speakers and conference sessions. I can only attempt to write up the start of my 

notes as well as provide some links to share back with the greater community. I attended this 

conference as a new type of professional learning. This was not a librarian conference. In fact, 

I was very likely only one of a few (if any other) librarians in attendance. I do think it’s 

important to get out of the library field for professional development, and then make 

connections back to librarianship. This conference talked a lot about inspiring creativity in the 

classroom (at all ages).  

Creativity is in fact a measurable, teachable skill. The widely accepted definition of creativity is 

the generation of a new idea that has value (Robinson, 2016). Understandably, qualifiers must 

be put on the newness of the idea for the context. However, given this definition, all new 

synthesis papers that our students create are creative. That is they take a creative approach to 

the topic they’re addressing. That approach also has value to help the student further his/her/

their knowledge of the subject. What I’ve taken away from this is that we, as librarians, can 

help inspire creativity. This conference also helped me with my duties as an adjunct teaching 

critical multiliteracies. Critical multiliteracies is a fancy name for evaluating information, 

regardless of format, using critical literacy. This conference helped me connect one major new 

part to the equation: using passion (see Angela Maiers) to connect to critical literacy. I will 

definitely be reshaping the course I teach to include a discussion of passion as a lens through 

which to think about critical literacy. 

Another theme that kept resonating throughout the sessions I attended was the power of 

emotional intelligence and its relation to curiosity. Several of the speakers talked about being 

able to understand and precisely label one’s own emotions and the benefit that has on long 

term psychosocial development. In short, it is important for all educators to address emotions 

in their teaching. When we do this, we create individuals who are more likely to be successful 

in life. Seriously, Dr. Kashdan presented that people who are experiencing the most intense 

stress and are able to precisely describe their emotions, drink less, and are less likely to have 

an outburst. 

People/Places/Resources to Check Out 

Scott Barry Kaufman, Scientific Director, The Imagination Institute, Positive 

Psychology Center, University of Pennsylvania  

Helen Hadani, Head of Research, Center for Childhood Creativity and their Selected 

Readings 

Todd B. Kashdan, George Mason University 

Angela Maiers, MA and her Passion Matters eBook 

Sir Ken Robinson, PhD 

Marc Brackett, PhD Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence, RULER, and InspireED (fb) 

Sandra Russ, PhD; Case Western and her Affective Play Scale 

Cynthia Burnett; Buffalo State International Center for Studies in Creativity 
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L E A R N I N G  A N D  T H E  B R A I N :  T H E  S C I E N C E  O F  I M A G I N A T I O N  

Logan Rath, Associate Librarian, Brockport 



Over the summer, the Scoville Learning Center will undergo renovations to create a 

learning commons area, consolidating the library and student computing areas. Math 

and business tutoring services will be added to the main floor, next to the existing 

Center for Reading and Writing. The reference desk, periodicals and all books will be 

located on the upper floor of the building. Student computing services staff will staff a 

help desk on the main floor. The circulation desk will remain on the main floor.  

An NSTEM building and Workforce Readiness Center are also being planned for the 

campus. See this article from The Post-Star for details: poststar.com/news/local/suny

-adirondack-building-project-plans-take-shape/article_3b2fa928-388c-529e-a3cd-

e64a4c67f1f6.html.  

The library has purchased a photo scanner to use to digitize historical papers from the 

library’s local history collection, the Hill Collection. The first project will be the 

digitization of material from the Wing-Roberts Collection. These papers and artifacts 

were donated to the college from Kit Cornell, a seventh-generation descendant of 

Abraham Wing (1721-1795). Wing established the town of Queensbury. Part of the 

town in became Wing Falls, which was later named Glens Falls. Scanning will start this 

summer. The material will be added to SUNY’s D-space. 

Librarians are now using LibGuides’ blog function. The blog is linked under the tab 

“Quick Info” and updated regularly. See library.sunyacc.edu/home/blog.  

A D I R O N D A C K  

Joyce Miller 

A L B A N Y  

Rebecca Nous  

Trudi Jacobson has been invited to give a keynote address at the 3er Congreso de 

Bibliotecas Universitarias y Especializadas, to be held in early June in Santiago, Chile. 

The congress’s website is http://bibliotecas.uchile.cl/congreso/ 

Allison Hosier’s article, “Teaching Information Literacy through Un-

research” (Communications in Information Literacy, Vol. 9 (2)) was featured in 

Frameworks Spotlight, ACRL’s blog on the Framework for Information Literacy for 

Higher Education on April 13th, 2016. Congratulations Allison & Trudi! 

The Information Literacy Department of the University at Albany Libraries hosted the 

“Engaging with the ACRL Information Literacy Framework” conference on March 10th, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  
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2016 that attracted attendees from as far away as Texas and Illinois. The conference 

featured a keynote speaker Trudi Jacobson, a Distinguished Librarian from University at 

Albany and co-chair of the ACRL Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher 

Education Task Force. The poster sessions were very informative and presented innovative 

and creative ideas from librarians from New York, Connecticut, Texas, Illinois, Vermont, and 

more. An afternoon faculty panel featured University at Albany and Empire State College 

professors and a doctoral student discussing the educational theory behind threshold 

concepts and how they are impacting their teaching. A wrap-up fishbowl discussion 

concluded this event allowing the audience to discuss their concerns and aspirations. 

The ACRL Information Literacy Framework continues to be a topic of great interest not only 

to the information literacy librarians but also to the other members of library faculty and 

staff at the University Libraries. A new reading discussion series was launched in January 

2016 and will continue the conversation about the Framework and other areas of interest. 

Dr. Gary S. Kleppel, Professor of Biological Sciences at the University at Albany and author of 

The Emergent Agriculture: Farming, Sustainability and the Return of the Local Economy, will 

address how American agriculture is being transformed on May 3rd at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Science Library's Patricia & J. Spencer Standish Board Room. The program is free and open 

to all. More information is available at:  

liblogs.albany.edu/librarynews/2016/04/dr_gary_kleppel_-_the_emergent.html 

(Continued from page 4) 

A L F R E D  C E R A M I C S  

Eva Sclippa 

It is our pleasure to announce that Ms. Mechele Romanchock from Alfred Station, NY has 

accepted the position of "User Services Librarian" at Scholes Library.  

Mechele received her MLS in 2010 from Clarion University of Pennsylvania. She comes to us 

from the library of Jamestown Community College (Olean branch) where she has served as 

Library Technical Assistant. Previously, Mechele served as Instructional Support Assistant at 

Alfred State’s Hinkle Library and as School Librarian at Andover Central School.  Mechele is 

an alumnus of Alfred University where she received her degree in Comparative Cultures in 

2002.  In 2007-08 Mechele served as Alfred University's Coordinator of Diversity 

Programming. Mechele is familiar with our university programs, curricula, and unique 

campus culture.  Additionally, she is familiar with our SUNY library consortial network 

(SUNYConnect), as well as the variety of SUNY contracted library systems and resources. 
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A L F R E D  S T A T E  

David Haggstrom 

Hinkle Library’s 50th anniversary fund drive that was launched last fall—50 Years-50 Donors

-50 Dollars—raised $4,200 to refurbish the library’s gallery exhibit space. Donations came 

from alumni, faculty, and staff. Work in the gallery will take place over the summer, and a 

reception to show off the new space is planned for Homecoming/Family Weekend this fall.  

http://liblogs.albany.edu/librarynews/2016/04/dr_gary_kleppel_-_the_emergent.html
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B R O C K P O R T  

Logan Rath 

On Friday, April 29th, 2016, The College at Brockport will inaugurate its first female president, Dr. 

Heidi R. Macpherson. Dr. Macpherson comes to Brockport from the University of Wisconsin – 

LaCrosse where she served as the Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs. For more 

information on Dr. Macpherson, please see: www.brockport.edu/president/resume.html. 

We would also like to put a call out for anyone to join The Friends of Drake Library. This group 

started in 2004 at the suggestion of one of the college's emeriti, Mrs. Virginia Campbell. She has 

been a leading figure in the group, which includes a mix of current and retired staff and 

community friends. The group has had several successful fundraisers, including a highly popular 

antiques "road show" last year. The group has supported initiatives like providing snacks to 

students studying during our finals week late nights, and buying filament for our 3D printers. We 

hope to launch a writing competition this coming fall. The group's support and interest are 

welcome in this time of so many challenges in academia. Persons interested in learning more 

are welcome to contact Charlie Cowling, ccowling@brockport.edu. 

 

In the library we have partnered with campus photography to 

generate READ posters for National Library Week. Dr. Macpherson 

(left), was the first member of the Brockport community included. 

Other participants included our newest Library Clerk 2, Dana Laird, 

and librarians Mia Breitkopf and Ken Wierzbowski. We will be 

expanding the number of posters each year as one method of library 

outreach. 

 

Kim Myers attended Transforming Libraries for Graduate Students conference in Kennesaw, GA 

on April 1st, 2016, with funding from a SUNYLA Professional Development Grant. Logan Rath 

attended Learning and the Brain: The Science of Imagination in Orlando, FL, from April 7th – April 

9th. Mia Breitkopf is attending the Distance Library 

Services conference in Pittsburgh, PA, from April 

20th – April 22nd.  

Brockport will be hosting the first Digital Commons 

User Group meeting to be held in NY, on July 28th –

July 29th. There is no cost to attend, and is open to 

anyone that has or is considering an institutional 

repository of any platform.  

See digitalcommons.brockport.edu/dcglug  

for more information. 

MoTek 

Students and 

Pat Maxwell 

with their 

READ poster. 

https://www.brockport.edu/president/resume.html
mailto:ccowling@brockport.edu
http://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/dcglug/


B U F F A L O   

Fred Stoss 

Elizabeth Adelman, Librarian and Vice Dean for Legal Information Services, was 

named Chair of the American Association of Law Libraries Annual Meeting Program 

Committee for 2016/2017.  

Rebecca Belford, Music Cataloger/Reference Librarian, was granted a continuing 

appointment and promotion to Associate Librarian. Rebecca also presented 

“Approaching WorldCat Discovery: Early Responses from the Music Library 

Community” at the Music OCLC Users Group annual conference, March 1st, 2016, 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Christine George, Senior Assistant Librarian, Archivist & Faculty Services Librarian 

became a member of the Academy of Certified Archivists. Certification requires the 

candidate to pass a 100 question exam as well as have experience in the field. 

Ellen McGrath, Associate Librarian, Head of Cataloging, Law Library, is the recipient of 

the 2016 Renee D. Chapman Memorial Award for Outstanding Contributions in 

Technical Services Law Librarianship, awarded by the Technical Services Special 

Interest Section of the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL). 

Sarah Pinard, Instructional Support Technician, was elected to serve the University 

Libraries Chair of the Professional Executive Committee. 

Fred Stoss, Associate Librarian, was the guest speaker at his undergraduate alma 

mater, Hartwick College, where he gave a presentation, “The Realities of Your Food’s 

Inconvenient Carbon Footprint,” as part of their Earth Day events.  

“[Katie Bertel] 

initiated and 

managed the 

transition of a 

single-occupancy 

library restroom to 

a gender neutral 

restroom and then 

expanded this 

restroom initiative 

across campus.” 
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B U F F A L O  S T A T E  

Leah Galka 

Outreach and Engagement Librarian Katie Bertel was recently honored as a 2016 

recipient of the Dr. Muriel A. Howard Presidential Award for the Promotion of Respect 

for Equity and Campus Diversity at Buffalo State for her work supporting the LGBTQ 

community on campus. As part of this work, she initiated and managed the transition 

of a single-occupancy library restroom to a gender neutral restroom and then 

expanded this restroom initiative across campus. The “Gender Inclusive Restrooms 

Project” is geared towards creating a more inclusive and accepting environment for 

the transgender and gender nonconforming community members of Buffalo State. It 

seeks to create a safe and welcoming environment across campus, by increasing 

awareness of transgender issues outside the classroom. To support her restroom 

initiative, Katie received an Equity and Campus Diversity Program Grant. The project is 

already at work transforming gendered, single occupancy restrooms into gender 

neutral restrooms across campus. The project will also include hosting speakers from 

the Pride Center of WNY to increase awareness of trans issues to all members of the 

Buffalo State community. To further increase awareness of LGBTQ issues, Katie also 



C O B L E S K I L L  

April Davies 

Hosting the SUNY Undergraduate Research Showcase made April 15th a crazy day but 

it was a success overall. More that 500 students and faculty gathered at SUNY 

Cobleskill to present their work. It wasn’t all academic all day though—an exhibition by 

the SUNY Cobleskill Woodsmen’s Club and hayride tours of campus provided unique 

diversions. Van Wagenen Library also hosted a Coby-only Student Research Showcase 

on April 4th, which gave some of our students a bit of practice before the big day. 

Many of the presentations from both events are available in our Digital Repository: 

www.cobleskill.edu/library/digital-repository.asp.  
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Members of the SUNY 

Cobleskill Woodsmen’s Club 

show SURC attendees how 

it’s done. 

created an LGBTQ resource guide to connect members of the Buffalo State 

community to resources, services, and educational materials related to sexuality and 

gender. A central feature of the guide is a map of all gender-neutral restrooms on 

campus available to everyone, regardless of their gender identity or expression.  

Butler Library also welcomes Hope Dunbar as our new processing archivist. Hope 

started in April, and we’re excited to have her join our team. Hope practiced as an 

attorney in Chicago, Illinois before getting her MLIS degree and Special Collections 

and Archives Certification from the University of Illinois, Graduate School of 

Information and Library Science. Previously, she has worked at the Loyola University 

Chicago Library, Newberry Library, John Felice Rome Center Library in Italy, and 

Buffalo & Erie County Public Library in a range of departments including: special 

collections, archives, stacks, circulation, information services, and reference. In her 

free time she enjoys biking, running, cooking, painting, and dabbling in light fixture 

design.  

A number of Butler librarians will be presenting at SUNYLA in June. Katie Bertel and 

Joe Riggie will be presenting a poster called “There’s Gold in Them Thar Hills! Using 

Gold Rush for Better Collection Development.” Katie Bertel will also present a pre-

conference workshop with Alfred State’s Trevor Riley called “SUNY Guide on the Side 

Pilot Project.” Leah Galka and Amy Rockwell will be presenting a session called “Peer 

Instruction and Experiential Learning Come Together in a Collaborative Information 

Literacy Project.” 

http://www.cobleskill.edu/library/digital-repository.asp
http://library.buffalostate.edu/lgbtq
http://library.buffalostate.edu/LGBTQ/restrooms
http://library.buffalostate.edu/LGBTQ/restrooms


Dr. Marion A. Terenzio was inaugurated on April 8th as SUNY Cobleskill’s twelfth 

president, the first woman to permanently hold that office. She was joined in the 

Inauguration ceremony by SUNY Chancellor Nancy L. Zimpher, elected leaders, and 

delegates from higher education across the state, including some SUNYLA members. 

As part of the festivities during the week and to go along with our Centennial 

Celebration, a time capsule was dug up that had been buried during the College’s 75th 

Jubilee back in 1991. All of the contents are on display here in the Library.  

Michael Van Durme, SUNY Cobleskill alumnus and co-author of Blood on the Leaves: 

Real Hunting Accident Investigations — And 

Lessons in Hunter Safety, was on campus for a 

book signing on April 28th at the Second Annual 

Fisheries & Wildlife Student-Professional Mixer. 

Beforehand he, of course, stopped by Van 

Wagenen Library to donate a copy of the book.  
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Circa 1991 time capsule 

contents from SUNY 

Cobleskill. 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S C I E N C E  A N D  F O R E S T R Y  

Jane Verostek 

Events in the Library 

Library staff on the F. Franklin Moon Library Academic Engagement Team decided to 

celebrate National Squirrel Appreciation Day in the library as a way of engaging with 

our students! Walnuts with QR codes hidden throughout the library were found by 

students and they could redeem them for candy. Displays of books 

from our collection that related to squirrels were put on display. A 

bulletin board sized coloring page of a squirrel allowed students to 

collaborate on coloring the poster in. An easel with paper allowed 

students to leave their thoughts about squirrels in a poem or 

haiku. And on the actual National Squirrel Appreciation Day the 

SUNY ESF mascot - an acorn - visited the library for the day brought a smile to a 

number of our students. The staff on the Moon Library Academic Engagement Team 

continue to think outside the box on ways to engage with our students and our ESF 

campus community. Team members include: Ruth Owens, Jessica Clemons, Jo Anne 

Ellis, Sturdy Knight and Heidi Webb.  

Staff news 

Linda Stubbs, secretary at F. Franklin Moon Library retired after twenty one years of 

service in at ESF. All of her colleagues wish her the best as she plans to enjoy her 

retirement travelling, painting, and enjoying time with her family and pets.  

Ellen Edgerton is the new administrative assistant in F. Franklin Moon Library. Ellen 

joins us from Syracuse University, where she worked most recently as 

communications coordinator in the Office of News Services and Office of Marketing 

and Communications. She is the author of the Syracuse and upstate New York 

community affairs blog “NYCO’s Blog.”  

SUNY ESF’s mascot  

visits the library on National 

Squirrel Appreciation Day. 



“Professor José 

Alfonso Guevara 

López, used the 

latest distant 

learning 

technology to 

participate in 

“COIL” (Collabor

ative Online 

International 

Learning). “ 
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G E N E S E E  

Michelle Eichelberger 

The Alfred C. O’Connell Library hosted an exhibit entitled “My Pinhole Photography / 

Mi Fotografía Estenopeica” from March 22nd – April 14th in the library’s Media Room. 

The exhibit was created by students in PHO103 (Intro. to Black & White Photography) 

in collaboration with students from the Universidad de Monterrey: UDEM, Monterrey, 

Nuevo León, Mexico. The classes, taught by GCC instructor Joe Ziolkowski and 

Professor José Alfonso Guevara López, used the latest distant learning technology to 

participate in “COIL” (Collaborative Online International Learning). The exhibit won the 

Most Global in Perspective Award at GCC’s first Scholars’ Symposium.  

Speaking of the Scholars’ Symposium, the library supported this first-time campus 

effort by creating a LibGuide, based on MCC’s Scholar’s Day LibGuide. Librarians 

Sarah Karas and Michelle Eichelberger also served as judges for poster sessions and 

student talks throughout the day. One of the highlights of the event was a trebuchet 

demonstration on the campus grounds. 

The library has hosted a variety of other exhibits over the past few months. Librarian 

Cindy Francis, member of the Creativity Conference planning committee, supported 

the Creativity Conference and the annual Fashion Show with a display featuring 

student Min Muchler’s fashion designs, librarian Sarah Karas created a travel and 

foreign language display in honor of National Foreign Language Week, and former 

GCC staff member John Potera provided items from his collection for a Real Photo 

Postcard display. 

Librarians Michele Asmus, Cindy Hagelberger, Rich Bartl, and Library Director Nina 

Warren were instrumental again this year in planning, organizing, and managing 

activities and events for the 2016 A Tale for Three Counties project, the focus of 

which was the book Black River by S.M. Hulse. Musician and SUNY Geneseo professor 

Jim Kimball visited campus on February 4 to talk about and play many of the songs 

discussed in the book, and the author, S.M. Hulse, visited GCC on March 10th for a 

book talk, signing, and luncheon. 

The 15th annual Student Poetry Contest culminated with an awards and recognition 

ceremony held in the library on Thursday, April 14th. Poets Catherine McCabe-Strong, 

Amanda Sterzick, Maureen Moriarty and Jennifer Hanson came from a variety of 

(Continued on page 11) 

F A R M I N G D A L E  

Azadeh Mirzadeh 

We welcome Dr. John S. Nader as the ninth president of Farmingdale State College. 

Dr. Nader will succeed Dr. W. Hubert Keen, who has served as president of 

Farmingdale for the last nine years. We wish Dr. Keen good luck in his retirement. 

http://www.genesee.edu/library/library-news/fashion-and-creativity-display-featuring-min-muchler-designs/
http://www.genesee.edu/library/library-news/travel-and-foreign-language-display/
http://www.genesee.edu/library/library-news/travel-and-foreign-language-display/
http://www.genesee.edu/library/library-news/real-photo-postcard-display/
http://www.genesee.edu/library/library-news/real-photo-postcard-display/
http://guides.genesee.edu/tale2016


disciplines—Paralegal Studies, Digital Arts, Administrative Assistant and Fine Arts. The 

contest and the awards event were publicized throughout the college community as well as 

the library and via social media. The winners will also join students from past contests on the 

library’s Poetry Contest webpage which stays active year round.  

To continue our project of expanding the availability of Writing Help and Tutoring in the 

library, we’ve been given funding to transform a current video storage room into a tutoring 

space. Working with the college Center for Academic Progress, two additional part-time tutors 

have been hired, and we plan to offer midday and evening tutoring 4 days per week and 

Sunday for the Fall 2016 semester. 

Librarian Cindy Hagelberger is serving on the Internal Events Committee for GCC’s 50th 

Anniversary celebrations. 

(Continued from page 10) 

G E N E S E O  

Daniel Ross 

Milne Library to Receive the 2016 LIRT Innovation in Instruction Award 

Milne Library, SUNY Geneseo, has been chosen by the American Library Association’s Library 

Instruction Round Table as the winner of the 2016 Innovation in Instruction Award for their 

AOP Summer Library Research Academy. The program introduces AOP students to Milne 

Library and academic research every July, before the students officially start their first 

semester at Geneseo. The award is given to a program that best exemplifies instructional 

innovation using new technology, new delivery methods, and low cost reproducibility. All of 

Milne’s instruction librarians participate in teaching the sessions and mentoring the students 

during the July program, which culminates in a poster session attended by faculty, staff, and 

administration. Librarians Sue Ann Brainard and Dan Ross will accept the award on June 26th 

at the American Library Association Annual Conference in Orlando, Florida; the award 

consists of a plaque, a $500 travel stipend to be used to attend the Conference, and $1000 

cash. Information about the AOP Summer Library Research Academy can be found on this 

Library Guide: libguides.geneseo.edu/aopsummer.  

Open SUNY Textbooks  

Allison Brown, Milne Library’s Digital Publishing Services Manager, continues to make great 

strides in expanding the Open SUNY Textbook Collection with faculty across SUNY. The most 

recent published textbooks include:  

Writing in College: From Competence to Excellence by Amy Guptill, SUNY Brockport, 

textbooks.opensuny.org/writing-in-college-from-competence-to-excellence. 

Steps to Success: Crossing the Bridge Between Literacy Research and Practice ed. by 

Kristen A. Munger, SUNY Oswego, with Bryan Ripley Crandall, Kathleen A. Cullen, Michelle A. 

Duffy, Tess M. Dussling, Elizabeth C. Lewis, Vicki McQuitty, Maria S. Murray, Joanne E. 

O'Toole,Joanna M. Robertson and Elizabeth Y. Stevens, textbooks.opensuny.org/steps-to-

success. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Good Corporation, Bad Corporation: Corporate Social Responsibility in the Global 

Economy by Guillermo C. Jimenez and Elizabeth Pulos, SUNY FIT, 

textbooks.opensuny.org/good-corporation-bad-corporation. 

Angela Galvan, Digital Resources and Systems Librarian, has created an Open SUNY 

Textbooks database in Serials Solutions. Libraries can now add the database for free 

in Client Center without manually adding titles to their catalog. OST is now indexed by 

Summon and will soon be discoverable in Primo as ProQuest and Ex Libris continue 

their merger.  

Lego® Mania at Milne! 

On Saturday April 2nd, we held a Lego® Workshop for SUNY Geneseo students and 

faculty as well as for the local community. Over 180 adults and children attended the 

event, including families coming from as far away as Canandaigua and Buffalo. The 

workshop was facilitated by Milne Librarian Michelle Costello and delivered by 

members of the Rochester Lego Users Group with help from School of Education 

students and members of the Alpha Phi Omega/Alpha Beta Xi Chapter. 

The Rochester Lego Users Group members introduced basic concepts in Lego® 

design and showcased some of their projects. Participants were able to build their 

own creations, and explore physical and digital Lego® design. The SUNY Geneseo 

students worked closely with the younger enthusiasts in designing and creating their 

projects. Feedback from the attendees was positive. Parents and children alike 

remarked on the fun they were having and expressed interest in future events. One 

comment overheard during the event noted that a set of parents were so impressed 

by the event and the interaction of the college students, that they wanted to send 

their child to Geneseo. This demonstrated one of the library (and campus) goals of 

introducing community members, and more importantly their children, to college, 

specifically SUNY Geneseo. SUNY Geneseo students were equally pleased with the 

workshop. They enjoyed working with the families and appreciated the ability to put 

into practice skills they were learning in the classroom and mirrored interest in future 

events. 

The event is part of an initiative by Milne Library (aligned to the library and college 

strategic plans) to increase community engagement, support student applied learning 

opportunities, and create collaborative Makerspaces. Past events include a gaming 

workshop, led by Chris Harris, SLS Director, focused on theory and application of play-

based instruction. Future events will include game development workshops, Lego® 

micro design sessions, and STEM events. 

Another GREAT Day at Geneseo 

On April 19th, Milne Library published The Proceedings of GREAT Day–an annual 

publication designed to showcase student research presented at SUNY Geneseo's 

undergraduate research symposium. Each yearly volume is put together almost 

(Continued from page 11) 
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entirely by student interns, with Milne staff offering guidance, training, and efforts 

related to quality control. Each subsequent issue gets better and better, and we invite 

you to take a look for yourself at greatjournal.geneseo.edu. 

Scholarly Endeavors 

Angela Galvan gave a lightning talk on digital estate management at Code4Lib in 

Philadelphia on March 8th. She also won a scholarship to attend LibTechCon in 

Minneapolis-Saint Paul, March 16th-17th. Angela is currently harvesting faculty 

publication data for use with SHERPA/RoMEO's API to create a foundation for Geneseo's 

institutional repository project. She is part of the organizing group for Code4Lib New 

York State, taking place at Cornell this August 4th-5th. Learn more at: 

code4libnys.github.io/2016. 

Dan Ross and Tracy Paradis presented a poster titled “Crossing the Threshold: Re-

Framing Our Instruction Assessment” at University of Albany’s Engaging with ACRL 

Information Literacy Framework conference. Their poster highlighted strategies that the 

librarians at Milne are taking to revise their assessment strategy using the Framework.  

Brandon West, Social Sciences Librarian, presented a contributed paper at the 17th 

Distance Library Services Conference in Pittsburgh, PA with Emily Mitchell (Oswego). The 

presentation is titled “Collecting and Applying Usability Data from Distance Learners” 

and examines a usability study conducted at SUNY Oswego in summer 2015. The paper 

will be available in the Journal of Library & Information Services in Distance Learning. 

Brandon was also invited to speak on a panel titled “Leaning into User Experience” at 

the conference. 

Brandon West and Michelle Costello had a book chapter recently published in ACRL’s 

The Discovery Tool Cookbook: Recipes for Successful Lesson Plans. Their chapter is 

titled “A Case of the Research Munchies: Evaluating Which Resource Will Hit the Spot” 

and features a full lesson plan they adapt for many INTD 105 library sessions that 

incorporates concepts from the Framework.  

(Continued from page 12) 
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John Dean’s  

Collaborative Learning Center 

We are very happy to announce the completion of our new John Dean’s Collaborative 

Learning Center. We’ve been settling in now for nearly two months and we’re 

absolutely loving the space. The 36,000 square foot building is two floors with the first 

floor comprised of academic support services such as placement testing, career 

coaching, campus safety and veterans services. The second floor is devoted entirely 

to the library, media center and tutoring services. Our new library instruction 

classroom and three group study rooms are all fitted with display screens and 

WePresent technology. Students are also enjoying our new tabletops and booths all of 

which have several USB ports and electrical outlets for them to charge their devices.  

J E F F E R S O N  

Carleen Huxley 

http://greatjournal.geneseo.edu
http://code4libnys.github.io/2016/


As I write this we’re in the final push to prepare everything not just for Summer Sea 

Term, but also for forthcoming library renovations. 

Part-time librarians Laurel Angrist and Jannette D’Esposito will be serving as our Ship 

Librarians this summer, each taking one leg of the voyage. This year’s ports are 

Norfolk, Trieste, Dublin, Barcelona, and Malta. You can follow the journey on our 

library blog, where Laurel and Jannette will be sending updates for us to post.  

This summer we will start the first part of a series of renovations to the library. The 

first phase, planned for this summer, will include a renovation of our archives to 

include compact shelving, construction of an active learning classroom, and a new 

home for the Center for Teaching Excellence (headed up by Instructional Designer Ian 

August). If anyone is interested in our renovation planning process, Kristin Hart and 

Katie Bram will be presenting a session at at this year’s SUNYLA titled “Collecting and 

Using Data for Space Design”. 

At the end of March Kristin Hart and Rebecca Hyams gave a webinar for ESLN (AKA 

The Artist Formally Known as the 3Rs) on our Patron-Driven Weeding project. As we 

move into summer the weeding will continue as part of our collection overhaul and we 

hope to continue to involve faculty and students in collection decisions. 

M A R I T I M E  

Rebecca Hyams 

N A S S A U  

Christine Faraday 

The A. Holly Patterson Library has had some recent retirements and new hires. 

Professor Marsha Spiegelman who has had a stellar career as a Reference and 

Instruction Librarian at NCC retired in December. Marsha has been a huge asset to 

NCC and we miss having her here full-time. Luckily, we still have her around as an 

adjunct. It’s not the same but we will take what we can get! Also retired in December 

was Professor Charles Owusu, Professor Bellinda Wise, and Professor Donna Seidl – 

all members of our crack reference and instruction team. Professor Sharon Russin, 

Queen of Acquisitions, also retired in December. Five retirements have hit us hard, but 

thankfully we were able to add two new members to the library. 

In January, we welcomed our new Reference and Instructions Librarians- 

Elizabeth Wolpert and Leslie Wong Loock. Beth and Leslie are both 

wonderful and energetic people and we are excited they have joined us. 

They did a great job representing the Library at the Health and Wellness 

Fair on campus in March.  

We recently set up a Library blog (through the magic of Springshare) at: 

ncc.libguides.com/blog. We plan on using this blog as a new way to share 

all of our library news with the campus community.  
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N E W  P A L T Z  

Anne Deutsch 

The ribbon cutting for the renovated Sojourner Truth 

Library was held on April 21st.  Speakers included 

President Donald Christian, New York State 

Assemblyman Kevin Cahill, a representative from New 

York State Senator John J. Bonaic’s office, Student 

Reference Assistant Sam Manzella and Dean W. Mark 

Colvson.  There were also performances by the Voices of 

Unity Choir, New Paltz Chamber Chorale, and an original 

short theatre piece performed by students and directed 

by Assistant Professor of Theater Bria Walker.  Follow 

this link for more information: sites.newpaltz.edu/

news/2016/04/ribbon-cutting-celebrates-sojourner-

truth-library-reopening. 

Student Drag Show & Talk Back for New Paltz Pride Week 

Lydia Willoughby, Research and Education Librarian 

Friday, April 8th, the Sojourner Truth Library was open an hour past its usual closing time of 

9pm. With student performers from the Queens and Kings of New Paltz and the Sylvia Rivera 

Living and Learning Community, the library was 

open until 10pm for an event celebrating queer 

artists embodied through drag performance. Framed 

by a student-led conversation about the art of drag, 

the night was part of a week of events all over 

campus for New Paltz Pride Week Spring 2016. The 

library offered space for student expression, and 

librarian support through working with the two 

campus groups to collaborate. This event 

demonstrated in real ways that the library values our students’ living and learning experiences 

outside of the classroom. It was also a great team experience for librarian faculty, circulation 

supervisory staff, and student assistants, to all work together in pulling of a lively and thought-

provoking evening that engaged student inquiry and campus community participation. 

Art + Feminism Wikipedia Edit-A-Thon 

Mandy Babirad, Research and Education Librarian 

The Sojourner Truth Library hosted its second annual Art + Feminism Wikipedia Edit-A-Thon 

on March 6th. Over 25 students took part in editing and creating Wikipedia entries about 

women in the arts in an effort to close the gender gap in Wiki entries. Some of the articles that 

were created or enhanced include artists Kathe Burkhart, Ginger Brooks Takahashi, LGBT Hip-

Hop, Women in Hip-Hop and musicians Sistah Souljah and Icy Queen. You can learn more at 

the Huffington Post:   

www.huffingtonpost.ca/2016/03/12/wikipedia-gender-gap_n_9447676.html. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Black Studies Department and Black Studies Student Organization 

Heather Shimon, Research and Education Librarian 

On February 10th, 2016, the Sojourner Truth Library hosted a packed house and energized 

crowd for a night dedicated to the history and future of Black Studies, celebrating the 

department and the opening of the gallery exhibit curated by the Black Studies Student 

Organization (BSSO) that ran from February 8th-26th. Department Chair Major Coleman kicked 

off the event that included a panel 

discussion by BSSO students Jean 

Padilla ’16 (Sociology – Criminology), 

Rosa Rosario ’17 (Black Studies, 

Sociology) and Nicole Striffolino ’16 

(Graphic Design), along with Special 

Assistant to Black Studies Anthony Winn 

’92 (Business Administration), that was 

moderated by Kimberly Roman ’16 

(Early Childhood Education – Black Studies B-6). The panel reflected on the meaning of the 

department in their lived experiences at New Paltz. “Black Studies has taught me about my 

history, my culture and my place in the world, how important it is not only to be here but to 

own my space and be proud of who I am,” Rosario said. After the panel, Rosario led the group 

in a gallery walk of the vibrant exhibit the students curated with the assistance of Professor of 

Sociology Alexandra Cox and Research and Education Librarian Heather Shimon. The exhibit 

included a timeline of the department, current activism, community events, and more. The 

night was an invigorating tribute the accomplishments of the department and a charge to 

move forward. The library also displayed books for recommending reading that ran 

concurrently with the exhibit. For more information, see the libguide at: 

newpaltz.libguides.com/blackstudies2016.  

Other News 

Megan Coder was selected last year to participate on the New York Library Association's 

Sustainability Initiative (NYLASI). This group was created by Rebekkah Smith Aldrich 

(Coordinator for Library Sustainability, Mid-Hudson Library System) and Matthew Bollerman 

(Library Director Hauppauge Public Library), and consists of approximately 30 librarians/co-

creators from around NY state. The goal of the NYLASI is to develop strategies to ensure that 

libraries remain vital institutions, rebound from internal and external disruptions, and 

continue to provide ongoing value to the communities they serve. Check out 

the NYLASI website for more information (www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?

Action=CMS_Document&DocID=1771).  Megan will also be presenting a session about 

"Sustainable Thinking" with Rebekkah at this year's SUNYLA on Thursday afternoon during the 

Session C timeslot. Please feel free to attend to learn more about this important initiative.  

Librarians Lydia Willoughby, Madeline Veitch, and Heather Shimon presented How to Manage 

Your Citations Like a Pro as part of the Digital Arts Science and Humanities Lab digital 

(Continued from page 15) 
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Mary Beth Morse, Circulation Librarian, is serving on the Promotion and Early Tenure 

Committee for this year. She also served on our campus Middle States Steering 

Committee for the past two years. 

The Middle States Review Team visited our campus March 6th-9th, 2016. This summer 

the Middle States Commission Committee will meet to review all of the information 

gathered. We expect to hear their evaluation decision by Fall 2016.   

Plans are for the entire library to be moved out of our four-story building this summer 

to make way for the renovations needed for the new Learning Commons.  

Construction will take approximately 18-24 months. During the interim, the library will 

be moved to a large cafeteria in the Student Center Building. It will be a busy several 

months here as we make the transition.  

Karen Ferington, Cataloging/Archives Librarian and our SUNYLA Delegate, plans to 

retire in August after 26 years at NCCC. Our new campus delegate will be Jeanne 

Tuohey, Reference Librarian. 

N I A G A R A  

Karen Ferington  
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pedagogy series  on April 14th in the SUNY New Paltz Honors Center.  The interactive 

workshop featured citation software: PaperPile, Zotero, and Mendeley. 

New Paltz was well represented at SENYCON, a conference held by the Southeastern 

New York Library Resources Council on April 15: 

Lydia Willoughby and Madeline Veitch presented Read a Zine, Then Make One - 

Repeat: The Zine Library as a Point of Convergence between Communities and 

Collections. 

Stephan J. Macaluso presented Your Library As Art: Using a Gallery Walk for User 

Experience Assessment. 

Lydia Willoughby, Mandy Babirad and Heather Shimon presented Ghosts in the 

Library: A Collaborative Approach to Student Learning with Game-Based Pedagogy  

(Continued from page 16) 
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O N E O N T A  

Cheng Cheng 

Nancy Cannon from SUNY Oneonta recently published a book, Destination China: 

Photographs and Letters of Norma Lenschow, 1948-1949,  ISBN 978-1530907472.  

The book recounts the experiences of a missionary nurse during the Chinese Civil 

War. 

Michelle Hendley was promoted to Librarian effective September 1st, 2015. 

Heather Beach and Molly Brown, User Experience Librarians at SUNY Oneonta will be 

attending the Rare Books and Manuscript (RBMS) Conference in Coral Gables, FL 

from June 21st – 24th, 2016. The conference is entitled “Opening Doors to 

Collaboration, Outreach and Diversity” and both Heather and Molly will be presenting 

posters of work that has been done with materials from the Alden Room in the Milne 

Library of SUNY Oneonta. 

O N O N D A G A  

Fantasia Thorne-Ortiz    

This semester Coulter Library started a new event series titled: Academic Program of 

the Day. This semester we partnered with our Nursing department in March, and the 

Communication discipline in April to highlight their academic programs with short 

interactive activities, displays, library resources, career information, and more. These 

events have been well received by the campus community. We look forward to 

continuing this event series next academic year.  

Coulter Library renovations are still on track to be completed January 2017. At the 

end of this spring semester the library will be able to re-occupy newly renovated 

spaces on the 2nd and 3rd floors as sections of the 1st floor are renovated. The book 

stacks are scheduled to be renovated during the fall 2016 semester. 

As part of OCC’s Arts Across Campus 2015-16 season Jeff Harr is hosting an Albums 

That Shook the World twofer: volume 23: Pink Floyd’s Wish You Were Here on 

Wednesday April 27th, 2016 followed by volume 24: The Who’s ultimate concept 

album and landmark Rock Opera, Tommy on Wednesday May 4th, 2016. 



Page 19 S U N Y L A  N E W S  

Personnel News 

After a fruitful search, Penfield is preparing to welcome Sarah Conrad Weisman. 

Sarah is the Associate Dean of Learning Resources at Corning Community 

College. Previously, Sarah was Access and Electronic Services Librarian at Elmira 

College, Electronic Services and Training Librarian at Case Western Reserve 

University’s Law School Library, and Systems Librarian at North Carolina Libraries 

for Virtual Education. Sarah is a graduate of Barnard College. She holds one 

master’s degree in Library Science and another in Information Resources 

Management; both are from Syracuse University. July 5th is her anticipated start 

date. 

After 18 years of service as SUNY Oswego’s Library Director, Barbara Shaffer is 

retiring on July 1st, 2016. Barbara began in a temporary instruction position, then 

held positions as Coordinator of Specialized Instruction, Coordinator of Reference 

Service, and Interim Associate Director before becoming Library Director. Barbara 

took the time to share the following thoughts about her time while at Oswego and 

her future plans. 

1. What are you most proud of achieving while at Oswego?  

Collaborations: I helped facilitate within the library and between the library 

and other departments and organizations. I think we've done some amazing 

projects, with lots of team effort required! 

2. What lasting memory will you have of the library and the campus?  

The big renovation project we have just completed, which better incorporated 

the Writing Center and Technology help into the Library, gave the library a 

fresh look, and addressed student demands for up-to-date study and work 

spaces. 

3. What are your immediate future plans?  

Read lots of good books and do some traveling. 

4. Any final thoughts? 

I'll always be grateful to SUNYLA people and conferences, for teaching me so 

many important lessons throughout my career. I highly recommend 

participating in SUNYLA to all librarians! 

We wish Barbara a long and happy retirement! 

Tina Chan, Assistant Coordinator of Reference, is also leaving Oswego. Tina has 

accepted a position at MIT Libraries. She has been an integral part of the library’s 

instruction and reference services. We wish her the very best in her new position.  

(Continued on page 20) 
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Maker Services Project 

Throughout the spring semester, Learning Technologies Librarian Sharona Ginsberg, 

has been leading Penfield 

Library’s Maker Services 

project pilot, offering students, 

faculty, and staff the 

opportunity to attend events 

and workshops to explore, 

tinker, and create. Patrons can 

participate in diverse activities, 

such as 3D printing, crochet, 

circuitry, computer programming, paper craft, and more.  

Presentations & Professional Development 

Webmaster Librarian Emily Mitchell presented "Collecting and Applying Usability Data 

from Distance Learners" at the Distance Library Services Conference in April.  Her co-

presenter was Brandon West of SUNY Geneseo. 

In March, Coordinator of Resource Sharing Mike Paxton attended the 2016 ILLiad 

International Conference, where he attended sessions on workflows and software 

solutions other libraries have found, and spoke with Atlas developers to find solutions 

for some of our local issues. 

(Continued from page 19) 

In March we hired a new full-time tenure-track librarian. Malina Thiede has joined the 

Instruction and Reference Services unit in Feinberg Library. Malina received her MLIS 

from Pratt Institute. Before moving to Plattsburgh, she worked in public services at 

Teachers College at Columbia University and taught information literacy at ASA 

College. 

Preparations are underway to welcome librarians from across the state to SUNY 

Plattsburgh for the ACRL Assessment Immersion program,  

scheduled for Aug. 1st-3rd, 2016.  

The Instruction and Reference Services Unit will be rolling out a new outreach 

initiative to incoming transfer students starting in Summer 2016. Using a ‘My 

Librarian’ type model we hope to provide a more personalized welcome to the library. 

We will be tracking interactions with these students to assess the impact of this 

outreach program. 

Michelle Toth has been renewed for a second year as the Campus Assessment Fellow. 

The position is responsible for the campus’s General Education assessment and also 

serves as a member of the campus’s Assessment Advisory committee. 

P L A T T S B U R G H  

Michelle Toth 



S T O N Y  B R O O K  

Jennifer DeVito 

Librarians recently took part in an improv workshop designed to help facilitate 

communication and strengthen our skills as communicators. The workshop was led by 

Louisa Johnson who is an Improvisation Instructor with the Alan Alda Center for 

Communicating Science. 

The Libraries hosted a Women’s History Month Colloquium during the month of 

March. The series included presentations by Dr. Kristina Lucenko and Dr. Sophie 

Raynard Leroy. Dr. Leroy, Associate Professor of French and the Director of Graduate 

Studies at Stony Brook University, presented “French Women Fairy Tale Writers” on 

March 23rd. Attendees were introduced to the lives and work of French women writers 

of fairy tales in the 1690’s. Dr. Lucenko, Director of the Program in Writing & Rhetoric, 

gave a presentation on Wednesday, March 30th, as part of the Libraries’ Women’s 

History Month Colloquium Series. Her presentation - “I’m ‘Wife’! Stop there!”: Mary 

Carleton’s “Uncivil” Union - examined Mary Carleton’s view on marriage. 

On Wednesday, March 30th, the Libraries offered a Create A Zen Garden event. 

Students took breaks from their studies to create Zen gardens using SBU Libraries 

frisbees, sand and stones. 

Arielle Hessler, Preservation Technician and Bookbinder, led two workshops for 

students, faculty and staff on making tiny book keychains and necklaces. 

Heath Martin joined Stony Brook University Libraries on March 1st, 2016 as the new 

Associate Dean for Collection Strategy and Management, replacing Nathan Baum, 

who retired in January. Heath came to Stony Brook University Libraries from the 

University of Kentucky Libraries where he was the Director of Collections. Prior to that 

he worked at Western Carolina University and SUNY-Maritime in Acquisitions and 

Collection Development leadership roles.  

Lisa Miller joined the Libraries in March as the Senior Assistant Head of Public 

Services. Lisa comes to us from the Northport/East Northport Public Library where 

she was a Tech clerk. 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Create A Zen Garden event 

at SBU Libraries. 



Susan White, Head of Serials & Electronic Resource Management will retire on May 

26th, 2016 after 30 years at Stony Brook. Susan began her SBU career in 1985, 

starting in Cataloging and eventually moving to the Music Library. In 2003, Susan 

joined the Health Sciences Library (HSL) as a cataloger. In this role, she also helped 

implement the acquisitions module of Aleph. Soon she was promoted to the position 

of Head of Electronic Resource Management at the HSL, a recognition of her 

adaptability and leadership skills. Most recently Susan was named the Head of Serials 

and Electronic Resource Management for the University Libraries. Susan led the two 

most recent exhibitions in the HSL. " Health Care Instruments -- Past and Present" and 

"Dental Instruments -- Past and Present" She was a recipient of President's Award for 

Team Achievement in 2004. We wish Susan all the best as she begins this next 

chapter of her life! 

Brian Stoll is the new Resource Sharing Assistant in Access Services, working with 

Reserves and Interlibrary Loan.  

In conjunction with the change to the hours in the Central Reading Room this 

semester (we are open 24 hours a day from Sunday through Thursday), several new 

staff members joined our Libraries’ team: Richard Garde, Evening Weekend Manager; 

Paul Metz, Overnight Manager; Ricky Mak and Dilbar Singh, Overnight/Weekend 

Supervisors. 

(Continued from page 21) 
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S U F F O L K  

Rebecca Turner-Wallace & Dawn Wing 

A biography of Henry Alsberg, written by Susan Rubenstein DeMasi (Professor of 

Library Services at Suffolk County Community College- Grant Campus) will be released 

this fall by McFarland & Co. Publishers. This book chronicles the life of Alsberg, a 

human rights champion and writer during the first half of the twentieth century. 

Also from the Grant Campus, some exciting photographic updates on the building of 

the new campus Learning Resource Center (to be completed by the end of 2017): 



TC3 has begun preparations for its 2018 Self Study Report to the Middle States 

Commission on Higher Education.  Library Director Gregg Kiehl is a member of the 

Planning, Resources, and Institutional Improvement Committee.  Librarian Susana 

Van Sant is co-chair of the Design & Delivery of Student Learning Committee. 

Each semester, the Baker Commons (including the Library, Tutoring Services, and 

Access & Equity) holds a customer service training workshop for student workers.  The 

training for spring semester was held on February 10.  This time, the planners invited 

all supervisors on campus to send their student workers to the training.  

Approximately 40 student workers attended, and as a bonus, they were served lunch.  

Larry Chase, professor and chair of the TC3 business department, was the presenter 

for the hour-long session, which was coordinated by Lucy Yang (Coordinator of 

Information Delivery Services) and Marilyn Webb (Coordinator of Tutoring and 

Accommodation Services).  

Each year, the second full week in April is set aside by the National Student 

Employment Association (NSEA) to recognize the value of student employees.  With 

that thought in mind, TC3 recently formed a student employment appreciation 

committee, which includes Lucy Yang and Marilyn Webb.  The committee planned a 

week full of activities to honor student employees.  The week kicked off with an ice 

cream social, followed the next day by a pizza party.  The students were treated to a 

recognition dinner on April 15th, followed by a country singer, mechanical bull, and 

casino night.  The successful recognition dinner was quite popular, with approximately 

70 TC3 student employees in attendance, including those from the Library and 

Tutoring Services.  

The student workers from the TC3 Library and Tutoring Services were well-

represented on the list of those eligible to join Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society for 

spring semester.  Nine peer tutors and three library student workers were eligible.  

Congratulations! 

We have our very own therapy dog!  Bebop, owned by one of the professional tutors 

housed in the TC3 Library, can often be found in residence in the Math & Science 

Tutoring area.  Bebop patrols the Library, reducing stress and making friends; on the 

first day of classes, she can even be found in the halls outside the Library, making 

sure students find their classrooms.  Her picture is posted below the official tutoring 

schedule whiteboard so that students know when Bebop is “on duty.”  

In staffing news, adjunct librarian Eric Jenes will begin a .8 FTE librarian position in 

mid-August. Eric also coordinates the Writing & Research Center.  We also welcomed 

adjunct librarian Stephen Salino in March.  Stephen is working part-time at the 

reference desk and also works at the Tompkins County Public Library. 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Fourth semester nursing students participate in hands-on labs using simulation 

scenarios and a simulation patient who has active vital signs, can speak, and 

responds to interventions and care given by the students.  Several TC3 staff, including 

nursing librarian Karla Block, volunteer to portray family members to make the 

simulations more realistic.  Each simulation is run through with two groups of 

students, one right after the other.  It’s rewarding to interact with the nursing students 

and faculty in a new way and also provides another opportunity to encourage the 

nursing students to work with Karla when they need help with their research. 

TC3 hosted the 4th annual Connecting, Collaborating, and Celebrating the Art of 

Teaching conference on April 22nd.  This conference is sponsored by Cayuga 

Community College, Corning Community College, Finger Lakes Community College, 

Onondaga Community College, Mohawk Valley Community College, SUNY Broome, and 

Tompkins Cortland Community College and is aimed at giving participants the gift of 

time spent with colleagues to connect, collaborate, and celebrate our vital work 

improving learning for our students and ourselves. Barbara Kobritz serves on the 

conference planning committee.  Eric Jenes presented on the panel for the session, 

“They Really Can Write: Our Experience with Student-Centered Accelerated Learning in 

Academic English.”  

Barbara Kobritz serves as coordinator of TC3’s College Teaching Center (CTC).  Eric 

Jenes recently assumed an ex officio seat on the CTC Board.    

As part of a campus food drive to support the local food shelf, TC3 held its annual 

CANstruction sculpture contest at the end of fall semester. Teams collect donations of 

canned goods or money and then construct a sculpture from their donated goods.  

The TC3 Baker Commons (including the Library, Tutoring Services, and Access & 

Equity) fielded a mixed team along with the Sports Management Club, creating an 

impressive Pac-Can sculpture (pictured below).  Pac-Can won first place for the 

People’s Choice Award and tied for first place for the Judges’ Choice Award! 

(Continued from page 23) 
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Ellen Robbins Poetry Forum  

On April 5th, poet, performer, singer, songwriter, and human rights advocate  

Aja Monet was on campus for the Ellen Robbins Poetry Forum. A reading and 

discussion was followed by a workshop with Kingston High School students at the 

Kingston Center, SUNY Ulster’s new satellite campus. Aja’s engaging style and 

relatable message was well-received by all. Learn more about her at 

libguides.sunyulster.edu/poetry_forum. 

PopUp Library 

As part of a new outreach effort, we are taking our library to different locations on 

campus. We pull a selection of library materials based around what’s happening on 

campus and urge passersby to take a look and borrow anything that interests them. 

Armed with a book cart, a laptop and a sign (designed by our campus graphic design 

team), we are now mobile! The response from students, faculty, and staff has been 

overwhelmingly positive.  

Starting in the Fall, we will be offering faculty the opportunity to invite a pop up library 

to their class. The idea is to bring a selection of library materials related to a particular 

assignment for the students to browse and check out. 

RVHS Presentation 

Librarians were invited to visit neighboring Rondout Valley High School to present to 

roughly 40 tenth and eleventh graders about expectations for college-level research. 

We are hoping that this will be the start of a long-term relationship where the high 

school students will visit our library and get a taste for college research a little bit at a 

time. 

Summer Shift 

Starting after the spring semester, the Macdonald DeWitt library staff will be 

undertaking a shift of the entire General Collection. This move will encompass two 

levels of shelving and is expected to take several weeks to complete. We will follow 

the shift with a shelf reading of the collection. Wish us luck! 

U L S T E R  

Marla Gruner 

http://libguides.sunyulster.edu/poetry_forum
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