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SUNYLA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE —CARRIE FISHNER

reetings SUNYLA! The end of the academic year is in sight, and while it may not
feel like spring, we know the good weather is coming.

The spring meeting of the SUNY Libraries Consortium (SLC) in Syracuse just
wrapped up and | would like to share a few things with the membership. SLC board
elections were recently held and Jenica Rogers and Ken Fujiuchi were elected. At
the SLC meeting, outgoing president Patrick Callahan resigned from the board, as
he is planning to retire in December. As he still had time left on his term, the SLC has
appointed Ben Rawlins to fulfill that obligation. Ben was the next highest vote-gainer
in the recent board vote.

In other news, Charles O’Bryan from Oneonta has been appointed as the executive
director for SLC. Chuck spoke briefly at the conclusion of the SLC meeting about his
vision for the SLC and how he hopes to hear from the membership on our needs.

The topic of leadership development sparked a lively discussion. Members of the
SLC feel strongly that this should be an area of priority, and it is in fact a section of
the SLC’s Strategic Plan. A resolution was passed to charge the board with forming
a task force or committee to work on this initiative. | reiterated that this is an area of
concern for much of SUNYLA as well, and that we would support this effort.

There was much talk about OERs and open access. Many libraries are taking the
lead on this for their campuses, and as such the SLC is interested in putting out a
statement on open access. They would like SUNYLA to partner with them on this.

As | wrap up my year of presidency, | would just like to take a moment to thank
everyone who has taken the time to get involved. This organization has the power to
really impact our members, both personally and professionally. | know that at times
it seems impossible to take on involvement in even one more thing, but | urge you
to consider it. Being involved in this organization is very fulfilling, and generally a fun
time!

I look forward to seeing everyone on the beautiful Finger Lakes campus in June. As
always, please reach out to me if you have any questions.
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SUNYLA Conference 2018 —It’s Almost Here!

The 2018 SUNYLA Conference is just around the corner! Finger Lakes Community College will be hosting this year’s
conference June 13-15. The theme for 2018 is “Throw Open Our Doors: Academic Librarians Open to New Experiences,
Opinions, and Viewpoints.” With all of the talk about “open” —open educational resources, open pedagogy, open
access, etc.—we’ll delve into the concept of openness through the more general terms of openly welcoming into our
libraries new ideas, campus partners, materials, and strategies, and explore how our academic libraries are pushing the
boundaries beyond books and databases and opening new territory both within and beyond our walls.

FLCC is located in beautiful Canandaigua, which has numerous unique restaurants and quaint shops to explore. There’s
access to the lakefront from Kershaw Beach and walking trails with many views of the lake, and historical locations to
explore such as Sonnenberg Gardens and Mansion Historic Park. The gardens should be in full bloom at this time of the
year!

We look forward to seeing you in mid-Junel!

18th Distance Library Services Conference
By Laura Harris

I recently attended and presented at the 18th Distance Library Services (DLS) Conference, thanks to a professional
development grant awarded to me by SUNYLA.

| presented with three librarians from other colleges and universities, and we each spoke about our involvement with
open educational resource (OER) initiatives on our campuses.

As many of you are aware, SUNY is a stalwart advocate of OER, and has been creating and growing OER initiatives
over the last several years. SUNY was also granted $4 million last year in order to aid these initiatives. With that financial
support, OER adoption and creation at Oswego has picked up speed in the last year or so. However, we could not have
grown without the support and expertise of other campuses.

| am proud to be part of SUNY, and | was delighted to be able to share some information about the university’s work on
OER initiatives with a wider audience. Thank you to the Professional Development committee!
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CAMPUS NEWS & NOTES

Albany
Rebecca Nous

A human library project event was held on the University at Albany campus on March
27. The event was sponsored by the campus’s Office for Student Engagement, Division
of Student Affairs, University Libraries, University Auxiliary Services, and the New

York State Writers Institute. As part of the event, members of the campus community,
including students, faculty, and staff, volunteered as “books,” telling personal stories
about topics related to challenges and triumphs, travel and immigration, and success
on life’s journey. These conversations gave attendees the chance to learn and ask
questions about diverse experiences from firsthand sources who are also members of
their own community. The project was led by Linda Krzykowski of the Office of Student

Engagement and librarians Camille Chesley and Allison Hosier participated on the Librarians Camille
committee that planned the event. More information about the Human Library Project, Chesley and
including how to host a human library event, can be found at their website (www. Allison Hosier
humanlibrary.org). helped to plan

a human library
The University Libraries has concluded the Spring 2018 Campus Conversations in project event for
Standish speaker series: the University at

Albany campus,
February 28: Danny Goodwin, the New York-based artist working primarily in which took place
photography and Associate Professor and Director of the Studio Art Program in March 27.

UAlbany’s Department of Art and Art History, presented “Photography Is Dead. Long
Live Photography! Veracity in the Age of the Post-Photographic (or How | Learned to
Stop Worrying and Love Google Image Search).”

March 28: llka Kressner, PhD, Associate Professor of Hispanic and Italian Studies
in UAlbany’s Department of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures, led a talk entitled
“Photographic Contact Zones: The Mexican Travel Photographs of Fritz Neugass.”

April 4: UAlIbany Department of History’s Kendra Smith-Howard, PhD, led the last
Campus Conversations in Standish with a discussion entitled “Finding Nature in
Unexpected Places: What Cleaning Closets and Laundry Rooms Tells Us About
American Environmental History.”

Binghamton
Aleshia Huber

The Binghamton University Libraries have been awarded a $15,000 grant from the
Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation to digitize important scholarship from our Max
Reinhardt Archives & Library. The Max Reinhardt Collection covers major aspects of the
life and career of Austrian-born theatrical director and producer Max Reinhardt (1873-
1943). The grant provides funding to preserve, digitize, and publish online a collection of
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132 promptbooks from the collection, which are annotated by the celebrated director himself.

In February 2018, Oscar Gil-Garcia, a faculty member in the Department of Human Development, added an insightful
photo collection to The ORB (the libraries’ open repository at Binghamton), with descriptions written in both English and
Spanish. The photographic exhibition, “Guatemalan Forced Migration: The Politics of Care in Representing Refugees,”
explores the mechanisms of representation used for forced migrants that stage appropriate refugee identities to justify
the need for humanitarian care. Additionally, the exhibition includes images of indigenous Guatemalan forced migrants
living in the former refugee camp of La Gloria in the state of Chiapas in Mexico.

Binghamton University Libraries and the Center for Learning and Teaching have teamed up to offer grant funding to
faculty and instructors to support the conversion of their course textbooks and materials to free open educational
resources (OER). Grant awardees must commit to using OERs developed or selected under this grant for at least two
semesters and share their experiences with a wider audience. Awards are anticipated to be up to $2,000 per course.

As part of the Research Days week, a series of events celebrating research, scholarship, and creative activity, the
libraries hosted a workshop, “Help Us Help You Help Them: Library Support for Student Research.” The workshop
discussed information literacy, research assignment design, and how the libraries can help faculty support
undergraduate research.

Brockport
Kenneth R. Wierzbowski

Terry Berl, a clerk at Drake Library, was recently announced as the winner of NYSLAA’s Craig Koste Award for
Outstanding Service. The award recognizes those “library assistants who have distinguished themselves by their service
to our organization and to the library assistants of New York on either a state or local level.” A stipend of $100 will be
given to Drake Library for collection development. Thank you for your service, Terry!

Logan Rath’s (Library) and Allison Wright’s (Department of Education and Human Development) article, “A Pilot Study
of Student Perceptions of Embedded Library Instruction,” was published in the BRC Journal of Advances in Education.
The full article may be found online (doi:10.15239/j.brcadvje.2018.03.01.ja04).

Charlie Cowling developed an exhibit of lantern slides for the Digital Commons:

“In the pre-WWII era, school slide collections were not the 35mm
slides of later years, but the older 4x3.25” glass slides. The NY
Education Department purchased sets of these, showcasing
different countries of the world, birds, paintings, etc., and distributed
them to the different schools, including the Normal schools. Most of
these collections were probably discarded decades ago, but ours
here survived the passage of time. These slides scan beautifully, and
their quality is amazing. We have recently put some bird slides up on
our Digital Commons; enjoy!”

The slide show can be found on the Digital Commons website
(https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/bird_slides/).
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Buffalo
Fred Stoss

The University at Buffalo Libraries are now officially members of HathiTrust (we are the
first SUNY member). UB joins over 130 partner institutions carrying out HathiTrust’s
mission to digitize, preserve, and increase online access to scholarly materials from
the collections of research libraries worldwide. Our membership provides the UB
community with enhanced access to HathiTrust’s collections, especially full-text
downloading of over 6 million public domain and open access titles.

The new University at Buffalo Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences
(JSBMS) held a reception for donors who helped fund the ambitious building project.
Linda Lohr, Associate Librarian, was invited to bring objects from the History of
Medicine Collection to this special event. She included carefully selected objects

that are significant to the school’s history, including items from the medical school
and library’s founding in 1846; a poster with pictures of the founders of the medical
school; a yearbook from 1893; a model of the old staircase from the library in Capen
Hall (present-day Cary-Farber-Sherman complex); and a hat belonging to Dr. Charles
Cary and signed by his students. Nell Aronoff, Associate Librarian and liaison to the
JSBMS, and a UB library school student, Matthew Gadziala, were also present at the
reception and played an important role in greeting donors, alumni, faculty, and students
and answering their questions about the space and about the objects on the table.
One of the most frequently asked questions was “Where are all the books?” Although
there will be a small reference collection of textbooks, the library will predominately be
bookless. Anything that patrons want can be delivered.

John Bewley, PhD, Librarian, received a CLIR grant for “Recordings at Risk,” which
supports the project “Reel to Reel Tape Recordings of the Creative Associates Recitals
at the University at Buffalo, 1964...: 1980.”

Deb Chiarella, Associate Librarian, became the chairperson of the Upstate New York
and Ontario chapter of the Medical Library Association (UNYOC/MLA).

Jessica Clemons, Associate Librarian and Associate University Librarian for Research,
Education, and Outreach, is serving as chair of the search committee for the UB
Curriculum Capstone Coordinator position.

Susan Davis, Associate Librarian, was named by the Association of Library Collections
and Technical Services (ALCTS) the 2018 recipient of the Ulrich’s Serials Librarianship
Award, presented by the ALCTS Continuing Resources Section (CRS). She will receive
her award on June 23 during the 2018 American Library Association Annual Conference
and Exhibition in New Orleans, LA. Susan has been an active ALCTS member since
1980. The ALA press release citing Susan’s honor included a statement by CRS: “CRS
is pleased to recognize the significant accomplishments and contributions of Davis,
whose work has made a profound impact on serials librarianship, as well as current and
future library professionals.” The full press release on Susan’s award can be found on

The new University
at Buffalo Jacobs
School of Medicine
and Biomedical
Sciences celebrated
with a reception.
Linda Lohr, Nell
Aronoff, and
Matthew Gadziala
brought a number
of historically
significant items
from the History of
Medicine Collection.
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the ALA website (http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2018/02/susan-davis-recipient-ulrich-s-serials-librarianship-
award).

Rose Orcutt, Senior Assistant Librarian, presented at the Association of Architecture School Librarians (AASL)
conference in Denver, CO, March 14-18. Her presentation’s title was “Lightning Talk: Exploring Scholarly Publishing:
Graduate Student Research Conference and Early-Career Faculty Workshop.” Rose also gave a poster presentation,
“Introducing the Fifth Edition of the AASL Core List of Architecture Periodicals,” with Kathy Edwards (Clemson)

and Barbara Opar (Syracuse University). She was elected as the vice president 2018/president-elect 2019 for the
Association of Architecture School Librarians.

Molly Dahl Poremski, Senior Assistant Librarian; Amy J. Vilz, Associate Librarian; and Marie Elia, Instructional Support
Technician and Processing Archivist, are editors and developers of the OA journal, The Reading Room, which has been
accepted by and listed in the Directory of Open Access Journals.

Bryan Sajecki, Senior Assistant Librarian, and Cindi Tysick, Associate Librarian, were asked to keynote at the Niagara
Frontier Reading Council (http://www.thenfrc.org/).

Fred Stoss, Librarian, was named chair of the Atmospheric Science Librarians International (ASLI), an affiliate of the
American Meteorological Society (AMS), at their 21st Annual Atmospheric Science Librarians International Conference
in Austin, TX, January 8-9. As chair-elect last year, Fred was the conference program chair and built the ASLI program
around the AMS conference’s (held concurrently with ASLI) theme, “Transforming Communication in the Weather, Water,
and Climate Enterprise Focusing on Challenges Facing Our Sciences.” He presented “Libraries and Librarians Assisting
Communities With Disaster Preparedness Planning.”

Cindi Tysick worked with the UB Department of English and is part of the first round of the new microcredential
program, “Digital Information Fluency,” as one of ten programs to be launched in the pilot phase of UB’s new
microcredential/digital badge initiative. Cindi also chairs the UB Libraries’ Writing Retreat Organizing Committee and is
planning the fourth annual library staff writing two-day retreat that is intended to assist library staff in finalizing a project
for publication.

Lori Widzinski, Librarian and Head of Multimedia Collections at the University at Buffalo, co-authored with Robyn
Kachelmeyer Gage a book, For Home and Country: Oakfield, NY, During World War Il, published by the Oakfield
Historical Society. This book recounts the lives of those who served their country during the war, all coming from humble
backgrounds from a small town in rural western New York.

Cobleskill
April Davies

By the time this is published, we will hopefully have completed our search for a new faculty position, Public Services &
Outreach Librarian.

Our “Mac-N-Cheese Is Love” event on Valentine’s Day was a big hit. SUNY Cobleskill’s president had to be off campus
that day and was not pleased that she didn’t get any mac-n-cheese. Several of the contestants are already planning their
entries for next year, so we suggest that everyone put it on their calendars now. We’ve also had a lot of people inquiring
about the fall chili cook-off, so it might be a good idea to reserve the first Wednesday in October too.
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Katherine Brent, Don LaPlant, and Brendan Aucoin are all presenting at the SUNYLA conference in Canandaigua in
June.

Cathy Wise and Dawn Foland are travelling to Corning for the NYSLAA conference, also in June.
Brendan Aucoin is leaving us for a position at SUNY Oneonta. His new title will be Information Technology Librarian.

In non-library news, SUNY Cobleskill recently received a $1.6 million grant from the combined EPA and Department of
Defense Environmental Security Technology Certification Program (ESTCP). The grant supports further development of
SUNY Cobleskill’s rotary gasifier, initially funded by a joint EPA and DoD program in 2008, which turns most combustible
waste into a clean-burning gas. SUNY Cobleskill professors Paul Amodeo and David Waage have refined the gasifier
to a point of unparalleled efficiency. The grant supports building and testing a fully automated, portable rotary gasifier
waste-to-energy system at a domestic military base. More information is on the college’s media blog (http://blog.
cobleskill.edu/2018/02/14/grant-to-test-gasifier-with-department-of-defense).

Corning
Erin Wilburn

After a year filled with presentations and outreach centered around Ernest Cline’s novel, Ready Player One, CCC
wrapped up the 2017-2018 “One
Book, One College” programming with
a performance by Ithaca College’s
Gamer Symphony Orchestra on

March 23. Librarian Erin Wilburn
reached out to the group and worked

. with the Office of Student Life and

the Gaming Guild, a student club, to
make the event a success. Erin will be
presenting about what worked—and
what didn’t—and what we learned
during this year’'s SUNYLA conference.

Continuing the spirit of collaboration,
the library hosted the Gaming Guild’s
24-hour gaming livestream during our
April break week, and the club raised
$150 for charity.

Ithaca College’s Gamer Symphony Orchestra/Chamber Ensemble (Player Four!) and
members of the Corning Community College Gaming Guild

In June, the Arthur A. Houghton Jr.
Library will be hosting the Southern
Tier Library System’s Continuing Education Day, bringing librarians from around the region together for an opportunity to
learn and connect.
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Empire State
Sarah Morehouse

Empire State College Library is now part of Student Affairs, alongside the Department
of Academic Support, the Student Retention Coordinators, and Accessibility Services.
This is simply a change in name, and we still report to Dean Lisa D’Adamo-Weinstein.
Our new provost, David Bejou, is working closely with Lisa to align us with the
college’s strategic plan, and we are arranging a retreat later in the year.

Heather Shalhoub and Sarah Morehouse are wrapping up with the first round
of Joyce McKnight OER Fellows. This was a program to make use of SUNY OER

Services’ funds to replace textbooks with at least 51% open educational resources.

Heather and Sarah also both presented at the SUNY Wellness Retreat in March, and

all the librarians took part in the All-College Conference earlier in that month. Dana ESF expanded
Longley just returned from the Distance Library Services conference with lots of new its reach of
ideas. scholarship during
Spring 2018 by
Heather is advising in the Student Leadership Institute and Sara Hull is once again launching a Digital
working with the Institute for Mentoring, Teaching, and Learning, which provides Commons of
support and networking for faculty seeking collaborators on instructional projects. dissertations and
theses and going
Environmental Science & Forestry live with Dataverse,
Jane Verostek a Harvard-hosted
server designed
Casey Koons, Scholarly Research Librarian, Matt Smith, Director of Libraries, and to share scientific
Jane Verostek, Associate Librarian, reported on the following projects at Moon Library data and code.

in “Furthering the Reach and Use of ESF Scholarship, Both Past and Present.”

Spring Semester 2018 saw several large developments in our mission to further the
reach and use of scholarship, both past and present, created by researchers at ESF.

On March 8, we launched a collection for PhD dissertations and masters’ theses in our
own Digital Commons institutional repository, with 15 submissions. Publishing theses
and dissertations in our repository gives us the ability to offer students the chance to
share their work in a completely open access format at no additional cost to them.
This is expected to drive significant traffic to our repository; since 12 of the 15 theses
and dissertations were made open access, they have been downloaded 102 times.
The ESF Electronic Thesis & Dissertations repository can be viewed on our website
(http://digitalcommons.esf.edu/etds/).

The pilot project for a second institutional repository went live on April 6. The ESF
Dataverse is an instance of Harvard’s Dataverse, hosted on Harvard’s servers. The
Dataverse is designed specifically to share scientific data and code, and to tie that
data to a citation that tracks it back to the researcher and institution where the
research was conducted. The pilot opened with the RZ Tradeoff software developed
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by Yasaman Hassanzadeh. Plans are currently in the works to add historical weather data from the Adirondack
Ecological Center to this repository in the near future. The ESF Dataverse can be accessed through the ESF portion of
the Dataverse website (https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/esf).

In April, the SUNY ESF Archives and Special Collections were awarded a Central New York Regional Library Resources
Council Regional Bibliographic Databases (CLRC RBDB) grant. The grant award of $2,600 will fund the digitization

of The Camp Log—the Cranberry Lake summer camp yearbooks —which date from 1915 to 1940. The Camp Logs

are primary-source documentation written by Cranberry Lake students and cover pivotal events in the Adirondacks,
including the actual creation of the Cranberry Lake summer camp buildings and trails, recordings of daily life, recordings
of what classes were taken and what foods were prepared, and even what students, faculty, and visitors were doing for
recreation. Additionally, they collected detailed information on logging, wildlife, ornithology, engineering, ecology, and
silviculture in the Adirondacks. The Camp Logs also include numerous historic photographs, poetry, and songs written
by students. Once digitized, the full text of the Cranberry Lake yearbooks will be available online via the New York
Heritage Digital Collections repository, where we also have available the full text of The Empire Forester, the yearbook for
ESF’s main campus. A previous CLRC RBDB grant funded the digitization of The Empire Forester yearbooks. The Empire
Forester collection can be found through the New York Heritage website (https://nyheritage.org/contributors/suny-
college-environmental-science-and-forestry-moon-library).

Erie
Justin Cronise

In personnel news, we welcome Melissa Laidman as a new part-time librarian at the Erie City campus. Melissa takes
the place of Andy Aquino, who has moved up to a full-time position at the Buffalo & Erie County Public Library. Over
the summer, we will be transitioning leadership positions at the North and City campuses: Jewel de la Rosa will be
the library chairperson at Erie North and Hadeen Stokes will be the library chairperson at Erie City. They will be taking
over from Matthew Best and Kathleen McGriff-Powers respectively. (Note: At Erie, the chairperson acts as the library
director for each separate campus and is a rotating and elected role.)

Emily Carlin (Erie City) is presenting with Skyler Whittaker (University of lllinois) at the LOEX Conference in Houston,
TX, May 3-5, with “From Inner Space to Outer Space: Connecting Autistic Students to New Information Worlds.” Emily
will discuss how higher education has seen a growing need to address the unique challenges faced by students on
the autism spectrum, and how librarians can play a key role in helping autistic students to succeed by connecting their
particular interests or passions—sometimes referred to as “affinities” —to their research and academic coursework. A
proceedings paper will be published in Library Orientation Series, No. 51.

Jewel de la Rosa (Erie North) is presenting at SUNYLA 2018 on June 14 with Logan Rath (SUNY Brockport), Cynthia
Tysick (University at Buffalo), and Tiffany Walsh (University at Buffalo) regarding their [ITG grant-funded project
exploring information literacy assessment utilizing the Information Literacy Assessment & Advocacy Project (ILAAP) tool.

On March 21, Erie North opened the Maker Lab for faculty, staff, and student use. Students can learn about new
technology and explore their creativity with 3D printing, button making, a Makey Makey electronic kit that connects
everyday objects to computer programs, and a Cricut cutting machine. More information about the Maker Lab can be
found in a libguide (https://libguides.ecc.edu/makerlab).

During April 25-27, all three Erie campus libraries hosted “human library” events. At each campus a number of
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remarkable individuals acted as “human books” and shared their stories with small groups, describing their unique lives,
experiences, and perspectives in a framework of non-judgmental dialogue. These “books” challenge the labels and
stereotypes that society applies to certain people, such as veteran, transgender, HIV positive, corrections officer, Muslim,
and many more. The libraries partnered with the SUNY Erie Student Government Association (SGA) to provide food and
drinks for participants, and featured a walk-up workshop to “press your own T-shirt” with a mobile screen print press
from the Western New York Book Arts Center (WNYBAC).

Erie South also kicked off the Human Library events with a keynote speaker, TheArthur Duncan Il, who is proudly
presented with financial assistance by the SUNY Erie Foundation and the college’s Office of Equity and Diversity. Duncan
is a distinguished Erie alumnus and author of The Felon-Attorney, in which he tells his story of overcoming his past as a
drug dealer who served time in federal prison. He is now an attorney with his own law practice in Buffalo.

Farmingdale
Megan Margino

Reference and Instruction Librarian Megan Margino hosted Student Research Day on February 16. This event was
' Farmingdale’s first interdisciplinary
14 undergraduate student poster session.
l. Eighty-six students presented research
posters and three students gave oral
presentations. In leading up to the event,
Megan collaborated with faculty to
support student participation and offered
workshops on conducting research and
designing academic posters. A number
of Greenley librarians served as poster
judges and the top three research
posters received an award and stipend.
Posters were printed with the Greenley
Library’s large-format printer.

Student Research Day, February 2018 Megan is presenting about her
experience hosting Student Research
Day at the Long Island Library Resources Council’s Academic Libraries Invitational in April and at the SUNYLA
Conference in June.

Scholarly Communication Librarian Danielle S. Apfelbaum presented with Derek Stadler (LaGuardia Community
College) at the 2018 ACRL New England Chapter Annual Conference in May. In keeping with this year’s theme, “Failing
Forward: Experimentation and Creativity in Libraries,” Danielle and Derek presented “Reframing Failure: Post Mortems
for Library Projects.” The presentation introduced and discussed the idea of the project post-mortem —a systematic
method for discovering, documenting, and disseminating an actionable summary of a project’s successes and missteps.

Access Services Librarian Jessica McGivney attended the OCLC Resource Sharing Conference in March. Some great
ideas were exchanged as presenters and colleagues shared innovations, encouraged best practices, and considered the
future of ILL.
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Genesee
Cynthia Hagelberger

Library staff are using cosplay to promote library resources and
have a little fun. To highlight World Rat Day on April 4, some of
our library staff dressed to represent famous rats in literature
and history: Michelle Buckland-Seward was Templeton from
Charlotte’s Web, Kassie Wegner portrayed The Grim Squeaker
from Terry Pratchett’s Discworld series, Jess Scheuerman was
Justin from Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH, Nicki Lerczak
was Remy from Ratatouille, and Laura Peck dressed as a
historical bubonic plague rat. The pictures were shared and the
college’s social media coordinator said, “Your post is one of our
top posts for the month in regard to reach and interactions on
Facebook and is doing well on Twitter!”

Additionally, to highlight “Books to Movies” roving week, library

| staff Michelle Buckland-Seward, Jess Scheuerman, Kassie
Wegner, and Laura Peck cosplayed Ready Player One by Ernest
Cline.

The 17th annual Student Poetry Contest culminated with an
awards and recognition ceremony held in the library on April 17.
The contest and the awards event were publicized throughout the
1 college community and via social media. The six winners and their
work will join students from past contests on the library’s Poetry
Contest webpage, which stays active year-round.

Anne Salluzzo, our new part-time librarian, joined the GCC library
in February.

GCC completed its Strategic Plan 2018-2023 draft after a seven-month extensive process, including multiple surveys,
community forums, 50+ meetings, and countless revisions. Collection Development Librarian Cindy Francis served on
the 33-member Strategic Plan Steering Committee.

To highlight GCC’s 37th Annual Fashion Show, held in the new Richard C. Call Arena on April 28, Reference Librarian
Barb Biljan created a display of mother-daughter dresses by repurposing fashion magazine covers into floor-length
skirts and fastening them to dress forms. The library was also thrilled to host fashion students’ displays featuring sketch
portfolios and garments to be included in the show. Images and information can be found on the library’s website
(https://www.genesee.edu/ library/library-news/fashion-displayy/).

For April Sexual Assault Awareness month, the library’s Information Desk featured a book display and supportive contact
information for Sexual Assault Services RESTORE and GCC Counseling.
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Geneseo
Leah Root

Sherry Larson-Rhodes, First Year Experience Librarian, presented “‘Forget Boring, Get to Exploring’: Collaboration
Workshops With High School Staff and Academic Librarians,” at the biannual Personal Librarian/First Year Experience
Conference in Cleveland, OH, in mid-March. In this interactive workshop held in November 2016, participants had the
opportunity to learn about a student-centered, inquiry-based, iterative process for research and writing in all disciplines.
Conference attendees heard the details of how the workshop had participants collaborate with colleagues, other
workshop attendees, and academic librarians to create or update an inquiry-based research and writing project for use in
a high school setting, and lessons learned from an organizer’s perspective.

Sherry also presented a poster session, “Accio Sources! Information
Literacy Instruction Through Harry Potter’s (Glasses)Frames,” at both the
annual Conference on the First Year Experience, held in San Antonio, TX,

in February, and at the biannual Personal Librarian/First Year Experience
Librarian Conference, held in Cleveland, OH, in March. Using Harry Potter—
related vocabulary, students learn how to use physical and online resources
to locate information and evaluate it on the validity of its source, its level

of scholarliness, and appropriateness of use for different types of college
research projects.

Dan Ross, Head of Access Services, presented “Impacts of Information Literacy Instruction During the Summer Bridge
Program” at the Conference on the First Year Experience, held in San Antonio, TX, in February. Each summer Milne
Library partners with SUNY Geneseo’s Access Opportunity Program (AOP) to provide multiple library instruction sessions
to participants in a four-week summer bridge program. The SUNY Geneseo Student Success Project enables Milne staff
to assess the effectiveness of this summer bridge program and evaluate student usage of library services. Milne Library
staff have collected data on students’ use of circulation, interlibrary loan, instruction, and research/reference services.

By working closely with the Institutional Research Office, library staff found that students in the AOP summer bridge
program use the library at a higher rate than their first-year peers.

Brandon West, Head of Research Instruction Services, co-presented with Anne Deutsch, Instruction Program
Coordinator, SUNY New Paltz, at LILAC 2018 (Librarians’ Information Literacy Annual Conference), held in Liverpool,
UK, in early April. In the interactive workshop “Starting Strong: Engaging Students With Anticipatory Sets,” Brandon and
Anne discussed how anticipatory sets enable instructors to infuse their library instruction with energy, humor, and active
learning. Participants exercised their own creativity by developing their own anticipatory sets.

Leah Root, Library Web Developer, presented “Library as Publisher: The
Story of Open SUNY Textbooks,” at the Library Technology Conference
2018, held in St. Paul, MN, in March. This presentation chronicled the
evolution of the Open SUNY Textbooks project into SUNY OER Services, a
SUNY-wide open course, material, and textbook service provider. This
presentation also demonstrated how Milne Library is able to publish open
textbooks, literary journals, historical reprints, and community-authored
works in multiple formats, using minimal overhead and a majority of open
source tools.
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Ben Rawlins, Library Director, discussed SUNY OER Services during the “Sustainability Strategies for Libraries and
Communities” panel at the American Library Association’s 2018 Midwinter Meeting & Exhibits, held in Denver, CO, in
February. Ben described SUNY’s system-wide open educational resources (OER) program in the context of academic
sustainability: “Adopted ‘to help defray the prohibitive cost of textbooks,” Rawlins elaborated on the professional
development, community building, and technical integration necessary for a program that in 2017 saw 56,211 students
enrolled in an OER course for a total textbook cost savings of $6.5 million.”

Additional SUNY OER services statistics:

™ Courses using OER (fall and spring semesters): 54
OPEN J : Number of students enrolled in an OER course (fall and spring
Textbooks SerViceS semesters): 1,576

Textbook cost savings: $261,410.29

Wadsworth
Public Library and Milne Library co-sponsored a Star Wars-themed
Lego® event in April. Members from the Rochester Lego Users Group
introduced basic concepts in Lego® design and showcased some of
their creations at the event. Attendees had a chance to build their own
creations and take part in mini challenges. SUNY Geneseo students
were onboard to help younger enthusiasts design and create their
projects. Michelle Costello, Education & Community Engagement
Librarian, has been instrumental in making this and past Lego®
workshops a resounding success with
the Geneseo community.

YOUNG CHILDREN'S \“

o a The Spring Storytime Celebration was hosted by Milne Library in mid-April for children
& SPRING and their caregivers. The Storytime series is sponsored by the Young Children’s Council
5 STORYTIME and students from Geneseo’s School of Education; the event is performed by members
‘::'3';‘:“{'7':'3; 2:;" of the Young Children’s Council and includes stories, games, crafts, and snacks. The
R OFMILN event was held in the Teacher Education Resource Center (TERC), located on the lower
SUNY GENESEO level of Milne Library. The Young Children’s Council is sponsored by the SUNY Geneseo

Student Association. The Storytime series was founded by Michelle Costello, Education

CAMIS - SNACKS -STORIES -CRAFTS

:"4 rireRnil o & Community Engagement Librarian.

J*’Z‘(i @‘*@ Milne Library hosted another successful *Hour of Code* community workshop for
youth in February. Spearheaded by SUNY Geneseo staff members Dr. Kirk Anne and

Education & Community Engagement Librarian Michelle Costello, the workshop is part of the *The Hour of Code*

global movement, which introduces kids to computer science, inspiring them to learn more and break stereotypes,

and empowers them to solve challenging problems. More information about *The Hour of Code* can be found at their
website (https://hourofcode.com/us).

Three new staff members will be joining us this summer. A warm welcome and congratulations to:
Amanda Wentworth, our new OER Publishing Coordinator (May 17)

Alana Nuth, our new Head of Collection Management (June 28)
Jonathan Grunert, our new Sciences Liaison & Scholarly Communication Librarian (June 28)
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In August, Milne Library will be welcoming a visit from Cheryl Middleton, president of
the Association of College & Research Libraries (ACRL). The campus will be hosting
an award ceremony celebrating Milne Library’s achievement in earning the ACRL 2018
Excellence in Academic Libraries Award. Milne Library’s award was featured in the
February 2018 SUNYLA newsletter, on SUNY Geneseo’s website, and in the Livingston
County News.

Morrisville
Adam Saunders

The Morrisville State College library has had several events this semester. For Women’s
History Month, the library reading room was transformed into a “women’s coffee

hour” on March 30. During this event not only was there free coffee, but also free chair
massages provided by the campus’s massage therapy program, therapy dogs, and

a space to learn how to crochet. The event went alongside several other campus-
wide women’s history events and a book display. The library gallery hosted a student
art exhibit titled “Portraits Friends and Family: What Story Does Our Surroundings

Tell About Our Families and Friends?” Paintings and photographs were created by
students in Leigh Yardley’s Introduction to Visual Arts course. The campus finished
the academic year with an International Culture Week in April. For this event the library
put together a display of over 150 books and movies from international authors and
directors representing 62 countries.

MSC Library is leading open education initiatives on campus for faculty seeking

to adopt these resources into their courses. An online application form and vetting
process has been posted through the library’s OER libguide. Instructions and

funds have also been made available to faculty who are seeking OER professional
development opportunities. Additionally, we have worked with our campus bookstore to
establish a method in which open textbooks can be printed and sold at a minimal cost.
Management at the campus store and print shop have been extremely supportive of our
OER initiatives and aiding us in establishing this system.

Librarians Adam Saunders, Angela Rhodes, and Mandy Babirad will be presenting
at the upcoming SUNYLA conference at Finger Lakes Community College. Their
presentation, titled “Shouldn’t This Be at a Public Library? A Collection to Support the
Community, Not the Curriculum,” will be looking at the Sheila Johnson book collection.
This presentation will discuss the background and process in curating this unique and
diverse collection that has become a favorite among students.

The library is gearing up for some summer construction this year that will leave our front
entrance inaccessible and our reading room unusable. The work in front of our entrance
is the beginning of a two-to-three-year infrastructure rejuvenation project that will be
replacing a number of pipes, electric lines, and fiber lines around campus. As a part

of this project the library will also be getting a new elevator in the front of the building,
which will eliminate a portion of our reading room space. However, the elevator will
increase accessibility to the building for those entering from the Mustang Quad.

Adam Saunders,
Angela Rhodes,
and Mandy
Babirad will be
presenting at the
2018 SUNYLA
Conference at
Finger Lakes
Community
College.
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Nassau
Christine Faraday

On March 6, we had our first OER Recognition
Luncheon! We honored nine faculty members as being
OER Pioneers on the NCC campus. These faculty
members were from the Nursing, Anthropology, Music,
Library, and Reading departments. At the luncheon,
Nancy Williamson (Library Chair) and Rosanne
Humes (Serials Acquisitions Librarian and OER

L, Coordinator) were honored with surprise citations from
the Nassau County Legislature for their work supporting
OER adoption on campus. In the 2017-2018 academic
year, open textbooks were used in 57 class sections by
868 NCC students, saving them over $73,000.

Oneonta
Cheng Cheng

Librarian Jean-Paul Orgeron published “Understanding the Language of Information Literacy” in the January 2018 issue
of The Journal of Academic Librarianship.

Onondaga
Lisa Hoff

On February 28, we hosted a Sudanese cultural sampler in partnership
with the OCC Common Read Committee. This year's Common Read is
God Grew Tired of Us, the story of John Dau, a Sudanese refugee and
OCC alum. The event was well attended with more than 100 people
stopping by to sample delicious Sudanese food, listen to music from
Sudan, play Mancala, and make African-inspired crafts.

Timur Saka, Instructional Librarian at the SUNY OCC Coulter Library,
delivered a TED Talk on April 14. TEDx Onondaga is in its third year.
This ambitious project featured speakers who addressed themes such
as creativity, community, and humanity. Timur’s talk was titled “Venn
Diagram of Religions.” He explained:

“It is widely accepted that the members of the various religions cannot get along with each other. It is also believed that
most wars are started because of religious conflicts throughout history. However, only 7% of the wars were religiously
motivated. When we do a Venn diagram of the major religions we will find out that the intersection of their values is a lot
bigger than we think, including humanity.”

We are proud to report that Coulter Library won the first-ever “Academic Showcase Grand Prize” for our colorful and
creative table during the Spring 2018 OCC Open House event, held on April 13. Our table featured a photo booth
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complete with fun filters that automatically uploaded to our library’s Twitter page, a “wheel of fun” trivia contest,
samplings of our 3D printer projects, knit crafts from the Coulter Knitting club, and plenty of buttons, stickers, keychains,
and other fun giveaways. The library department will receive a trophy and a pizza party!

WELCOMI
g
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Oswego
Laura Harris

On March 3, as part of the library’s Maker Services, Penfield Library hosted an event called Maker Madness. The event
celebrated International Women’s Day and was a collaboration between Penfield Library and the local Oswego chapter
of Zonta Club International, an organization with the mission of empowering women worldwide.

A total of 21 interactive stations of makers were set up in the library, showcasing a variety of skills and activities. Some
examples included rock painting, electronic/Arduino music, blackout poetry, bullet journaling, perfume making, Snap
Circuits, and plastic yarn. Makers were college students, faculty, and staff, as well as local community members. The
event also included a scavenger hunt focused on inspirational women in STEAM (Science Technology Engineering Art
Math).

Maker Madness was a resounding success, with approximately 175 attendees from both the campus and local
communities. Participants were given the opportunity to freely explore whichever stations interested them and to learn
from the makers present. Verbal feedback was overwhelmingly positive, and many expressed a desire for the event to be
repeated next year.

About seven years ago, Penfield Library began offering faculty teaching and research collections grants as a way to use
part of our coordinated collection development funds. Applicants would submit a list of items for the library to purchase;
these materials would support professional development, scholarly activity, program or course curriculum needs
(especially new programs), or student success.

This year, we expanded the program to include both faculty and staff and renamed it the College Impact Collections
Grants program to emphasize our focus on growing collections that will have the greatest impact on the college
community. This year’s grants were awarded to the college’s instructional designers, an advisement coordinator, and
faculty from the Anthropology, Computer Science, Theatre, Physics, Economics, Curriculum & Instruction, Art, Modern
Languages & Literatures, Philosophy, Human Development, Communication Studies, and English & Creative Writing
departments.
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This year marks Oswego’s 30th celebration of faculty scholarly and creative work! We
held our Display-to-Archives luncheon on April 4, and Provost Scott Furlong spoke
at the reception. We have also completed our 2017 slideshow, which features faculty
photographs and a list of their publications in the given year and is shown in the
library’s lobby.

This year we recognized faculty in the Business, Modern Languages & Literatures,
Economics, Political Science, Curriculum & Instruction, Psychology, Sociology,
Philosophy, Chemistry, English & Creative Writing, Biological Sciences, Theatre,
Mathematics, Career & Technical Educator Preparation, Anthropology, Public Justice,
Music, Computer Science, and Atmospheric & Geological Sciences departments. We
also recognized faculty from the library, professional staff from extended learning, and
various deans and associate deans.

Juan Denzer is collaborating with two undergraduate computer science students

to create a front-end user interface application for managing EZProxy config files.

If you’re not familiar with EZProxy management, the config file is basically a wall of
text! Each resource listed in the config file has something called a stanza. A stanza is
typically provided by the vendor and contains all the necessary information to connect
that resource to EZProxy. This open-source application will allow users to organize,
manage, and search these stanzas with greater ease.

Michelle Bishop published a journal article in March, “Teach Where They Live: New
Opportunities for Library Instruction and Outreach in Residence Halls,” in Journal
of Creative Library Practice. The full article can be accessed through the journal’s
website (http://creativelibrarypractice.org/2018/03/27/teach-where-they-live-new-
opportunities-for-library-instruction-and-outreach-in-residence-halls/).

Juan Denzer and Laura Harris presented at national conferences in March and April
respectively. Along with two panel members, Juan presented “Digital Piracy: Best
Practices for Librarians and IT Professionals” at the 13th annual meeting of Electronic
Resources & Libraries in Austin, TX, in March. Laura, along with three colleagues,
presented “We Can Do It!: How Librarians Can Start Advocating for Students With
OERs” at the 18th meeting of the Distance Library Services Conference in San
Antonio, TX.

We’re hiring! Want to come work with us at SUNY Oswego? Our library will be filling
three full-time librarian positions: Resident Librarian, Acquisitions Librarian (tenure
track), and Associate Library Director.

Plattsburgh
Michelle Toth

Tim Hartnett has been serving as Feinberg Library’s point person for April’s
“Plattsburgh Big Read.” The Big Read is a National Endowment for the Arts initiative
designed to encourage community reading programs. The director of the SUNY
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Plattsburgh Center for Community Engagement
secured a $13,000 NEA grant for the month-long
Plattsburgh read. Our book was The Round House
by Louise Erdrich. Programing included highlighting LOUISE

ERDRICH

Native American culture, sexual assault awareness,
community, and the joy of reading through the
celebration of the book. More than 25 events with
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT more than 20 partners were scheduled throughout
for the ARTS April in the community, on the SUNY Plattsburgh
campus, and at the Plattsburgh Public Library
and Clinton Community College. Find out more by
viewing the schedule of the Plattsburgh Big Read on its website (www.plattsburghbigread.
com).

Joshua Beatty has been leading the sweeping changes happening in our digital repository
this spring. As he explains:

“Our digital commons repository has been shut down as of March 28, 2018. Special Collections and University Archives
materials have already been moved to New York Heritage, while the new [SUNY] DSpace repository will soon be fully
populated with the rest of the materials from Digital Commons. This transition will result in substantial savings in a
budget crisis, strengthens our partnerships with our fellow SUNY colleges and the SUNY Office of Library Services, and
aligns with similar Library and Information Technology Services decisions that promote open-source software and the
adoption of Open Educational Resources. The change of platforms is in line with Feinberg Library’s goals to base its
services on best practices, embrace creative solutions, and anticipate and respond to the external forces affecting our
services.”

The full statement on these changes can be found on the library’s website (https://web.plattsburgh.edu/library/
irtransition.php).

As LIB Course Coordinator and Campus Assessment Fellow, Michelle Toth has worked with the librarians to implement
a new student learning outcomes assessment for our one-credit course that will meet both the library’s and the General
Education program’s needs. The new process has librarians assessing five random students from each section of the
course and the course outcomes have been mapped to the SUNY Information Management outcomes. The summary
dashboard for the assessment can be found in an informative Google Doc (https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/
e/2PACX-1vTRk32h4sS3vEMt100tNxIGefISUsDRpaympNvp810e T9RaEX4CFqFGJzZRRcQRXGbbLAMZE7vHXXZIK/
pubhtml?gid=574147123&single=true).

Acquisitions Library Clerk Deborah Mousseau retired in April. Librarian Parker O’Mara, who is our Acquisitions
Specialist and Systems Librarian, will be taking up several of Debbie’s acquisition responsibilities, including monograph
and media purchasing.

SUNY Polytechnic
Rebecca Hewitt

Thanks to the project leadership of Jen Parker, faculty collaborator Professor Kathryn Stam, and Poly photographer
and web designer Lynne Browne, SUNY Poly was again awarded Central New York Library Resource Council’s Regional
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Bibliographic and Database Grant Program funding.

The first allocation in 2017-2018 was used to make the “Portraits of Hope” collection
(https://nyheritage.org/collections/portraits-hope-collection), previously shown at

the Munson Williams Proctor Art Institute in Utica, more widely accessible by adding
metadata and adding the materials to New York Heritage.

A similar project, “Refugees Starting Over,” will be funded by the 2018-2019 grant,
allowing librarians, Professor Stam, and project staff to curate, add metadata, and
add to New York Heritage photographs and documents associated with refugee
resettlement in Utica. Cayan Library will also use grant funds to digitize our student
newspaper archive.

This month we say farewell to Shannon Pritting, former Director of Library and Learning Resources at Poly, who is now
the LSP Project Director at the University at Buffalo. Congratulations and good luck Shannon!

Stony Brook
Jennifer Devito

Podcasters Chris Kretz, Head of Southampton Library, and co-host Connie Currie recently explored the evolution
of the Culper Spy Ring’s historical significance in their podcast series, The Long Island History Project (http://www.
longislandhistoryproject.org). The hosts interviewed Kristen Nyitray, Director of Special Collections and University
Archives, and Chris Filstrup, former Dean of SBU Libraries, on their pursuit and acquisition of two letters by George
Washington to Benjamin Tallmadge about the operations of the spy ring in their recent podcast “Washington’s Spy
Letters” (http://www.longislandhistoryproject.org/washingtons-spy-letters).

The University Libraries celebrated Women’s History Month with a series of events, including a talk by Dr. Julia Bear
on how gender affects wages and approaches to negotiating and a presentation by Dr. Alfred James from the Career
Center and librarian Jennifer DeVito on tools for benchmarking salaries and researching companies in preparation for
negotiating salaries and benefits.

The University Libraries’ Colloquium series continued on March 15 with presentations by Chris Kretz, Head of
Southampton Library, and Will Blydenburgh, Manager at Southampton Library, on using Twitter to connect with the
Stony Brook University community, and by Mona Ramonetti, Science Librarian, on conquering the fear of public
speaking.

Victoria Pilato, Digital Projects Librarian, recently took part in a panel at the Art Libraries Society of North American
(ARLIS/NA) Out of Bounds 46th Annual Conference. The panel, titled “Copyright Assessment in the Trenches: Workflow,
Tools, Metadata, and More,” discussed how to make material accessible to patrons, including the importance of rights
metadata for the end user. The panel also discussed U.S. copyright law, including sections 102 and 108(h).

Suffolk
Dawn K. Wing

For several years, the library at SCCC has conducted a celebration of STEM month in March. Posters of our NSF and
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CSTEP scholars have been displayed and all the science clubs have come into the library to demonstrate their activities.
The event culminates in a poster session, short speeches by scholars, and the ubiquitous pizza party.

Our fourth annual STEM event expanded to all three campuses with poster sessions and demonstrations. Student
scholars displayed posters, gave brief talks, and received recognition across the college for the amazing projects they
participated in either during the summer or during the year. Projects included NASA data analysis from the Mars Rover
mission and mosquito research on Long Island. At the Grant campus, scholars from Manufacturing demonstrated
innovations in their field, and the Seaford Sea Lions, a middle/elementary school robotics club, brought their Frigadator.
This invention uses the condensation generated by a refrigerator and purifies it for drinking water. The students created
it with the hope that it would aid people in countries where clean water is scarce. The Eastern campus event included
chromatography equipment, a poster session, mathematics models and puzzles, and insect specimens with microscope
setups. Several students who are not involved in the science clubs expressed interest in the sciences after participating
in the events, so it’s apparent that the STEM event works! Congratulations to our campus scientists, club members,
research scholars, and the faculty who inspire them on a daily basis.

STEM
Month
' March | 4 _
41' WY 2018 = I
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SCCC Librarian and Professor of Library Services (Grant Campus) Sue Rubenstein DeMasi will be one of the speakers
at the Roosevelt Reading Festival in June at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library in Hyde Park, NY. She’ll
discuss her book, Henry Alsberg: The Driving Force of the New Deal Federal Writers’ Project, published by McFarland

& Co. The annual event brings public attention to recently published books about the lives of Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt. Her book is deeply tied in to those historical figures.

Lisa Melendez, Professor of Library Services (Ammerman Campus), has been accepted to contribute a chapter for
publication in Recipes for Mindfulness in Your Library. The book is expected to be published by the American Library
Association by the end of 2018. Professor Melendez’s piece is titled “Searching in the Branches: Contemplative
Practices and the Research Process.”
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Dawn Wing, Assistant Professor of Library Services/Media Librarian (Ammerman
Campus), will be presenting a poster highlighting collaborative social justice film
screenings and discussion events she has co-organized, at the Joint Conference

for Librarians of Color in Albuquerque, NM, in September 2018. The poster will
include information about building relationships with various campus and community
partners such as student clubs, academic departments, the Center for Social Justice
and Human Understanding, and local Native American tribes to promote engaging
educational programs that facilitate cross-cultural understanding through film and
dialogue.

Fabio Montella joined the Eastern Campus Library as a reader services librarian in
February. Fabio has worked at several public and academic libraries, most recently
the New York Institute of Technology. He holds an MS in library and information
science from Long Island University and an MA in history from Stony Brook University.

Welcome Fabio! Shades of Star
Trek’s holodeck...
The Eastern Campus Library is piloting a virtual reality room to augment student Suffolk CCC'’s
learning through the use of virtual reality technology. Eastern Campus
is piloting a
Susan Wood, Reader Services and Media Librarian (Eastern Campus), published an virtual reality
entry in Women'’s Lives Around the World (Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, LLC, 2018) and room to
an article, “Three Films on Women’s Activism in the 1960s and 1970s,” in Feminist augment student
Collections: A Quarterly of Women’s Studies Resources (vol. 38, no. 3/4, Summer-Fall learning through
2017, pp. 14-18). virtual reality
technology.

The Eastern Campus of Suffolk County Community College presented the Tunnel of
Oppression in April in the Library/Montaukett Learning Resource Center. The Tunnel of
Oppression is a provocative, interactive exhibit addressing issues of prejudice, hate,
and discrimination in the U.S. The months-long planning of the event brought together
librarians and faculty from diverse departments, and the student response was

terrific. Over 350 students attended the event; many of them contributed art work and
infographics or participated in interviews to share their stories. Contact Susan Wood
(woods@sunysuffolk.edu) if you have questions about the event.

Tompkins Cortland
Karla Block

Librarians Barbara Kobritz and Susanna Van Sant represented the library at
Tompkins Cortland’s inaugural Read-a-Thon. Library staff also donated snacks for
the event. Students in the Early Childhood Education program created a fabulous
afternoon on February 24, consisting of letters, words, stories, and related crafts for
the under-eight set. The librarians distributed picture and chapter books from the
Bright Red Bookshelf program, which is a service of the Family Reading Partnership
that provides free books to area children.
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Lucy Yang, Coordinator of Information Delivery Services, attended the Achieving the
Dream OER 2018 Summit in Miami, FL, April 3-5.

Tompkins Cortland celebrated student employees on campus in conjunction with
National Student Worker Appreciation Week from April 9-15. The library and Baker
Commons employs approximately one quarter of the student workers on campus.
Activities held throughout the week included coffee coupons, Taco Tuesday lunch,

a murder mystery dinner, ice cream, and a movie night. The library’s Lucy Yang and
Baker Commons’ Marilyn Webb serve on the Student Workers Appreciation Week
Committee, which was responsible for the week’s activities. To top it off, one of the
library’s student workers, Chuck Hendrickson, was chosen as the Student Employee
of the Year.

On April 11, Tompkins Cortland joined other SUNY campuses to support One

Love’s “Yards for Yeardley” program related to awareness and education about
relationship abuse. Several library staff were among the over 300 TC Panther
participants in our college’s inaugural event. With a goal of 500,000 yards, we finished
with 1,453,824 yards for the day! More information about SUNY’s participation

can be found in a SUNY press release (https://www.suny.edu/suny-news/press-
releases/04-2018/4-6-18/).

The South Central Regional Library Council hosted the program “Active & Engaged
Libraries: A Follow-up to the Social Justice Summit” on April 13 (the Social Justice
Summit was held at Binghamton last July). Librarian Susanna Van Sant gave a
presentation entitled “The Human Library: Increasing Tolerance and Understanding,”
in which she talked about the human libraries she has hosted at Tompkins Cortland.

Our Middle States review team visited campus from April 22-25. Director Gregg Kiehl
met with the Middle States committee in both his role as the library’s director and his
role as a program assessment administrator.

A team of women from Tompkins Cortland, including librarian Susanna Van Sant,
participated in Seneca7, a 77.7-mile relay run around Seneca Lake on April 29. The
“TC3 Pantherinas” turned their participation into a fundraising event for the college’s
food pantry. The goal (which was exceeded) was to raise $777 —of coursel!

Librarian Karla Block served as an external award reviewer for 2018-2019 funding
awards for the National Network of Libraries of Medicine (NN/LM) Middle Atlantic
Region (MAR). Awards are available in a variety of categories such as Health Literacy
Project, Health Sciences Library Project, Outreach to Consumers, and Health
Information Awareness.

Tompkins Cortland is seeking to fill a number of administrative positions, including
Vice President for Student Services, Provost and Vice President of Academic
Affairs, and Associate Provost. The library reports to the provost and vice president
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of Academic Affairs; librarian Susanna Van Sant is a member of that search
committee. Director Gregg Kiehl is a member of the associate provost search
committee. The searches are expected to conclude by the end of spring semester.

As part of the library’s “information creation” services, the library is responsible for
capturing and securely posting the majority of Skype and in-person interviews for
Human Resources (primarily for later viewing if members of the search committees
were unable to attend the interviews). It has been a busy time for these and other
recordings. We also take part in recording student speeches as part of a self-critique
assignment in public speaking classes. Additionally, we assist ESL students in a
podcast assignment to record a mock interview.

The library has introduced a new open educational resources (OER) guide for faculty,
staff, and others interested in exploring OER—whether new to the world of OER or an

experienced user of OER materials. The guide aids with finding, adopting, and creating

OER materials for classroom use. The guide is located on the “For Faculty” section of
our website or at https://tc3.libguides.com/OER.

Westchester
Rebecca Steere

After more than 40 years of service as the Research/Interlibrary Loan Librarian, Una
Shih retired in the fall of 2017. Among her many contributions, Prof. Shih was chair
of both the WCC Faculty Senate Personnel Committee and the Central Committee.
For many years she volunteered her time providing workshops for new faculty on the
processes of reappointment and promotion.

Jessica Tagliaferro has been promoted to Library Department Chair. Jessica has
been at WCC for almost 10 years. In that time, she has worked as a librarian for
electronic resources, technical services, and as interim circulation supervisor.

Yvonne Rode has been promoted to Assistant Library Department Chair. Yvonne
started working for WCC in 2011 as an adjunct, and then full-time in 2012. She is the
Special Collections Librarian.

Tanya Nadas has joined the library as Student Engagement Librarian. Tanya worked
as a reference librarian at John C. Hart Public Library in Yorktown, and as a youth
services outreach librarian at the White Plains Public Library. In addition, she has
experience as an information literacy Instructor at Pace University. As the Youth

Services Librarian at White Plains, Tanya created special events and popular programs

for young adults.

There were

a number of
personnel changes
at Westchester
this year: Una Shih
retired, Jessica
Tagliaferro was
promoted to
Library Department
Chair, Yvonne Rode
was promoted to
Assistant Library
Department Chair,
and Tanya Nadas
joined the staff.
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By submitting a document to the
SUNYLA newsletter, you grant SUNYLA
the non-exclusive right to edit,
reproduce, publish, and archive the
material from now into perpetuity in all
formats. You retain all other intellectual
property rights to your material

and are free to publish it elsewhere
without explicit permission from this
publication. If you send it to a publisher,
please let them know that it was
previously published in the SUNYLA
newsletter.
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