
Hey there, SUNYLA! The New Year came upon us quickly and we’re already in the midst of 

the Spring 2020 semester. Since our last newsletter, I’m sure many of you are feeling a little 

more settled in your new Alma and Primo environments, and I’d like to say that I’m very 

grateful to be able to reach out to my SUNY colleagues through Basecamp whenever I get 

stuck or have questions. Thank you to all of the supportive peers in SUNY that help 

strengthen our libraries! 

SUNYLA has been very active over the past few months. The 2020 Conference Planning 

Committee is hard at work reviewing proposals, setting the schedule, handling local 

arrangements, and doing all tasks needed to ensure a great conference at Mohawk Valley 

Community College in June. The theme of this year’s conference is “The Heart of the 

Campus: Accessible, Inclusive, & Inspiring Libraries.” Thank you to Jocelyn Ireland and the 

Planning Committee for their hard work in pulling together so many important details to 

ensure another excellent conference. 

Beyond preparations for our Annual Conference, the SUNYLA Midwinter Virtual Conference 

planning team has also been busy assembling another great assortment of virtual 

conference sessions. This year’s theme is “Life After Migration:  Making Alma and Primo 

work for Everyone.” Members of this team include:  Jennifer DeVito (Stony Brook University), 

Bill Jones (SUNY Geneseo), Jill Locascio (chair, SUNY Optometry), Carrie Marten (SUNY 

Purchase), Jessica McGivney (SUNY Farmingdale), and Jennifer Parker (SUNY Cortland).  

This free conference is available to all regardless of their affiliation with SUNYLA and will 

offer up to one thousand seats. We are close to reaching the cap for this conference! 

Recordings of presentations will be available after the conference. More information can be 

found on the conference homepage.  

As we move closer to our Spring elections, I do urge 

anyone out there who may be interested in running for 

SUNYLA office to put their name forward. While serving 

as the 1st Vice President and as the SUNYLA President, 

I have had the privilege to learn more about the inner 

workings of SUNY and SUNYLA, develop relationships 

with SUNY Directors, and extend my skills in leadership 

by coordinating SUNYLA events and representing 

SUNYLA. This year  
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we will be holding elections for 1st Vice President/President-Elect, 2nd Vice President/Conference Chair, and Secretary. 

Current 1st Vice President, April Broughton, will be overseeing the election this year. If you are considering running for 

office, please contact them. More information on the responsibilities of these positions can be found on the SUNYLA 

website. 

One of my main priorities as SUNYLA President is to try to increase SUNY Library involvement with SUNYLA. If you’re not 

already on a committee, consider joining one!  Our committees are involved in various activities and are a great way to 

get involved and work with other information professionals across SUNY. From my own experience, I believe that 

participating on committees and volunteering in library networks (like SUNYLA) are the best ways to make new 

connections, share your expertise, and market yourself. Get out there! If you’re interested in participating, please reach 

out to committee chairs: standing committees; ad-hoc committees.  

Another way to get involved is to attend the SUNYLA Council meetings. The meetings are open to all SUNYLA members 

and can be attended both in-person or virtually. The remaining SUNYLA Council meetings are scheduled as follows: 

• Friday, March 27, 2020:  Mohawk Valley Community College 

• Wednesday, June 17, 2020:  Mohawk Valley Community College 

I hope that this New Year will bring you new joy, new hope, new inspiration, and new achievements, and I look forward to 

working with everyone to find ways to even better serve our membership and our library communities. 
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P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  G R A N T S !  
Lisa Errico, PDGS Chair, Nassau & April Davies, Publications Chair, Cobleskill   

Did you know that SUNYLA 

members in good standing 

are eligible for professional 

development grants of up to 

$500? It’s just one of the 

things your dues support!  

SUNYLA’s grants program is 

used to reimburse members 

for expenses associated with 

professional growth 

activities when other funding 

sources (e.g., campus tuition 

reimbursement or UUP 

Individual Development 

Grants) are only partially or not available. The program aims to support the 

professional growth of individual members, while giving special consideration to those 

applicants who demonstrate how their own exposure to an activity will have broad 

impact on enhancing the development of other colleagues as well.  

Learn more about the SUNYLA Professional Development Grants Program and 

download the application at:  

http://sunyla.org/professional-development-grants-program. 

In the past, Professional Development Grants have helped fellow SUNY librarians 

reach the national and global stage by attending, networking, and presenting at a 

wide variety of conferences/programs such as: 

• ACRL  

• ACRL Immersion Program on Assessment 

• The Charleston Conference 

• Learning and the Brain  

• LOEX  

• Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in Libraries  

• Transforming Libraries for Graduate Students 
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Mark your calendars for SUNYLA’s annual conference happening June 17-19 at 

Mohawk Valley Community College. Registration opens in April. Proposals for pre-

conference workshops, lightning talks, and breakout sessions will be accepted until 

February 21st. A call for poster proposals will be sent out in March.  

We are extremely fortunate to welcome Kaetrena Davis 

Kendrick, winner of ACRL’s 2019 Academic/Research 

Librarian of the Year, as our keynote presenter. Her research 

interests include professionalism, ethics, racial and ethnic 

diversity in the LIS field, and the role of digital humanities in 

practical academic librarianship. Explore Kaetrena’s website 

for information about her scholarship and other interests. 

Be sure to keep an eye on the conference website for updates 

about lodging, events, schedules, and more.  
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UAlbany Librarian Receives ALA I Love My Librarian Award  

Jesús Alonso-Regalado, subject librarian for the departments of History; Latin American, 

Caribbean and Latino/a Studies (LACS); and Languages, Literatures and Cultures (LLC), is 

one of only 10 public, school, college and university librarians in the country to win the 

American Library Association’s 2020 I Love My Librarian Award. He was recognized at the I 

Love My Librarian Award ceremony held at the ALA Midwinter Meeting on January 25, 

2020.  

Jesús was nominated for the award by associate professors Alejandra Bronfman (LACS) and 

Ilka Kressner (LLC). A total of 20 co-nominators, including current and emeritus faculty, 

librarians and doctoral students, added their support. They recognized his work teaching 

students research and information literacy skills, his 

devotion to finding open source course materials to 

allow students full access without economic barriers, 

and his willingness to search for hard-to-find and primary source documents for 

faculty and students. You can read more about Jesús and this wonderful 

achievement on the UAlbany and I Love Libraries websites.  

M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives Receives Grant 

University at Albany’s M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and 

Archives has been awarded a $10,333 New York State Archives’ Documentary 

Heritage Program (DHP) grant to arrange, describe, and create finding aids for 

two archival collections documenting the history of New York State social 

activism and reform: The Pride Center of the Capital Region Records and the 

Citizen Action of New York (CANY) Records. These two collections are part of the 

New York State Modern Political Archive, one of the largest collections 

documenting New York State political history.  

A L B A N Y  

Rebecca Nous 
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https://www.albany.edu/news/92977.php
http://www.ilovelibraries.org/jesus-alonso-regalado
https://library.albany.edu/news/special-collections-receives-grant-social-activism-reform
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Marsha Jurkowski, former Head of Circulation Services at Butler Library, retired in December after 36 years of service at 

Buffalo State. The faculty and staff of Butler Library appreciate her years of service and wish her the best in her 

retirement. 

As part of LGBTQ+ History Month, Butler Library Archives and Special Collections hosted its third 

biennial Charles Rand Penney Speaker Series event with a lecture by Dr. Jeffry Iovannone on 

November 2. Based on his book project about gay liberation in Buffalo, NY, Dr. Iovannone 

expanded the discussion of the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Inn riots by arguing for a more 

holistic narrative of LGBTQ+ history that takes into account the lives and experiences of LGBTQ+ 

people in Rust Belt cities such as Buffalo. He also described how materials from Buffalo State’s 

Madeline Davis Archive provide an important blueprint for LGBTQ+ social change outside of 

coastal American cities today. 

Butler Library has been working with the Western New York Library Resources Council (WNYLRC) to develop an 

augmented reality / virtual reality (AR/VR) initiative called Empire State Immersive 

Experiences (ESIE). ESIE will provide a platform to host 360-degree images and camera 

kits will be available for loan complete with camera, monopods, audio microphone, travel 

case, tablet, and instructions for preparing, staging and uploading images. Content will be 

uploaded under a Creative Commons license and can be used as virtual reality teaching 

tools focused on locations, landmarks and objects in New York State.  

(Continued on page 7) 

B U F F A L O  S T A T E  

Amy Rockwell  

Jeffry Iovannone  

B I N G H A M T O N  

Aleshia Huber 

The Glenn G. Bartle Library is in the initial planning stages of its upcoming third floor renovation, which holds primarily 

stacks and some study seating currently. This process is estimated to take between 

4-5 years. We have created a webpage and a blog to share information and updates 

about the renovation to our campus and are continually collecting feedback from 

students, faculty, and staff. 

Over the fall semester finals week, the Libraries hosted several de-stress events for 

students. In addition to previously hosted events like chair massages, therapy dogs, 

and free snacks, we added new events like meditation, yoga, miniature horse visits, 

and virtual reality. The miniature horses wear mini-shoes indoors!   

On March 12, the Libraries will be hosting a Research Skills in the Digital 

Environment Workshop series. The first workshop is titled Understanding and 

Promoting Your Research Impact: An Overview of Traditional & Alternative Metric Assessment, which will cover 

traditional bibliometrics and altmetrics. The second workshop, Creating an Online Research Profile: How to Promote & 

Manage Your Research for Improved Academic Communication, will teach attendees how to create an online research 

profile. More information about this workshop series can be found on our website. 

Miniature horse at the Science Library 

https://library.buffalostate.edu/archives/LGBTQ
http://www.tourdgee.wnylrc.org/new-york-heritage#ESIE
http://www.tourdgee.wnylrc.org/new-york-heritage#ESIE
https://www.binghamton.edu/libraries/locations/renovation/index.html
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/news/category/renovation/
https://libcal.binghamton.edu/event/6363909?hs=a
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C O B L E S K I L L  

April Davies 

Van Wagenen Library’s annual ‘Mac-n-Cheese is Love’ cook-off was held on February 14th. So much 

carby, cheesy goodness! 

The library will host it’s annual Student Research Showcase on April 23rd. The event aims to 

highlight the breadth of applied scholarship across the SUNY Cobleskill curriculum. Last year’s 

showcase included research on topics such as freshwater mussel hatchery development, the 

effects of multi-sensory experiences on people with Dementia/Alzheimer’s Disease (D/AD), and 

biosecurity in agricultural operations.  

In other campus news, the Department of Fisheries, Wildlife & Environmental 

Science is preparing to publish the 3rd edition of A Field Guide to the Amazon 

Fishes of Loreto, Peru. All of the research in the guide is entirely student-

created. The project began in 2014 as students and faculty were preparing for 

their first trip to the Peruvian Amazon and discovered they couldn’t find any 

kind of guide to familiarize themselves with the species they might see. The 

earlier editions of the guide are already available in the SUNY Cobleskill 

Institutional Repository. You can read more about the inception of the guide 

and the Peru trips in the SUNY Cobleskill magazine.       

Mac-n-cheese samples 

E R I E  

Justin Cronise 

Personnel news 

This past semester we welcomed Jennifer Dennis Potter as librarian part-time at Erie North Campus, replacing Rebecca 

Cobb who left in October to pursue another professional opportunity.   

North Campus remodeling 

The North Campus Library saw a number of physical changes during the Fall 

2019 semester. The Library Instruction Classroom and Maker Lab spaces have 

under went remodeling and are scheduled to be completed by February 2020. 

In addition, the library established a Children’s Corner, providing a small space 

in the library where parents and/or guardians can study and allow 

accompanied children to play or read quietly nearby. The Children’s Corner was 

established with donations from the SUNY Erie Mary Lou Rath Child 

Development Center and North Campus Library faculty and staff. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Children’s Corner, ECC’s North Campus Library 

Faculty, students, and a really big fish in Peru 

(Continued from page 6) 

Butler Library received a grant from the American Library Association to help the campus prepare for the 2020 Census. 

The census tracts surrounding Buffalo State College are among the country’s most hard-to-count tracts and in 2010 had 

very low response rates. The grant will help us engage the campus and the community in a more meaningful 

conversation about why the census is important and how it works, and support our goal of getting as complete a count 

as possible for Western New York.  

https://dspace.sunyconnect.suny.edu/handle/1951/70524
http://magazine.cobleskill.edu/fall2019/a-guide-all-their-own/
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2019/12/ala-awards-more-100000-59-library-census-equity-fund-grantees
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The Greenley Library held a ribbon cutting on 

January 28 to welcome the Tutoring and Writing 

Centers to the newly renovated 3rd floor. 

Branded “The Learning Loft,” the new spaces 

include a variety of work spaces including labs, 

classrooms, and small group spaces. As a result 

of the new spaces on the 3rd floor, an additional 

computer lab was made available for the Library. 

Librarian April Lynne Earle was nominated for the 

American Library Association’s “I Love My 

Librarian Award”, which honors librarians across 

the country for their impact in their community. 

April was recognized by a Farmingdale faculty 

member for her welcoming attitude and creativity, such as her initiative in developing a library-focused zine and 

conducting significant research on Farmingdale’s first graduating class of 1919. 

Librarian Fatoma Rad has been collaborating with the newly established NAACP 

Club at FSC to create a program and book display for Black History Month. 

Fatoma has worked with Student Leader, Darrien Hunt, over several months to 

select titles for February’s book display. The Library is also hosting a two-night 

screening of When They See Us. Speakers Huwe Burton, an exoneree, and Nigel 

Quiroz, an Innocence Project staff member, will also lead discussions during 

these events. We look forward to future collaborations with the NAACP Club and 

other clubs on campus. 

F A R M I N G D A L E  

Megan Marchese 

Library Director Karen Gelles and President John Nader at the 3rd Floor Ribbon Cutting  

(Continued from page 7) 

Pop-up Library 

In Fall 2019, South Campus librarians Joanna Gaff and Carrie Owens debuted a pop-up library 

program using mobile shelves to meet students in different locations around campus. The 

events happen approximately every 3 weeks and the two bright red shelves feature library 

resources that reflect a timely topic in addition to new items. With a laptop and scanner on 

board, the librarians are able to circulate items, answer reference questions, and search for 

additional items in the collection. Students, faculty, and staff on campus have been receptive; 

commenting that they enjoy interacting with the librarians outside of the library’s confines and 

often remarking, “I didn’t know the library had this cool stuff!” 

"FlexSpace" multi-purpose room 

The South Campus Library re-purposed a former office within the library as a flexible mixed-use space for clubs, mid-size 

groups, and individuals to reserve for meetings and study, including small presentations, poetry readings, as well as a 

potential space for prayer. Librarians collaborated with the Dean of Students and Student Government Association to 

purchase furniture, including an oblong meeting table and several lounge chairs with tablet arms. 

Pop-up Library 

Black History Month book display 



Page 9 S U N Y L A  N E W S  

G E N E S E O  

Sherry Larson-Rhodes 

Revitalizing Milne’s Social Media Presence  

Milne Library’s social media presence is alive, and we are gaining and getting feedback from followers! 

The Social Media Committee is propelling the library’s presence on social media, and the library’s News 

and Events blog. Our team communicates news and updates about library services and resources, library 

events such as Geneseo Authors and Children’s Storytime, campus goings-on, commemorative days and 

months, and much more. We also strive to foster diversity and cultural appreciation through the social 

media platforms. 

(Continued on page 10) 

The Library was thrilled to highlight the book M is for Mindful, a children’s poetry book, illustrated by GCC Professor 

Heather Jones. The book was featured in a display to coincide with an exhibit of Heather’s artwork for the book at the 

Roz Steiner Gallery from Nov 12 to Dec 12.  

Tableaux 4 was on display in the library’s Media Room in November. 

The exhibit featured work by students from Joe Ziolkowski’s ART105: 

Two-Dimensional Design class.  

The 9th annual Student Digital Photo Contest sponsored by the library 

culminated with an awards and recognition ceremony on Thursday, 

Nov. 21. Over 100 photos were submitted, and a panel of six judges 

chose the winners who came from a variety of disciplines—Health 

Sciences, Digital Art, the high school Accelerated College Enrollment 

(ACE) program, among others. The contest and the awards event were publicized throughout the college community as 

well as the library and via social media. The winners will join students from past contests on the library’s Photo Contest 

webpage which stays active year round.   

Cindy Francis sent a picture of the Alfred C. O’Connell Library to Ex Libris as part of the contest for a 

spot in their monthly login page displays, and GCC was featured as the tenth picture in the video Ex 

Libris posted.    

The library is currently hosting a display of antique ledgers from the 1800s from the collection by 

former GCC employee, John Potera. The display includes store ledgers handwritten in intricate 

calligraphy style from Canandaigua (1835) and East Bloomfield (1870), plus a Justice of the Peace 

ledger (1817-1823).   

Early in the fall semester, the library welcomed new part-time Reference Librarians, Kate Hickey and Christina Hilburger. 

Kate holds a BA in English from the University of Arizona and an MLIS from the University of British Columbia. Christina 

holds a BA in Humanities from the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and an MIS from McGill University. Christina 

left in December to become the Research and Information Literacy Librarian at SUNY Fredonia. The library also recently 

welcomed Circulation Clerk, Margaret Serafine, graduate of SUNY Brockport who has shifted from a career in property 

management to a new venture in our library. 

G E N E S E E  

Cindy Hagelberger 

GCC Library staff got into the spirit of Halloween!  

Cindy Francis  

https://www.genesee.edu/library/about-the-library/photo-contests/
https://www.genesee.edu/library/about-the-library/photo-contests/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QL4wXezcayM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QL4wXezcayM
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(Continued from page 9) 

The Social Media Committee is furthering the library’s outreach effort to better 

support and connect with the community by showcasing community activities like 

the Geneseo Farmers Market, student exhibits at local cafes along with events that 

connect the library with its community like the Geneseo Maker Fest. We want to 

acknowledge and support the interconnection between the Geneseo campus/Mine 

Library and Livingston County. We are here for the college and the community. 

Other Geneseo News… 

Alan Witt steered a paper through peer-review and acceptance for publication in 

May 2020. “Towards a working definition of open pedagogy” will be published in 

International Journal of Open Educational Resources, 2(2). Alan 

also created two variants of the original escape room developed 

by him and Michelle Costello: “Daniel Bennett and the Killer 

App,” a business-themed team-building escape room, and 

“Daniel Bennett and the Registration Games,” a first-year-

student experience designed to be included in a course session. 

Alan also attended the NYSUT Next Generation conference as a 

representative for UUP. 

On November 26, 2019, Bill Jones presented at the Open Education Global Conference at the Politecnico di Milano in 

Milan, Italy, and received the Open Education Award for Excellence for OER Curation/Librarianship, on behalf of SUNY 

Geneseo, from the Open Education Consortium for the development of the Openly Available Sources Integrated Search 

(OASIS) OER search tool. Presenting on OASIS at the Open Education Global Conference was a unique opportunity to 

connect with almost 300 attendees from over 40 countries. This conference 

was hosted to provide an opportunity for visionaries, researchers, and 

practitioners from all over the world to discuss, collaborate, innovate, and 

celebrate openness in education. The theme of the conference, “Open 

Education for an Open Future,” aimed to emphasize opportunities offered by 

Open Education as a means to empowerment and to increase accessibility 

and quality of educational opportunities for all. At this conference, Bill 

presented both a 30-minute session and an 8-minute lightning talk that was 

explicitly for Open Education Global Award Winners. Both presentations 

shared the same title, “Enhancing OER Discovery With OASIS,” and described 

the development process of the search tool, including the website 

framework, source selection, resource integration, and end-user experience, 

as well as Bill’s thoughts on the future direction of OASIS and how 

institutions can freely use the tool. The 8-minute lightning talk was held in 

the plenary room and live-streamed through YouTube. These two 

presentations allowed Bill to reach many diverse conference attendees and 

humbly share with the world some of the innovative work being produced at 

SUNY Geneseo’s Milne Library. More information about the conference can 

be found at: https://conference.oeconsortium.org/2019. Bill Jones accepts OER award in Italy on behalf of 

SUNY Geneseo  

Alan Witt  

https://conference.oeconsortium.org/2019/


M O R R I S V I L L E  

Adam Saunders 

The SUNY Morrisville Library sponsored a number of exciting events during the course of the Fall 2019 semester. We 

had two gallery wall displays and artists receptions, the first showcasing the art of veteran Christopher Richard, a first-

semester individual studies student. A local from Eaton, he served as a combat medic in the United States Army. His 

work, on display in the library through January, featured charcoal and pencil, and color and architectural drawings. The 

second gallery display was put on in conjunction with Latino Heritage Month. The art of Tom Bruer was displayed during 

the month of October. Tom is an artist that paints in acrylic on wood panel or canvas, as well as on vellum in graphite 

and permanent markers. In his words he “prefers to make as I think and think as I make. Each work is a means to an 

end that describes the process behind its construction." 

This semester the library hosted its 3rd Video Game 

Book Club. Each instance of the club sees students and 

faculty play through a video game, with each participant 

experiencing the game individually then coming together 

for discussion. For Fall 2019 we played through Never 

Alone, a puzzle-platformer where you play as an Iñupiaq 

girl named Nuna and her Arctic fox companion. It was 

created in partnership with the Cook Inlet Tribal Council 

to portray the mythology and traditions of the native 

tribes of Alaska. Themes explored included oral storytelling, and "what it means to be human." 

Finishing out the semester, the library held a special dedication reception for Judy Gibson Noyes whose extremely 

generous donation allowed for the purchasing of new furniture for our reading room. Noyes dedicated the reading room  

(Continued on page 12) 
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M O N R O E    

Andrea Kingston 

We’ve had a few staffing changes recently. Temporary part-time librarian Melissa Netzband 

has moved on to a full-time position as Senior Assistant Librarian at SUNY Potsdam. 

Congratulations, Melissa! In addition to working as a writing tutor in MCC’s Tutoring & 

Academic Assistance Center and as a yoga instructor, Cami Sholts-Goldowitz has joined us as 

a temporary part-time librarian. Final-semester MLS student Brittany Clinkscales completed 

her internship at our LeRoy V. Good Library last semester and is now working for us part-time 

on a temporary basis, primarily at the reference desk. 

We’re putting the finishing touches on newly furnished and decorated family-friendly study 

rooms at both of our libraries and will open them to our student-parents in the first week of 

February. Both study rooms feature new adult- and child-sized furniture, as well as children’s books, toys, and games. 

The LeRoy V. Good Library will also have eight ‘Kid Kits’ available for student-parents to check out and use anywhere in 

the library. These colorful backpacks contain educational toys and games organized by age range, from toddlers to 

tweens.  

Brittany Clinkscales  



N I A G A R A  

Jeanne Tuohey 

The College Archives, under the direction of Jean Linn, recently published NCCC’s Annual Reports 

to New York Heritage. The collection contains detailed information on the College and its growth. 

Students, faculty, and staff accomplishments are highlighted. The reports are a summary of each 

academic year, encompassing enrollment statistics, financial statements, curriculum 

development, and community activities. 

Jan Peters, Part-Time Reference Librarian at NCCC for over 

20 years, recently retired. Amy Joyce has stepped in to 

help us cover some of those hours. 

Barb Rupple, Division Secretary, and Jeanne Tuohey, Reference Librarian, both 

celebrated 30 years of service at the recent College Recognition Breakfast. 
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(Continued from page 11) 

to Charles Gibson, who was an American ethnohistorian and was crucial in framing the way history is taught in colleges 

today. The event held on December 12th was fully catered and very well attended. Also, the library once again invited 

the Massage Therapy Program to give free chair massages to students as finals approached. For finals we also provided 

a Positivity Station where students could pick up a Finals Survival Kit filled with words of encouragement, coloring 

pages, stress balls, and more!  

Looking ahead to the spring semester, we are preparing for a new gallery display featuring the photography of Gerad H. 

Gaskin titled Legendary, as well as a book display of The Zora Canon: The 100 Greatest Books Ever Written By African 

American Women Authors. 

Barb Rupple (l); Jeanne Tuohey (r) 

O N O N D A G A  

Lisa Hoff 

Pauline Lynch Shostack is co-chairing the Maker Faire Syracuse committee. The committee is 

planning the inaugural Maker Faire Syracuse that will take place on Saturday, September 26 at the 

SRC Arena on the Onondaga Community College campus. The planning committee has members 

from many local organizations and higher education institutions including SUNY Oswego, LeMoyne 

College, OCM BOCES, CLRC, and several librarians and staff members from the Onondaga County 

Public Libraries System. 
Pauline Lynch Shostack  

Jean Linn 

https://nyheritage.org/collections/nccc-annual-reports
https://syracuse.makerfaire.com/
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The State University of New York College of Optometry announced that the Director 

of the College’s Harold Kohn Vision Science Library, Elaine Wells , MA, MLS, AHIP, 

has been appointed to the rank of Distinguished Librarian, the State University of 

New York’s highest academic rank. She joins a select group of librarians who have 

earned this distinction. 

Wells is responsible for leading all initiatives that enhance the availability of 

resources and information for students, faculty, alumni, and practicing eye care 

professionals including overseeing the Library’s recent renovation. She has provided 

transformational leadership to the College’s state-of-the-art library, creating one of 

the largest vision science collections in the world. 

“Elaine’s leadership has been fundamental to the incredible growth of the resources available to our faculty and 

students, and she has worked tirelessly to ensure the College’s community can access the tools and information they 

need to succeed,” said SUNY College of Optometry Vice President and Dean for Academic Affairs David Troilo, PhD., 

“This appointment is a testament to her leadership and dedication to enhancing access to critical resources that fuel 

the success of our educational, research, clinical, and social programs.”  

The Distinguished Librarian is a prestigious tenured University rank that is 

conferred upon librarians whose contributions have been transformational in 

creating a new information environment by providing access to information, 

sharing or networking information resources, and fostering information literacy. It 

is one of four Distinguished Faculty rank programs awarded by the State 

University of New York Board of Trustees. The Distinguished Academy currently 

comprises 429 Distinguished Professorships; 329 Distinguished Service 

Professorships; 395 Distinguished Teaching Professorships; and eight 

Distinguished Librarians. 

Elaine Wells was recruited to SUNY College of Optometry as a Reference 

Librarian in 1997 and was quickly promoted to Library Director two years later. 

As Library Director, Wells has implemented innovations such as SUNYOptSearch, 

Patron Driven Acquisitions, a new library service platform, and collection of 

historical optometric equipment. Ms. Wells has provided valuable service to the 

National Library of Medicine’s MeSH taxonomy, the American Liver Association, 

and the National Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry. 

Wells has also held multiple offices in the Association of Vision Science Librarians. The NY/NJ Chapter of the Medical 

Library Association has acknowledged her work with two Outstanding Contribution awards and a Distinguished Service 

award. A recipient of the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Faculty Service, Wells has also received the Chair’s 

Great Work Award, the highest honor given by Rutgers University School of Library and Information Science, and is also 

a Distinguished Member of the Academy of Health Information Professionals Medical Library Association. 

O P T O M E T R Y  

Jill Locascio 

Elaine Wells 

“This appointment is a 

testament to her 

leadership and 

dedication to 

enhancing access to 

critical resources that 

fuel the success of our 

educational, research, 

clinical, and social 

programs.” 
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O S W E G O  

Morgan Bond 

Deborah Bauder led a new Research Party program during the fall 2019 semester, hosting 

events on 10/23 and 11/19. Research Parties are essentially a rebranding of traditional 

reference services, conducted in a relaxed, collegial environment with food available and 

librarians and writing center tutors circulating the room. The parties were a big success, 

with more than 62 students coming for research help (and pizza!) over the course of both 

of these two-hour events. Attendee feedback was overwhelmingly positive and library 

faculty were happy to reach so many students in such a short time. We will be hosting two 

more Research Parties during the spring 2020 semester (3/3 and 4/29). 

Laura Harris was awarded her Master of Science in Curriculum Development and 

Instructional Technology from the University at Albany.  

Emily Mitchell left her position as the Coordinator of Technology in October to become the Assistant Library Director for 

Technology at the Public Library of Brookline in Massachusetts.  

Sharona Ginsberg left her position as the Learning Technologies Librarian in January to 

become the Head of the Terrapin Learning Commons at the University of Maryland. 

In late December, Penfield Library said good-bye to Christopher Hebblethwaite, who retired 

after more than 30 years of service at SUNY Oswego. Chris was the head of Reference, 

Building Manager, and the liaison for the Atmospheric & Geological Sciences, and Physics 

departments. He served as a mentor and role model for many new librarians during his time 

at Penfield Library. We will miss him, and wish him the best of luck in his retirement! 

Zachary Vickery joined us in January as the College Archives Librarian. He holds a Masters of 

Library and Information Science from Louisiana State University with a specialization in 

archival studies. Zachary most recently served as the Senior Reference Librarian at the 

Library of Virginia before coming to SUNY Oswego. 

We are currently preparing to search for a new Research, Instruction, & Liaison Librarian. The 

Research, Instruction & Liaison Librarian will serve as a core instruction librarian, sharing the 

responsibility for information literacy, multimedia creation, and assessment of the library 

instruction program. An overview of the job responsibilities, the qualifications we are looking 

for, and application link are available online.  

Zachary Vickery  

Deborah Bauder  

Chris Hebblethwaite 

https://oswego.interviewexchange.com/jobofferdetails.jsp?JOBID=120133
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P L A T T S B U R G H  

Michelle Toth 

The SUNY Plattsburgh campus has a new president. Alexander Enyedi began his appointment as president on January 

21, 2020. 

Malina Thiede presented a poster entitled "Who 

writes traditional textbooks? Who writes OERs? A 

preliminary analysis" at the Open Education 2019 

Conference in Phoenix, AZ in October. The poster 

depicted original data collected about the 

demographics of commercial and open textbook 

authors. 

Feinberg Library is rolling out a new ‘Research 

Appointment with a Librarian’ service this spring 

through LibCal. We had previously offered an 

appointment with a librarian service using a 

Google form, which involved contacting the 

student to arrange a day and time to meet. In the 

new system, librarians post appointment times for each week and students can pick the librarian they want to work with 

or choose the day/time that best works for them. Promotion for the new service includes emails to the campus, a sign 

posted at the Research Help Desk when it is not staffed, and also table tents in the library. All signage includes a QR 

code for direct access to the appointment page. 

Center for Digital Humanities 

On November 7th, Stony Brook University Libraries officially opened its 

Center for Digital Humanities as a space for research, teaching, and 

learning in all disciplines related to the practice of the digital humanities. 

The Center, equipped with advanced 

hardware and software technology, is an 

intellectual meeting place for 

researchers applying digital practices to 

humanistic inquiry and for those using a 

humanistic lens to examine questions related to technology in all fields. The 

establishment of the Stony Brook University Libraries Center for Digital Humanities 

was funded in part by a gift from the Gladys Brooks Foundation.   

Personnel News 

Matthew Hartman took on a new role in December. He is now the Resource Sharing Coordinator. Matthew started at the 

University Libraries in 2018 as an Overnight Supervisor. He has a BA in History & Political Science and an MA in Higher 

Education Administration, both from Stony Brook University. 

(Continued on page 16) 

S T O N Y  B R O O K  

Jennifer DeVito 

Center for Digital Humanities, SBU  

Center for Digital Humanities, SBU  

https://library.stonybrook.edu/digital-humanities/
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(Continued from page 15) 

Distinguished Librarian Michael Bailou Huang presented "Collection development for the 21st 

century academic library: Experience from the Stony Brook University Libraries" at Shandong 

Normal University in Jinan, China on October 17, 2019. 

Dana Reijerkerk joined the University Libraries in November 2019 as 

the Knowledge Management & Digital Asset Librarian. Dana holds a 

Master of Science in Information with a concentration in Archives & 

Record Management from the University of Michigan and a Bachelor 

of Arts from the University of North Carolina at Pembroke. Dana has 

worked as a Project Manager/Curator at Culturally Situated Design 

Tools, collaborating with the Northern Michigan University Center for Native American Studies 

to develop a tool that focuses on Anishinaabe design and traditional knowledge.  

On January 3, Interlibrary Loan Instructional Support Specialist Donna Sammis retired after 43 years of service to the 

University Libraries.  

Dana Reijerkerk  

Michael Bailou Huang  

S U F F O L K  

Joan Cook 

Thanks to Kerry Carlson, Assistant Professor of Library Services, the Michael J. Grant Campus 

Library in Brentwood, NY, was awarded a $2,000 Library Census Equity Fund grant from the 

American Library Association. The funds will support events held at the Grant Campus Library 

that will help achieve a complete count in the 2020 Census for hard-to-count communities by 

providing information, assistance and access to the online census questionnaire. The ALA’s 

official announcement of the grant winners is here: http://www.ala.org/news/member-

news/2019/12/ala-awards-more-100000-59-library-census-equity-fund-grantees. 

Kevin McCoy, Professor of Library Services, participated in a short documentary about the history 

of Suffolk County Community College. This documentary was produced by SCCC Radio & TV 

students and was directed by Ryan Hayes and Stephen Pace, students in the RTV program. The 

documentary can be found at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haQQb6B4vWY.  

Susan DeMasi, Professor of Library Sciences at the Grant Campus 

Library, presented The History of Brentwood: From Modern Times to the 

Postwar Suburban Boom, at the library this past December. The talk and slideshow were 

attended by the Suffolk County Community College community, as well as by members of the 

local historical society. 

Susan DeMasi 

from top: Kerry Carlson, 

Kevin McCoy. 

http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2019/12/ala-awards-more-100000-59-library-census-equity-fund-grantees
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2019/12/ala-awards-more-100000-59-library-census-equity-fund-grantees
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=haQQb6B4vWY
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Samantha LeGrand joined us as a new adjunct librarian in Fall 2019. Samantha received her 

MLIS in 2013 from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. She worked as an instructional 

librarian at Central New Mexico Community College in Albuquerque before joining the TC3 Library 

to provide reference, information literacy instruction, and digital information and OER services.  

Librarian Karla Block, who is the nursing liaison, began offering support in the fall for the nurse 

residency program at Cayuga Medical Center. Her services to the program have included a library 

session, online guide, and research assistance for residents (to complement other services 

available to them) completing their evidence-based project. In January, she began working with 

the College’s new evening nursing program as well. More information about the evening program and the partnership 

behind the evening program is available on the TC3 website. 

The Library recently adopted a new cloud-based digital signage 

platform to display library information throughout our space, such 

as library instruction class times/locations, advertisements for 

library services, and even artwork. We also transitioned to a new 

calendar system to schedule our two library instruction rooms. 

Folks from other departments on campus took notice of our 

enhanced digital signage and have begun working with us to 

adopt the same platform. Library staff will now work directly with 

departments throughout the College to oversee and coordinate the 

dissemination of digital signage campus wide.  

Librarians, in collaboration with staff from the Office of Global Initiatives, 

commemorated International Education Week in November with a colorful 

and well-received display highlighting books for all ages along with videos 

that celebrate the College’s study abroad destinations: Cambodia, Ireland, 

Colombia, Italy and Nicaragua. A slideshow was also on display featuring 

slides taken on study abroad trips. 

T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D  

Karla Block 

Samantha LeGrand  

International Education Week display 

https://www.tompkinscortland.edu/admissions/evening-nursing-program
https://www.tompkinscortland.edu/news/new-partnership-expand-nursing-program
https://www.tompkinscortland.edu/news/new-partnership-expand-nursing-program
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