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If you take a moment and reflect on your library career,
even if you are in the early stages, you will recall many
people who have successfully guided you through your
library journey. I can certainly name my mentors: those
who sat through my first awkward presentations; others
Carol Anne Germain
who rallied me on to take leadership roles and
shepherded me through the process; and those who opened co-instructional
opportunities to teach me how to teach. Mentors serve as good listeners and act
as career cheerleaders. They pick us up when we stumble and steer us back into
the right direction. They provide advice, recommendations, feedback, and
accolades when celebrating our successes. Many of my mentors continue to guide
me through new professional endeavors, and I cannot thank them enough for their
encouragement, support, and commitment to my professional growth.
SUNYLA acknowledges that mentors are vital for the professional growth of library
professionals. This year, to affirm these special individuals, the Council created
the SUNYLA Mentor Award. This award honors and encourages the efforts and
dedication of individuals in the library field who have demonstrated exceptional
commitment with mentoring members of SUNYLA. It acknowledges support a
SUNYLA member received to expand their knowledge and expertise within the
library and information field. So, take a moment and reflect on those who have
made a difference for you, who were/are the wind beneath your wings (once
again, sorry for the earworm) and whom you would like to honor for providing
exemplary mentorship.
(Continued on page 2)
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The awards cycle will be announced this Fall and the criteria follows:
•

Eligibility for the award acknowledges mentorship support of one or more SUNYLA members to reach
professional goals within a SUNYLA library.

•

Nominators must be a current SUNYLA member in good standing for at least 2 years.

•

Award recipients do not need to be SUNYLA members.

•

A nomination letter highlighting the nominee’s mentoring activities and how they have made an impact
for at least one SUNYLA member's library career. The award would be a certificate with a cash stipend
of $250. Maximum of four awards, $250 each.

HAVE YOU REGISTERED YET?
Registration for SUNYLA 2021 is open!
We are thrilled to present the SUNYLA’s 2021 Annual Conference, hosted virtually by SUNY
Delhi, on June 16-18, 2021. Our theme this year is From Seeds to Service: Growing the
New Academic Library. We have an exciting array of sessions and activities scheduled this
year. We look forward to seeing you online for SUNYLA 2021.

SUNY’s OER Catalog: A choice that offers:

New to the Catalog!
•

Student Cognition Toolbox

•

College Physics

•

Financial Accounting

•

Managerial Accounting (June 1, 2021)

•

Public Speaking

oer.suny.edu
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS:
SUPPORT FOR YOUR VIRTUAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT!
Lisa Errico, PDGS Chair (Nassau)

Even though the COVID-19 pandemic has put a damper on travel to professional conferences and
events, there are still some great opportunities for professional development. Although we have
seen an increase in free virtual conferences, there are still some events and e-learning programs
that require a registration fee. Why not apply for a SUNYLA grant to cover the cost?
In the past, Professional Development Grants have helped fellow SUNY library professionals
reach the national and global stage by attending, networking, and presenting at a wide variety of
conferences and programs. Now SUNYLA can support the same activities—virtually! Consider
these upcoming virtual events:
ACRL eLearning (online courses)
ALA Annual Conference 2021 (June 23-29, 2021)
Charleston Conference (November 1-5, 2021)

Core eLearning (online courses)
Library Juice Academy (online courses)
Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in Libraries (May 25-28, 2021)

SUNYLA’s grants program is used to reimburse members for
expenses associated with professional growth activities when other
funding sources are not available. SUNYLA members in good standing
qualify. Learn more about the SUNYLA Professional Development
Grants Program and download the application on our website.
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CAMPUS NEWS & NOTES
ALBANY
Rebecca Nous

Special Collections and Archives Awarded Grant
The M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives has been awarded a $63,890 grant from the
University of Illinois’s Email Archives: Building Capacity and Community program to create Mailbag, a specification and
open source tool for preserving email. Archivists from UAlbany will lead a multi-institutional team of archivists, computer
scientists, and digital preservation experts to make it easier for archivists around the world to preserve the important
documentation contained within email.
Of all digital formats, email is particularly challenging to preserve since an email is both a static document and a set of
encoded data. New technologies have also enabled email to be interactive and allow for content like images to be
stored outside of the email files you might export or save, meaning important information could be lost. Currently, there
is no single effective master format for the effective long term preservation of email.
Mailbag will be a specification to define a structured and computer-actionable package containing multiple master
formats for email based on the BagIt digital preservation standard. A Mailbag might contain the EML, PST, or MBOX files
exported from email clients, alongside PDF files for easy viewing, and WARC files, a Web Archives standard which
preserves externally-hosted content and the potentially dynamic experience of reading email. The project will also create
an open source tool to easily create and manage Mailbags at scale.
The Mailbag project will fund two graduate students from the College of Emergency Preparedness, Homeland Security,
and Cybersecurity. The Email Archives: Building Capacity and Community program is a re-grant program from the Andrew
W. Mellon foundation that seeks to build email archiving capacity in archives, libraries, and museums.
Personnel Updates
Mary Van Ullen, Director of Collections Services, retired at the end of March after many years of
service to the University at Albany Libraries. Jane Kessler, former Head of Reference Services, has
transitioned to this position. Congratulations to Mary on her retirement and to Jane on this new
opportunity!

Elaine Lasda

Elaine Lasda earned promotion to the rank of Librarian. Elaine has been working at
Jane Kessler
UAlbany in a number of capacities since 2001. She has an impressive record of
publication, and a very prolific record of presentations at professional conferences. She has been
deeply involved in both the Special Libraries Association and the New York Library Association, and her
work at UAlbany has been recognized with both the President’s and Chancellor’s Awards for Excellence
in Librarianship.

Programming and Teaching Highlights
Trudi Jacobson has been participating in the Lumen Circles pedagogical program, underwritten for SUNY faculty by SUNY
(Continued on page 6)
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OER Services. In the fall, she was a member of the Evidence-Based Teaching Circle, and this spring she is in the
Teaching with OER and OEP Circle. She highly encourages other teaching librarians to look into the program.
In fall 2020, Trudi Jacobson taught a 3-credit first year experience course, and she is quite proud of the open resource
her students created. The site showcases their zines, infographics, videos and an FAQ researched and created to ease
the transition to college of all first year students. Many of the items are generic, not UAlbany-specific, so this may be of
interest to others.

The Information Literacy Department at the University Libraries, together with the University’s Art Museum once again
hosted their Art + Feminism Wikipedia Edit-a-thon on March 29, 2021. This annual international cultural event has
gained much attention since its beginnings in 2014. The purpose of the Art + Feminism project was (and remains) to
bring more female editors into the Wikipedia
world and to expand the representation of
women, especially in the topics related to art and
women. Information literacy librarians Trudi
Jacobson (info lit. dept. head), Greg Bobish,
Allison Hosier, Kelsey O’Brien, and Irina Holden
lead the project in Zoom, helping new Wikipedia
editors to start their work. The University Art
Museum provided a list of women artists, whose
presence in Wikipedia would enhance the
information environment and help improve the
gender equality within Wikipedia articles.
Following the wide-spread marketing campaign supported by Tyler Norton and Amanda Lowe, 27 editors participated in
the Edit-a-thon and the virtual format enabled contributions from across the globe. Megan O’Hearn, the New York
Regional Ambassador for New York joined in to provide background on the campaign, and Richard Knipel (username
Pharos) of the New York Wikipedia User Group provided additional support during the event.
Selected Publications and Presentations
Elaine M. Lasda, Coordinator for Scholarly Communication and Subject Librarian for Social Welfare, Gerontology, Dewey
Reference, and Research Impact at the University at Albany is writing a regular column for Online Searcher, a trade
publication for librarians and information professionals. “Metrics Mashup” contains detailed news, opinion, and
commentary on issues related to scholarly metrics, including citation indexes, altmetrics sources, responsible use of
bibliometric indicators, and new tools for measuring the impact of scholarly research. Online Searcher is published
bimonthly by InformationToday, and indexed in LISA, LISTA and many other popular bibliographic databases.
Trudi Jacobson’s article “Analyzing Information Sources Through the Lens of the ACRLFramework: A Case Study of
Wikipedia” was published in the most recent issue of Communications in Information Literacy, volume 14, issue 2. This
article was spurred by questions such as: Might the ACRL Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education be
used to analyze information resources? Would a Framework-focused analysis of one commonly used resource,
Wikipedia, yield valuable insights for the teaching and learning of key information literacy concepts?
(Continued on page 7)
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Trudi Jacobson presented a keynote address with Tom Mackey of Empire State College, “Metaliteracy:
Engaging Students Through Assessment as Learning” for the 4th National Meeting of Information
Competencies on February 11. The meeting, with multiple additional talks during February and March,
is sponsored by the University of Puerto Rico.
Trudi Jacobson and Tom Mackey also gave a keynote address, “The Role of Metaliteracy in Designing
Open Learning Objectives” at the Intercultural Perspectives on Information Literacy Conference on
January 30, held in connection with a transnational online course attended by students from Germany and India.
Trudi Jacobson

Angela Hackstadt (2021) A Review of Grey Literature Cited by Food Loss Law and Policy Scholarship, Journal of
Agricultural & Food Information.
Adams, A., Hackstadt, A. “Conspiracy thinking: The widespread harm of Covid-19 disinformation.” Presented to the
University at Albany Covid-19 Minority Health Disparities Study Engaged Researchers group, February 12, 2021.

ALFRED CERAMICS
Mechele Romanchock

“Re-imagining the Monument” opened April in Scholes Library at the New York State College of
Ceramics. The student and faculty exhibition runs through May 11th, 2021, examining and reimagining the concept of ‘monument’ today. Work includes drawings, plans, and maquettes
cast in metal.
Special guest artist, Olivia Kim, an adjunct professor at Rochester Institute of Technology, will
be exhibiting artifacts of the Frederick
Douglass Statues from 1899 and 2018.
The work was created as a part of Sculpture Foundry “From
Miniature to Monumental” taught by Professor Coral Lambert and
Art History course “Monuments and Memory” taught by
Professors Hope Childers and Jennifer Lyons.
The artwork is displayed in Special Collections, The Scholes
Project Room, and display cases around the main floor of the
library. The installation was coordinated by Art Librarian, John
Hosford.
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BINGHAMTON
Aleshia Huber

Libraries Renovation
The Glenn G. Bartle Library is preparing for an upcoming renovation of its third floor, which is expected to take place
from July 2021 to Spring 2024. Books have started to be removed this April in order to clear the space for the upcoming
renovation. The roughly 430,000 books will initially be stored in a temporary, offsite location which will not be
accessible. The Science Library basement also just started the process of installing compact shelving. Initially, the third
floor books were to be moved from the Bartle Library directly to the Science Library basement for storage during the
renovation process, but the COVID-19 pandemic has delayed the installation of compact shelving. The Science Library
installation is expected to be completed in October 2021 if the task stays on schedule, when we will then begin to
shelve the third floor books, with all books being made available again by late winter 2022.
Though the inaccessible offsite storage is not ideal, luckily, as part of the SUNY system, we are able to promote available
materials in other SUNYs’ collections through Primo and provide quick resource sharing times. Additionally, in order to
further assist our faculty and students access materials during the renovation, we have become members of Hathitrust.
For the most up-to-date information on our renovation process, check out the renovation tag on our Library News Blog.
Exhibits
The Binghamton University Libraries' Exhibits Committee has just launched their first virtual exhibit: Six Feet Apart;
Masks, Politics and Racism. This virtual exhibit was built using Omeka S and features original mask-themed imagery and
media submitted by members of the Binghamton University community. It seeks to provide context to these creative
submissions with a collection of resources that allow viewers to learn more about racism related to the pandemic and
how masks are seen as both life-saving and political. You can view the exhibit, and learn more about the people who
worked hard on it, at: digitalprojects.binghamton.edu/s/pandemic.
Seed Library
The Binghamton University Libraries now has a Seed Library. It’s located in the
Science Library and currently has a wide variety of herbs, flowers, and vegetables to
choose from. See more information from our Library News Blog post, as well as a
listing of current seeds on our Sustainability LibGuide.
BROCKPORT
Dana Laird

Congratulations to Logan Rath on his promotion to full librarian at Brockport. Logan started at Brockport
in 2008 and currently serves as a Research and Instruction Librarian. He supports classes in education,
psychology, and undergraduate social work. Logan’s research interests include information literacy as a
social practice, effective collaboration, integration of technology in specific contexts, and affordances of
multiliteracies in information literacy. He is currently pursuing his PhD in Curriculum, Instruction & the
Logan Rath
Science of Learning at the University at Buffalo. He was a Chancellor’s Award Recipient in 2016 and is
very involved in professional organizations such as IDS Group and SUNYLA as well as SUNY-wide and
campus-wide committees.
Jennifer Smathers recently returned to Brockport after serving in a year-long position split between
SUNY Libraries Consortium (SLC) and SUNY Library Services (SLS). In her role as Coordinator and Board
Assistant, she focused on new and ongoing initiatives. Additionally, Jennifer coordinated the 2020 SLC
Spring and Fall Meetings.

Jennifer Smathers

(Continued on page 9)
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Erin Sharwell left Brockport earlier this year having been offered the position of Head of Circulation Services at the
University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. She began at Brockport in 2017 as Collections, Discovery Cataloging, and
Metadata Librarian and most recently served as Head of Library Operations. Her adaptability, creativity, and tireless
effort were essential during Brockport’s early transition from Aleph to Alma as well as during the pandemic, ensuring
library space and services were available to patrons.
Margaret Pierce recently left Brockport to embark on a new and exciting position overseeing the new collection facility at
Binghamton University. She provided support to the Brockport Downtown campus since 2019. Her work with students,
faculty, and staff at that location was critical to achieving library support and services for all of our patrons.
BUFFALO
Fred Stoss

The Upstate New York Science Librarians Group (NYSCILIB), established in the mid-1990, is a loosely affiliated and
informal group of predominantly academic science and engineering librarians in New York State. While NYSCILIB
identifies itself with a general geographic region of the state, they are not bound by it, and have science librarians attend
their annual get-togethers from as “far south” as Stony Brook University on Long Island. What ties NYSCILIB together are
our interests in academic science librarianship and our concerns. The UB Libraries Science and Engineering Information
Services team (Jill Hackenberg, Amanda McCormick, Kim Plassche, Erin Rowley, and Fred Stoss) are planning and
hosting the NYSCILIB annual meeting. The event is scheduled to take place virtually October 8th, 2021. Please hold the
date, and check back for more information in early summer.
The University Libraries started a UB Libraries podcast, UB Libraries Out Loud. The first episode debuted on the 1st of
February. The podcast is released monthly. In light of real-time activities in the UB Libraries for Earth Day, for the April
episode, the podcast address sustainability at UB.
Evviva Weinraub Lajoie, Librarian and Vice Provost for University Libraries accepted the role of
LYRASIS Chair to the Board of Trustees and became a mentor through the Association of Research
Libraries (ARL’s) Leadership and Center Development Program. Evviva also presented at the 2020
National Information Standards Organization (NISO) conference, joining a panel presentation, “No
More Big Deal? Picking and Choosing Titles for Use.” The panel discussion reflected that, “More
Evviva Weinraub Lajoie than 20 years since it was first introduced, some institutions are moving away from the “Big Deal”,
which licenses institutional access to a critical mass of content. There are pros and cons of doing so, and this
roundtable discussion will bring together speakers from institutions that have already stepped back from such deals and
those for whom taking that step is — for whatever reason—not yet an option.” Evviva also participated in another panel
discussion, “Cancelling Big Deal Subscriptions and Re-investing in Open,” at the Invest in Open Infrastructure’s (IOI’s)
the second Joint Roadmap for Open Science Tools (JROST) Conference.
Beth Adelman, Librarian and Vice Dean for Legal Information Services, Director of the University’s Charles B. Sears Law
Library and Associate University Librarian for Law, accepted new responsibilities as the University Libraries’ liaison to the
University’s Office of Faculty Affairs. In this role, Beth serves as a member of the Associate Deans for Faculty Affairs
(ADFA) group which includes a faculty affairs representative from each UB unit employing faculty. Beth’s role includes
liaising with the ADFA and being
(Continued on page 10)
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responsible for libraries-wide reporting. Beth was named by the Center for Computer-Assisted Legal Instruction, a nonprofit consortium of law schools, law libraries and related organizations. Composed of seven professionals from the
legal research community across several U.S. law schools, the Fellowship serves the need for law students to
understand the law better. The group’s goal is to revise up to 70 CALI Legal Research lessons to reflect today’s teaching
pedagogy and current circumstances.
Fred Stoss, Librarian, presented “Climate Change—10 by 10: Ten Resources in Ten Categories,” at the
2020 virtual Annual Meeting of the New York State Outdoor Education Association held November 5-8,
and whose theme was the Climate of Outdoor Education. A updated companion site was developed,
“Climate Change—10+ by 10+: Ten+ Resources in Ten+ Categories.” Fred had dual roles at the virtual
Atmospheric Science Librarians International Conference held January 14th, 2021 as part of the 101st
Fred Stoss
American Meteorological Society Meeting (AMS), whose 2021 theme was "Strengthening engagement
with communities through our science and service.” Fred served as Co-Chair with Brian Voss (NOAA) of the ASLI session
on Change and Technology/Collections, and presented, “Citizen Science in Meteorology and the Atmospheric Sciences,”
in the Change and the Profession session. The AMS timetable for presentations was restricted to five minute summaries
of presentations, due to constraints imposed by COVID-19 restrictions. ASLI later held a separate “min-conference” with
all presenters given the full and expanded allotment of time for their talks, as part of ASLI’s two-day (February 18-19,
2021) Atmospheric Science Librarianship 101 program. Fred was requested to expand his presentation which became
“Citizen Science in Meteorology and the Atmospheric Sciences & Information Sources.” The numbers of attendees
exceeded expectations, and greatly exceeded the numbers of attendees at the earlier AMS Meeting.

Vice Provost for University Libraries and Librarian, Evviva Weinraub Lajoie, announced that effective April 15, 2021,
Keith Nichols, Bryan Sajecki, and Nicole Thomas will join the ranks of tenure-track faculty, as Sr. Assistant Librarians
and will serve as Undergraduate Education Librarians. They all were non-tenure track librarians in the Education
Services Team. Bryan and Nicole joined UB in August 2016 after a national search and Keith was hired in July 2017
through the same process to support UB Curriculum, the undergraduate general education program in part-time, term
appointed, faculty positions.
Molly Maloney was also added to a tenure-track position at the rank of Sr. Assistant Librarian and added to the Health
Sciences Library Services Team. Molly was previously a member of the Education Services Team, and is now joining the
HSLS team as the liaison to the School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences.
Erin Rowley, Sr. Assistant Librarian and Head, Science and Engineering Library Services will present
with her colleague Amanda McCormick, Sr. Assistant Librarian, at the annual SUNYLA Conference in
June. Their presentation, entitled “Impacts of SUNY ScienceDirect Cancellation on STEM Faculty at
UB,” will cover findings from an Ithaka S+R-led multi-site study conducted in the fall 2020.
Erin also will present an education session at the Special Libraries Association (SLA) Virtual
Conference in August, with colleagues Carolyn Klotzbach-Russell, Sr. Assistant Librarian, and Dr. Rachel Starry, Digital
Scholarship Librarian at UC Riverside. The session, “Collaborative Approaches to Supporting Inclusive
Entrepreneurship,” will discuss the ongoing collaborative relationship between the Libraries and Blackstone LaunchPad,
the entrepreneurship hub at UB. Erin will also present at the Engineering Libraries Division (ELD) of the American Society
for Engineering Education (ASEE) annual virtual conference in July on her research study findings interviewing
Erin Rowley

(Continued on page 11)
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engineering faculty on their teaching needs. The presentation is based off her conference paper, “Examining the
Teaching Needs of Engineering Faculty: How the Library and Librarian Fit In.” In addition, Erin was recently reappointed
to a second two-year term as Chair of the Awards Committee of the ASEE ELD group.
Amanda McCormick, Chemistry and Physics Librarian, published an article in Issues in Science Technology Librarianship
(ISTL), No. 96 entitled “Collection Development for Librarians in a Hurry: A Survey of the Physics Resources of the
Libraries of the Association of American Universities.”
Molly Maloney, Sr. Assistant Librarian and Pharmacy Liaison Librarian, Keith Nichols, Sr. Assistant Librarian and
Undergraduate Education Librarian, and Bryan Sajecki, Sr. Assistant Librarian and Undergraduate Education Librarian,
built a LibGuide dedicated to identifying and evaluating authority. Timely in its creation, this guide helps students better
understand authority in the context of research and information while providing methods beyond the checklist to
evaluate sources and our perceptions of them. They also included resources on issues of bias, suppressed voices and
marginalized knowledge in addition to helping early undergraduates better understand the peer review process.
Carolyn Klotzbach-Russell, Sr. Assistant Librarian, published an article, “Online Instruction Special
Issue” in Ticker: The Academic Business Librarianship Review, Volume 5, Issue 2, 2021 as a
collaborative effort with faculty in the UB School of Management Global Programs.
Sarah Cogley and Marie Elia will be serving as Interim Co-Archivists effective immediately. Sarah is
currently the Digital Archivist in the University Archives and Marie is the Archivist for Special
Collections.

C. Klotzbach-Russell

John Beatty, Associate Librarian and Faculty Scholarship Outreach Librarian, is the recipient of the
2020 AALL Computing Services section Kenneth J Hirsch Distinguished Service Award. This award
honors a law librarian who has made outstanding contributions to the section and who is well regarded
for their service to the profession. John published “Citation Databases for Legal Scholarship,” in Legal
Reference Services Quarterly, 56 (2020). John also moderated and Terry McCormack, Associate
John Beatty
Librarian, served as 1 of 2 panelists for a 2020 American Association of Law Libraries annual meeting
program called “Bring Your Own Device: No Longer an Option.” Terry represented the academic law library perspective
and Erik Adams (employed at the law firm Sidley Austin) represented the law firm perspective.
Valerie Stannard, Executive Assistant, managed the SUNY Laptop Program put into place assisting students in need of
laptops during the Post-COVID19 Era Crisis.

Nina Cascio, Associate Librarian and International Law Librarian conducted a virtual CLE program webinar for the
University at Buffalo Law Alumni Association entitled, “How to Access Free and Low-Cost Legal Resources for COVID-19
Related Matters.”
Rebecca Chapman, Sr. Assistant Librarian, Undergraduate Law, and Indigenous Outreach Librarian joined the staff of
the University Libraries. Rebecca taught the LAW302 Lecture class, Legal Research Methods.
Marie Elia, Archivist for Special Collections, Designed and taught LIS 570, Archival Arrangement and Description for the
University’s Department of Information Science in the Graduate School of Education.

(Continued on page 12)
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Laura Taddeo, Associate Librarian and Head, Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Team, published
an article with Sergey Dolgopololski, Chair of the Department of Jewish Thought, the Gordon and
Gretchen Gross Professor of Jewish Studies, a Professor in the Department of Comparative Literature,
“Talmud and Philosophy” in Oxford Bibliographies. This work is an extensive bibliography on the theme
of, “Talmud as an Object of Philosophical or Theoretical Inquiry: Comparative Study.”

Laura Taddeo

Roberta “Robin” Sullivan, Teaching and Learning Strategist, Educational Services Team, along with several co-authors,
published a chapter, “Empowering Faculty to Design Technology-Enriched Student Learning: a Constructivist and
Connectivist Hybrid MOOC.” In, P. L. Maki & P. Shea (Eds.) Transforming Digital Learning and Assessment: A Guide to
Available and Emerging Practices, and Building Institutional Consensus. (pp. 99). Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing, 2021.
The chapter describes how faculty are able to seek professional development through alternative means, such as a
MOOC. Robin and her collaborators were invited to contribute the chapter by Peggy Maki, who was UB’s Keynote for
Assessment Day. As an added bonus, Bryan Alexander, a prominent educational technology futurist, who wrote the
forward for the book, invited the authors as his guests on the Future Trends Technology Forum on May 13th. Robin was
awarded a scholarship from SUNY to attend the January 2021 Grants and Proposals: If You Write it, They Will Fund
online course.
Brian Detweiler, Associate Librarian and Interim Associate Director of the Charles B. Sears Law Library, published an
article, “May It Please the Court: A Longitudinal Study of Judicial Citations to Academic Legal Periodicals,” in Legal
Reference Services Quarterly, 39(2-3): 87-118.

Rose Orcutt, Senior Assistant Librarian, and Architecture & Planning Librarian, was featured in the
School of Architecture and Planning in the School’s tribute, “The Builders and the Doers: The School of
Architecture and Planning Celebrates Staff during its Women’s History Month” as part of it celebration
of the contribution of women to the School.
Joe Gerken, Associate Librarian, continued teaching the seminar class, LAW 716 Holmes and
Brandeis.

Rose Orcutt

Liz Stellrecht, Associate Librarian, and Nena Schvaneveldt (University of Utah, Spencer S. Eccles Health Sciences
Library), published the article, “Assessing the Roles and challenges of Librarians in Dental Systematic and Scoping
Reviews,” in the Journal of the Medical Library Association, 109(1):52-61.
Karlen Chase, Scholarly Publishing Specialist, worked with the University at Buffalo’s Information
Technology (UBIT) group with resolution of statistics problems with the University’s Institutional
Repository, long-standing index discovering errors, and configuring the OAI harvester to make UBs
public metadata open to other systems.
Pamela Rose, Web Services and Library Promotion Coordinator, was featured in a GE Healthcare video
talking about the history of healthcare. Pam was interviewed by GE Healthcare’s Mikey Kay regarding
the beginning of health care, and multiple books and instruments from the University at Buffalo’s Health Sciences
Library’s History of Medicine were featured.
Karlen Chase
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BUFFALO STATE
Amy Rockwell

Butler Library has several retirements to announce! Library circulation clerks Carol Henning and Donna Gesel-Youngs
retired in December and January, respectively. Donna Davidoff, Associate Librarian, and Maureen Lindstrom, Librarian,
have announced their retirements most recently. We wish them all the best in their retirements and are grateful for their
many years of dedicated service to both the library and Buffalo State.
Ken Fujiuchi and Hope Dunbar are working on the Empire State Library Network (ESLN)
Pilot Institutional Repository. Buffalo State is one of the pilot institutions evaluating the
potential use of the Archipelago digital collections software as an institutional
repository platform.

l-r: Ken Fujiuchi, Hope Dunbar

ERIE
Keri Thomas-Whiteside

Keri Thomas-Whiteside (North) and Justin Cronise (South) will be joining Hadeen Stokes (City) as LRC Department Chairs
starting June 1st. Special thanks to Taheera Shaheed-Sonubi (South) and Jewel De la Rosa (North) for their hard work
and dedication during their tenure as department chairs.
Taheera Shaheed-Sonubi achieved the rank of Professor, Matthew Best (North) achieved the rank of Principle College
Librarian, Jewel De la Rosa achieved the rank of Senior College Librarian, and Ryan Grimmer achieved the rank of
Senior Systems Librarian this Spring.
Audrey Koscielniak (South) will be retiring from SUNY Erie after 16 years of dedicated service. Her enthusiasm, research,
abilities, and willingness to work with everyone has made a lasting impact on our community. We thank Audrey for her
service to librarianship and her immeasurable contributions to higher education. We hope retirement brings her
wonderful things. She will be greatly missed!
SUNY Erie libraries will be saying farewell to Carrie Owens (South) who will independently continue in librarianship and
pursue her passion in medical research. We appreciate Carrie's contributions to our libraries, students, and faculty and
wish her well in her future endeavors.
SUNY Erie's Academic Vice Provost, Dr. Jamie Smith will be leaving and continuing her profession at Roswell Park Cancer
Institute as Chief Academic Officer. Always a librarian at heart, Dr. Smith has been an advocate for libraries. At the start
of the pandemic and throughout, her leadership has been unwavering and steadfast. We truly appreciate her time,
dedication, and avid support. Although her daily insight will be missed, Dr. Smith will continue in librarianship through
participation on library related boards, committees and in mentorship. Congratulations on her future endeavors!

Allison Fischer

Allison Fischer (City) will be presenting at the Empire State Library Network PILLARS symposium on
Thursday, July 8th. With her co-presenters, Fischer will discuss a program that reintroduced
students to the community in which they were raised, but this time, from the perspective of an adult.
This walking field trip around the town helped students learn where to go and who to ask for many
basic adult functions within their community. The co-presenters, a mix of academic, public, and
school librarians, will show how this program can transcend the school setting and help the various
types of libraries truly become the information center of the community.

Taheera Shaheed-Sonubi and Hadeen Stokes participated in a panel discussion entitled, “Black Women Librarians…
Experiences in White Spaces.” Hosted by WNYLRC on March 25, 2021, this panel consisted of five Black women
(Continued on page 14)
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librarians and provided a platform for their stories to be shared, allowed their experiences to be shared and lead to open
and honest dialogue with participants. SUNY Erie librarian, Jeremy Lyman (South) moderated the discussions and led
the conversations racial microaggressions, imposter syndrome, allyship and creating inclusive and equitable work
environments.
On April 6, 2021, Taheera Shaheed-Sonubi participated in the Racial Equity, Diversity, and
Inclusion in International Education: Historical Context and Tools Conference. This conference was
presented by the Council on International Education Diversity Equity and Inclusion committee and
hosted a session centered on the Racial Equity Impact Analysis (REIA) Tool and how it's been
implemented at SUNY Erie. Serving as a REIA coach, Taheera facilitated discussions and used the
tool to analyze case studies related to the field of international education. This interactive session
allowed participants to envision how they might use the tool in their own offices and departments
Taheera Shaheed-Sonubi moving forward.
Danielle Ptak (South) has been named one of the co-chairs of the WNYLRC Resource Sharing Committee for the
upcoming 2021-22 term alongside Barbara Biljan of Medaille College-Rochester Campus.
Hadeen Stokes helped organize and source panelists and questions for the “Black and Blue: Policing Communities of
Color: A timely discussion on the need for criminal justice reform, within communities of color” on Thursday, February
18th.
The Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, and Anti-Racism Taskforce was approved to become a WNYLRC standing committee in
March of 2021. Taheera Shaheed-Sonubi and Emily Carlin (City) are co-chairs.
The part-time librarians at ECC City hosted another round of Research Paper Workshops live on videoconferencing host
site, WebEx, on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, March 30-April 1. They also organized an Earth Day Trivia event to
be hosted live on WebEx, on Friday April 23 at 11am.
Melissa Laidman (City) presented a Lightning Talk at the ACRL 2021 Conference on April 13-16,
called “Fact or Fiction: Using a live online game format to promote News Literacy in a remote
learning environment.” She also wrote an installment for the ACRL Keeping Up With... newsletter,
which was published Friday, April 16th.
Melissa Laidman
On April 19, 2021, Emily Carlin and Molly Maloney (University at Buffalo) presented “Universal
Design for Learning: Making Your Teaching Work for Everyone” for the Western New York Library Resources Council. This
workshop gave participants a deeper understanding of the principles of Universal Design for Learning—multiple means
of representation, multiple means of action and expression, and multiple means of engagement—as they apply to
information literacy instruction. They discussed how these guidelines can be applied to one-shot, embedded, and forcredit teaching contexts. Participants discussed potential barriers to implementing UDL and brainstormed ways of
overcoming these barriers together.
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FARMINGDALE
Megan Marchese

Public Library Collaboration
Scholarly Communication Librarian, Danielle S. Apfelbaum, recently collaborated with the Levittown Public Library to
produce a 6-part video series entitled, How to Write a Research Paper.
WWI Memorial Oak Tree Centennial
On June 4, 2021, Farmingdale State College will be
celebrating the centennial of the planting of its Memorial
Oak Tree. Planted in the wake of WWI and in the very
early years of the College, the oak has come to symbolize
the strength and fortitude of our college, the oldest public
institution of higher education on Long Island. The tree
was planted in an elaborate ceremony that drew a crowd
of more than 300 to the nascent campus on June 4,
1921. The ceremony incorporated soil from every U.S.
state, territory, and Allied Nation. Librarian April Lynne
Planting of the Memorial Oak Tree, 1921: Memorial Oak, 2021
Earle has mounted an exhibit in Greenley Library which
highlights four key figures in original planting ceremony: Prof. Mary Peters, the faculty member who organized the event;
Henry Hicks, local horticulturist and donor of the tree; Angelo Crisafulli, student veteran who placed the soil from his
homeland of Italy; and Jack Bamforth, the only known student casualty who was killed in action in France. Visit the
Greenley Library College Archives online to learn more about the history of the college during WWI.
FIT
Greta Earnest

In a year of many challenges, we proudly maintained the Library's “workplace vibe” without the workplace! Here are
some of the fun strategies we adopted to remain connected and engaged:
•

Question of the Week. Our staff was invited to share celebrity sightings, favorite foods, and holiday memories-among many other topics--through library-wide emails. It provided a great deal of amusement along with the
opportunity to get to know each other better.

•

Funny Photos. Submissions included furry coworkers, home office spaces, and seasonal views from our windows.
Memes kept things lively and fun.

•

“Caption This” contests. We got creative using images from our own archives.

All photos and responses were documented on our Library Employees Information Portal, an initiative of the Office of the
Library Director to create the library’s own intranet.
Professional development through virtual Library Walks & Talks
We were determined to keep semesters exciting and relevant by continuing Library Walks & Talks, a series of programs
normally offered on site. All are conducted by library personnel exclusively for their colleagues. Highlights included:
•

Lighting Tips for Working From Home

•

Database Troubleshooting Tips & Tricks
(Continued on page 16)
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•

Design x Wikimedia

•

Center for Book Arts Talk & Tour

•

Bridgerton’s Frothy Fantasy of Diversity, Romance, and Pretty Clothes

•

The Sartorial and Literary Stylings of Elizabeth Hawes

Public Programming: FIT Authors Talks and MakerMinds
We continued our FIT Authors Talks series virtually through the Spring ‘21 semester with much success. Speakers
included:
•

Professor Anne Kong on Visual Merchandising and Display

•

Professor Brenda Cowan on Museum Objects, Health and Healing: The Connection Between
Exhibitions and Wellness, and

•

FIT Library Professors Carli Spina and Helen Lane on their recently published book, E-Textiles in
Libraries: A Practical Guide for Librarians

We even relaunched our MakerMinds makerspace series online. We created seven events in total, including: eTextiles
with Adafruit, AR for Anyone, and 3D audio printing.
FIT Library Special Collections And College Archives (SPARC)
SPARC faculty and staff have been extremely busy and fortunate! Over the past few months, it:

•

Received a “Save America's Treasures” grant award of $83,137 to rehouse and better preserve three manuscript
collections, or nearly 100,000 records, created by fashion firms once a part of the nationally-registered Garment
District in New York City. This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services.

•

Received a grant award of $183,750 to digitize, catalog, and make available 27 linear feet, or nearly 55,000 pages,
of the Ruth Finley Fashion Calendar collection, 1941-2014. This project is supported by a Digitizing Hidden
Collections grant from the Council on Library and Information Resources. The grant program is made possible by
funding from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

•

Carried out online SPARC orientations and virtual appointments for classes, students, and scholars.

•

Hosted a virtual open house via Instagram (IG) Live for the immediate FIT community and SPARC’s 17,000 IG
followers to learn more about SPARC’s many treasures and operations (@fitspecialcollections).

Open Educational Resources
The FIT Library is experimenting with using Springshare’s eReserves system as a database of local OER usage. Students
can now search for courses that use OER and/or no-cost alternatives to expensive textbooks in the same place that they
search for research support. We hope that this platform makes the practice more visible to our OER-curious faculty.
Christie’s Education Library Gift
Christie's Education NY is closing its M.A. programs in 2021. Late last year, FIT accepted the donation of its extensive
library of monographs, exhibition catalogs, and hundreds of volumes on art history, the art marketplace (auctions,
dealers, collectors), the business of art, and art law. The collection's emphasis is on modern and contemporary art and
includes many catalogues raisonnés. During these difficult budgetary times we are particularly delighted with this gift!
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GENESEE
Liz Simmons

The staff at the Alfred C. O’Connell Library has been seeing some students in the library again. Our hours will remain the
same for summer, Monday–Friday, 9:00 AM–4:00 PM.
We started loaning Reserves again this semester, with a total of 116 loans processed since January.
Collection Development Librarian Cindy Francis worked with Information Technology faculty to update the Computer
Information Systems collection.

Reference Services Librarian Cindy Hagelberger recently completed a big project creating a GCC fashion
show history guide that involved digitizing posters and programs from 1982 through the present. From
shoulder pads and big hair to slip dresses and flannel, it is a blast from the fashion past!
Systems & Electronic Services Librarian Liz Simmons and Dean of Libraries Jessica Hibbard have been
conducting some brief website usability sessions with students with the goal of improving our website
Cindy Hagelberger navigation and search features.
Instructional Services Librarian Nicki Lerczak has presented 30+ instructional sessions over Zoom this semester and
Nicki and Liz have provided embedded instruction in eight Blackboard courses.
The 20th annual Student Poetry Contest, sponsored every spring by the Alfred C. O’Connell Library, culminated with
awards presented at the college-wide recognition ceremony hosted by the Office of Student Engagement and Inclusion.
The contest was publicized throughout the college community, as well as the
library, and via social media. The winners will join students from past contests on
the library’s Poetry Contest webpage which stays active year-round.
To help promote the 40th Annual Fashion Show (virtual), Collection Development
Librarian Cindy Francis installed a Rendezvous scene in April with fashion design
student Alexis Remington, featuring her designs of grand and luxurious gowns and
well-detailed dresses.

Alexis Remington & some of her designs

GENESEO
Sherry Larson-Rhodes

Hot off the presses—On April 21, the staff at Milne/Fraser Hall Library learned that the Rochester Regional Library
Council (RRLC) had chosen us the Academic Library of the Year! To quote from Corey Ha, Milne Library Director:
Here is a portion of the email from RRLC: “...it was very compelling, telling the story of the adversity faced by the
library with the asbestos closure, moving the library, closing the campus due to COVID, and processing
collections into two different storage areas. Throughout this tumult, the staff worked tirelessly to continue to
provide access to the library's materials and support students and faculty in the virtual environment.”
I am so proud and privileged to be working with such an incredible team of dedicated library staff members.
We’ve gone through so many challenges just in the last 18 months that some libraries may go through in their
lifetime. However, we persevered, stayed together, & worked hard to provide the best library services to our
users.
(Continued on page 18)
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Stacey Robertson, Geneseo’s Provost, said, “This is so well deserved. The library team has pulled together to achieve an
extraordinary accomplishment—despite the obstacles you faced you made sure that students, faculty, and staff were
supported!!! I am in awe of you. As I often say, Milne Library is the best library in the galaxy.”
Alana Nuth, Head of Collection Management, has been leading the enormous effort in tagging, moving, sorting, and
reshelving 100,000 physical items from Milne into stacks in Fraser Hall and into storage in another building on campus.
Look for a fuller story on this in an upcoming SUNYLA newsletter.

The library staff are getting settled in Fraser Hall Library, our home for the next four-ish years. Some of the staff are
working full-time on campus; others are working part-time on campus, and some staff are still working from home full
time. As of early July, we will all be working full-time in Fraser Hall.
In personnel news, Shirley LaGeorgia, Administrative Aide in the library’s Administration Office, has just retired after
working in the library for the last several years. We wish her the best as she moves into the next stage of her life!
Arts and Humanities Librarian Alessandra Otero-Ramos presented two different sessions for the
ACRL 2021 Virtual Conference: Ascending Into the Open Future in April 2021. These two sessions
were originally going to be presented in-person at the ACRL 2021 Conference in Seattle, WA, from
April 14–17, 2021. The conference shifted to a virtual conference because of the serious health
risks posed by COVID-19 and the sessions were rescheduled for April 13–16. At the conference,
Alessandra presented in a panel titled “Latinas in the Library and Information Science World: An
Alessandra Otero-Ramos Interactive Discussion on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion” and a second panel titled "Openness in
Our Institutions: Counteracting Isolation in LIS.” Both panels addressed the topics of diversity, equity, and inclusion from
the BIPOC perspective and experiences.
MARITIME
Reneae Rapp

The 20-21 academic year saw the Stephen B. Luce Library host 13 virtual library lectures with more than 900
attendees. Lecturers included Emmy Award winning journalist Maria Hinojosa and acclaimed historian Harold Holzer
(the latter of which was so popular he almost broke Zoom). The recording of our lecture “The Iran Hostage Crisis and
Prospects for Iran-US Relations in the Biden Presidency” was picked up by CSPAN and aired on their American History TV
program in April.

l-r: Renae Rapp & volunteer cadets organizing DVDs for movie nights; view of the
fiction collection aboard the Empire State VI.

On April 27th, our cadets depart on the Training
Ship Empire State VI for a 140-day summer sea
term. Items from shore were prepped and moved
to the ship in anticipation of sea term, with the
library being staffed this summer by some of our
long-standing student assistants.

Jill Kehoe moderated “Expanded and Narrowed Boundaries of COVID-19 Pandemic” at the Association of Architecture
School Librarians/Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture joint conference in March.
(Continued on page 19)
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In March and April, the Stephen B. Luce Library housed the largest* March Madness bracket in
the Bronx as part of our “stress less” events at the end of the semester. You can view the bracket
and other fun events on our new Instagram page @sblucelibrary! (*Unconfirmed but trust us... it
was big!)
The Luce Librarians with the help of our student workers created four Spotify study playlists for
students during finals week. We also printed out coloring pages featuring intricate mandalas and
our very own Stephen B. Luce!

Stephen B. Luce, sort of

MOHAWK
Jocelyn Ireland

The Rome campus library of MVCC served as a popup COVID-19 vaccination site for Oneida County for much of the
Spring 2021 semester. The space had to be completely reconfigured to make room. The vaccinations were done over
the weekends when the library was closed, so there was very little impact on library services. As of late April, thanks to
the multitude of vaccination site options, Oneida County closed the popup location in the library.
We instituted proactive LibChat widgets on most of the library’s webpages. Chat usage was up 230% at mid-Spring
semester, helping to increase our number of total reference questions answered over the total from the first half of fall
semester.

The embedded librarian program within Blackboard courses continues to evolve.
After the COVID shutdown, Claire Ehrlich, Reference and Instruction Librarian, and
Jocelyn Ireland, Instructional Design Librarian, were embedded in several social
sciences and humanity course sites. During Spring 2021, both librarians received
permission from their instructors to start reviewing student essay drafts submitted
through Blackboard and proactively reaching out to those struggling with using
appropriate sources and citing. Reviewing drafts and reaching out to students has
l-r: Claire Ehrlich, Jocelyn Ireland
been a time consuming task, but it has led to positive connections between
students and librarians that would likely have never developed otherwise. We are looking forward to comparing essay
grades from before this initiative and after to see if proactively reaching out to students from librarians helps improve
grades.
Jocelyn Ireland co-presented with Dr. Todd Marshall and Christine Van Namee a session titled “Designing an EquityMinded Syllabus” at the Connecting, Collaborating, and Celebrating the Art of Teaching (CCCAT) Conference 2021.
Jocelyn is co-presenting with Michael Hoover a session titled “Developing College-Ready Students: A Story of
Collaboration and Active Learning” at the Pillars Symposium in July 2021.
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MONROE
Andrea Kingston

Several library staffers who have been working on campus since the fall semester have
been volunteering to assist with the weekly on-campus COVID-19 testing of faculty, staff,
and students. They include librarians Mary Timmons and Michelle Beechey (pictured),
Library Director Katie Ghidiu, and Tim DeMersman from Archives and Record
Management.
This spring, Katie Ghidiu and Digital Initiatives and Special Projects Librarian Andrea
Kingston helped MCC’s Institute for the Humanities plan, create, and launch its first
digital humanities project, Culture, History & Memory: Bridging Rochester’s Past &
Present, a multimodal, interdisciplinary text and photography exhibition featuring the
l-r: Michelle Beechey, Mary Timmons work of MCC photography and political science students. Katie is a member of the
Institute for the Humanities Committee, which oversees the development of the Institute’s timely, relevant, high-quality,
and regionally focused educational programming. She helped plan the project, provided research support for the
students involved, and ensured that the MCC Libraries were involved in the curation and digital management of the
textual and photographic materials. Andrea created the project’s webpages, which incorporate photos and text by MCC
students as well as custom interactive maps of the local sites explored by the students.
Access Services and OER Librarian Michelle Beechey has been selected as a peer reviewer for two chapters of The OER
Starter Kit for Program Managers, which will be openly published on the Rebus Community platform. According to
Project Lead Abby Elder, “the OER Starter Kit for Program Managers pulls together information, advice, and resources
for those managing OER initiatives in higher education. In addition to an overview of major job responsibilities an OER
program manager might be expected to take on, the book also includes case studies from current program managers
about their work. The audience will primarily consist of OER librarians, program managers, and other support staff who
work with Open Education initiatives in the higher education space.”
NIAGARA
Jean Linn

The Henrietta G. Lewis Library at Niagara County Community College welcomed a new part-time librarian, Lori Stalteri.
Lori has experience in school, public, and academic libraries. Her background in school libraries will be especially
beneficial this summer, as she will be implementing children’s activities in the Library for the College’s summer camp.
Public Services Librarian Andy Aquino is coordinating a summer programming series, Noontime Knowledge. These
events will be open to all College employees, students, and the Niagara County community. Topics include Libby,
streaming film services, evaluating news sources, and using Ancestry library edition.
We are collaborating with the Faculty Resource Center for Academic Excellence to host a book club. Summer 2021’s
book is The Body: A Guide for Occupants by Bill Bryson.
OER initiatives are ongoing. Librarians have been assisting teaching faculty in locating textbook
alternatives.
The College will be celebrating its 60th anniversary during the 2022-2023 academic year. Technical
Services Librarian & Archivist, Jean Linn, will prepare an online exhibit and commemorative book as
Jean Linn
part of the festivities.

SUNYLA NEWS

Page 21

ONEONTA
Sarah Rhodes

Lori Wienke, Jennifer Jensen, and E.K. Lee (UMass Boston) will be presenting Unbound Librarians: Navigating the
challenges and opportunities of remote work while starting a new position at ENYACRL's Spring Conference “2021
Vision for the Future: Open and Accessible” on May 19, 2021.
Jennifer Jensen participated in an invited panel, Academic Libraries and Open
Educational Resources, as part of a webinar series of the Eastern New York Chapter of
the Association of College and Research Libraries held on March 26. The panel
included library faculty from SUNY Albany, CUNY Graduate Center, and SUNY FIT and
was moderated by Jean-Paul Orgeron. The Central New York Library Resources Council
hosted the event.

l-r: Jennifer Jensen, Jean-Paul Orgeron

Jean-Paul Orgeron and Sarah Rhodes were recently elected to the ENYACRL board. Jean-Paul will serve as the
Government Relations Chair and Sarah will serve as Program Chair.
ONONDAGA
Lisa Hoff

Librarians Barb Scheibel and Pauline Lynch Shostack created an online archival game during the
Spring 2021 semester in collaboration with the Town of Onondaga Historical Society called The
Time Bandits Challenge. The game provides an interactive historical experience about Onondaga
Community College and Onondaga Hill. At the end of the game, players have an opportunity to
help OCC grow their archives by sharing their own memories of Onondaga Community College
and/or Onondaga Hill on an interactive online display board.
Tim Saka, Instructional Technology Librarian, presented “Uncomfortable Discussions: Diversity and Inclusion in Library
Instruction,” a break-out session as part of The Georgia International Conference on Information Literacy (GICOIL) on
March 26, 2021. College students are more diverse than ever while libraries remain the least diverse department on
U.S. campuses. His presentation focused on developing cultural competency among librarians.
Onondaga Community College welcomed author Jonathan Mooney to speak on campus as part of this year’s Campus
Common Read events. OCC selected Mooney’s book Normal Sucks: How to Live, Learn and Thrive Outside the Lines as
the Common Read selection for the 2020-21 school year. Mooney’s visit was part of a year-long series of campus wide
conversations, challenging what we think of as normal, what it means to fit in and how to
appreciate the diversity and gifts in of us all. Next year, the Common Read committee has
selected the book Biased: Uncovering the Hidden Prejudice that Shapes What we See, Think and
Do, by Jennifer Eberhardt. Plans are now being made to foster campus programs and discussions
on the topic of the unconscious biases we all have, how they influence our decisions and what
each of us can do about it.
Onondaga Community College is celebrating its 60th Anniversary this year. Library intern Caroline Mann has created a
collection of historic photographs chronicling the rich history of the college. This collection has been added to the New
York Heritage Digital Collection, and the photographs are also featured on the Coulter Library’s archives webpage.
Librarian Rob O’Boyle has written a historical blog, “60 Years On!” which can also be found on the library’s archives
(Continued on page 22)
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page. A traveling collection of historical artifacts has been curated and will be on display in
various locations around the college.
OCC Coulter Library received a grant from the Central New York Regional Library Council
this spring to digitize part of the Frederick Marvin Musical Score Collection. Working with
faculty from the music department, selections of this collection, which include difficult to
find musical scores, will be digitized and made available to the campus and wider
community.

Historic photograph, Onondaga CC

OSWEGO
Morgan Bond

SUNY Oswego’s SeedShare
Penfield librarians, Erin Kovalsky and Morgan Bond collaborated with the Office of
Sustainability to bring seed sharing and gardening knowledge to the SUNY Oswego community
through a new program called the SeedShare. The official launch of SUNY Oswego’s
SeedShare was on Earth Day, April 22, 2021.
The SeedShare project seeks to support student learning, and mental and physical well-being
through experiential learning opportunities. Ultimately, we hope to explore ways to further
develop this project into an effective academic opportunity for students and to forge
partnerships across the campus. Participants can take up to 4 packets per season, with no obligation to save and return
seeds. The complete list of available seeds, growing information, and related programs can be found on the library’s
SeedShare libguide.
Display To Archives
Since 1988, the Display-to-Archives Program is an ongoing, campus-wide effort to recognize, exhibit,
collect, and promote access to SUNY Oswego faculty’s scholarly and creative work. Though this
program was initiated for faculty, staff also participate and add to the impressive range and depth of
scholarly and creative work done at SUNY Oswego. Between March 2020 and March 2021, thirty-six
faculty and staff contributed sixty-three examples of their work to the Faculty Scholarly & Creative
Works collection in the college archives. A virtual celebration of this year’s event, including a slideshow,
bibliography, and a message from the Provost, is available.
POLYTECHNIC
Rebecca Hewitt

Pandemic showers gave way to a number of spring 2021 flowers at the SUNY Polytechnic library, including the following:
For the third time in four years, the graduating class selected the library as the recipient of its class gift (this assertion
errs on the side of caution; no idea if a class gift was given in 2020!). Our lobby will soon be adding a new vending
machine (contents as yet unknown) thanks to the Class of 2021. In previous years, the library added charging stations
and rolling and wall mounted dry erase boards courtesy of graduating classes.
In April, the library was notified that its 2021 NYS Access & Digitization Grant application resulted in an award of $8,600
to continue digitizing, and making available via the free website NYS Historic Newspapers, issues of the Utica Observer
(Continued on page 23)
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and Utica Daily Observer from 1894-1914. An A&DG grant award in 2020 allowed us to digitize older issues of the
papers, 1839-1894.
Also in April, the SUNY Polytechnic Utica Faculty Assembly Senate overwhelmingly passed a resolution in support of
campus funding for additional professional librarian hires.
Finally, our campus is actively exploring possible collaboration between the bookstore and library to provide course texts
and other learning materials through the LMS. If any SUNY library is collaborating with the campus bookstore, we would
love to hear from you at library@sunypoly.edu. Many thanks.
SCHENECTADY
Giovannine Matheron

Jacqueline Keleher-Hughes and Caroline Buff are working with SUNY Schenectady to reinforce information literacy
throughout the college.
SUNY Schenectady continues to serve as a vaccination site and has opened up vaccination appointments to all
students, as well as faculty and staff.
STONY BROOK
Jennifer DeVito

National Poetry Month
On April 6, 2021, the University Libraries held a virtual poetry reading in honor of National Poetry Month. Hosted by Lisa
Socci, Head of Public Services, participants were invited to read poems they wrote or ones that were
meaningful to them. The group discussed the poems and explored how the genre can be an effective
creative and emotional outlet. All participants received a University Libraries Swag Bag. They
expressed appreciation for the opportunity to share their poetry and to hear the works of others. This
year is the 25th anniversary of National Poetry Month, which was started in April 1996 by the
Academy of American Poets to highlight the importance of poetry.
Lisa Socci
Escape rooms
SBU Libraries continued it's exploration of escape rooms as an engagement tool this spring after running an
asynchronous escape room game in the fall. A team of librarians designed a live online event called Escape the Library
Mystery Tour. Hosted through Zoom, it featured four games that teams had to navigate in fifteen minute time slots. Each
game was created on Google Forms and featured a scripted scenario involving 4-5 challenges with questions that had to
be answered. Players registered as teams and were sent to a Zoom breakout room for each game. In the room, the
librarian host shared their screen and read through the scenario, leaving time for the teams to talk amongst themselves
before giving their final answer. The librarian then entered their answer and moved them through the form.
Players were encouraged to register as a team, with a Qualtrics form used to collect emails and names. Five teams
registered with 2-7 members each. Six individuals registered, whom we organized into their own team (the "Han Solos").
While the design of each game was a challenge in and of itself—accomplished through sharing ideas and consulting
existing games and game-design resources—the logistics of game night presented a number of issues. Of our initial
team of four librarians, one was dedicated to running the Zoom infrastructure—admitting users, assigning and moving
(Continued on page 24)
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people through breakout rooms—and did not participate in running a game. Two additional people were enlisted to help
in that capacity—an additional librarian and a library social media intern. Staffing, thus, is a key factor in running
multiple live games.
The final schedule included four time slots of fifteen minutes each, one of which involved a self-paced game that didn't
require a librarian host. With such a tight schedule, we were concerned that teams might not have enough time per
game. Clues were provided and scores kept for each game, showing that all teams completed every game with two
achieving perfect scores. As an added incentive, we embedded a Google Sheet in a blog post on the Library's home page
to update scores in real time.
In all, twenty-three students and staff participated. We are doing some follow-up surveys but evidence shows that many
were graduate-level students. This meshes with some of what we saw in our fall game, suggesting that this type of
activity is not primarily a new-student/library orientation event but appeals to a wider demographic. And as in the fall,
some participants followed up and asked to be kept informed when new games were offered.
Digital Humanities Show & Tell
On March 3rd, 2021, in collaboration with University Libraries Digital Projects, the SBU Center for Digital Humanities
hosted a Digital Humanities Show & Tell presentation entitled “Mirador 3.0 IIIF Image Viewer for Digital Collections and
Research.” Chris Sauerwald, Multimedia Specialist, presented the event via Zoom video conference. Attendees virtually
toured the SBU Libraries Digital Projects and Exhibits website and learned how the new open source Mirador 3.0 image
viewer, which is now integrated into all of SBU Libraries’ digital collections presented in Omeka S 3.0, can be used.

Stony Brook University Libraries invites you to visit a new digital collection, Mirroring Hope: The Bhungroo Irrigation
Technology Oral History Project. The digital collection is built from the research of Peg Spitzer (formerly Christoff),
Interim Undergraduate Director, Institute for Globalization Studies and Senior Lecturer, Program in Writing and Rhetoric
at Stony Brook University (SBU), and Jamie Sommer, former PhD student at SBU and currently Assistant Professor at the
University of South Florida (USF). Peg and Jamie went to Gujarat, India to learn more about how an innovative irrigation
technology, called Bhungroo (“straw” in English), was empowering women there after an earthquake in 2001, followed
by monsoons, devastated the region. Their research presented in this digital collection includes an oral history project,
narrative and research essays, and a visualization project by Schema Design, LLC and has already inspired others to
start their own research projects and propose similar irrigation systems in, for example, Kenya, Vietnam, and Costa Rica.
University Libraries hosts successful symposium
On April 9, 2021, Stony Brook University Libraries hosted an inaugural symposium on Advancing Equity in Higher
Education on Long Island. This event brought together 135 college and university community members and thought
leaders from across the region in order to help develop inter-institutional connections and grow a regional community of
practice around diversity work.
We were excited to welcome as keynote speakers Professors Kiersten Greene and Anthony Dandridge of SUNY New
Paltz. Their talk, “Black Lives Matter at SUNY: Disrupting White Supremacy in the Classroom and on Campus,” situated
the Black Lives Matter at School (BLMS) movement in a P-20 educational context. Drawing on their ongoing experience
of establishing and growing the BLMS Collective at SUNY New Paltz, they reflected on the numerous obstacles and
successes of their collaborative work over the past three years, and tied that work to their contribution to the text Black
Lives Matter at School: An Uprising for Educational Justice.
(Continued on page 25)
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This symposium also featured remarks from the Stony Brook University President, Dr. Maurie McInnis, the SBU Vice
President for Equity & Inclusion and Chief Diversity Officer, Dr. Judith Brown Clarke, and Interim Dean for University
Libraries, Shafeek Fazal. We welcomed 15 speakers in sessions on topics such as Campus Climate, Pedagogy and
Instruction, and Post-College Transition. This symposium was sponsored by Stony Brook University Libraries and funded
in part by a Stony Brook University Presidential Mini-Grant for Departmental Diversity.
SUFFOLK
Joan Cook

Fabio Montella, Assistant Professor of History and Library Services was selected to work with a group
of thought leaders on the Librarian WikiWisdom, a peer collaboration platform sponsored by the
Library of Congress Kluge Center. Its purpose is “to learn from America’s librarians how you discern
credibility and authenticity in information sources, how you communicate that to students and public
library users, and what role librarians should play in helping the greater community find common
ground in shared facts.” At the conclusion of the online conversation, Fabio was one of the selected
Fabio Montella
voices to work with a moderator to create a report showcasing his experience. Fabio’s working
group’s final report was presented to the Director of the Kluge Center at the Library of Congress, Dr. John Haskell,
President of the American Library Association Julius Johnson, and Dr. Danielle Allen, winner of the 2020 Kluge Prize.
Most recently, Fabio was honored statewide with the New York State Outstanding Library Award. He was one of three
Long Island librarians to receive this award.

Susan Wood, Associate Professor of Library Services on the Eastern Campus, presented ”Creating a Custom LGBTQ+
Ally Training Program for College Employees: Braver Spaces at Suffolk County Community College” at the Symposium on
Advancing Equity in Higher Education on Long Island on April 9, 2021, at Stony Brook University.
In February, Dana Antonucci-Durgan, was appointed Interim Head Librarian of the Ammerman Campus in addition to her
position as Head Librarian on the Eastern Campus.
Our long-time colleague and friend, Susan DeMasi, has retired from Suffolk County Community
College. Susan began her SCCC career in 1999 as the media librarian at the Ammerman Campus.
During her time there, she was active with the Suffolk Center on the Holocaust, Diversity & Human
Understanding (now called Center for Social Justice and Human Understanding). Sue was the lead
writer for the College’s 2007 Middle States Accreditation Self-Study. In 2010, Sue transferred to the
Michael J. Grant Campus in Brentwood. Besides her involvement in collection development, electronic
Susan DeMasi
resources and outreach for the Grant Campus library, she worked with various groups and on
committees on campus such as the drama club. Although Sue misses her colleagues, she is enjoying her retirement:
sleeping late, hiking, and freelance writing. She is also continuing her work on promoting the ideas of the 1930s New
Deal, which was the focus of her sabbatical in 2015. Sue will be teaching a National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) course on this topic this summer and has contributed an essay to a book for the University of Massachusetts
Press. We miss Sue, her smile and sense of humor and wish her all the best in her retirement!
Congratulations to Susan Lieberthal, Head Librarian on the Ammerman Campus, who retired in January. Susan started
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her SUNY career at Stony Brook University, first as a business librarian and then as interlibrary loan
librarian. When Susan accepted the position of Campus Head Librarian at the Ammerman campus of
Suffolk County Community College, she became involved in SCLD, now SLC, serving as the SCLD and
SLC secretary and a member of the SLC board. Susan was a strong voice not only for a unified SLC
but as an advocate for the community colleges and the downstate SUNY libraries. She has been a
staunch advocate for OERs which the college faculty has embraced. She spearheaded many activities
Susan Lieberthal
on the Ammerman Campus including the “study well” end of semester coffee receptions, annual
STEM events and a partnership with the Department of Radio & TV on events showcasing the extensive history of radio
invention on Long Island. Susan presented several times at various SUNYLA conferences. She was also actively involved
in other library organizations including chairing the ALS ACRL STARS task force to identify staffing needs in interlibrary
loan departments nationally. Susan was especially proud of the many work study students she mentored who went on to
work at the college as college aides in the library. Susan and her husband are now living in Franklin, MA which is
appropriately home to the first public library in the country.
TOMPKINS CORTLAND
Karla Block

Librarian Karla Block and faculty members Kerry Curran and Gina Gammage-Sikora are co-chairs for the College’s new
Academic Integrity Policy Ad Hoc Committee. The committee’s charge is to review current policies and make
recommendations to the Provost’s Office as appropriate. Work began as spring semester was winding down, and will
continue throughout the summer and fall semester 2021. Karla also recently updated the library’s academic integrity
and plagiarism pages, which serve as a repository of information and strategies for faculty and students.
Librarian Eric Jenes served as a primary coordinator for the Connecting, Collaborating, and Celebrating the Art of
Teaching Conference, better known as CCCAT. The conference brings together faculty from Mohawk Valley, Finger
Lakes, Monroe, Onondaga, Cayuga, and Tompkins Cortland Community Colleges to share experiences and innovations
in the world of teaching. The Keynote speaker was David Gooblar, author of The Missing Course: Everything They Never
Taught You about College Teaching, who discussed the ways the status quo classroom could perpetuate and exacerbate
inequality and how effective teaching from a growth mindset could help reverse it. The conference featured concurrent
sessions from presenters at Tompkins Cortland, Mohawk Valley, Onondaga, and Finger Lakes ranging from creating and
assessing anti-racist writing assignments to learning apps for remote teaching to online class hacks for students with
ADHD. This year’s conference was hosted virtually and marked a return of the conference after a two-year hiatus. Over
200 people registered and the conference organizers hope to return to an in-person conference in 2022.
Librarian Susanna Van Sant was re-elected as treasurer of the faculty union.
In April, faculty member Kerry Curran presented to the Board of Trustees regarding the English department’s 2020
developmental education cohort (ENGL100-098-049). Librarian support (including online research videos, source
content, and librarians embedded into course sections)—especially from librarian liaisons Eric Jenes and Susanna Van
Sant—was recognized as a factor in higher student success rates for students in these developmental English courses.
Kerry additionally commented at a March faculty meeting, “The librarians have been fantastic at adapting to our Dev Ed
online learning community and making research accessible, with a personal touch!” and further added, “It has helped
create community online so well.”
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After librarian Karla Block held a research paper party for nursing students in March 2020 (immediately prior to the halt
of in-person classes at the College), nursing faculty requested additional research paper parties for second semester
nursing students finalizing their disease papers. Six sessions occurred over two days; Karla and a nursing faculty
member were present at each session. Groups of nursing students alternated approximately two hours at the research
paper parties with an additional two hours in skills lab.
The sessions focused on general writing mechanics, APA formatting and citation style, and research skills including
evaluating sources and limiting searches to locate current nursing journal articles. While many questions were resolved
during the parties, other questions led to valuable follow-up between nursing students and Karla, their librarian liaison.
Nursing students and nursing faculty alike found the research paper parties helpful.
“Thank you, I read these articles [you sent after the paper party] and it’s exactly what I needed, thanks again for
your help.”
“I think it went very well. We ruined a few people’s day by telling them that no, they didn’t have any nursing
journals, but then were able to help them find some. We got to correct a lot of APA and general mechanical
issues. The students were, for the most part, engaged and working. I am optimistic that we may move the
needle...on the quality of papers we get…”
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