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It is almost summertime and you know what that
means… the Annual Conference is almost here! I hope
you will join us at Farmingdale State College June 8-10.
This may be my first opportunity to meet many of you
face-to-face. If you are a new member, or if this is your
first SUNYLA conference, I hope you will be able to
Jocelyn Ireland
attend the New Member Meeting taking place June 8th
right before the Membership Social. I am looking forward to making new
connections and learning from all of the brilliant minds of SUNYLA. Karen Gelles
(2nd VP) and her planning team are putting together a wonderful program. Dr.
Rachel Ivy Clarke will be our keynote speaker. There will be select sessions
offered live streamed for those that are not able to attend in-person. Registration
is open now and will close on May 27th. Thank you to our conference sponsors
for helping us keep registration affordable.
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On Thursday, April 21st, SUNYLA offered a Future Librarians Day. The day
consisted of three panels of SUNYLA members providing insight and advice for
aspiring librarians. Thank you to Amanda Lowe (Albany) for organizing the event
and all of the panelists for sharing your knowledge and encouraging future
colleagues. We hope this event will continue for years to come.
I also wanted to express my appreciation to two new chairs that filled in
vacancies. Morgan Bond (Oswego) stepped up at a crucial time when scholarship
applications were due to be the new Scholarship Chair. Fabio Montella (Suffolk)
is the new Professional Development Committee Chair. I look forward to working
with Fabio to expand the Mentoring Program and continue to grow the
professional development offerings of SUNYLA.
This is my last newsletter post as President. It was a pleasure serving you. The
organization is in wonderful hands with Jennifer DeVito (Stony Brook).

I got my conference swag
early! Where’s yours?

www.cafepress.com/profile/sunyla
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CAMPUS NEWS & NOTES
ADIRONDACK
Danielle Thomas

We would like to congratulate Teresa Ronning and Joyce Miller on their Emeritus status! Teresa and
Joyce both retired last year. Joyce currently works part-time, two days a week at our library.
Danielle Thomas, our Research Services Librarian, was recently nominated for the President's Award
for Excellence. She was nominated for multiple reasons including her work in DEI initiatives at our
college. This is Danielle's first year as a faculty member.

Danielle Thomas

Bailey Durham was recently accepted into University at Albany's MSIS program. She will begin the graduate program this
coming summer. Bailey was previously our Library Services Assistant, and was promoted to a full-time support staff
position this past year.
ALBANY
Kabel Stanwicks

Lauren Puzier, User Experience Librarian, (and Rebecca Nous) won the top prize at the Technology from Sage Innovators
Awards for their presentation “System Status in Discovery.” You can see their presentation and watch the
announcement at ElectronicLibrarian.Org.
Camille Chesley has been promoted to Head of Reference & Research Services and was elected ALA
Councilor-at-Large for 2022-2025.
Allison Hosier has been promoted to Head of Information Literacy and has a new
book out, Using Context in Information Literacy Instruction, with ALA Editions.

Amanda Lowe

Camille Chesley

Amanda Lowe, Outreach & Marketing Librarian, recently had her entry, University Libraries Support the
Freedom to Read, accepted for showing at the 2022 ARL Film Festival at the joint ARL/CARL
Association meeting in Toronto, Canada on April 26th.

BINGHAMTON
Aleshia Huber

We have had several new hires these past couple months. Please join us in welcoming all of them:
Caitlin Holton is our new Digital Initiatives Assistant. She will be supporting The ORB (our Institutional Repository) as well
as digital preservation, digitization, and digital collection initiatives. Caitlin previously worked as a Reference Specialist
and Reproductions Coordinator at Cornell University and was a volunteer with the Durland Alternatives Library/Prisoner
Express. Caitlin has a Master of Science in Book History and Material Culture from the University of Edinburgh and a
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Creative Writing from Roger Williams University (RI).
Mary Tuttle joined us as the Subject Librarian for History and Middle Eastern and Ancient Mediterranean Studies. Mary
(Continued on page 4)
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has a BA in Russian Studies and an MA in History, both from Binghamton University. She has held
several positions in the Binghamton University Libraries since 2013 including Special Collections &
Preservation Assistant, Visiting Assistant Librarian, and Collection Moves and Project Coordinator.
Maggie McNeely has joined us as the University Archivist. Maggie did her undergraduate studies in
Mary Tuttle
arts and humanities at Seton Hill University in Greensburg, PA. She subsequently lived in Eastern
Massachusetts for 23 years and earned her Masters in Library and Information Science in archives management from
Simmons College in Boston, MA in 2004. She has been working in various archivist roles at Brandeis University since
2005.

Ning Jiang

Ning Jiang joined Binghamton University Libraries as the Annex Collections Assistant. Ning received
her bachelor’s degree in Information Technology and Commercial Management from the
Northeastern University in China, and received her master’s degree in Statistics from the University
of Neuchatel in Switzerland. She also received a scholarship for Ph.D in Statistics from Binghamton
University. Ning’s research interest is in applying her statistical knowledge to solve real world
problems, including library science. In her free time, Ning enjoys hiking, reading, baking and
spending time with her family.

Katie Berwald joined the Libraries as Collections Assistant, helping make sure everything is ready
to move into the new Collections Management Facility. She received a dual Bachelor’s from St.
John Fisher College, where she studied Media & Communication and Digital Cultures & Technology
and recently graduated from Syracuse University with a Master’s in Library and Information
Science. Those three areas of study have led to a professional interest in digital preservation and
catalog creation. She finds herself increasingly fascinated by how digital objects can be preserved,
as well as how to ensure that they are usefully preserved, and how to select what warrants
preservation.

Katie Berwald

We also have had some staff promotions. Rachel Turner has been promoted from Interim Head to Head of Cataloging/
Metadata. Kimberly Van Dick has been promoted to Office Assistant 2.
Yvonne Deligato is retiring May 26. Yvonne has served as Binghamton’s first University Archivist since August 1999,
working with virtually every unit across the institution as well as with students and alumni to preserve and share the
school’s history. During that time Yvonne also has been responsible for developing and promoting the Local History
Collection. We thank Yvonne for her many years at Binghamton!
Congratulations to Dr. Nancy Abashian and Dr. Tim Lavis in their successful completion of their doctoral program!
Congratulations to Fran Sala who was chosen as CSEA Local Union's (#648) 4th Vice President!
To help instructors prepare for the upcoming SUNY Gen Ed changes, librarians Aleshia Huber and Megan Benson
presented two workshops co-hosted by the Center for Learning and Teaching titled “Adding Information Literacy into
Your Courses,” with one workshop for the humanities and one for STEM. The workshops were well-received by attendees
and there are plans to repeat them again in the fall.
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BROCKPORT
Dana Laird

SUNY Brockport will be well represented at the SUNYLA Conference in Farmingdale!
Wendy Prince, Jamia Williams, and Dana Laird will be presenting on the formation and successes of the Student
Engagement Committee. This committee led a year-long, concerted effort to reach out to forge and strengthen
relationships with students and organizations on campus, using a variety of events, contests, and connection points.
Logan Rath defended his dissertation, entitled “Information Literacy is a Social Practice: Refinement of a Threshold
Concept for Academic Instruction Librarians,” on May 3rd. He will be presenting his study at SUNYLA on Friday, June
10th at 9:30am.
Drake Memorial Library hosted the New York Heritage Traveling Exhibit
Immigration in New York State, 1650-1950 in February. Along with the
exhibit, we had a Diversitree where patrons could add leaves with their own
family’s immigration story.
Diane Fulkerson, Library Director, retired at the end of February. Pam
O’Sullivan was appointed Interim Director and SUNY Brockport began the
search for a new Library Director.
Jennifer Smathers left Brockport to join the Monroe County Library System &
Central Library as Associate Director. Jennifer served Drake Memorial Library
in several roles during her time here, including Head of Technical Services
and former Interim Library Director.
Ken Wierzbowski left Brockport to join the University of Rochester River
Campus Libraries as Discovery Services Librarian. During his time at Drake
Memorial Library, Ken was Systems Librarian and ran Makerspace.

Students with the Diversitree

BUFFALO STATE
Amy Rockwell

This spring we are thrilled to welcome Justin Crossfox and Julie Setele as our new
User Experience and Outreach Librarians. Justin joins us as the former branch
manager at Great Neck Library and holds an MLS from Queens College and a BA in
English and Political Science from SUNY Albany. Julie holds an MLIS from the
University of Missouri, an MA and PhD in Sociology from the University of California
at Davis, and a BA in Sociology and Women’s Studies from Case Western Reserve
(l-r) Justin Crossfox. Julie Setele
University. They previously served as an assistant professor in the Department of
Anthropology & Sociology at Webster University. Welcome, Justin and Julie!
Ken Fujiuchi, Head of Research and Instruction and Emerging Technology Librarian, Christopher Hulsman, Electronic &
Educational Resources Librarian, Joseph Riggie, Head of Information Management, and Jason Barone, Technology
Services Coordinator at the Western New York Library Resources Council (WNYLRC) will present Empire State Immersive
Experiences (ESIE): Preserving Reality in Context at the SUNYLA 2022 Annual Conference in June and as a poster
(Continued on page 6)
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presentation at the Code4Lib 2022 Conference in May. ESIE is a service of WNYLRC which provides a repository
platform for 360-degree images of places, locations, and objects. These images are searchable through user-generated
metadata and can be transformed into virtual tours using integrated tools to add directional inputs and hotspots.
We are deeply saddened by the death of Wanda Slawinska, associate librarian and curator of the
Fronczak Room and Polonia Collections, who died February 26, 2022. Wanda joined Buffalo State
in 1973 as an assistant librarian and brought a wealth of linguistic knowledge and became the
cataloguer for what was at the time an abundance of incoming Slavic language books. She
completed the Index and Introduction to the Francis E. Fronczak, M.D., Papers, 1874-1955, which
has proven to be the cornerstone of Buffalo State’s Polonia collections. Wanda’s impact on Buffalo
State personnel, as well as the community overall, led to the creation of sizable endowments to the Wanda Slawinska
college. She regularly met with international students and served on the college’s various student advisory committees.
She was immensely active in the local Polish community and provided tangible examples of ethnographic culture—
examples that helped to form a nucleus around one of our region’s rich cultural groups. Wanda will be immensely
missed. A funeral service was held Wednesday, March 9th.
Amy Rockwell, First-Year Experience Librarian, earned promotion to the rank of Librarian, effective
September 2022. During her career, Amy has successfully taken on a variety of roles in the areas of
curriculum materials, assessment, accessibility, and instruction. In particular, she has made
significant contributions to the campus’ Learning Communities and to the library’s information literacy
efforts, having taught myriad workshops, one-shots, and classes, including Introduction to Library
Amy Rockwell
Research Methods (LIB 100). Her achievements were also recently recognized by her receipt of the
President’s Award for Excellence in Librarianship.
COBLESKILL
April Davies

On April 28, we had our first in-person Student Learning
Showcase since COVID-19 hit. Sponsored by Van Wagenen Library
and the Honors Program, the event added new categories to
showcase the breadth of SUNY Cobleskill applied learning across
the curriculum. There were poster presentations, poetry readings,
livestock demonstrations, capstone project videos, and more.
Many of the submissions are now available in our Institutional
Repository.
Bird’s eye view of the Student Learning Showcase

And in true only-atCobleskill fashion— a pony from one of the demonstrations jumped their fence
and took off. Students chased him halfway across campus and finally caught up
to him on the Old Quad. Two of our librarians were in a Zoom meeting at the time
and another attendee had a ringside seat from his office window. There is
nothing quite like pony-on-the-loose play-by-play to liven up a faculty governance
Run, pony, run!
meeting!
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ERIE
Keri Thomas-Whiteside

Reviving a collection that had been earmarked for removal years ago—but luckily was set aside for
further review—Barrett Gordon (City) performed an extensive assessment of the collection identifying
nearly 200 titles to retain and include within a new Black History Collection at City Campus. With the
input of students and faculty, the newly-highlighted circulating collection will be an indispensable
resource for researchers interested in classic and little-known texts spanning a wide range of the
Black American experience, including Black liberation, music, literature and the arts; primary sources
Barrett Gordon
and oral histories documenting the experience of slavery, the Civil War, Reconstruction, Jim Crow,
and Black Power; and critical analyses of issues like segregation, redlining, equity, democracy, race relations and racism
in America.
On March 23rd, the Libraries participated in Erie’s first Student Engagement and Wellbeing Summit. Barrett Gordon
(City) presented Your Library/ies, Optimized (virtual). The presentation provided an overview of the SUNY Erie libraries'
lesser-known, more exciting features: from relatively hidden, deep quiet zones to unique interdepartmental
collaborations; from select, niche collections across the 3 different campuses to intuitive visual learners’ tools within
select databases; and from maker labs to VR portals. Barrett covered a healthy dose of material illustrating the many
ways the libraries support the SUNY Erie community. Jewel De La Rosa (North) also tabled at the event with information
and outreach materials.

Jewel De la Rosa (North) presented on Erie’s Embedded Librarian program as a Panelist during the SUNY Effective
Practices Showcase during the SUNY Online Summit 2022.
On April 6th, Jewel De la Rosa (North) and Jackie Coffey Scott (North) presented at
the first SUNY Spotlight series. Creating and Scaling an Embedded Librarian
Program: Using Blackboard to Disseminate Resources and Collaborate in a Remote
Setting. They discussed the creation, management, and growth of the Embedded
Librarian program. With the increasing demand for virtual library instructional
support, the program has seen exponential growth during the past few academic
(l-r) Jewel De la Rosa; Jackie Coffey Scott
years. In order to facilitate an efficient and sustainable model, librarians created a
Blackboard “course” to store, share, and embed videos, LibWizard tutorials, handouts, and other course content. This
content is created and shared by librarians in a format that can be easily copied into other courses.
Erie South library is transforming the existing Quiet Study Room into a more flexible, multi-purpose space that can also
be used for events and programs or reserved as collaborative instructional space for classes or groups. The new design
features mobile study carrels and tables that can be reconfigured for different uses or simply wheeled out of the room.
So far this semester, this room has been used for a number of speaker events, the “Project Connect” initiative (see the
February newsletter for more detail about this student-led community building group), club and department meetings,
class activities, and a film screening. South Library has also turned the periodical lounge area into a semi-dedicated
presentation space leading up to hosting the SUNY Erie Open Studios Symposium (April 25-28), a series of events at
South Campus featuring student and faculty scholarship, lectures, panel discussions, pop-up events, live music, poetry,
student artwork, and more. The following week (May 5), the library will be presenting an Arab-American Heritage event
featuring two of our own: Janet Thabit (library technology clerk), and Iman Abuhamra (library student assistant).
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ESF
Jane Verostek

Moon Library is wrapping up construction on a new cafe in the library and the relocation of
our Circulation and Reference desk. The transformation of our new entry with the new cafe
and desk at the entryway will be completed approximately mid-May.
During the height of construction the sheetrock that surrounded the construction zone was
Moon Library under construction
turned into an impromptu art wall by students. Now that the sheetrock is gone—a
moveable art wall has just been placed in the library for students to continue to express their creativity. The paper used
on this new portable art wall is made by SUNY ESF students
in Paper Science and Engineering classes in our paper mill
on campus!
A Read and Publish agreement that Moon Library had with
Cambridge University Press was a very positive experience
Moveable art wall with handmade paper
and the agreement ended up paying for itself!
An exhibit that Moon Library annually collaborates with—The Syracuse Poster
Project—chose Jane Verostek, Associate Librarian as one their poets for the
2022 Poster Series! Jane's poem was illustrated by a local artist and will be
exhibited in various venues in Central New York.

Jane Verostek

Poster featuring Jane’s poem

GENESEE
Elizabeth Simmons

GCC Library unveiled a promo video that was in the works for a long time, with the
talents of our MarCom department and student narrator Francesca Pieter.
We recently collaborated with the Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) at the
college to provide enhanced academic support services to students in the program.
EOP students can now come to the library to borrow laptops provided by EOP, as
well as access a customized reserve textbook collection.

The 21st annual Student Poetry Contest sponsored by the library culminated in mid-April, with students receiving their
awards at the campus-wide recognition ceremony in early May. The winners’ work joins poetry from past contests on the
library’s Poetry Contest webpage which stays active year round.
Nicki Lerczak, in collaboration with Inclusive Excellence Committee Chair, Kate Klaiber, and
Collection Development Librarian, Cindy Francis, has made significant modifications to the library’s
Racial Equity and Inclusion Guide. The guide, renamed the Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, & Social
Justice Resources Guide, has been expanded to include resources devoted to additional
demographic groups beyond our original focus of African Americans/Blacks, such as: Asian
Americans/Pacific Islanders, Hispanics/Latinos, Native Americans/First Nations, and International
Migrants/Refugees. The guide highlights book and audio resources for the various groups on
multiple topics and there are also sections devoted to Children’s Literature and Children’s Literature Awards.
(Continued on page 9)
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We rebooted our student worker program in the library for the first time in more than six years. Circulation Manager Amy
Westfall and Systems and Electronic Services Librarian Liz Simmons have been co-supervising two student workers who
are assisting with equipment and collection cleaning, student laptop maintenance, archives projects, and other tasks as
needed.
GENESEO
Brandon West

Personnel News
In February 2022, Jonathan Grunert resigned as our Research Instruction Librarian for the sciences. He is still part of
the SUNY family, serving as the Scholarly Publishing Librarian at the University of Buffalo. The College Cabinet swiftly
approved the library’s application to hire a new sciences librarian, and the search is currently underway!
Librarian Scholarship
In February, Sherry Larson-Rhodes, Geneseo's First Year Experience Librarian, along with colleagues from George Mason
University and Marquette University, presented a facilitated dialogue workshop at the 41st Annual Conference on the
First-Year Experience, in Orlando, FL. Titled “What I Wish My MLIS Taught Me About FYE,” participants worked in small
groups to identify FYE-related skills and concepts that they did—or did not—learn about during their library/i-school
experience. Following a whole-group sharing of this information, participants then built outlines for an FYE-related
course or professional development. Sherry and her colleagues are continuing to gather information on this topic from
librarians, so if you're interested in contributing, please contact her.
Education Librarian Becky Leathersich co-authored the “APALA Rubric to Evaluate Asian American and Pacific Islander
Youth Literature” on behalf of the Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association. Throughout the spring, she and her
colleagues presented the rubric on several occasions around the country—the University of South Carolina’s Augusta
Baker Diversity Lecture Series, the University of Illinois School of Information Sciences Center for Children’s Books, and
the iSchool at UW-Madison Power Up Leadership Conference. The author team will also present at the Association for
Library Service to Children (ALSC) National Institute in the fall.
Great Day Research Symposium
Becky Leathersich’s three interns from this academic year presented at
Geneseo’s 2022 GREAT Day research symposium. Their poster
presentation titled, “Enhancing the Classroom Environment through the
Imaginarium and TERC Internship,” explained how the interns worked to
cultivate an inclusive classroom environment, focusing on access and
collaboration for education students to grow as students and future
educators.

Imaginarium Interns Hannah, Charis, and Valerie

“Geneseo Literary Magazines”—KnightScholar’s Newest Digital Collection
Fraser Hall Library is pleased to announce the release of its newest digital collection, “Geneseo Literary Magazines,”
available now through KnightScholar, the curated institutional repository for scholarly and creative works by SUNY
Geneseo faculty, staff, and students, and select materials from the College Archives and Special Collections. The
collection includes 70 issues of eight different publications that showcase the rich history and artistic merit of over a
(Continued on page 10)
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half-century of Geneseo students. The project was conceived and implemented by Lara
Mangino (Class of 2021) and is the result of a year-long Capstone sponsored by the Edgar
Fellows Program. Lara scanned the paper versions into PDFs and worked on organizing
artifacts with Professor Rachel Hall (English) and Liz Argentieri (Special Collections, Library).
Jessica Vance (Class of 2022) took over in fall, finished scanning, and set up the physical
displays of the printed journals in both Welles and Fraser Halls.
MARITIME
Renae Rapp

We had great fun putting together passive distractions for our students during
Finals week. Every day was different, from free coffee to cookies & milk to pet
therapy with Kane the French Bulldog. We set up tables with puzzles, games, and
even had a HUGE larger than poster size coloring sheet featuring a lighthouse and
sailboats (we’re never far from our Maritime theme). We advertised these events
via our social media channels, our online newsletter Luce News, and all throughout
the library itself.
The Luce Library participated in Accepted Students Day. Our table was full of
resources and information about our services. We had literally hundreds of people stop by our table. In addition to the
handouts and swag (branded bookmarks and buttons), we asked each student to fill out a survey of what they learned
about the library in the few minutes they spent with us. Over 50 students filled out the survey, which then entered them
into a raffle prize of a basket of Maritime swag. We can’t wait to participate in this event next year.
Our newsletter, Luce News – the official newsletter of the Stephen B. Luce Library, is now available for all to enjoy!
Current and past issues of Luce News can now be viewed on its own LibGuide, making it easily accessible for all who
want to read about the Stephen B. Luce Library. Created as a vehicle to connect with Maritime College’s community at
large, Luce News debuted its inaugural edition in September 2021. Since then, Luce News has kept patrons apprised of
our services, programs, and events while also keeping them entertained with regularly featured articles such as:
•

It Came from the Archives –written by our Archivist, Renae Rapp, this column features treasures from Maritime

College’s archives and the compelling stories behind them.
•

Meet the Librarians/Student Assistants- staff members answer questions about themselves in a bid for the
Maritime community to get to know them better.

•

Faculty Spotlight- a column that features valuable information for faculty.

•

Student Corner- Luce library student assistants regale readers with what they love about the Stephen B. Luce
Library.

Other highlights include book reviews, new book acquisitions, monthly themed displays, and much more.
The spring semester Library Lecture Series included guests Rachel Slade, author of Into the Raging Sea who discussed
her bestseller which highlights a tragic mariner disaster and its investigation, and John McCown, shipping expert and
(Continued on page 11)
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author of Giants of the Sea: Ships and Men Who Changed The World who presented an outlook on advancement and
innovation in the industry. Our series was capped off by an open mic event that included students, staff, and the
President of SUNY Maritime reading both original, classic, and modern poems in celebration of National Poetry Month.
We began a search for a Discovery and Electronic Resources Librarian and Collections Management Librarian position a
few weeks ago. We hope to have someone in place by the start of the fiscal year 2023, so they can have the summer to
get up to speed.
MOHAWK
Jocelyn Ireland

MVCC is hiring Molly Cameron as the new User Experience Librarian starting in June 2022. We are looking forward to the
many talents and ideas they have to offer.
Claire Ehrlich and Jocelyn Ireland organized the college’s first ever Research Party for students wrapping up final
projects. There were giveaways, food, and goodie bags. Even though we didn’t get the turnout we hoped for, we are still
glad we did it and hope to build from the experience.
Jocelyn and Claire are co-presenting “Implications of Neuroscience of Learning and Memory on Library Instruction '' at
ENY/ACRL and SUNYLA’s annual conferences.
Jocelyn Ireland won the Excellence in Librarianship Award from MVCC for demonstrating outstanding achievement and
commitment to leadership.
MORRISVILLE
Adam Saunders

SUNY Morrisville library has been doing a great deal of work with OER and affordable learning materials. Librarian Adam
Saunders and Director Chris Rudecoff have finished their work on the second SUNY OER Sustainability Cohort and
presented at the campus professional development conference. Their presentation, “OER, ALM & Inclusive Access:
Navigating the Course Learning Materials Quagmire,” was aimed at faculty and how they may find solid ground in
making sense of all the various course learning materials. Learning the differences, similarities, and misconceptions
behind three of the most common types of course learning materials: Open Education Resources (OER), Affordable
Learning Materials (ALM), and inclusive access. The library also launched a new Affordable Learning Material Task Force
under the purview of the campus Provost.
The library gallery was fortunate to host Living in Limbo: Portraits from the Border, featuring the
works of artist Bill McLaughlin. As stated by the artist, inspiration for these works came from
falling in love with the power of the portrait, “the magical give and take between subject and
photographer, the frozen moment, the direct gaze of a person caught momentarily off guard and
voluntarily vulnerable.” McLaughlin found himself captive to the events on the southern border
in 2019 as the humanitarian crisis there escalated. He brought these images back to help deotherize the people who risked so much and came so far.

The library has also been hosting a number of displays which include Blind Date with a Book,
(Continued on page 12)
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Black History Month, Freedom to Read, Women's History Month, Poetry Month, and a special display on immigration to
coincide with the art gallery exhibit.
Morrisville is preparing to wrap up the semester by inviting the Massage Therapy Program to give free chair massages to
students during finals week. For finals we will also provide a Positivity Station where students can pick up a Finals
Survival Kit filled with words of encouragement, coloring pages, stress balls, and more. Finally, students will be treated
to free coffee, tea, and cookies over the course of the week.
NEW PALTZ
Chrissy O’Grady

Kristy Lee, Librarian, was named the Interim Dean of the Sojourner Truth Library effective April 2.
Kristy previously served as the Head of Library Technology and was the Project Manager for the Ex
Libris Alma/Primo VE migration for the SUNY Office of Library and Information Services. Library
faculty, staff and student employees thank Kristy for her willingness to serve in this role and are
excited for her leadership.
Kristy Lee

The SUNY New Paltz Digital Scholarship Center (formerly the DASH Lab) will re-open in Fall 2022.
The DSC is a computer lab housed in the Sojourner Truth Library, supporting digital scholarship on campus through
consultations, workshops, pedagogical collaborations, and events. Jennifer Rutner, Senior Assistant Librarian, will serve
as the Coordinator for the Digital Scholarship Center.
Senior Assistant Librarians Chrissy O’Grady and Jennifer Rutner are ecstatic to recognize that undergraduate student
Sophia Acquisto ’22 (Early Childhood & Childhood Education) has been selected to receive a SUNY Chancellor’s Award
for Student Excellence. Chrissy and Jennifer served as faculty mentors for Sophia’s undergraduate research project “My
Hudson History,” an educational mobile app that details historical sites in the Hudson Valley. Sophia’s capstone Honors
Program project details her process of developing the app and its future uses. Sophia received three internal grants and
a tuition scholarship for her student-driven project.
NIAGARA
Jean Linn

The Henrietta G. Lewis Library was awarded an RBDB grant from Western New York Library Resources Council to begin a
digitization project of the Niagara Gazette newspaper. The collection will be added to the New York State Historic
Newspapers site.
Instruction & Assessment Librarian Andrew Yeager presented an OER Workshop for faculty on March 8th as part of the
College’s “Accessibility March Madness” series.
Andy Aquino, Jean Linn, and Andrew Yeager served on NCCC’s Student
Showcase Planning Committee this semester. The Student Showcase
highlights the best of NCCC student scholarship. Students prepare posters,
presentations, or performances, which are judged with standardized rubrics.
Two of the winners were students in last year’s LLC 161: Library Research
Methods course.

Award-winning Showcase posters

(Continued on page 13)
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•

Grand Prize Award Winner: Sonia Swann, Actions to Inclusions

•

Hospitality, Baking, & Culinary Arts Division Award Winner: Jedediah Gaskin and Cameron Wagner, Contemporary
Gelling

•

Arts, Humanities, & Social Sciences Division Award Winner: Valerianne Jacobson, Presidential Paradoxes: The
Shape of the Executive Office in the Twentieth Century

•

Business and STEM/Nursing, Physical & Allied Health Divisions Award Winner: Trinity Rafter, Training in Animal

Husbandry
•

People’s Choice Award: Giuliana Denitto, Mental Health Awareness App

•

Honors Institute Award: Sofiia Saraj, Alternative Birthing Methods

ONEONTA
Sarah Rhodes

Milne Library welcomed Betsy Tucker to the position of Acquisitions and Collections Management Assistant in the
Bibliographic and Digital Services Department. Betsy comes to Milne Library from the University of Alabama, where she
was a Metadata Librarian. Betsy earned her MLIS at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. While at Illinois,
Betsy was a Graduate Assistant in Acquisitions where she developed her interest in acquisitions work.

Lori Wienke, Acquisitions and Electronic Resources Librarian, participated in SUNYLA’s Future
Librarians Day as a panelist for Tech Services & Systems on April 21st, 2022.
Circe McKenney left the library in March of 2022 for a new position at the Four County Library System
as Professional Development Coordinator. She is missed but we wish her well in this new and exciting
opportunity!

Lori Wienke

PLATTSBURGH
Michelle Toth

Feinberg Library participated in Bring Your Kids to Campus Day on Friday April 22nd. Faculty and staff brought their
children to the college for a variety of activities including story time at the library.

SUNY Plattsburgh’s Center for Teaching Excellence (CTE) is returning to Feinberg Library. The library originally hosted the
center when it was founded over 15 years ago, but it had been in another location on campus the last few years. The
CTE’s new director Dr. Jessamyn Neuhaus will have two connecting rooms on the third floor of the library for office and
consulting/meeting space.
Feinberg Library is under construction. External masonry work is expected to continue
into the fall semester. As the drilling moves around the building, it is anticipated that
temporary shifting of some workspaces will likely be needed.
Feinberg Library’s longtime lounge, used by library faculty, staff, and students, has been
designated by campus President Dr. Alexander Enyedi as the new campus-wide Faculty/
Staff Lounge. New signage has been put in place and the door now has a card-swipe
lock. The library has converted a space in our acquisitions area as the new in-library lounge for library and IT staff and
students to use as a break/lunch space. See the campus story about the new faculty/staff lounge for more information.
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STONY BROOK
Jennifer DeVito

Michael Bailou Huang

Distinguished Librarian Michael Bailou Huang co-presented “From outlier to Mainstream: CALA's
Journey for Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion in the Library World” with Wenli Gao from the University of
Houston, Hong Yao from Queens Public Library, and Guoying Liu from the University of Windsor, at
the Spring 2022 Augusta Baker Diversity Series on April 14, 2022. The Augusta Baker Diversity
Series was sponsored by the College of Information and Communications, University of South
Carolina.

Michael Bailou Huang published an article in Chinese with co-author Ying Cai, a former visiting scholar from Shanghai
Normal University, titled, “A study on the collection and utilization of ‘red literature’ overseas” in Library Journal, 40(7),
27-34.
Vinyl Hour
The University Libraries held a Vinyl Hour in the Frank Melville Jr. Memorial Library Galleria on Wednesday, April 20,
2022. Gisele Schierhorst, Head of the Music Library, and library student employees played LPs from the Music Library’s
collection. Music from different genres was played, including music by the Doobie Brothers, The Police, Cat Stevens,
Paul McCartney, Modern Jazz Quartet, selections from West Side Story, and classical pieces by Giacomo Puccini,
Malcolm Arnold, and Frederick Delius.
Art Exhibitions
The University Libraries is hosting two art exhibitions this spring in partnership
with faculty and students from across Stony Brook. Both exhibitions are
located in the Frank Melville Jr. Memorial Library. In the North Reading Room,
students and visitors can enjoy a show curated by the undergraduate Fine Arts
Organization (FAO) that features submitted student artwork. In the Central
Reading Room, patrons can view Touching Sounds, an exhibition of tactile
spectrograms co-created by students and faculty in linguistics, music, and art. Attendees at the Touching Sounds exhibit
On April 13, the campus-wide Art Crawl stopped at Touching Sounds and participants had the opportunity to hear from
the spectrogram creators about the ideation process. Earlier that same day, the exhibition welcomed a group of
pediatric medicine residents from Stony Brook Children's who came by as part of their arts and observation retreat. Both
the FAO show and Touching Sounds will be up until the end of the semester.

Attendees at Poetry and Open Mic Night

Poetry & Open Mic Night
The SBU Libraries offers a semester-long Social Media internship which
introduces students to library services and collections while tasking them with
promoting the library to the wider community. As part of their activities, each
cohort of interns must design and implement a campus-wide event. This year,
they hosted a Poetry and Open Mic Night in honor of National Poetry Month.

Interns Brianna Rodriguez, Tasha Lintang, Jessica Gibson, and Sydney Bush started weeks before, picking the event
location within the library and working on promotional materials. The final iteration of the event included many facets.
Students were able to sign up beforehand through a Google form to read their poetry. There was also a Blackout Poetry
station at the event for students to try their hand at constructing a poem in the moment. The interns also held a raffle to
hand out library swag at the end of the evening.
(Continued on page 15)
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The key to the event's success was the decision to partner with the
Creative Writing Program on campus. The interns worked with the
program's administrators to get the word out to students and their
faculty. The hard work paid off as some thirty students attended with
over ten of them reading, some spontaneously taking the chance to
read their blackout poetry creations.

Attendees at Poetry and Open Mic Night

Perhaps most impressive was the assessment that the interns built into the program. Before the end of the night they
displayed a QR code for students to access a feedback form. The results, reviewed in class the next week, helped the
interns assess their efforts and provided thoughts on what to change for future events.
The internship, now in its third year, has proven to be a good connection between SBU Libraries and students. We
benefit from their ideas and enthusiasm while they have an opportunity to develop a wide range of skills, from project
management to social media marketing to public speaking.
SUFFOLK
Joan Cook

In conjunction with the Center for Social Justice and Human Understanding,
Penny Bealle, Professor of Library Services, and Fabio Montella, Assistant
Professor of History and Library Services, created a program entitled “The
Ukrainian Crisis and its Historical Context.” The April 4, 2022 program
featured Gary Marker, Professor Emeritus of SUNY Stony Brook. Professor
Marker is a specialist in seventeenth and eighteenth century Russia and early
modern Ukrainian history. Participants of the well-attended program learned
about the geographic, cultural, and social aspects of both Ukraine and
Russia. A research guide referred participants to information resources.
Kerry Carlson, Professor of Library Services, and Joshua Wolfson, Professor of Physical Education,
earned first place in the SUNY Effective Practice Program for their submission titled, “Using
Adaptive Release to Foster Flexibility for Online Students While Maintaining Rigor” at the SUNY
Online Summit. Their submission provided an example of the effectiveness and use of
interdisciplinary relevant pedagogical practices, specifically applied to the asynchronous DE
modalities. Through the implementation of Advanced Adaptive Release, Boolean operators control
Kerry Carlson
the parameters embedded within the curriculum. Students are provided with opportunities to be
flexible with their educational experience while rigor and standards are maintained within the course. They outlined how
to implement these strategies to control content access and went on to explain how this allows students to control their
own workflow to ensure equitable opportunities. These opportunities include flexibility with time management, selfregulation, schedule management, goal setting, and considerations for future thought processes more effectively, to
name a few. The strategy also allows the instructor to assess students using multiple methodologies, including effortbased, formal, authentic, and summative assessment strategies. The choice to take advantage of the flexibility that
advanced adaptive release offers is with the students. Students can progress through the course as outlined in the
(Continued on page 16)
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syllabus or they can use take advantage of the advanced adaptive release features to accelerate their progress through
the course as they demonstrate proficiencies and master content within the modules.

Fabio Montella

Fabio Montella, Assistant Professor of History and Library Services, in conjunction with the Center for
Social Justice and Human Understanding, will present a program on Jackie Robinson and his breaking
of Major League Baseball’s color barrier. This year marks the 75th anniversary of that event. The
program is scheduled for April 28, 2022. Fabio was also recently selected as chair of SUNYLA’s
Professional Development Committee. Professor Montella began his Suffolk County Community
College career as a librarian in 2010. He also teaches in the History Department.

The Suffolk Community College LGBTQ+ Task Force and the SCCC Libraries co-sponsored a Banned Book Read-Out on
April 20, 2022 at the Ammerman Campus. The purpose of the event was to draw attention to the recent, nation-wide
spate of systematic censorship efforts of LGBTQ+ children’s and YA books in schools and public libraries. Susan Wood,
Associate Professor of Library Services and co-chair of the LGBTQ+ Task Force organized the event.
Passages from the following books were read: At the Edge of the Universe, Jacob’s New Dress,
Rainbow Revolutionaries: 50 LGBTQ+ People Who Made History, Cemetery Boys, Girl Crushed, And
Tango Makes Three, This Book is Gay, My Life as a Diamond, and Odd One Out. Visit SCCC’s LGBTQ+
College Task Force guide for more resources.
Keith Pardini

TOMPKINS CORTLAND
Karla Block

Librarian Susanna Van Sant was elected President of the TC3 Faculty Association for the coming
academic year. This bargaining unit includes teaching faculty and librarians, student success, career
and transfer advisors, mental health counselors and the coordinators of an array of student support
services. She comes to the presidency after two years as Association Treasurer and after serving as a
member of the most recent contract negotiations team.
Susanna Van Sant

Susanna also joined the Programming Subcommittee of the College’s
Diversity and Equity Action Council. She collaborates and coordinates with that group to
integrate library resources with campus programming. These have taken the form of
physical book and DVD displays in the library, online lists of both print and electronic
resources using Primo’s Collection Discovery, and promotion of events and resources
with graphics and links in LibGuides and on the library’s home page. The
subcommittee’s activities for Black History Month, Women’s History Month, and Poetry
Month have all featured notable figures from New York State and from within our region.
Eric Jenes, who is a librarian and also the faculty coordinator for the
Display for Women’s History Month
College Teaching Center, worked in collaboration with teaching and
learning centers at nearby community colleges to host the annual CCCAT* conference on April 22
(*Connecting, Collaborating, and Celebrating the Art of Teaching). CCCAT brings together educators
from Monroe, Onondaga, Finger Lakes, Corning, Mohawk Valley, and Tompkins Cortland community
Eric Jenes

(Continued on page 17)
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colleges to share ideas, best practices, and common challenges. CCCAT was held virtually and welcomed keynote
speakers Dr. Joyce Pittman and Dr. Emad Rahim. This year’s conference focused on student resiliency in the wake of
the pandemic and on building classroom experiences that work for all students.
SUNYLA hosted its first annual Future Librarians Day virtually on April 21, for students and others
interested in academic librarianship to learn about various career paths from librarians currently
working in academic libraries throughout SUNY. The event included three moderated panels
(Collections & Archives; Public Services; and Tech Services & Systems) and a final breakout session
to allow further discussion with panelists. Librarian Karla Block, who is subject liaison for nursing,
health, and STEM, was a panelist for the Collections & Archives panel.

Karla Block

WESTCHESTER
Rebecca Steere

The American Bar Association granted our Paralegal Studies program full program approval for the next seven years. We
thank librarians Jessica Tagliaferro and Rebecca Steere, and School of Business & Profession Careers, Dean Dr. Carmen
Martinez-Lopez, and Prof. Cynthia Haycock for leading this initiative.
WCC and Purchase College have a New Transfer Articulation Agreement to promote degree completion and facilitate the
transfer process, enabling participating WCC students to matriculate into Purchase College with junior standing. WCC
students will be eligible for a $1,000 transfer scholarship good for up to two years.

Anthony Reda

WCC is pleased to recognize our colleague Anthony Reda, who is the recipient of the 2022
Westchester Community College Award for Staff Excellence. Mr. Reda holds an MS in library and
information science degree from the University of Buffalo and was a part of the strategic team that
designed remote services during the pandemic. Since joining the Library in 2014, Mr. Reda has been
an integral member of the Circulation Department; he liaises with faculty to build our reserve textbook
collection, and mentors clerks and student interns from the Pleasantville Lab School, among other
responsibilities.
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COPYRIGHT FIRST RESPONDERS NEW YORK INAUGURAL COHORT
Emily Kilcer, Scholarly Communications Librarian, Ann Kearney, Collections Conservator, & Karen Kiorpes,
Head of Preservation (Albany)

Since so much of what we do in libraries bumps up against copyright, information professionals
must have a solid understanding of copyright and library exceptions under the law to do our work.
To that end, we are delighted to share that the inaugural cohort of the New York State Copyright
First Responders (NYS CFR) Network, funded with generous support from SUNYLA’s Professional
Development Grants Program and UAlbany Development Funds, has completed its training.
Modeled after the Copyright First Responders at Harvard University, the NYS CFR training program
featured a library-centered copyright law curriculum with the goal of building library expertise
through a decentralized hub-and-spoke learning community that can provide network-wide support
in a trusted environment.
This six-week course, led by Kyle K. Courtney of Harvard’s Office for Scholarly
Communication, launched on February 4, 2022, and ran through April 15,
2022. The virtual sessions reached nearly 70 participants from 13 institutions
across New York State, including Binghamton University, Columbia, Cornell,
Downstate Medical, Farmingdale State College, The Graduate Center/CUNY,
Stony Brook University, SUNY Oneonta, University at Albany, University at
Buffalo, and Upstate Medical University. The NYS CFRs join a growing network
across the United States, including cohorts established in California,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Oregon, Rhode Island, and Washington.

Kyle K. Courtney

The initial NYS CFR cohort is now poised to provide copyright support and training within our
organizations and beyond. The New York network will continue to expand throughout the state,
establishing a robust copyright-related community of practice.
The next cohort is slated for Spring 2023. Stay tuned for more information about future training and
lessons learned from this experience.
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