
I am excited to begin my term as your SUNYLA President! 

SUNYLA has been a source of community and learning for 

me and I’m looking forward to working with all of you to 

continue that. I am pleased to have Adam Saunders, 

Online Learning & Instruction Librarian at SUNY Morrisville, 

as the 1st Vice President this year.  

I want to extend my gratitude to Past President Jocelyn Ireland for her tireless 

work last year. The SUNYLA website and the mentoring program are among 

the many accomplishments in her year as president. 

The 2022 SUNYLA Annual Conference, hosted by Farmingdale State College, 

was a huge success! Titled “Soaring into the Future of Libraries,” a nod to 

Farmingdale’s rich aviation history, the conference was in-person but also 

included virtual options for attendees. Thanks to Karen Gelles, the 2nd Vice 

President/Conference Chair (2021-2022), the entire conference planning 

committee, and the staff at Farmingdale State College for such a wonderful 

conference. 

In addition to the amazing presentations, attendees were treated to campus 

tours, including a tour of the beautiful Teaching Gardens, and an outing to the 

Aviation Center. The keynote speaker, Rachel Ivy Clarke, Assistant Professor 

at Syracuse University's School of Information Studies, inspired attendees to 

reimagine librarianship as a design field to enhance library services and 

practice. 

At the conference luncheon on Thursday (June 9) afternoon, several people 

were recognized for their work with SUNYLA. Lisa Czirr (Cortland), Sally  

(Continued on page 2) 

S U N Y L A  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E  –  J E N N I F E R  D E V I T O  

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 2  

V O L U M E  5 2  I S S U E  3  

S U N Y L A  N E W S  

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

  

W H O  Y O U  

G O N N A  C A L L ?  

2  

C A M P U S  

N E W S  &  

N O T E S  

3  

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

 

• Brockport’s New 

Director………..…...5 

• Staffing Crisis at  

Erie CC…………...…7 

• GCC Highlights Graphic 

Novels & Manga....10 

• Banned Books 

Karaoke..................17 

• Artist/librarian at 

Suffolk…….……......20 

• Scholes Library 

Anniversary………..23 

Jennifer DeVito 



Is my membership current? How do I apply for a SUNYLA Professional Development Grant? Why am I not 

getting listserv messages? We’ve all asked one of these questions, or something similar, on occasion. 

SUNYLA’s website (sunyla.org) can answer most questions but sometimes you need to talk to an actual 

person. These are just a few of the people who can help and, like most librarians, they can steer you in 

the right direction if they don’t have the answer themselves: 

• Annual Conference:  Jill Kehoe (Maritime, this changes annually) 

• Delegate Questions:  Adam Saunders (Morrisville, this also changes annually) 

• Listservs (e.g. sunyla-l):  Jill Locascio (Optometry) 

• Meetings:  Alana Nuth (Geneseo) 

• Membership:  Carol Anne Germain (Albany) 

• Professional Development Grants:  Lisa Errico (Nassau) 

• Website:  Bill Jones (Geneseo) 

W H O  S H O U L D  I  C O N T A C T  A B O U T  . . . ?  

(Continued from page 1) 

Stieglitz (LILRC), and Theresa Zahor (Farmingdale) received the Mentor Award for the support they 

have provided to SUNYLA members. Bill Jones was given the Friend of SUNYLA Award which 

recognizes those members whose work and leadership support the goals of SUNYLA and SUNY 

libraries. Congratulations to the award recipients! 

The annual conference is a terrific opportunity for professional development but it is also a great 

way to connect with colleagues. Each conference has plenty of social activities and outings that 

make for a fun, engaging conference experience. Save the date for the 2023 Annual Conference 

which will be held at SUNY Maritime College on June 14-16, 2023. Jill Kehoe, 2nd Vice President/

Conference Chair (2022-2023), and the conference planning committee are already hard at work. 

SUNYLA also has a number of other professional development opportunities to take advantage of, 

including SILC’s (SUNYLA Information Literacy Committee) Community Conversations and the 

Midwinter Conference. Keep informed about SUNYLA happenings by joining the SUNYLA listservs. 

I want to encourage anyone who is thinking about getting more involved in SUNYLA to contact either 

me (jennifer.a.devito@stonybrook.edu) or Adam (saundear@morrisville.edu). I am excited by the year 

ahead and am looking forward to connecting with you at SUNYLA events! 

Page 2 S U N Y L A  N E W S  

http://sunyla.org
mailto:jkehoe@sunymaritime.edu
mailto:saundear@morrisville.edu
mailto:jlocascio@sunyopt.edu
mailto:nuth@geneseo.edu
mailto:cgermain@albany.edu
mailto:Lisa.Errico@ncc.edu
mailto:web@sunyla.org
https://sunyla.org/listservs
mailto:jennifer.a.devito@stonybrook.edu
mailto:saundear@morrisville.edu


A L B A N Y  

Kabel Stanwicks 
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C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

We have seen a number of staffing changes at UAlbany over the summer. Carey Hatch joined 

UAlbany as Interim Dean of Libraries on July 11. Many SUNY librarians know Carey from his years 

as head of SUNY’s Office of Library & Information Services (OLIS). Ann Kearney was appointed 

Interim Head of Preservation on July 1. Sharona Wachs, cataloging librarian, retired at the end of 

June. Jan Waterhouse accepted a position as Associate Dean for Collections, Discovery, and 

Information Technology at Kansas State University Libraries in August. We are currently recruiting 

for a handful of clerical and professional positions. 

Subject librarian, Priscilla Seaman, and University at Albany Information Science PhD student, Lu Gao, received two 

accolades for their article, “Teaching with Intent: Applying Culturally Responsive Teaching to Library Instruction,” 

published in portal: Libraries and the Academy. In May 2022, their article was selected by ALA’s Library Instruction 

Roundtable (LIRT) as a Top 20 instruction article published in 2021. In June 2022, their article was selected by the 

ACRL Instruction Section Teaching Methods Committee for inclusion in Selected Resources for 2022. “Resources 

included on this list are chosen for their innovative discussions of teaching methods, assessment tools or techniques, 

and/or instructional design in library instruction.” 

The University at Albany Libraries participated in a number of campus-wide welcome back events and 

hosted library welcome back events for the start of the semester. 

The Libraries recently worked to raise awareness around banned books week and censorship. We 

have a new Banned Books Club, and a new episode of the Librarians with Lattes podcast focuses on 

Banned Books Week. 

Carey Hatch 

A L F R E D  C E R A M I C S  

Mechele Romanchock  

Samuel R. Scholes Libraries and Herrick Memorial Library have a new website! Prior to the 

completion of this project Herrick and Scholes maintained separate sites. Alfred University Libraries 

will now maintain one unified website which will spotlight the combined services of the libraries as 

well as the unique spaces and resources each library has to offer. The website team was led by 

Systems Librarian Ellen Bahr. Team members included Kevin Adams, Samantha Dannick, and Brett 

Arno. Samantha led the team during Ellen’s sabbatical.   

Kevin Adams and Samantha Dannick co-authored a book chapter, “Repairing the 

Curriculum: Using OER to Fill Gaps” which was just published by the Association of 

College & Research Libraries (ACRL) in the book Using Open Educational Resources 

to Promote Social Justice, edited by CJ Ivory and Angela Pashia. The chapter 

discusses the ways that students in a formal education system are not only imparted  

(Continued on page 4) 

Ellen Bahr 

(l-r) Kevin Adams, Samantha Dannick 
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content knowledge; they are indoctrinated into a way of thinking. In the traditional, Western education system—which 

has spread throughout the world—this way of thinking includes a mindset that there are credentialed experts from 

whom, and only from whom, others learn. Included is an exploration of the gaps in the “Western curriculum” and 

examination of some of the ways in which OER can and cannot serve to fill those gaps. 

Maria Planansky and Kevin Adams gave a recent presentation entitled “Preferred Sourcing, Prison Labor, and the 

Library” for the Medical Library Association’s (MLS) Social Justice and Health Disparities Caucus’ action club. Their 

presentation complemented Brown University Librarian Chelsea Misquith’s presentation on her experience volunteering 

for the Prison Library Support Network’s prison reference program. Maria and Kevin have also been working to draft 

ethical purchasing recommendations and guidance for Alfred University Libraries.  

Art Librarian, John Hosford recently completed a collaborative installation for an exhibition recognizing the United 

Nations International Year of Glass. Located in the Scholes Project Room, the exhibit runs through October 21st and 

includes art and artifacts used by faculty in the studio and engineering 

classrooms here at the New York State College of Ceramics at Alfred 

University. The objects currently on display include samples of blown 

glass, fiber optic bundle, rubber mold used for cast glass, wood furnace 

blown glass, impact glass, and foggy glass. In addition, posters are 

displayed on Project Room walls, including “Nonlinear Optical Properties 

of Yttrium Aluminosilicate Glasses and What Causes the Color in Cu-Red 

Opaque Artifacts.” The United Nations International Year of Glass 2022 

was the inspiration of Dr. David Pye, emeritus professor of glass science 

and former dean at the New York State College of Ceramics and Alfred 

University (59 BS, 68 Ph.D.) 

Page 4 S U N Y L A  N E W S  

(l-r) Jeff Mack, Wood Furnace off-hand blown glass; 

Rebecca Arday, glass formula test bunny   

Curtis Kendrick has stepped down as Dean of the Libraries and is away on research leave for the fall 

semester. He will return as a library faculty member in the Spring. Deputy University Librarian Jill 

Dixon has been named interim dean. 

Sasha Frizzell has joined the technical services team at Binghamton University as a Catalog & 

Metadata Librarian. She previously worked as a Cataloging Librarian at the Virginia Museum of Fine 

Arts in Richmond, Virginia. Her research interests include critical cataloging, linked data, and 

metadata for cultural heritage collections. 

Allison Gilli joins us as our new Libraries Administration Associate. Allison comes to us from Binghamton University’s 

Human Resources where she was a Personnel Associate specializing in Faculty Employment. She earned her Masters of 

Professional Studies: Human Resources and Employment Relations from Penn State University. 

Elizabeth Brown presented on a dissertation analysis project on August 23 at the American Chemical Society's Fall 2022 

meeting with SUNY librarian colleagues Kathleen Flynn (Albany), Amanda McCormick (Buffalo), and Clara (Yuet) Tran 

(Stony Brook), “Trends analysis of citations in chemistry PhD dissertations at the SUNY University Centers.”   

(Continued on page 5) 
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Aleshia Huber 

Jill Dixon 
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(Continued from page 4) 

After over a year’s worth of preparation, the Libraries’ Strategic Plan has officially launched. The strategic planning 

process, which we called Deconstructing Our Now, Designing Our Future (DONDOF), involved a collective effort of 

Binghamton University Libraries employees, collecting input from students, staff, faculty, and administration across 

campus. The purpose of this process was to create a document which will help guide our future activities for the next 

five years. Much more information on our specific goals and strategies can be found on the Strategic Plan website. 

Binghamton University is this year’s host of the Upstate New York Science Librarians Annual Meeting. It is on October 14 

from 8:30am–4:40pm and features a variety of presentations on collections, instruction, and scholarly communication. 

A new Special Collections exhibit is up. “Farming Empire: Agriculture and Related Industries in Upstate New York” draws 

on manuscripts, rare books, and printed ephemera in the collection to showcase the long history of farming and 

agriculture-adjacent industries in the upstate region. Read more on the Special Collections Blog. 

The Digital Storytelling Institute, organized by Harpur with support of the Libraries Digital 

Initiatives team, took place August 8–12, with about 25 participants each day. Participants 

learned methods for incorporating digital media and storytelling into their courses, such as 

podcasting, TikTok videos, oral histories, animations and website development. 

The Digital Scholarship team has many events planned for fall, including workshops on 

podcasting and data cleaning, and a whole week’s worth of programming for open access 

week. Check out their flyer and their slides for all event details.  

Bonnie Swoger began as Library Director at Drake Memorial Library on August 4th. She has over 20 

years of experience in higher education. Most recently, she served as the Associate Director of RIT 

Libraries at the Rochester Institute of Technology. At RIT she managed large library projects, led 

cross-functional teams, and managed interlibrary loan operations. Prior to RIT, she spent 12 years 

working at SUNY Geneseo's Milne Library as a Science Librarian and, later, the Head of Reference 

and Access Services. At Geneseo she worked closely with faculty to incorporate information literacy 

skills into classes and assignments, and led library efforts to understand how faculty publishing 

practices vary across the disciplines. She holds a BS in Geology from St. Lawrence University, an MS 

in Geology from Kent State University, and an MLS from the University at Buffalo. 

Virginia Wakim joined Drake Memorial Library in May as Access Services Librarian. In this role, she oversees and guides 

public facing library services including circulation, reserves, and interlibrary loan. Previously she served as Lending 

Supervisor and Document Delivery Coordinator at University of California, Irvine and received her MLIS from San Jose 

State University. 

We are excited to have Bonnie and Virginia at Brockport! 

Logan Rath completed his PhD with conferral on July 1, 2022. Dr. Rath’s dissertation is titled, Information Literacy Is a 

Social Practice: Refinement of a Threshold Concept for Academic Instruction Librarians. Work from the first phase of his  

(Continued on page 6) 

B R O C K P O R T  

Dana Laird  

Bonnie Swoger 

https://www.binghamton.edu/libraries/about/admin/strategic-planning/
https://sites.google.com/view/nyscilib
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2022/08/29/fall-2022-exhibit-farming-empire/
https://public.3.basecamp.com/p/4yE5G1MKDibFnHMGTADDqWUz
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tSStyfq7YbTsI7rzpn751pIYXr7o41-5pVNzkQRG0rc/edit#slide=id.g1432034d416_0_22


(Continued from page 5) 

study has been published in the Journal of Academic Librarianship and will soon be published in the 

Journal of Education for Library and Information Science (JELIS). Logan has also presented his work 

at ISIC in Berlin, Germany. He will be presenting his work in the upcoming ALISE and ASIS&T 

conferences in Pittsburgh, PA as well. 

The Student Engagement Committee began the semester with several exciting 

events. Among them were an interactive display for Banned Books Week, two 

Music @ Noon sessions in the library, and a book talk featuring Brockport alumnus Dr. dann Broyld. 

We also had a screening of Change the Subject, the 2019 film that documents Dartmouth College 

students lobbying the Library of Congress to replace the term “Illegal aliens” with “Undocumented 

immigrants” in the Library of Congress Subject Headings. Following the screening, we had a panel 

session featuring librarian Jill Baron and Óscar Rubén Cornejo Cásares. 

For the remainder of the semester, we will be hosting a two-sentence horror story competition, a weeklong scavenger 

hunt, and Late Night events for mid-terms and finals. We are also collaborating with several other departments on 

campus on a Book Tasting series where each month a guest reader will select a book that represents the topic of the 

month: Hispanic heritage, BIPOC, LGBT, and Indigenous People.  
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Logan Rath 

We are pleased to introduce Dr. Anna Ching-Yu Wong as the new library director for Southworth 

Library! Dr. Ching-Yu Wong joins us from Shawnee, Kansas where she worked as a Senior Information 

Scientist for Quintiles IMS Pharmaceutical Company. Prior to this, Dr. Ching-Yu Wong served as an 

academic librarian at several institutions including community and technical colleges, and as a library 

director for Brown Mackie College at Kansas City, KS. Dr. Ching-Yu Wong received her Ph.D. in 

Professional Studies in Information Management from Syracuse University and is excited to be 

relocating to the East Coast!  

Over the summer the librarians, in collaboration with the Early Childhood program and the Diversity Office, developed a 

new DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) Collection in a central point of the building. On September 14, the Learning 

Commons hosted a reception event to celebrate the new collection, drawing over 80 members of the campus 

community. Dozens of books were browsed and checked out by the campus and community members alike. 

Librarians Leah Fitzgerald and Halie Kerns were awarded Professional Development Grants 

through Northern New York Library Network to attend the 2022 New York Comic Con in New 

York City. They will be attending the Professional Day for Librarians at New York Public 

Library. The panels will focus on developing collections and programming to further the 

initiatives of the library and college that began the previous year. 

C A N T O N  

Leah Fitzgerald 

Anna Ching-Yu Wong 

(l-r) Leah Fitzgerald, Halie Kerns 

dann Broyld 



After a 2-year COVID hiatus, Van Wagenen Library is happy to announce that our Fall Book Sale is 

back! The sale is already underway and runs clear thru October (or until we run out of things to sell, 

whichever comes first).  

Also making its post-COVID return… the Annual Chili Cook Off! If you’re in the neighborhood October 

19th, stop by from 11:00am–1:00pm to taste them all and vote for your favorites. And maybe buy a 

book or three while you’re here.  
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C O B L E S K I L L  

April Davies 

D U T C H E S S  

Tina Kiernan 

Bonnie Gallagher, former Director of the Library, returned to Dutchess Community College as Acting 

Associate Dean of Instruction and Learning/ Learning Commons in June of 2022. As part of 

President Peter Jordan’s vision to realign the campus for student engagement, Bonnie is tasked with 

bringing together various departments on campus into a Learning Commons. Tutoring, the Writing 

Center, the Math & Science Center, the Library, the Testing Center, CSTEP, and Accommodative 

Services are part of this new model. 

SUNY Cortland’s Memorial Library is encouraging students’ healthy habits with the “Harvesting 

Healthy Habits” tree displayed in our lobby. Members of the community can write down their own 

healthy habits and ‘harvest’ ideas for new habits by reading the ones others have posted. The tree will 

be displayed all semester.  

C O R T L A N D  

Jennifer Moore 

Bonnie Gallagher 

E R I E  

Justin Cronise 

Staffing Crisis 

Under the new college President, Dr. David Balkin, Erie Community College instituted widespread layoffs over the 

summer and the libraries were one of the departments most heavily cut.   

In addition to eliminating 17 positions kept vacant due to a 2-year hiring freeze, 15 more positions were eliminated 

including 2 full-time faculty librarians, 6 adjunct librarians, and 7 full-time clerks. Elaine Mazurkiewicz (Clerk, South), 

retired after over 23 years of remarkably dedicated service at the college, at South Campus for 15 years and North 

Campus before that. Elaine was a Principal Library Clerk handling acquisitions and was truly the backbone for the South 

library. 

The layoffs left a total of 8 staff members (6 librarians, 2 clerks) across the three campuses, and sadly yet another one 

of our librarians has since resigned, Keri Thomas-Whiteside (North). Keri was the North library's department chair as 

well as Systems and Assessment lead, SUNYLA delegate, and was recently elected to the SUNY Libraries Consortium 

Board. The libraries have lost so many excellent people as well as expertise and function, felt most keenly by the lack of  

(Continued on page 8) 
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a systems librarian or an accounts clerk to process orders and invoices. We're truly wishing all of these departed 

colleagues the best. 

Reduced Hours & Services 

The libraries immediately reduced open hours to Monday–Friday, 8:00am–4:00pm, eliminating all evenings. However, it 

is still problematic to maintain these hours since there is no back up if people are sick or need to take off, or even for 

lunch. Librarians are no longer covering virtual reference services and are mainly only staffing the Circulation desk at 

each campus. Interlibrary loan services are currently inactive, among many duties carried out by our clerks.   

Our remaining library staff are working together to reprioritize and reassign duties in hopes that key services can be 

continued. We are also working with SUNY Erie’s administration to learn more about the College’s vision for the future of 

its libraries.  
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F A R M I N G D A L E  

Megan Marchese  

The staff of Greenley Library was excited to welcome so many of our 

colleagues from around the state at the SUNYLA Annual Conference in June 

2022. During the conference, Theresa Zahor was awarded the SUNYLA 

Mentor Award for librarian mentorship. 

Fatoma Rad received the President’s Diversity Equity and Inclusion (DEI) 

Award in September. This award is given to one faculty member and one 

student from the campus community. Fatoma is thankful to be among a 

supportive group of colleagues at the library and is looking forward to 

continuing to do work that will make improvements to the campus. 

Kathy Machin received the Presidential Cares Award, a commendation and 

recognition for exceptional service. This award recognizes efforts and 

achievements that demonstrate an exemplary commitment to the college community, service 

beyond what is considered a normal part of one's job description, and an attitude of caring and 

selflessness. 

Two of Greenley Library’s student employees, Kenia Sanchez and Olivia Butler, have been 

selected to be part of SUNY SAIL’s Student Leadership Academy. Kenia and Olivia are the only 

Farmingdale students who have been selected for this SUNY-wide program. 

Christine Larkin joined the Greenley Library team in May 2022 as the Acquisitions Clerk in the 

Technical Services department. The library is excited to have Christine as part of the team. 

Megan Marchese has been notified of her promotion to Associate Librarian with Continuing 

Appointment, effective August 2023. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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(t-b) Theresa Zahor, 

Kathy Machin  

Megan Marchese  
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Fatoma Rad and Danielle Apfelbaum worked with student employee, Kenia Sanchez, to 

create a library video and research guide entirely in Spanish. 

The Greenley Library has also resumed weekly storytime sessions with the Children’s Center 

on campus. 
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(l-r) April Earle, Christine Larkin 

F I T  

Jenne Brady 

The FIT Library has been busy developing and maintaining new resources, 

events and services for the FIT community and beyond! 

We’ve created an FIT Institutional Repository, an open-access digital 

archive designed to collect, preserve, and provide access to the 

intellectual and creative output of the FIT community. It hosts a full 

collection of nearly 35 years of FIT graduate theses, videos and images 

from the 2022 Fashion Design MFA Showcase, artwork created by 

undergraduates in the School of Art and Design, and more! 

The library was awarded two FIT Diversity Grants from the FIT Diversity Collective, an initiative from the Office of the 

President. These grants will support our efforts to showcase more diversity and inclusion in library programming. The 

SUNY Community is welcome to attend our virtual events! Please check the events page of our website for future details 

or follow us on Instagram @FITnycLibrary.  

• Adaptive Fashion in the Creative Arts 

This grant includes two virtual panel discussions and a hands-on workshop focused on adaptive fashion. This fall, 

the FIT Library will host Disabled fashion influencers, a stylist who specializes in working with clients with disabilities 

and creative professionals working on the business side of adaptive fashion.  

• The FIT Soul Club Oral History Project 

Inspired by the Soul Club fashion shows’ exuberance, positivity, and dynamism, the FIT Library will conduct an oral 

history project with faculty, students, and alumni to share the experience of the Soul Club with the community. 

FIT Authors Talks are virtual events and open to SUNY. You can see more about upcoming events and other FIT Authors 

on the FIT Authors website. The Fall 2022 line up is live and we are currently working on spring 2023! 

• Adjunct Assistant Professor, Sylvie Covey, will present her book, Modern Printmaking: A Guide to Traditional and 

Digital Techniques, on September 21st from 5:00pm–6:00pm. 

• Adjunct Associate Professor, Meira Goldberg, will present her book, Sonidos Negros: On the Blackness of Flamenco, 

on October 27th from 5:00pm–6:00pm.  

• Adjunct Professor, Alexandra Schwartz, will present her book Garmenting: 

Costume as Contemporary Art on November 17th from 5:00pm–6:00pm. 

 

(Continued on page 10) 
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The Access Services and Research Services desks were consolidated this semester and moved inside our main Reading 

Room. This location change provides better access to our faculty and staff, and ultimately the quality of service we 

provide. A one stop shop for library services! We’ve also installed a new browsing collection of periodicals in our Reading 

Room. Students will be able to peruse magazines for inspiration without having to check them out from a desk! 
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G E N E S E E  

Elizabeth Simmons 

Genesee Community College’s Alfred C. O’Connell Library is pleased to announce the receipt of a $20,000 grant from 

the American Library Association (ALA) Covid Library Relief Fund. The funds will be used for supplies and materials for 

campus/community engagement and outreach, collections/resources, and technology and equipment. Efforts to 

enhance campus community engagement and outreach include the re-institution of at least five events or workshops 

this semester. Among these events are mini-golf in the library (for faculty, staff, and students), a community one-book 

program reception in coordination with the local public library, a digital photo contest, library student advisory council 

events, and late-night study programming. During and since the pandemic the library has enhanced online access to 

resources such as Visible Body (an anatomy & physiology database) and streaming media for cinema courses. The covid 

relief funds will make it possible for the library to extend these resources for another year. Last but not least, in an effort 

to improve the student experience using the popular study room spaces in the library, there are plans to use these funds 

to provide a reservation booking system as well as swap out some large heavy furniture with more lightweight flexible 

furniture. The Alfred C. O’Connell Library would also like to congratulate Hudson Valley Community College, the only 

other SUNY recipient, on their Covid Library Relief award. 

On August 31, new RAs and Orientation Leaders enjoyed a round of GCC Library MiniGolf. Players progressed through a 

9-hole course which took them on a tour of library resources and services. Highlights included: the Course Connect 

“Zoom” room, stack highlights such as graphic novels, manga and paperbacks for popular reading, the sports/fitness 

books, and the art/music section. Players noted the library’s audio materials, study rooms, and periodicals lounge. They 

also learned about Ask a Librarian and Circulation services such as Reserves. Players learned about the library, provided 

some great feedback (add more QR codes!) and had a little bit of fun too! Shout out to Onondaga Community College 

Library where GCC minigolf organizer and Reference Services Librarian, Cindy Hagelberger, had a blast playing her first 

round of library minigolf at the 2019 SUNYLA Conference! 

GCC migrated to WordPress over the summer and 

Systems & Electronic Services Librarian Liz Simmons 

worked closely with the web team to get the library 

site contents moved over, links updated, navigation 

optimized, and Primo and LibGuides designs 

integrated. Check out our new site!  

The Library’s Graphic Novel & Manga collections were 

recently updated with 50+ new titles mainly from 

student and staff requests noted on the library 

entrance whiteboard over the Spring semester. New 

(Continued on page 11) 
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(Continued from page 10) 

series include Haikyu!!, Nichijou and the million-copy bestselling 

Heartstopper. Library clerk and professional artist Ashley Hankins 

created a new centerpiece sign that vividly captures many of the book 

characters. Members of the library staff installed the sign above our 

graphic novels and manga section in July. This is a popular collection 

for our students and the sign will help to make its location stand out. 

The library welcomes back our student worker this Fall, and is also 

working on recruiting members to join a new Student Library Advisory 

Group. The goal is to gather feedback about library resources and 

services.  

Ashley Hankins & the new sign 

G E N E S E O  

Brandon West 

Personnel News 

We are excited to announce that three of our librarians have achieved continuing appointment! Congratulations to Bill 

Jones, Digital Resources Librarian, Sherry Larson-Rhodes, First Year Experience Librarian, and Alan Witt, Research 

Instruction Librarian—we are happy to have you here for the long haul! 

We had two staff members honored with Chancellor’s Award at Fall Convocation. Mark Sullivan, Executive Director of the 

IDS Project, received the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Professional Service. Alan Witt, Research Instruction 

Librarian, received the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Librarianship. Both recipients are very well-deserving and we 

are thankful they are a part of the Fraser Hall Library. 

Bill Jones was honored with the Friend of SUNYLA Award at the 2022 Annual SUNYLA Conference. This award 

acknowledges Bill’s many great contributions to SUNYLA over the years. We are grateful for his service and expertise! 

IDS Project’s Administrative Assistant I, Catherine Taylor, has departed SUNY Geneseo for a different CSEA position at 

the Department of Environmental Conservation. She worked at SUNY Geneseo for 26 years. A search is underway for 

her replacement. 

We held a search for a new Sciences Librarian this past spring. Unfortunately, the search failed. We have restructured 

our liaison areas and Sherry Larson-Rhodes volunteered to serve as our new Sciences liaison. We have revamped the 

open position to be focused on the Social Sciences, and hope that 

reimagining this position will be more attractive to candidates. 

Additionally, we are searching for a part-time reference librarian 

who will also assist with projects relating to LibGuides and Special 

Collections.  

New Library Website 

The Fraser Hall Library website was completely redesigned and 

migrated from Drupal to LibGuides CMS over the summer. Leah 

Root, Library Web Services Developer, utilized LibGuides CMS  

(Continued on page 12) 

https://library.geneseo.edu/
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along with custom bootstrap code, scripting, and styles to make the new website a much more efficient user experience. 

Surveys and testing were conducted by Leah and Alan Witt, Liaison Librarian to History, Political Science, and the School 

of Business. Site redesign involved collaboration between all library units and feedback from students, staff, faculty, and 

community patrons; methods utilized included white board diagramming by hand, page development and hierarchy 

using Google Docs, wireframing, and A/B testing. 

2021 Proceedings of GREAT Day Now Available 

The Library has published its annual Proceedings of GREAT Day, a journal that compiles and publishes promising 

student work presented at SUNY Geneseo’s GREAT Day symposium. The journal is managed 

by a librarian, but the production and editing is under the purview of student interns. The 

projects, presentations, and research included here represent the academic rigor, 

multidisciplinary study, and creativity of the students taking part in the SUNY Geneseo 

GREAT Day symposium.  

This year, Dan Ross, Head of Access Services, managed the interns who oversaw the 

production of the journal (given the resignation of our Sciences Librarian). Dan had 

managed the journal for a number of years in his previous role as the Library’s Academic 

Success Librarian. We are grateful for his skill and expertise in helping the journal come to 

fruition this year! View the journal in our institutional repository, KnightScholar.  

New Open Textbook from Milne Publishing 

Milne Library Publishing is very excited to announce the release of the online version of 

Introduction to LGBTQ+ Studies: A Cross-Disciplinary Approach, edited by Deborah P. Amory, 

Sean G. Massey, Jennifer Miller, and Allison P. Brown (Digital Publishing Manager, SUNY 

Geneseo). This is the second OER published in partnership with SUNY Press. Designed for an 

introductory course, this textbook takes a cross-disciplinary approach to the study of LGBTQ+ 

issues that helps students grasp core concepts through a variety of different perspectives. 

Introduction to LGBTQ+ Studies: A Cross-Disciplinary Approach can be read online for free and 

the affordable print version is forthcoming in November 2022. 

Library Open House 

Now that we are settled in the temporary library space in Fraser Hall Library, the library staff has been going full force 

with implementing programs to engage students. We kicked off the fall semester with an open house on September 7, 

2022. The two-hour long event focused on engaging students in conversations about the services we offer. Each unit in 

the library had a table with a handout or giveaway and students completed a BINGO card to enter to win one of several 

prizes. In addition to food and a therapy dog, we also gave away “Emergency Research Kits” which contained supplies & 

reminders of the tools and services students have available to them. The event was a success with over 130 students 

attending. All of the Provost Office staff stopped by as well, and congratulated Library Director Corey Ha on a job well 

done at the Provost Leadership Team meeting. We are hoping to continue this new tradition in the years to come. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Michele the Therapy Dog 

Fraser Hall Library is hosting a therapy dog each Thursday during the Fall 2022 semester! Michele is 

a seven-year-old Black Labrador Retriever and certified therapy dog. She has been part of past library 

events, and students have greatly enjoyed and appreciated time with her. She is definitely becoming 

a highlight of our library! 

Live On Stage Display & Digital Collection 

Liz Argentieri (Special Collections Librarian) curated a new “50 Years of Campus 

Events” display in the Fraser Hall Lobby featuring a variety of promotional posters 

of past events held at the College. Together they help to illustrate the breadth of 

cultural events brought to SUNY Geneseo from 1966-2020. This collection can tell 

us much about the intellectual, social, and political landscapes—both at the College 

and in the larger society—at various points over the years. An inventory of the 

complete collection, plus links to approximately 500 digitized posters, is available 

at Live On Stage via KnightScholar. 

Scholarship 

Education Librarian Becky Leathersich presented at the New York Library Association/Section of School Librarians 

(NYLA/SSL) Annual Conference in May. Drawing upon the rubric she co-authored on behalf of the Asian/Pacific 

American Librarians Association, Becky presented on evaluating Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) youth 

literature. Becky is set to present with her co-authors at the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC) National 

Institute in late September/early October in Kansas City, Missouri with support from a SUNYLA travel grant. 

Alan Witt co-presented a session on experiential learning at the Higher Education Advances 2022 conference in 

Valencia, Spain in June. This international conference brought scholars and educators from around the world to 

exchange innovations and techniques to improve instruction. Alan's presentation focused on an experiential “escape 

room” he created as part of his liaison duties for the School of Business, an exercise which fosters teamwork skills and 

strategic exploration of information. 

Michele  

A selection of posters on display 

The Dwight Marvin Library at Hudson Valley Community College has seen a lot of faculty changes in the last 6 months. 

We said goodbye to Stephanie Ross, Reference and Instruction Coordinator, and Amy Hathaway, Access Services 

librarian, and wish them much happiness and success in their new positions. 

Over the summer, we welcomed Sierra Pasquale and Gail Murray. Sierra started in June 

as our new Web Services librarian and Gail started in August as our new ERM librarian. 

Both of them are from the surrounding area and are delighted to be back. Prior to their 

return, Sierra was in NYC and Gail lived in Wisconsin. 

Kisha Sawyers has moved from a temporary librarian position to a permanent, full-time librarian position. She is also 

now the reference service coordinator. Adjunct Tiffany Davis has now become our temporary, part-time Instruction 

librarian. 

(Continued on page 14) 

H U D S O N  V A L L E Y  

Cynthia Koman 

(l-r) Gail Murray, Sierra Pasquale  

https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/live-on-stage-at-geneseo/
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We also added a new service—lending hotspots. Library Director, Brenda Hazard, applied for and received an ALA COVID 

Relief Fund grant to purchase them. With this grant money, we were able to purchase 100 hotspots. The service has 

been extremely popular and most of the hotspots have been loaned out.   

The Fall semester has been busy and we are seeing a lot of students in the library. It’s almost as though we are back to 

pre-pandemic numbers!  

The library invited students to Pop! into the Library during the first week of classes. We used programming funds which 

have gone underutilized during the pandemic to purchase cake pops, Pop Tarts, lollipops, and Pop Rocks. When 

students came in for the treats, we invited them to take a self-guided tour of the library and write down something they 

learned to enter a prize drawing. The treats were as popular as food always is, and the 55 entries in the prize drawing 

indicated that students had discovered many library services which interested them, from the reserves to the helpful 

reference librarians. Due in part to this event, the library has been rediscovered by students after two years of pandemic

-induced emptiness. Thank you to Western Illinois University Library, from whom we adapted this idea. 

With the help of our wonderful e-Resources Librarian, Louise Charbonneau, we enabled the option in Primo for patrons 

to electronically request digitized chapters. We created a video to explain the steps to request a scanned chapter and 

copyright restrictions. 

M O H A W K  V A L L E Y  

Jocelyn Ireland 

MCC Libraries played an integral role in planning and hosting MCC’s 14th annual Scholars’ Day competition in May. 

Katie Ghidiu, Director of MCC Libraries, served as Planning Committee Co-Chair and Michelle Beechey, Access Services 

and OER Librarian, was a committee member. Twenty-three students received MCC Foundation scholarships ranging 

from $1,500 to $2,500 for research and creative presentations. 

MCC Libraries Associate Director, Alice Wilson, coordinated Creative Writing and Celebration of Writing events which 

were held within the library in conjunction with Scholars’ Day activities. Student work was highlighted, and the format 

allowed the students to engage with attendees.  

During the summer semesters, Michelle Beechey, Access Services and OER Librarian, supported by the Access Services 

team, completed a small project which relocated the Brighton Campus’ Circulation Desk. The re-named “Welcome Desk” 

allows Access Services staff to interact more effectively by greeting each person entering the library space and provides 

more efficient service. 

With the migration to Brightspace in full effect for the fall semester, library staff have been helping students adjust to a 

new way of accessing their courses and navigating the system. The library has taken ownership of a 

new laptop loan program which allows students without access to their own personal device the 

opportunity to check out a laptop for the entire semester.  

We are excited to announce that Seyvion Scott joined the libraries in September as MCC’s new First 

Year Experience (FYE) Librarian. She will coordinate library participation in campus programming 

directed at first year students and develop engagement opportunities for those students within the 

library. Seyvion earned a Bachelor of Arts in African American Studies at the University of Rochester 

and her Master of Science in Information Science at the University at Albany.  

M O N R O E  

Michelle Beechey 

Seyvion Scott  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9GdQU4p0lJs
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SUNY Morrisville has had a relatively quiet summer and beginning of the fall semester, here are just a few updates from 

the past few months. 

SUNY Morrisville held its annual Professional Development Conference in May. Campus librarians were involved with a 

number of the sessions held. 

• D2L Brightspace Update & Q&A: Adam Saunders & Yunkai Xu 

• Gear Up for Continuing Appointment & Promotion: Angela Rhodes, Ben Ballard, Diane Tice, & Michelle Mitchell 

• Y'all Ready for This?: Information Literacy Skills Roadmap to Prepare for the New SUNY GER: Adam Saunders, 

Michelle Mitchell, & Angela Rhodes 

• “Tech Savvy”? Discussions on technology support for Generation Z: Adam Saunders 

• Games in the Classroom: Fresh Perspectives on Video Games and Education: Jamal Verity, Richard Marcoux, & 

Angela Rhodes 

Librarians Michelle Mitchell, Angela Rhodes, and Adam Saunders also presented a poster at the SUNYLA 2022 

Conference. The poster titled “Navigating the New SUNY GER with an Info Lit Map” outlined the process of developing a 

rubric which formalizes the approach to the integration of information literacy skills throughout the SUNY Morrisville 

curriculum at all course levels. 

Adam Saunders was awarded the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Librarianship at the 2022 

SUNY Morrisville Commencement Ceremony. 

During the SUNY Morrisville Mustang Weekend (homecoming) the Library hosted a Look back at 1972 

gallery wall display featuring photographs of that year in celebration of the 50th anniversary of the 

Class of 1972. This display also hosted a number of yearbooks and other vintage materials for guests 

to look through. 

M O R R I S V I L L E  

Adam Saunders 

Adam Saunders  

N E W  P A L T Z  

Chrissy O’Grady 

Nakia Palka joined the library on August 18th as a Receiving & Circulation Clerk. We are thrilled to have her be a part of 

STL and are looking forward to getting to know her. 

Anne Deutsch, Associate Librarian, is one of the Faculty Peer Mentors for 2022-23. SUNY New Paltz’s successful Online 

Peer Mentors program continues for its third year as a peer-to-peer resource for faculty looking to develop their 

pedagogy in varied modalities. Anne will support faculty in the topics of General Education and Information Literacy. 

The Digital Scholarship Center (formerly the DASH Lab) reopened at the Sojourner Truth Library in fall 2022, as an 

interdisciplinary, collaborative space where students, faculty and staff can pose and pursue new research questions 

using digital scholarship methods and tools. The DSC is opening the academic year with a slate of programs and 

resources for the New Paltz campus community. The early highlight is Digital Scholarship Week, Oct. 31–Nov. 4, an 

opportunity for faculty to join hands-on workshops about digital scholarship tools and pedagogy. Workshop topics 

include Digital Literacy Pedagogy, Omeka Basics, Data Ethics, and Digital Tools for Teaching.  

(Continued on page 16) 

https://hawksites.newpaltz.edu/digitalscholarshipcenter/
https://hawksites.newpaltz.edu/digitalscholarshipcenter/workshops-and-events/
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In addition to these programs, the Center provides a shared computing space open to everyone on campus; supports 

interdisciplinary and collaborative digital scholarship projects; provides training in digital scholarship tools and methods; 

provides pedagogical guidance for faculty incorporating digital scholarship in their courses; and aims to engage a 

community of digital scholarship students, faculty, and researchers. 

Additional services available to faculty include consultations with a Librarian to discuss pedagogical 

and technical approaches to digital scholarship projects in the classroom, and scheduling time at the 

DSC for a class. Faculty and students are encouraged to stop by during open hours for a quick tour of 

the space. Jennifer Rutner, senior assistant librarian, is serving as the Coordinator for the Digital 

Scholarship Center. Hours of operation vary by time of year and can be found on their site. 
Jennifer Rutner 

N I A G A R A  

Jean Linn 

The Lewis Library welcomed two new part-time librarians for the fall 2022 semester, Tina Soliday and Cassandra Dwyer. 

Tina recently graduated from the University at Buffalo’s Information and Library Science program. Cassandra received 

her degree from the University of Pittsburgh.  

One of the many projects Public Services Librarian Andy Aquino has been overseeing is the regular update of the 

collection displays. Some recent highlights are: Banned Books Week, Hispanic Heritage Month, Football (Go Bills!), 

documentaries, and movies filmed in WNY.  

Technical Services Librarian Jean Linn is teaching LLC 161: Library Research Methods this semester. It is cross-listed as 

an Honors Colloquium. Jean is also creating a presentation of the College’s history for the 60th Anniversary celebrations.  

Instruction & Assessment Librarian Andy Yeager is developing a new LLC course to become a 

requirement of the Human Services AS program. The class will be titled: Library Research Methods for 

the Social Sciences. Andy is also serving as the College’s Faculty Representative on the Middle States 

Steering Committee.  
Andy Yeager  

O N E O N T A  

Lori Wienke 

Oneonta’s Milne Library welcomed Alayna Vander Veer as Reference and Instruction Librarian in 

August. Alayna hit the ground running by joining Oneonta’s first Faculty Academy for Inclusive 

Pedagogy Cohort, which was instructed in the pedagogy of real-talk, developed and taught by Dr. Paul 

Hernandez. The cohort continues to meet monthly to discuss successes and strategies for classroom 

implementation. Alayna is also on the steering committee for Oneonta’s PRISM Conference being held 

Oct. 21-22, 2022. A small, intimate gathering of folks who wish to “highlight and celebrate LGBTQIA+ 

experiences through fostered dialogue across academic and/or practical experiences, disciplinary foci, 

and institutional perspectives, as well as provide support and resources to those that attend.” This year’s theme is 

Leaving a Healing Footprint, Laying a Healthy Foundation. 

Milne Library launched a busy semester with programming to support our campus commemoration of the 30th  

(Continued on page 17) 

Alayna Vander Veer  

https://hawksites.newpaltz.edu/digitalscholarshipcenter/hours/
https://suny.oneonta.edu/gender-and-sexuality-resource-center/prism-conference
https://suny.oneonta.edu/news-events/remembering-black-list-and-looking-forward
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anniversary of the “Black List” at Oneonta in September. Then we transformed our reading room 

into a reflection space that featured archival exhibits and materials, a curated book display with a 

focus on social justice, activism, and protest, and an engagement prompt that invited the campus 

to share their vision for the future of Oneonta. 

Also, Milne Library kicked off Banned Books Week with an open letter write-a-thon, 

which invited the campus to join library staff in writing letters to authors of banned/

challenged books. Student workers created a reflection wall that invited 

commentary on freedom of expression and the impacts of censorship. Dr Martin 

Garnar, editor of the Intellectual Freedom Manual, presented a lecture on 

“Intellectual Freedom and You.” We finished off the week with Banned Books 

Karaoke with staff reading aloud from banned/challenged works in an interactive 

Teams session. 

O N O N D A G A  

Lisa Hoff 

Lisa Hoff has been serving as Interim Library Department Chair since January and has been approved as Department 

Chair for a 3-year term starting this May.  

Coulter Library welcomes Professor Richard Blankenship & Professor Michelle 

Malinovsky! Richard and Michelle joined the Coulter Library team in January and 

are settling into their new roles.  

Currently, Richard is in the research and planning stages of an English Language 

Institute that will be located on the 3rd floor of Coulter Library. He is continuing 

his work as English Affiliate to the School of Business where he also serves as 

Library liaison.  

Michelle is continuing her work as English Affiliate to the School of Liberal Arts and the School of Art, Design, Media, & 

Music, in addition to serving as the Library liaison to both Schools. She is also providing research support for faculty and 

the Grants Office. She has already worked with several faculty members in this capacity. 

Instructional Technology Librarian Tim Saka organized a Ramadan event at SUNY OCC campus on 

April 13th as part of the Asian Pacific American Heritage Month. Imam Muris from The Islamic 

Community of North American Bosniaks delivered a lecture on “Ramadan and Charity.” He also 

answered wide range of questions from the participating students on Islam and Ramadan culture. 

A local non-profit organization, CNY RISE Center, gave Ramadan gift bags to each of the 

participants. 

Tim Saka also reached out to interested students to reinstate the Muslim Student Association (MSA Club) on campus. 

MSA Club had been deactivated last couple years due to Covid. Ramadan was a great time to reestablish the club on the 

campus and support the Muslim students. 

(l-r) Richard Blankenship, Michelle Malinovsky 

Tim Saka  

https://www.instagram.com/p/CiLIbnDrUsM/?igshid=NGIzOGRhOTI%3D
https://www.instagram.com/p/CisPVvHLcg8/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CisjX7grWe9/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CiupGptrtMR/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Ci0q5fEPNUz/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Ci0q5fEPNUz/
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O R A N G E  

Amy Hillick  

The SUNY Orange Library welcomes Sharon Skopp, who has been appointed as User Services Librarian 

at the Newburgh campus. Sharon previously served as Reference and Interlibrary Loan Librarian at St. 

Thomas Aquinas College in Sparkill, NY. 
Sharon Skopp 

O S W E G O  

Morgan Bond 

On September 22nd Penfield Library hosted its first Banned Books 

Celebration post-pandemic in collaboration with Creative Writing faculty, 

and it was a great success! There were an estimated 150 attendees, with 

activities ranging from a book giveaway/book toss, banned comics 

display/giveaway, and erasure poetry, button making, 30 years of banned 

books display, and a photo frame (props, photo with a banned book, anti-

banned book signs). 

With the leadership of Erin Kovalsky, Penfield Library recently joined the Sustainable Libraries Initiative membership and 

academic library certification program. Our Library Sustainability Committee is working closely with SUNY Oswego’s 

Office of Sustainability to critically evaluate and improve our services, resources, and policies to align more closely with 

the triple bottom line; that is, practices that are environmentally sound, economically feasible, and socially equitable. 

In June, Deborah Bauder presented “Supporting First-Gens in the Library Classroom” at The Innovative Library 

Classroom (TILC) Conference at the College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. 

Emily Mitchell has re-joined us as the Assistant Director of Penfield Library; her first day was September 1st. Emily 

earned her MLS from Indiana University, and also holds an MA in Educational Technology from Central Michigan 

University. Emily previously served at SUNY Oswego as the Coordinator of Library Technology. She spent 3 years at the 

Public Library of Brookline, in Brookline Massachusetts as the Assistant Library Director for Technology and the Interim 

Director. Emily is also an avid crocheter and French horn player, and has been known to bring her balloon-animal-

making supplies to SUNYLA conferences. Welcome back, Emily! 

Katherine Benedict has taken the position of Acquisitions Librarian at the Catholic University of America in D.C. We’ll 

miss Kate at SUNY Oswego, but wish her the best at her new institution! 

(l-r) Deborah Bauder, Nicole Westerdahl, Emily Mitchell  

SUNY Plattsburgh's Feinberg Library is proud to announce its newly created Family Study 

Room, a space intended to make life on campus a little easier for students who are parents.  

It is a space open to all students with a child under the age of 12 on a first-come, first-served 

basis. It features coloring supplies, stuffed animals, toys, children's books, comfortable 

seating for parents and children alike, and a desktop computer for the parent. It is hoped that 

providing a contained, child-friendly study space for student-parents will help enable this 

population to utilize the library’s services and resources comfortably and effectively. 

The library has two new library clerks at our circulation desk, Joshua Weiss and Regan Ashline started just after the  

(Continued on page 19) 

P L A T T S B U R G H  

Michelle Toth 
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beginning of the fall semester. They will supervise our student employees and oversee the day 

to day circulation desk responsibilities.   

After 37 years our cataloger and colleague, Anne Rowland will be retiring this fall. As the saying 

goes: librarians don’t retire they get renewed.   

Feinberg Library is hosting an exhibit from the SUNY Plattsburgh Art Museum. Donna Ferrato: 

Behind Closed Doors features her groundbreaking documentation of the hidden world of 

domestic violence. The exhibit is in the Deep Quiet room of the library.  

P O L Y T E C H N I C  

Rebecca Hewitt  

On Friday September 16th Cayan Library kicked off Poly's Wildcat Weekend 

with an event celebrating our multicultural campus and region. The library 

partnered with the Office of Multicultural Affairs (relocated to the library 

building in August) to host an opening for the exhibit Portraits of Hope: 

Faces of Refugee Resettlement in Central New York and OMA's annual map 

pinning, where students and visitors are invited to place pins on a world 

map representing where they come from. 

The Portraits of Hope exhibit exists in both physical and virtual space. It 

began in 2016 as a photography exhibition at Utica's Munson-Williams-

Proctor Arts Institute curated by Anna T. D'Ambrosio, President and CEO of the museum. The photographer, Lynne 

Browne, is a retiree, two time alumna, and adjunct faculty member at Poly. The museum exhibition also featured text by 

Professor of Anthropology Kathryn Stam. 

Cayan Library was able to bring the portraits to campus with support from federal American Rescue Plan Act funding 

allocated to the New York State Library by the Institute of Museum and Library Services. Librarians Rebecca Hewitt 

(SUNY Polytechnic) and Kathleen Salsbury (PrattMWP) are co-principal investigators. The talented students of Professor 

Stam's Spring 2022 IDT 553 class created the virtual exhibit. 

S T O N Y  B R O O K  

Jennifer DeVito 

Stony Brook University Libraries welcomes our new dean, Karim Boughida. Dean Boughida started on September 15th. 

He comes to SBU from the University of Rhode Island (URI) where he was the dean since 2015. At URI, Dean Boughida 

was instrumental in implementing numerous initiatives, including a makerspace, an extended reality (XR) lab, and a 

data science teaching and research program. He is the vice-chair on the board of the National Information Standards 

Organization (NISO) and is fluent in Arabic, English, and French. He holds a Master’s degree in Library and Information 

Science from the University of Montreal and a Bachelor's degree in library science from the University of Constantine 

(Algeria).  

Distinguished Librarian Michael Bailou Huang was selected by the Chinese American Librarians 

Association (CALA) Executive Board as its next Executive Director (2022-2025). His term begins in 

July 2022, at the end of the ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. Within CALA, Michael has 

served as CALA Board of Directors, President of Northeast Chapter, Chair of the International  

(Continued on page 20) 

Michael Bailou Huang  

https://sunypoly.edu/sites/default/files/2022-09/Wildcat-Weekend-2022-Schedule.pdf
https://gannettgallery.org/portraitsofhope/
https://gannettgallery.org/portraitsofhope/
https://gannettgallery.org/portraitsofhope/
https://gannettgallery.org/portraitsofhope/
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Relations Committee, Representative to the Library Society of China, and Editor for the International Journal of 

Librarianship.    

Over the summer, Michael co-presented a poster session titled “Reconnect, rebuild and 

rebrand: CALA members’ initiatives to help move our institutions above & beyond the 

pandemic” with Hong Yao from Queens Public Library, Wenli Gao from the University of 

Houston, and Guoying (Grace) Liu from the University of Windsor at the IFLA 87th World 

Library and Information Congress, July 26-29, 2022, Dublin, Ireland.  

This year, Christine Fena begins her term as the ACRL liaison to the Conference on College Composition and 

Communication (CCCC), representing the Instruction Section and Literatures in English Section. If you've attended CCCC 

in the past, and have any words of wisdom to share with her, or if you plan on attending CCCC, are interested in learning 

more, or want to discuss your collaborations with Writing, Rhetoric, or English instructors 

at your institution, please feel free to reach out to her at any time.  

The Stony Brook University Libraries recognized Banned Books Week 2022 with a display 

in the Melville Library’s Central Reading Room. The display featured challenged books, 

Banned Books Week stickers, and a “caught reading banned books” mugshot area for 

selfies. 

(l-r) Hong Yao, Michael Bailou Huang 

Sheila Fox, Reference and Reader Services Librarian and Visual Arts 

Professor will exhibit her sculptural art at The Heckscher Museum of 

Art’s (Huntington, New York) “2022 Long Island Biennial,” a juried 

exhibition featuring exceptional art from contemporary artists across 

Suffolk and Nassau Counties. Professor Fox was one of 57 artists 

chosen out of 723 who submitted. A fiber and mixed-media artist, 

Professor Fox focuses on free-standing sculpture and wall reliefs that 

explore the expressive potential of soft, textile-based and flexible 

materials. Her work is an outgrowth of The Art Fabric Movement 

combined with her interests in soft architecture, the geometry of crystal 

structures and contemporary soft sculptures such as in the work of 

Lenore Tawney, Magdalena Abakanowicz, and Claes Oldenburg. The Heckscher “Biennial” runs from October 1, 2022 to 

January 22, 2023. Professor Fox will be in the gallery on Sunday, December 11, from 1:00 until 3:00pm to interact with 

the public and answer any questions. Since 2002, Professor Fox has worked at the College primarily as an Adjunct 

Reference Librarian but has also served as a Makerspace Guide and Facilitator in the library and has, on occasion, 

taught foundational Art classes in the Visual Arts Department. 

The Suffolk County Community College Libraries had some celebrating to do this semester as we recognized Lisa 

Melendez, Professor of Library Sciences for 30 years of service and Rebecca Turner-Wallace, Professor of Library 

Science for 20 years of service. Promotions among librarians include Bruce Seger to Professor, Fabio Montella to 

Associate Professor and Joan Cook and Keith Pardini to Assistant Professor. Continuing appointments were achieved by 

Joan Cook and Fabio Montella.   

S U F F O L K  

Joan Cook 

Running Quadraflex, by Sheila Fox  

mailto:christine.fena@stonybrook.edu
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This fall our library joined the Academic OverDrive Consortium through the ESLN Academic Discount Program. Our users, 

along with those of other participants from small academic libraries in the state, now have access to a shared collection 

of leisure and popular ebooks and audiobooks. Member libraries select titles to add that are then accessible to all 

members. 

The library was a tabling location for TC3 Votes and librarian Susanna 

Van Sant volunteered for the event. TC3 Votes is a non-partisan 

campus campaign to increase voter registration, turnout, and civic 

engagement on our campus. Representatives from TC3 and the 

greater Tompkins/Cortland communities were present at various 

locations on campus (including the library) on September 20 and 21. 

The efforts of TC3 Votes generated almost 75 new voter registrations 

and/or absentee ballot requests. The library also displayed a selection 

of books, curated by Susanna, about voting to commemorate the 

initiative. 

Our library commemorated Banned Books Week from September 18-24 with a display of books that have been targeted 

by bans, along with a related discussion, hosted by librarian Eric Jenes, on September 22 in the College Teaching Center 

(located in the library). Members of the campus community were invited to discuss the banned books that had the 

greatest impact on their own lives or teaching, as well as to hear more about how our library ensures that the campus 

community will continue to have unfettered access to books that have faced bans.  

In staff news, librarian Karla Block was promoted to the rank of full Professor.  

(l-r) Susanna Van Sant and others at TC3 Votes event 

T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D   

Karla Block 

Heidi Webb, Discovery and Systems Librarian, received the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in 

Library Service at the 2022 Convocation ceremony. Additionally, Heidi was recently appointed 

secretary of the Upstate Faculty Council. Heidi has managed many impactful projects and technology 

implementations at Upstate in recent years, and is constantly finding new ways to help our library 

provide better and more seamless access to our patrons. 

Abigail Smith, Evidence Synthesis Librarian, and Olivia Tsistinas, Outreach Coordinator, published a systematic review in 

Nutrients. The review, “Increased vs. standard dose of Iron in ready-to-use therapeutic foods for the treatment of severe 

acute malnutrition in a community setting: A systematic review and meta-analysis,” was awarded grant funding by the 

World Health Organization (WHO). 

Jennifer Sullivan, Academic & Research Librarian, co-presented at the July 2022 Graphic Medicine conference in 

Chicago. Her panel was “Graphic medicine on cancer narratives,” and was very well-received.  

Wendi Ackerman, Deputy Director, has left the library to take on a new role at Upstate’s IMT Research Technology Core, 

where she now holds the role of Research Data Administrator and is supporting the institution in support, training, and  

(Continued on page 22) 
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Rebecca Steere 
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resources for REDCap and survey design, among other data management needs. She has been an incredible colleague, 

supervisor and mentor to many and we are sad to lose her, but excited to see her moving on to new adventures. 

Cara Howe, Assistant Director of Archives & Special Collections, has accepted the position of Head of Special Collections 

& University Archives at Colgate University. Cara has done so much to grow and transform her department and boost the 

discoverability and impact of our local collections. She will certainly be missed, but we wish her great success in her new 

endeavors at Colgate. 

mailto:saundear@morrisville.edu
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On September 7th, 2022, Samuel R. Scholes Library of Ceramics held a celebration to commemorate the 

anniversary of our building and the official founding of the library. The Ceramics Library had its formal 

beginning in 1947 with the dedication of the current building on September 16th, 1992. The celebration was 

held in conjunction with the Glass Sustainability Conference, organized by Professors Colin Wilkinson and Bill 

LaCourse, with support from the School of Engineering and Dean Gabrielle Gaustad.  

Festivities included a luncheon, guest speakers, a visit from the libraries’ living mascot Professor of Ceramics 

John Gill, and an archival display. Dean of Libraries, Brian Sullivan gave a brief history of Scholes Library, 

summarized below.  He spoke of the impact the Scholes Library of Ceramics has had over time on glass and 

ceramics research in New York State, SUNY, the nation, and the world, by through its resources and 

reference services to institutions, individuals, and industry. The planning committee consisted of the Dean of 

Libraries, Director of Libraries Mechele Romanchock, Engineering and Scholarly Communications Librarian 

Samantha Dannick, and Archives Coordinator Laura Habecker with valuable advisement and institutional 

knowledge from University Archivist Laurie Lounsberry Meehan and Director Emeritus Mark Smith. 

Humble Beginnings 

The Scholes Library of Ceramics is proud to be one of the 3 components in the New York State College of 

Ceramics, along with the Inamori School of Engineering & the School of Art and Design. Even as libraries have 

changed & evolved through the years, we continue to pride ourselves on our outstanding service and world 

class resources in the art, science, technology, and history of Ceramics and Glass. It’s been said about our 

College Archives: “The materials collected here represent more than institutional history, for ceramics at 

Alfred contributed to—and to some extent created—the history of ceramics in America.” One thread 

throughout our distinguished history has always been our excellent people and their dedication to providing 

top notch research support to our patrons.   

Even though the official, formal beginnings of the library of Ceramics happened in 1947, 

75 years ago, the origins of this library and its collection really go all the way back to 

1900, when Governor Theodore Roosevelt signed legislation to create the NYS School of 

Clay-Working & Ceramics at Alfred University, which was tuition-free for NYS residents! 

Called the “Father of American studio ceramics” founding director of the School, Charles 

Fergus Binns started gathering a library in his office and pleading the case for library 

funds, books, and space. State Hall, eventually renamed Binns Hall, where Binns’ office 

was located was the first location of our informal Ceramics Library from 1900-1932, our humble beginnings! 

By 1909 the collection included 68 books and 28 pamphlets.  

In 1932, the School of Clay-Working and Ceramics was renamed The New York State College of Ceramics.  

(Continued on page 24) 
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Brian Sullivan & Mechele Romanchock (Alfred Ceramics) 

Charles Fergus Binns  
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The collection moved from State Hall to Merrill Hall, where it lived for more than 40 years, 

from 1932-1973. By the mid-1940s, it had become an over 1,000 volume collection that 

was overcrowded, uncatalogued and “unsupervised.”  

Samuel R. Scholes 

Enter Samuel Ray Scholes, Sr, 1884-1974. Known to his friends and family as Ray, he was a 

husband, father, scholar, scientific educator, hymn-writer, musician, poet, and known to be a 

maker of excellent fudge. 

Ever the poet, he lovingly referred to glass as the “eye of science, the carrier of light.” After 20 years as a 

chemist in Rochester, Ohio, Maryland, West Virginia and Pennsylvania, he came to Alfred, where he 

established the first glass science program in the United States at the College of Ceramics in 1932. Later 

(after Scholes, but certainly inspired by him) came a PhD program in Glass Science, the 1st in the U.S. and 

3rd in the world. He also established the Technical Writing program. During his 20 years at Alfred before he 

retired, he was Professor of Glass Science, Head of the Department of Glass 

Technology (1932-1946), Associate Dean and Dean (1946-1952).  

Scholes wrote Modern Glass Practice, the highly acclaimed, definitive work that 

helped standardize the process of glass making in the United States. His research 

centered around large-scale production of crystal glass and inexpensive methods 

of applying colors to glass tableware. 

Back to the Library 

As Professor and Head of the Department of Glass Technology, Scholes found a disorganized 

library. He recognized that the resources were excellent, but a bit chaotic. Dan Lilkas-Rain, 

96’, Scholes’ great-grandson, conveyed the story from that Scholes and his wife Lois had a 

free library at their house for colleagues and friends to drop by at any time to use since they 

never locked their house. This collection eventually moved to Scholes’ office on campus and 

formed at least one contribution to the early library. He formally established the Ceramics Library in 1947. 

The combined Scholes/Binns Collection of over 1,200 volumes and several dozen periodical subscriptions 

had far surpassed its humble beginnings. 

The most important thing Scholes Sr. did for the future of the library was to recruit Emily 

Van Schoick from the American Ceramics Society, where she was a fellow, as well as 

Associate Editor of the ACS journal, as  the first College of Ceramics Librarian to organize, 

expand, and arrange the collection. Emily described the experience this way: “This building 

of a library is a rough-and-tumble, nightmarish period—and also lots of fun!” Although Emily 

did not have any training as a librarian, she knew ceramics literature and indexing from her 

25 years’ experience at the American Ceramics Society. One of her key achievements in  

(Continued on page 25) 
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those early years was to produce indexes of our library holdings which were routinely distributed to other 

libraries and businesses via typewriters and mimeograph machines. This put the College of Ceramics Library 

on the map, establishing a reputation for the very latest, and most extensive publication catalogues in the 

industry.  

The Library remained at Merrill Hall, which through some renovations was 

expanded to become Binns-Merrill Hall in 1951. Faculty advisors were 

tapped to build the collection, along with donations from Emily’s extensive 

contacts from her time with the American Ceramic Society. Cataloging of the 

collection was completed by 1955, with 14,000 volumes by Emily’s 

retirement in 1959, and 24,000 volumes 

by 1967. In 1973, Harder Hall housed the newly named Samuel R. Scholes 

Sr. Library of Ceramics, filling 4 floors and sharing space with the rapidly 

growing Art school.  Eventually the weight of Library collection began to 

threaten the structural integrity of the building! During the late 1980s, 

portions of collection moved to off-site storage as plans were made for a 

new building. The current Scholes Library was dedicated on September 16, 

1992. It now houses a collection of over 75,000 print volumes, in addition to serials, media, slides, theses, 

the NYSCC Archives, a Special Collections comprised of rare books, 

artist books, zines, folios, works of art and other materials that relate 

to art and engineering. Not to mention the wealth of electronic 

resources available thorough AURA, our institutional repository and 

databases and subscriptions bolstered by our invaluable SUNY 

consortium relationships. 

Commitment to service and personal assistance was 

established by first librarian Emily Van Schoick and has 

continued to this day. Buildings matter, collections matter, but 

none would be possible without our awesome people! This 

sentiment from the 20th anniversary dedication still rings true 

today: “A library, at its core, is a reflection of those who 

organize it, grow its value, and offer its riches. It is you who are 

our true foundation. We thank you all.”  

Scholes Library entrance in Harder Hall  

Binns-Merrill Hall  

Scholes Library, 2022 

(top l-r) Scholes Library staff 1967, 2012; (bottom) 2022 
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