
Now that we are through the busy-ness of the holiday 

season and the post-holiday slump, we are presumably 

recharged and ready to focus on the semester ahead. And 

there is quite a bit to look forward to. 

The planning for the SUNYLA 2023 Annual Conference is 

well underway. The conference is titled SUNYLA Sets Sail: 

Academic Libraries Charting the Future and will be held at SUNY Maritime 

College on June 14-16, 2023. We are excited to have Megan Lotts, Art 

Librarian at Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, as the keynote 

speaker. The Call for Proposals has gone out; the deadline is March 8, 2023. 

Thanks to Jill Kehoe, the 2nd Vice President, and the entire conference 

planning committee for their hard work. 

There are scholarships available for newer SUNYLA members and for library 

school students and recent graduates. The application deadline is March 25, 

2023. 

By the time you read this, the SUNYLA Midwinter ConferenceðLibrary Data: 

The Good, The Bad, and the Uglyðwill have taken place. Scheduled for Friday, 

February 3, 2023, this yearõs Midwinter Conference is a full-day virtual 

conference exploring the joys and challenges of library data. This free 

conference is open to everyone. Check the Midwinter Conference page for 

information and the Conference Archive page for recordings of the sessions. 

As always, thanks to the Midwinter Conference planning committeeðJill 

Locasio, Bill Jones, Carrie Marten, Jennifer Jeffery, Jessica McGivneyðfor their 

work! 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Got  yours?  
  

Get your SUNYLA gear at:  

www.cafepress.com/profile/sunyla 

(Continued from page 1) 

While you are exploring the SUNYLA website, the SUNYLA Information Literacy Committee (SILC) has 

available the slides and recordings from the SILC Instruction Showcase that was held January 12, 

2023. Thanks to that committee and co-chairs Megan Benson and Jocelyn Ireland for putting 

together that successful event! 

The Excellence in Scholarship subcommittee is looking for members to help review the works that 

will be submitted for the inaugural Excellence in Scholarship awards. Anyone interested in being a 

member of this subcommittee should contact Rebecca Hewitt. (See page 6 for more about the 

awards.) 

SUNYLA elections are fast approaching! Anyone interested in nominating themselves or a colleague 

for a position should contact 1st Vice President Adam Saunders. This is a great opportunity to gain 

leadership experience and help support the work of SUNYLA. 

Our next council meeting will be held virtually and in-person at SUNY Maritime College on March 24, 

2023. I am looking forward to continuing working with you all!  
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In July of 2022, Interim SUNY Chancellor Debra Stanley announced the creation of a new organization in 

SUNY dedicated to improving the working and learning experiences of women and their allies in SUNYé. 

SUNY WIT.  

In September of 2022, the SUNYLA Council voted to endorse the SUNY WIT, and President Jennifer DeVito 

conveyed that news to me in October.  

The new SUNY Women in Technology (SUNY WIT) organization is based in the SUNY Office of Diversity, Equity, 

and Inclusion (ODEI). ODEI is led by interim V.P. Valerie Dent, with an evolving governance structure including 

a SUNY program coordinator/director (currently me), and has been guided to this point by a 

terrific advisory group of SUNY library and technology leaders. The SUNY WIT has as its 

mission òto attract, empower, support, and retain a more gender diverse IT related workforce 

and student population for SUNY,ó and as its vision òto assure that all members of the SUNY 

diversified IT community are achieving at their highest potential.ó This is ambitious, I know! 

There are many WIT organizations across the country and internationally. Many focus on supporting women 

in computing, or women in technology businesses, and they are all wonderful organizations. And SUNYLA has 

long had interest groups and committees that focus on librarianship enhanced with technology, as have other 

SUNY role-alike groups- like the computer operators, telecommunications, registrars, advisors, and many 

others. Our SUNY WIT is different and distinctive in that itõs intended to cross over all kinds of current silos, 

bring in allies as well as folks who identify as women, and to use a campus chapter model to make sure that 

it functions to best support all the diversity that is SUNY.     

The SUNY WIT was showcased through a presentation at the May CIT conference, and then in June I spoke at 

the SUNYLA conference business meeting to introduce the SUNY WIT. From that presentation: òThe SUNY WIT 

is an inclusive and diverse organization working to connect people identifying as women and their allies in 

traditional IT (information technology), libraries and other SUNY functional offices with strong technology roles 

(such as admissions, athletics, institutional research, impact analysts, academic departments, student 

success functions, instructional design, and campus facilities).ó 

Hereõs why SUNY WIT will be an advantage for SUNY Libraries.  

1. Library systems and services are highly automated as we know 

2. Academic libraries are part of a tech advanced higher education ecosystem 

3. Library jobs require technology skills, and job adds document that 

4. Women in IT are essential for libraries to maintain/grow equity and diversity  

5. SUNY WIT is looking into membership in the national NCWIT, gaining access to information and 

resources to assist all campuses with gender diversification efforts. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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S U N Y  W I T  I S  F O R  L I B RA R I E S !    

Holly Heller-Ross, Plattsburgh 

Holly Heller-Ross 

https://ncwit.org/


(Continued from page 4) 

In order for us to effectively serve our patrons we need to offer them services they need and want. We can do 

that much better when we, as a profession, better reflect who our patrons are and when they can see and 

feel that we understand them. Our ability to attract and retain a more gender-diverse workforce will be an 

important part of our SUNY library efforts to achieve our college missions. Our SUNY library staff and faculty 

recruitment and retention challenges are many, including our limited positions, budgets for salaries, 

widespread locations, shifting workloads, and continuing appointment requirements for some positions. The 

SUNY WIT can help current and new library employees feel welcomed and supported.   

So, now what?  

Now you are all invited to explore the SUNY WIT Website, join the SUNY WIT listserv, and collaborate with 

technology minded colleagues across your campus to create a SUNY WIT campus chapter! 
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Did you or a colleague publish a paper last year? Give a conference presentation that was a career 

highlight? Upload a coding project to GitHub that could change the way students interact with library 

resources? 

The SUNYLA Professional Development Committee is seeking nominations for the inaugural Excellence 

in Scholarship & Excellence in Student Scholarship awards. Scholarship eligible for these awards was 

published, presented, handed in, or otherwise fixed in a sharable forum during the 2022 calendar 

year.  

Nominations and self-nominations are welcome.  

To be eligible for the Excellence in Scholarship award, 

One of the creators must be: 

¶ A SUNYLA member (non-student) 

¶ Author or part of an authorship group which generated a work, such as a 

 ˀ Published paper 

 ˀ Conference paper or recorded presentation 

 ˀ Work fixed in a sharable medium (e.g. code uploaded to an open access repository) 

The nominated work must have been: 

¶ Created, published, or presented during the calendar year prior to the annual conference at 

which the award is presented (2022) 

¶ Nominated or self-nominated, including nominations by Awards committee members  

 

 

To be eligible for the Excellence in Student Scholarship award,  

One of the creators must be: 

¶ A student pursuing a degree at an American Library Association-accredited graduate program 

in New York State  

¶ Author or part of an authorship group which generated a work  

 ˀ Created as part of coursework, or 

 ˀ Created for publication, presentation, or other public distribution (e.g. code uploaded to an 

open access repository)  

The nominated work must have been: 

¶ Created, published, or presented during the calendar year prior to the annual conference at 

which the award is presented (2022)  

¶ Nominated or self-nominated, including nominations by Awards committee members  

Awards include a cash prize and an opportunity to present at the SUNYLA Annual Conference. 

Nomination forms will be available in mid-March. Questions can be submitted to Rebecca Hewitt, 

hewittr@sunypoly.edu.  



A L B A N Y 

Kabel Stanwicks 
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C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S 

The Access Services Department recently welcomed three new staff members. Robert Sheedy and Emilie Wacogne 

joined the Access Services Department as Library Clerks II in late-November. Robert comes to us from the Albany Public 

Library, and Emilie was at the NYS DEC Library. Kendall McGowan joined the Libraries on January 23 as our new Access 

Services Evening Associate. She will be involved in managing our student employment operation and supporting front 

line services. Kendall comes to us from Siena College Library and she is currently pursuing her MSIS degree at UAlbany. 

The Libraries offered extended hours for final exams at the end of the fall semester. In addition to later hours, the 

Libraries hosted stress less events for students during finals. 

The University Library Current Periodicals Reading Room is being transformed into a multi-purpose event and study 

space. We're excited to have this room ready to host events for our campus's student research showcase at the end of 

April. 

The University Libraries are undergoing a library-wide reorganization. More to follow as things develop.  

A L F R E D  C E R A M I C S 

Mechele Romanchock  

AU Libraries wrapped up fall 2022 finals week with free coffee, tea, 

and cookies in the libraries. Therapy Dog Cole Porter and a Lego 

Table provided students with some de-stressing opportunities. 

Library staff enjoyed gathering for the annual tradition of 

assembling goody bags for our student assistants. This bag of 

òstudy fueló is a nice mix of healthy and sweet treats. It serves not 

only as a thank you to our student employees for their invaluable 

contributions, but also as a reminder for them to take care of their 

mental and physical health during the hectic times of the 

semester. 

Staffing Updates 

Megan Allen recently joined our team as the Digital Projects Coordinator. In this 

position Megan will digitize archival materials as well as create and maintain digital 

collections in both Herrick Memorial Library and Samuel R. Scholes Library. Haleigh 

Mikolajczyk, was recently hired as the Public Services Coordinator for Scholes Library, 

previously serving as Public Services Assistant for Herrick Memorial Library. Haleigh 

manages services desk operations and leads over 30 student assistants in providing 

outstanding customer service to patrons. Haleigh and Megan are both attending 

University at Buffalo's Information and Library Science Master's Degree Program.   

 (Continued on page 8) 

(l-r) Samantha Dannick, Haleigh Mikolajczyk, & Mark Smith 

assemble goody bags for library student workers; finished bags 

awaiting pickup   

(l-r) Megan Allen, Haleigh Mikolajczyk 
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(Continued from page 7) 

Projects and Presentations 

This past November, Librarians Kevin Adams and Maria Planansky presented and spoke on a panel entitled òCRT 

[Critical Race Theory] in Libraries Case Study: A Conversation on Library Work In and Against Prisons,ó co-sponsored by 

the Prison Library Support Network and the Reference and Instruction Special Interest Group of the Metro Library 

Council.  

Librarians John Hosford and Samantha Dannick closed out the UN 

International Year of Glass (2022) by learning how to blow glass. 

As the two subject librarians at Scholes Library for Art and 

Engineering, respectively, this was a fitting tribute to the 

specialization of the New York State College of Ceramics (glass is 

actually a type of ceramic). Working with Glass Club student 

leaders Adeye Jean-Batiste and James Smith, they each made a 

marble and a paperweight. John reports that òAdeye and James 

have been perfect teachers, leading us through working with glass 

in the hot shop in Binns-Merrill Hall, even giving us a bit of 

homework.ó  

John Hosford presented òRe-Designing Library Instruction with Active Learning and the Cephalonian Methodó at the 

SUNYLA Information Literacy Committeeõs (SILC) third annual virtual Instruction Showcase on January 12th.  

In Memoriam 

Former Director of Scholes Library Bruce Connolly passed away on November 19th, 2022, at the age of 

82. Bruce started in the NYSCC library as Serials Librarian in 1970 and became Director in 1983. In 

1999, Bruce was awarded with the NYS Chancellorõs Award for Librarianship.  

He led Scholes Library during the construction of the current building and was instrumental in 

developing the reputation of Scholes Library as one of the most comprehensive collections of 

bibliographic material on ceramic art and ceramic sciences. Bruce retired in 1999. His obituary can be 

found in Rochesterõs Democrat and Chronicle. 

(l-r) Adeye Jean-Baptiste, Samantha Dannick & John Hosford; 

Samantha Dannick & James Smith  

Bruce Connolly  

The Hinkle Library is hosting the exhibit from the Smithsonian Institution, "A Place for All 

People: Introducing the National Museum of African American History and Culture" through 

March 15, 2023.  

Recarpeting of the circulating collection space of the third floor of the library took place 

over winter break. Library staff collaborated to ensure order during the moving of 

monographs and shelving during the carpet replacement. 

A L F R E D  S T A T E 

Nick Cousino 

Hinkle Library, 3rd floor  

https://www.democratandchronicle.com/obituaries/rdc179065
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Kathy Hart has joined us as our new physical facilities manager. Previously Kathy has worked in other campus physical 

facilities positions. Kathy holds a Bachelorõs Degree in Business Administration and Human Resources from NYS 

Excelsior College. Currently, she is enrolled in the Masterõs of Higher Education Administration Program at Stony Brook 

University. 

Jeanne Ball is our new Associate Director of Finance. Her previous experience includes eight years of working at the 

Universityõs Budget Office. Prior to working at the University, Jeanne received a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Mathematics at College Misericordia and worked for many years in the Actuarial department of Columbian Financial 

Group. 

Emily Creo is our new Visual and Performing Arts Librarian. Emily joins us from the Four County Library System. Emily 

earned her MLS from Clarion University of Pennsylvania, and is working on a PhD in Country House Studies at the 

University of Buckingham Humanities Research Institute. Emily is a Department of Music alumna, and has served as the 

Binghamton Community Orchestraõs Librarian for the past 14 years.  

Sarah Maximiek has been promoted to Head of Acquisitions. As a member of 

Technical Services, Sarah works closely with staff in the department and throughout 

the Libraries to collectively manage the full spectrum of access to the Librariesõ 

resources, purchase through delivery. 

David Floyd has been promoted to Chief Cataloging Librarian. As the primary 

authority for the work of original catalogers, adjusted catalogers and staff handling 

copy cataloging, David advises staff and answers questions concerning cataloging issues, both bibliographic and 

authority based. 

We have a large variety of events planned for this upcoming semester. Many are hosted by our Digital Scholarship team 

and Instruction and Outreach unit. Examples include an Information Literacy Workshop to help instructors address the 

upcoming Gen. Ed. requirements, and a DMP Tool Workshop to help researchers with their data management plans. See 

our blog post for the entire listing of events, and check back for new events added throughout the semester.  

B I N G H A M T O N 

Aleshia Huber 

(l-r) Sarah Maximiek; David Floyd  

B R O C K P O R T 

Dana Laird  

SUNY Brockport is now officially recognized as a university. The university's mission remains the same. 

Drake Library engaged students with a range of activities and events last semester, including a two-sentence horror 

story competition, a week-long scavenger hunt, and extended hours and stress break activities for the end-of-semester 

crunch. 

Logan Rath recently had two articles on information literacy published: 

Rath, L. (2022). Information literacy is a social practice: A threshold concept for academic instruction librarians. Journal 

of Education for Library and Information Science. https://doi.org/10.3138/jelis -2021-0067 

Rath, L. (2022). Factors that influence librarian definitions of information literacy. Journal of Academic Librarianship 48

(6). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2022.102597  

 (Continued on page 10) 

https://libnews.binghamton.edu/news/2023/01/16/libraries-spring-2023-events/
https://doi.org/10.3138/jelis-2021-0067
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2022.102597
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(Continued from page 9) 

Drake Memorial Library has several active searches, including ones for a Systems and Discovery Librarian and Resource 

Sharing Associate. See Brockportõs HR website for more information or to apply.  

Jamia Williams left Brockport to join the University of Utah as National Consumer Health Program Specialist and 

Assistant Librarian (Clinical), NNLM Training Office. During her time at Drake Memorial Library, Jamia served as Health 

Sciences Librarian. 

B U F F A L O  S T A T E 

Justin Crossfox 

Bengal Study Nights  

Hundreds of students attended Bengal Study Nights activities held at the end of the fall semester to provide students 

with opportunities to get extra help and, just as importantly, to relax and socialize. The activities were organized and are 

the result of hard work put in by staff in the Math Center, Tutoring Services, and Writing Center. Activities included final 

exam reviews, extended tutoring, library research support, relaxation activities, yoga, meditation, therapy dogs, games, 

free pizza and other goodies, prizes, and finals survival kits for the entire student body! 

Cecilia Bard Multicultural Library for Peace 

Working with Project Flight co-founders, directors, and Buffalo State Professors Dr. Geraldine Bard and Dr. Elizabeth 

Cappella, Butler Library was able to expand the òCecilia Bard Multicultural Library for Peaceó with the addition of over 

500 donated titles. An additional related collection called the òLiteracy Library Collection for Equity, Social Justice & 

Peaceó was also created and includes over 100 books that serve to highlight the simple power of supporting equity, 

social justice, and peace to help others thrive. The volumes comprising this collection are carefully selected to provide 

the college with a wide variety of juvenile and adult fiction and non-fiction titles focused on multiculturalism, social 

justice, equity, diversity, and peace. Butler Library is ever appreciative of the impactful and ongoing support from Drs. 

Bard and Cappella. 

Child Care Center Partnership 

The Butler Library has been partnering with SUNY Buffalo State Universityõs Child Care Center on Thursday mornings. 

The Center brings classes to the library every week for story times and crafts. We are excited to be expanding childhood 

literacy, as well as ensuring that the children see that the University is a place where they are welcome. 

Diversity Audit of Library Collections  

Butler Library has started a pilot program conducting a diversity audit of the Curriculum Materials Lab collection, 

beginning with the picture books. Diversity audits measure the extent to which authors and characters of color are 

represented in our collection, and, thus, the extent to which our users can find themselves reflected in the collection. 

The picture-book audit is the first step in a new strategic initiative focused on conducting a diversity audit of the entire 

collection. 

https://jobs.hr.brockport.edu/
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Southworth Library was awarded a grant through SUNY in order to further develop our DEISJ Collection and our Textbook 

Reserves collection. 

During the week before finals we developed daily programming for stress relief including a Harry Styles Sweater 

Workshop, Tai Chi, and Chinese Handwriting, which were well attended.  

Librarians Halie Kerns and Leah Fitzgerald, along with their four paid student interns, finished the prototype of an 

information literacy video game and presented their work at the SILC Instruction Showcase. Work on the game will 

continue through the spring semester. 

C A N T O N 

Leah Fitzgerald 

Itõs almost time for the libraryõs annual Mac & Cheese contest! If youõre in the neighborhood on 

February 15, between 11:00 and 1:00, stop by to try them allñand vote for your favorites.  

When you think ôlibraryõ do you automatically think ôtarotõ? The members of SUNY Cobleskillõs Tarot 

Club do. Officially founded this past fall by library Student Assistant Brianna Feeley, and advised by 

Circulation Supervisor Dawn Foland, the Tarot Club meets every other Friday at Van Wagenen Library to 

learn about tarot cards, discuss the nuances of different decks, and, of course, do readings for each 

other.  

Van Wagenen Library is getting a meditation room. Under the auspices of VP of Student Development 

Anne Hopkins-Gross, an upstairs office space is being transformed into a room for meditation, prayer, 

mindful reflection, and other such activities. The changes arenõt done yet but we believe it will be available for student 

use soon. 

C O B L E S K I L L 

April Davies 

SUNY Cortlandõs Memorial Library is pleased to welcome Sue Slivan as our new Technical Services Librarian. We are 

currently in the process of searching for a new archivist.  

C O R T L A N D 

Jennifer Moore 

Presidential drama 

In the previous newsletter, we reported the massive staff reduction across our 3 ECC campus libraries, from nearly forty 

librarians and clerks pre-COVID, down to a total of seven. To add to the dramatic start of the semester, we then learned 

that the college president (Dr. David Balkin) was engaged in talks with the public library system about a partnership with 

a main objective to move the ECC City Campus library into a space within the downtown public library. ECC City Campus 

students already had a petition circulating to ask for more library staff and more open hours. Once they learned of 

President Balkinõs plan, they started another petition against removing the library from campus. Balkin then had a public 

confrontation with library staff and students. Said confrontation promptly led to announcing a forum with students to 

address the issue. The incident in the library also prompted an HR investigation process and City Campus library staff 

did not return to work, some through the end of the semester. 

(Continued on page 12) 

E R I E 

Justin Cronise 



(Continued from page 11) 

On October 27th, the college Board of Trustees announced the suspension of the president with pay as the investigation 

continued. For most of the remainder of the semester, the Provost (now Officer In Charge) directed administrators and IT 

staff to keep the City Campus library open for regular hours, although library services were very limited as there was only 

one library clerk and, with few exceptions, no librarian as librarians from the other campuses covered only intermittently. 

On December 19th, Balkin resigned as ECC president, eight months after starting.  

Advocacy efforts, mixed results 

In addition to students, many others spoke out to advocate for our libraries, including teaching faculty, student services 

department staff, our faculty union (representing faculty librarians), and our library advisory council. In November, the 

Provost approved recalling a full-time librarian at City Campus and a full-time library clerk, as well as posting for a Sr. 

Accounts Clerk Typist and Systems Librarian. 

In December, we welcomed back Tina Allen (Sr. Library Clerk), formerly at City campus and now splitting time between 

City and South Campus. Both full-time librarians who had been laid off declined the recall offer so that position was 

posted, while the accounts clerk posting sadly yielded no qualified applicants and was put on hold until after the 

holidays. The Systems Librarian position was held up and was not posted. Also with the start of December, Matthew 

Best (Principal College Librarian, North Campus), one of our most senior of the remaining librarians, announced his 

resignation. Matthew was a crucial and dependable member of the team for many years and was the only cataloger left, 

leaving a large gap in knowledge, expertise, and experience. 

With the start of the Spring 2023 semester, we welcomed Barrett Gordon back to City campus, 

previously part-time and now as full-time faculty librarian. In February, we are looking forward to 

welcoming Lee Ann Kostempski as librarian at North Campus (formerly of Mount St. Mary Academy, 

Buffalo & Erie County Public Library, and Canisius College). We are also looking forward to welcoming 

back Erika Rohrs (Sr. Library Clerk), returning at North Campus. Unfortunately, the accounts clerk 

typist position remains uncertain, and we just learned that the Systems Librarian position is now on 

hold indefinitely. 

Water damage at historic City Post building 

To cap off 2022, the terrible winter storm over the Christmas holiday that took the lives of over 40 people also caused 

pipes to freeze and burst in the main building at ECC City Campus, the historic Post Building, which sustained major 

flooding and water damage throughout. All classes, services, and offices, including the library, needed to move into the 

adjacent buildings with a projected return date of the Fall 2023 semester. City Campus library now has a temporary 

space in an office suite with very little space for students, no collections other than the Course Reserve textbooks and 

medical models, no access to collections in the Post building, and no dedicated space for library instruction. 
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Barrett Gordon  

Things have been busy and exciting the past semester at Moon Library! Café @ 

Moon was fully functional for our fall semester, serving drinks and food to ESF 

students, faculty, and staff. During operating hours, patrons are in and out of the 

café and our indoor seating space. We also continued renovating the library's Main 

Floor with new furniture, seating options, self-care, and quiet space.  

    (Continued on page 13) 

E S F 

Jane Verostek & Rachel Hogan 



(Continued from page 12) 

In September, we welcomed Rachel Hogan, an MLIS student in her final year at Syracuse University, as a graduate 

intern for the library. In the fall, Rachel helped with strategic planning, our latest space assessment, management of 

Experts at ESF, and providing reference and support to our patrons. Rachel is also Moon Libraryõs Guest Reporter for 

this issueõs campus news. 

During the Fall semester, we implemented SAML campus authentication for ILLiad, which has helped reduce the 

number of log-ins our library users need to remember and better aligns with other campus log-in protocols. In addition, 

we continued making developments with Experts at ESF. Experts is our open-access repository that hosts a wide variety 

of research, including publications and data, as well as material from the College Archives and 

theses and dissertations. Along with these changes, we updated our web pages for ILLiad, 

Experts, and Dissertations and Theses to provide a better user interface.  

We put up our 3rd Annual Book Tree and 2nd Rainbow Tree this December. Not pictured are the 

handmade bows that students and staff added to the presents around the tree during finals.   

One of our Associate Librarians, Jane Verostek, and her team won first place in the 

general competition of the Erie Canal Museumõs 37th Annual Gingerbread Gallery, which 

was open from November 18, 2022 to January 8, 2023. Their entry was titled òMerry 

Christmas from Shrekõs Swamp.ó  

We also welcome Jo Anne Ellis, who is back at Moon Library to help with reference for 

the semester. Finally, join us in congratulating Associate Librarian Ruth Owens and her 

family on the new addition to their family, Ada Mae.  
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Merry Christmas from Shrekõs Swamp 

The Greenley Library welcomed two new staff members this fall. Sam Horstmann joined the Periodicals Department as 

an Instructional Support Assistant in October 2022, and Valerie Schillero joined the Circulation Department as an Office 

Assistant in November 2022. 

In October 2022, Megan Marchese published òEstablishing a Student Research Day: A Library-Campus 

Collaborationó in Cases on Establishing Effective Collaborations in Academic Libraries. 

On October 27, 2022, Jessica McGivney presented òThe Experimental Memoirs: Godwinõs biography of 

Mary Wollstonecraft and the intended effect of Mariaó to the Joint Congress of the Canadian Society for 

Eighteenth-Century Studies, Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies Society, and Northeast American Society for Eighteenth 

Century Studies in Ottawa, Canada. The conference theme was òExperiencing Modernity; Modernity of Experimentation.ó 

On January 11, 2023, Danielle Apfelbaum and Theresa Zahor presented òLiterature Resources for AP Senior Thesisó to 

Levittown School Districtõs Division Avenue High School. 

On January 12, 2023, Theresa Zahor presented òAssessing In-House Video Development to Enhance 

Information Literacy and Support Referenceó to the SUNYLA Information Literacy Committee (SILC) 

Annual Instruction Showcase. 

     (Continued on page 14) 

F A R M I N G D A L E 

Megan Marchese  

Megan Marchese  

Theresa Zahor  

https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/establishing-a-student-research-day/313676
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/establishing-a-student-research-day/313676
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ak4JyB0irFE&list=PLtA3gmcBbAP8gPbfkNp8vVEOvQJMy7UQZ&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ak4JyB0irFE&list=PLtA3gmcBbAP8gPbfkNp8vVEOvQJMy7UQZ&index=3
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On January 24, 2023, Danielle Apfelbaum presented òCrafting Compelling Conference Proposalsó to the SUNYLA 

community. 

Greenley Library student employee, Kenia Sanchez, has been selected as the Long Island Library Resources Council 

(LILRC) Spring 2023 Diversity Intern. This internship is for undergraduate students on Long Island to learn more about 

libraries and librarianship as a career path. Kenia was selected from a competitive pool of candidates. 
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The FIT Library has a full lineup of events for the spring 2023 semester! Weõre back with our FIT Authors Talks Series 

and our student-centered MakerMinds event series. A grant-funded panel event about the history and impact of FITõs 

Soul Club, which was created in 1968 and ran until 1991, is scheduled for February. The panel will feature highlights 

from the Soul Club fashion shows.  

FIT Authors Virtual Events  

Weõre focusing on publications from new faculty members for the Spring 2023 series! These are open to the public. Be 

sure to check out our social media (@fitnyclibrary) and look for event emails to the SUNYLA listserv.  

¶ February 28, 5pm-6pm. Subhalakshmi Guptu - Watery Archives: Transoceanic Narratives in Andil  

 Gosineõs Our Holy Waters, and Mine 

¶ March 29, 5pm-6pm. Chloe Martin - The Impact of Social Support on Psychological Distress Among  

 Black Breast Cancer Survivors: The Mediating Role of Fear of Recurrence 

¶ April 25, 5pm-6pm. Hillary Davidson - Dress in the Age of Jane Austen / Jane Austenõs Wardrobe  

FIT Soul Club Panel Event 

Inspired by the FIT Soul Club fashion showsõ exuberance, positivity, and dynamism, the library 

has been conducting an oral history project with faculty, students, and alumni to share the 

experience of the Soul Club with the community. This project will culminate in a public event 

on February 22 from 5:00-6:00pm at the Katie Murphy Amphitheater. The event will feature 

an in-person panel of speakers with excerpts from the Soul Club fashion show videos. This 

event will be recorded and available for viewing on FITõs Archive on Demand. You can also 

watch videos of the fashion shows and oral histories!!  

MakerMinds Onsite Events 

¶ February 14, 12pm-2pm: Cupidõs Arrow / Stabby Valentine   

¶ March 2, 12pm-2pm: MakeCode and eTextiles 

¶ March 14, 12pm-2pm: Knitting and Code     

¶ Tuesday, April 18, 12pm-2pm: Attention Economy / Privacy Workshop  

F I T 

Greta Earnest 

Unknown FIT Soul Club show 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8eEumKdU0JY&list=PLmD6DnHVq97-8rkV-eurKeawi1IDcTEKi&index=2
https://archiveondemand.fitnyc.edu/
https://archiveondemand.fitnyc.edu/items/browse?search=Soul+Club&submit_search=Search
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It has been a while since our last update, so we are pleased to share some of what has been happening at Reed Library 

over the past few semesters. 

Personnel News 

Kerrie Fergen Wilkes began her role as Director of Reed Library on September 1, 2022. She has 

served the library in various capacities for over 20 years, including roles as Coordinator of the 

Research and Information Literacy Services, Associate Director, and Interim Director of Reed Library 

on several occasions. Kerrie is also a recipient of the SUNY Chancellorõs Award for Excellence in 

Librarianship. During the Fall 2022 semester, Kerrie received the Excellence in Library Service Award 

from the Western New York Library Resources Council (WNYLRC). 

As of November 1, 2022, Scott S. Richmond now serves as the Associate Director of Reed Library. Prior 

to this role, Scott was the Interim Associate Director and Coordinator of Instructional Initiatives. Scott is 

also a recipient of the SUNY Chancellor's Award for Excellence in Librarianship.  

In September 2021, Katelynn Telford joined the Reed Library team as our Visiting Digital Services Librarian. Katelynn 

also serves as our Interim Music Librarian. She graduated from SUNY Fredonia with a bachelorõs and masterõs degree in 

music education in 2019 and 2020, respectively. She earned her masterõs degree in library and information sciences in 

2021 from SUNY at Buffalo. 

Reed Library has also hired two new Circulation Clerks, Sarah Stahl and Kaitlyn Waklee.  

On a bittersweet note, two vital members of the Reed Library family retired in December 2022. Reference Librarian 

Cindy Yochym and Archives Clerk Pat Cummings-Witter. Congratulations to you both on your well-deserved retirements!  

F R E D O N I A 

Christina Hilburger  

Kerrie Fergen Wilkes 

Scott Richmond  

G E N E S E E 

Elizabeth Simmons 

12th Annual Photo Contest 

On Thursday December 1, 2022, the library hosted its Photo Contest Awards Ceremony. Six awards were given. 

¶ 1st place: Jenna Post  

¶ 1st Place: Rebecca Cox  

¶ Best Landscape: Chris Geiger 

¶ Best Nature Photo: Myleigh Miller 

¶ Honorable Mention: Kurstin Smith 

¶ Honorable Mention: Iris Rosenberg 

Fall 2022 Late Nights 

The library stayed open later on the Monday through Thursday of the last week of classes for the first Late Nights Week 

since before the pandemic. Students were treated to study snacks and free coffee and cocoa. It was a welcome return 

to normal for students and staff alike! 

(Continued on page 16) 

(l-r) Chris Geiger, Kurstin Smith, Rebecca 

Cox, Jenna Post; (front) Myleigh Miller   



(Continued from page 15) 

Richmond Reads 

For the third year, the GCC Library joined the Richmond Memorial Library in Batavia for the Richmond Reads community 

one book program. This yearõs book selection was The Violin Conspiracy by Brendan Slocumb. In a return to in person 

events after two years of zoom presentations, the author visited Batavia in person on Thursday, October 20. His first 

stop was a presentation at GCC where he spoke to the college community and was treated to lunch with GCC faculty and 

library staff. GCCõs Inclusive Excellence Committee and the Office of Student Engagement and Inclusion also supported 

the program.  

Grant-powered Solar 

The GCC Library is now home to a solar powered charging station. Funds for the solar panels and power station were 

provided by a 2022-23 Presidentõs Innovation Award (PIA) grant. Reference Services Librarian Cindy Hagelberger 

spearheaded the project and is looking forward to more sunny days ahead! 

Cindy Francis Retired! 

In December 2022, Cindy Francis retired from GCC after 29 years! Her positivity and leadership will be 

sorely missed among staff here at Alfred C. OõConnell Library. A GCC alumna, she began at the GCC 

library September 1993 as a Library Clerk and in 2000 was hired as the first Technical Assistant for 

Library Instruction, Reference and Distance Education and Title III Support. Her first Project 

Management position was in 2002 for the National LibQUAL Library Survey and in 2003, she was 

promoted to Project Manager for the DRA to Alma Library Management System Implementation. Since 

2004 Cindy served as the Collection Development Librarian and Library Services Platform 

Administrator. Cindy was a Chancellorõs Award-winning librarian who was not only passionate about 

libraries, but was dedicated to fully supporting faculty and students at GCC. Some of her 

accomplishments include implementing a core Reserve Textbook service, evolving to meet student 

needs by providing diverse items such as Raspberry Pi units and sewing machines plus a laptop loaning program; co-

leading two successful data migrations - DRA to Aleph and Aleph to Alma; and establishing the annual Nursing òWeed & 

Feedó Event with library staff and nursing faculty to review library resources and services supporting the Nursing 

Program. She worked closely with college academic departments to utilize Perkins Grants in order to provide optimal 

collections for these programs, including 3-D printed bone sets; and worked closely with fashion students in displaying 

and promoting their designs for the annual fashion show. She was also an award recipient of several President 

Innovation Awards including College Archives and multicultural collections. We wish Cindy the best in her retirement! 

GCC Welcomes Barb Biljan! 

Barb Biljan has over 25 years of experience working in academic libraries in Minnesota, Arkansas, Washington state, 

and Colorado. Barb previously worked at the Alfred C. OõConnell Library as a part-time reference librarian and is excited 

to return to GCC in her new role as Collection Development & Library Systems Platform Administrator. 

Her most recent position was at Medaille University where she served as a faculty librarian on both the 

Rochester and Buffalo campuses. She received her BA in English from the College of St. Benedict in 

Minnesota and her MA in Library & Information Studies from the University of Wisconsin in Madison. 

Barbõs knowledge of the changing needs of a community college student population and the role this 

position plays in assisting students in todayõs higher education environment also make her a good 

addition to the team.  

(Continued on page 17) 
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Cindy Francis 

Barb Biljan  

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/688511/the-violin-conspiracy-by-brendan-slocumb/
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(Continued from page 16) 

Holiday Decorating Contest 

The Alfred C. OõConnell library took 2nd place in the campus-wide holiday decorating contest in 

December held by GUSTO (Genesee Unites to Support Team Opportunities). Special thanks go to senior 

library clerk Laurie Oltramari for her festive eye for detail.  

G E N E S E O 

Brandon West 

Personnel News 

We had three searches under way last fall, and the vacancies are finally filled! Jessica Alexander is our new 

Administrative Assistant I for the IDS Project. She migrated to the library from the Registrarõs Office. We also hired Bryan 

Schuff as our part-time reference librarian! Bryan also currently works part-time at Monroe Community College. He is 

helping cover reference hours and working on Special Collections projects. Finally, our search for a new tenure track 

research instruction librarian was successful. Our new librarians starts in early February, so be on the lookout for their 

introduction in the next newsletter!  

Scholarship 

In November 2022, Digital Resources & Systems Librarian Bill Jones published the OER Metadata Rosetta Stone co-

authored paper in SUNY Geneseo's KnightScholar. Rosetta Stone (which was an international collaboration) is an open 

technical document for cataloging open educational resources. Bill was contacted by the SPARC co-authors to find a 

more stable home for Rosetta Stone, so naturally he offered SUNY Geneseoõs institutional repository! Bill has 

presentation slides about the paper available in KnightScholar and a recorded presentation about Rosetta Stone on 

YouTube. Previously, a news article was published by SPARC on March 12, 2021 describing this project. 

Education Librarian Becky Leathersich co-organized a diverse books workshop with the five Rochester-area school 

library systems on December 3, 2022 at the Central Library of Rochester & Monroe County. Newbery Award-winning 

author Linda Sue Park and author-scholar Breanna J. McDaniel were featured as the keynote speakers, while author 

Emma Otheguy; storyteller Perry Ground from the Turtle Clan member of the Onondaga Nation; Dr. Cody Miller, Assistant 

Professor of English Education at SUNY Brockport; and Becky rounded out the speaker list.  

Becky Leathersich's publication, APALA Rubric to Evaluate Asian American and Pacific Islander Youth 

Literature, with her Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association (APALA) colleagues, was cited in an 

NBC News article in October 2022. The NBC News article is about Michelle Li, a St. Louis news anchor 

who went viral in January 2022 after a viewer left a racist voicemail in response to Li sharing that she 

eats dumplings for New Year. Li wrote a children's book about Korean food titled The Very Asian Guide 

to Korean Food and in the NBC News article, Li explains how she referred to the APALA Rubric to avoid 

negative stereotypes, such as slanted eyes. 

Research Instruction Librarian Alan Witt published a peer-reviewed article titled òEffectively capturing 

stakeholder views in the mission and vision creation processó in Library Leadership & Management in 

October of 2022. His paper details the process he facilitated in helping the library develop its current 

mission and vision statements. 

(Continued on page 18) 

Becky Leathersich 

Alan Witt  

https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/library-research/15/
https://sparcopen.org/
https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/library-research/16/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYwWUoEOtgo
https://sparcopen.org/news/2021/project-aims-to-make-oer-easier-to-find-with-common-search-framework/
https://www.apalaweb.org/talkstorytogether/resources/apala-youth-literature-evaluation-rubric/
https://www.apalaweb.org/talkstorytogether/resources/apala-youth-literature-evaluation-rubric/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/reporter-was-called-asian-writes-kids-book-korean-food-instill-pride-rcna53244
https://llm-ojs-tamu.tdl.org/llm/article/view/7532/6586
https://llm-ojs-tamu.tdl.org/llm/article/view/7532/6586
https://library.geneseo.edu/about
https://library.geneseo.edu/about


Page 18 S U N Y L A  N E W S 
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Print Collections Lifecycle Event 

In November, Fraser Hall Library invited students, staff and faculty to create their 

own zines, collages, erasure/blackout poetryñor whatever they might imagineñfrom 

a variety of deselected or duplicate materials from the Libraryõs collections. The 

creative work of dozens of people who participated in the weeklong event were then 

put on exhibit in the Library. The event was created by the Collection Management 

team, Alana Nuth, Allison Brown, Donna Hanna, Liz Argentieri, and Tracy Paradis to reach out to our community, educate 

them about the work done by librarians òbehind the scenesó, how that work impacts their experiences in the library, and 

a little bit of fun in the week prior to Thanksgiving. Discarded and 

duplicate materials were gathered from our General and Special 

Collections, Milne Open Textbooks and Milne Library Publishing 

projects. A poster explaining the print lifecycle and handouts for 

creating zines were designed, and a Pinterest board curated with 

examples for inspiration as well as instruction in techniques. 

Participants were provided paper, scissors, glue, glitter, markers, 

and other fabric and fiber supplies and tools for re-creating these 

materials into imaginative works. 

Project Thank Michele 

This past fall Fraser Hall Library hosted a therapy dog named Michele every 

Thursday. Michele quickly became a local celebrity (she is known as òThe Library 

Dogó now!) and she drew large crowds of students to the library. To show our 

appreciation of Michele, Alana Nuth coordinated Project Thank Michele, where 

she invited members of the College community to tell Michele how much she 

means to them by writing thank you cards. On December 15, 2022 we held a 

small ceremony for Michele, where she was presented her thank you notes and a 

new monogrammed blanket. The number of students who attended far 

surpassed our expectations! We are fortunate that Micheleõs visits will continue 

this spring as she helps so many students.  

Students making art and one of the finished creations 

Michele the Therapy Dog with her human, 

Marci, trying out her new blanket   

H U D S O N  V A L L E Y 

Cynthia Koman 

Librarians Cynthia Koman, Sierra Pasquale, and Gail Murray and adjunct 

librarians Tiffany Davis and Mary Ellen Bolton submitted a proposal for 

Faculty Workshop Day, an annual event on campus sponsored by the Center 

for Professional Excellence. The proposal was accepted! Entitled òAcademic, 

Scholarly, Peer Reviewed, Oh My!,ó the session will discuss recognized 

student deficiencies in information literacy and present methods by which 

faculty can develop studentsõ skills with this important learning outcome.  

Librarian Cynthia Komanõs photographs are displayed in the Spring 2023 

Voices brochure. Voices is a lecture series sponsored by the library.  
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To kick off the start of the Spring 2023 semester, the Stephen B. Luce Library hosted a student art show 

on January 25th. The show, which was a collaboration with SUNY Maritime art professor Chris Esposito, 

featured òbook cart artóñgiving old book carts an artistic makeover. Students painted each of the end 

panels on the carts, turning the ugly beige carts into rolling library masterpieces!  

M A R I T I M E 

Jill Kehoe 

Half of the Utica campus library went through a space redesign last Fall semester. The reference collection was removed 

and shelving dismantled. Most of the titles were weeded, some were added to the ready reference collection located by 

the reference desk, and the rest were added to the circulating collection. The space is a lot more open without the 

shelving interrupting the field of vision. We got limited funds to replace some of the ancient chairs, but not enough to 

replace the tables and carrels that are original to the building. We are making it work and dealing with the new noise 

flow. 

We held a Welcome Back Social in the beginning of the semester to encourage faculty to visit the redesigned library 

space. Coffee and cookies were served. We got many familiar faces to visit, but they also brought along new faculty to 

socialize with library staff. 

Our new User Experience Librarian, Molly Cameron, started two new programs last semester. A Library 

Student Advisors group was formed to gather student input on library services and our website. They 

are utilizing Discord for communication purposes. They also started òShut Up and Write!ó It's a group 

designed for attendees to work independently in a shared space with a librarian available for support 

and guidance. 

Instructional Design Librarian, Jocelyn Ireland, organized a campus-wide book club on UDL (Universal 

Design for Learning). 23 people signed up! We are looking forward to some great conversations with 

faculty. 

M O H A W K  V A L L E Y 

Jocelyn Ireland 

Molly Cameron 

SUNY Morrisville congratulated Christine Rudecoff, Director of Libraries, on her retirement on December 9th. Chris had 

been a member of the SUNY Morrisville community since 2007, starting as an Instruction librarian, and then moving into 

the seat of Director of Libraries in 2010. Chris had also been a strong advocate for barrier-free access to information 

and the use of Open Education Resources at SUNY Morrisville. As director, Chris always maintained a student first 

approach to the library, ensuring that its space and services evolved to meet student needs as technologies and 

information access trends changed over time. The search for a new director has begun and Systems & Electronic 

Resources Librarian Angela Rhodes has taken over as interim. 

We are happy to announce that Adam Mizelle will be starting his new position as our Instruction 

Librarian starting February 16th. Adam was previously the Information Literacy Coordinator at 

Wolfgram Memorial Library of Widener University. Adam comes to us with a lifetime of teaching 

experience and a passion for developing information literacy initiatives across campus.  

 

(Continued on page 20) 

M O R R I S V I L L E 

Adam Saunders 

Adam Mizelle  
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Butcher Library has also announced the next title for its ongoing Video Game Book Club series. 

Hades by Supergiant Games will be the 5th game selected for this event series. Previous selections 

included Transistor also by Supergiant Games, Never Alone by Upper One Games, Brothers: A Tale 

of Two Sons by StarBreeze Studios, and The Walking Dead by Telltale Games.  

The Video Game Book Club works the same as a normal book club with participants tasked with 

playing through a game and then coming together for discussion in single or multiple sessions.  

N E W  P A L T Z 

Chrissy OõGrady 

The Sojourner Truth Library participated in the campus Stressbusters Events during Fall 22 finals. We 

hosted a library study break which included button making and free mid-day breakfast. We had a 

blast and students did too! The line was out the door for breakfast!! Check out our Instagram for 

photos.  

The Digital Scholarship Center at the Sojourner Truth Library hosted an open house on January 25. 

Faculty, students, and staff enjoyed coffee and were introduced to the space and resources available. 

The DSC is offering two programming weeks in the spring. The first is a podcasting week where 

attendees will be introduced to audio recording equipment and audio production software available in 

the DSC. The second programming week will focus on mapping. Attendees will be introduced to mapping tools including 

Open Street Maps and StoryMapJS. Both weeks will close with a pedagogy session for faculty to discuss creating and 

implementing podcasting and mapping assignments into their courses. 

We are excited to announce that we have hired a new Circulation Manager who will start in March. We will introduce 

them in the next newsletter.  

N I A G A R A 

Jean Linn 

The Henrietta G. Lewis Library is continuing our digitization project of the Niagara Gazette newspaper, thanks to grant 

funding from WNYLRC. Last yearõs batch has been scanned and will be uploaded to New York State Historic Newspapers 

shortly. We just sent another batch to NNYLN for scanning. In-house, we are scanning student literary journals and 

archival committee documents. We are also migrating video content of college events from VHS and DVD to digital 

formats.  

Technical Services Librarian, Jean Linn, is coordinating several film showings this semester. Ithaca College Professor, 

John D. Scott, will be visiting NCCC on February 8th to show his documentary, The Art of Losing, about poet Elizabeth 

Bishop. Through a library endowment and NCCCõs Office of Diversity & Equity, public performance rights have been 

acquired to show three films this semester paying homage to diversity on the screen and behind the camera as part of 

NCCCinephiles.  

The faculty librarians are chairing the annual Student Showcase, a research conference for NCCC students, which will be 

held on April 20, 2023. Students will present research, art, or performance to a group of judges to win prize money in 

several categories. We are working with students and their faculty mentors to showcase the best of NCCC scholarship. 

(Continued on page 21) 

https://www.instagram.com/sunynplibrary/
https://hawksites.newpaltz.edu/digitalscholarshipcenter/
https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/


Page 21 S U N Y L A  N E W S 

(Continued from page 20) 

For the second year in a row, under the supervision of Public Services Librarian Andy Aquino, we are 

partnering with the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance to host a series in-person tax 

filing assistance events.  

Instruction & Assessment Librarian, Andrew Yeager, is serving as co-chair of the Middle States Self-

Study Steering Committee and is currently developing the Self-Study Design. 

During the Collegeõs annual professional development days at the start of the year, Andy Aquino delivered a session on 

utilizing NoodleTools and Andrew Yeager highlighted his information literacy tutorials in another session to the campus.  

Andy Aquino 

O N E O N T A 

Lori Wienke 

Heather Stalter, Reference & Special Collections Librarian, is the new chair for SUNYLAõs Personnel Policies Committee. 

Milne Libraryõs Special Collections Team, co-led by Heather Stalter and Sophia Dunne, Library Support Assistant and 

MLIS student, hosted a historical exhibit on the first day of classes (January 25) as part of the campus celebration of 

SUNY Oneontaõs new University designation. 

Sarah Rhodes, Reference & Instruction Librarian, received the 2022 Milne Library Scholar of the Year award. Sarahõs 

work included partnering with faculty members Dr. Kjersti VanSlyke-Briggs and Dr. Gina Solano and students Abigail 

Petrassi and Samantha Murray on a HumanitiesNY Vision grant-funded project. This project brought together 

approximately 200 high school students from local rural schools to engage in a mini-conference around themes from 

this yearõs Common Read selection, They Called Us Enemy by George Takei. The conference 

presentations, which were hosted in the James M. Milne Library, were led by students from 

Dr. Kjersti VanSlyke-Briggsõ Young Adult Literature course. The high school students each 

received a copy of the graphic memoir and were invited to attend Takeiõs lecture after the 

mini-conference. Read more about the event on SUNY Oneontaõs New & Events site.  

Lori Wienke, Acquisitions & E-Resources Librarian, and Betsy Tucker, Acquisitions and Collections Management 

Assistant, presented òRe-envisioning Acquisitions with Rialtoó at the Charleston Conference in November. From 

November through December, Qiaoyun Zhouõs Open Studio and Art Exhibition: Lines in Rendering, was on view in the 

library. Coordinated by Lori Wienke, this unique drop-in learning experience included demonstrations of painting and 

brushwork that allowed students, faculty, and staff to try their hands at art making four days per week. This installation 

culminated in an artistõs talk about her year visiting Oneonta, her work, and the development of the artistõs exhibition 

she created in the library space. 

Sarah Rhodes coordinated two Reuse of Apparel Club (RAC) DIY events in October and November at the 

library. The first event focused on accessories and enabled students to revamp their old accessories 

and make new ones. The second event was about embellishing and students were invited to give new 

life to their favorite piece of denim with beads, studs, and jewel patterns.  

Milne Library hosted the New York Heritage poster exhibition, Making Sense of the Census in New York, made possible  

(Continued on page 22) 

George Takei 

Sarah Rhodes  

https://www.instagram.com/p/CkOrBm_vrTr/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://suny.oneonta.edu/news-events/george-takei-delivers-mills-distinguished-lecture
https://chsconf.cadmore.media/Category/bb673376-f338-4e81-8419-c4dde8ad50cc
https://www.instagram.com/p/CktGdtersYL/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CmMYm1PrX32/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CiTDVJgvZgJ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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by SCRLC and paired it with a faculty talk by Dr. Susan Goodier on òRecognizing Womenõs Right to Vote in New York 

Stateó on Election Day. Milne Library hosted the Alden Scholarõs Series lecture by Dr. Sheena Mason on her book, 

Theory of Racelessness: A Case for Antirace(ism), in the Alden Room in October. In collaboration with Oneontaõs Office 

of Sustainability, Milne Library hosted a panel discussion on Climate Justice and Open Access in October with 

presentations from faculty and students. Also, an #OpenForClimateJustice exhibit coordinated by Jennifer Jensen, 

Scholarly Communications Librarian, was on display in the library for International Open Access week (October 24 to 

November 4). 

O S W E G O 

Morgan Bond 

As of January 1st, SUNY Oswego is now officially recognized as a university! 

This spring, Penfield is piloting a model of instruction where we teach a series of library/research/information literacy 

workshops throughout the semester, and offer one-shot instruction sessions exclusively for ENG 102 (our broadest-

reaching class, and one where many students encounter their first college research paper). Instructors of other non-ENG 

102 classes will be encouraged to assign attendance at the regularly 

scheduled workshops. We will assess this model of instruction and adjust as 

necessary for future semesters.  

Penfield Library plans to host two Student Research Parties this semester. Four 

sessions were offered in Fall 2022. There were 83 total attendees in the Fall 

and weõre hoping to exceed that number in the Spring.  

Penfield Libraryõs lobby now displays artwork from the Hidden Women art exhibit. This 

exhibit contains work from the advanced illustration and graphic design classes. Inspired by 

the film and book Hidden Figures, the exhibit features illustrative portraits of Black 

American women and their contributions to American society. More information about the 

exhibit and the list of participating artists can be found on the SUNY Oswego News & Events 

page. 

Penfield Libraryõs former Special Collections & Systems Librarian Kathryn Johns-Masten, was recently mentioned in a 

news article in the Oswego News Now newspaper. The article by Mike McCrobie discusses his experience listening to 

local oral histories from Penfield Libraryõs Special Collections, as he reminisces about hearing voices from his childhood. 

Almost 200 oral histories from the mid-20th century are preserved in the collection. You can read Mike McCrobieõs full 

article at the Oswego County News Now website. 

College Archivist Librarian Zachary Vickery participated in a panel discussion titled òArchival History in 

the Middle Distanceó at 2022 Fall MARAC in College Park, MD. He discussed examples of collections 

focusing on 19th-century education reform in Central New York.  

Penfield Library recently hired two new Instructional Support Associates, Faith O'Brien has joined us 

as the Resource Sharing Associate and Terri Muckey has joined us as the Acquisitions and Collections 

Associate. Welcome Terri and Faith! 

(Continued on page 23) 

Student Research Party 

Hidden Women exhibit 

Zachary Vickery  
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Penfield Library is preparing to launch several searches, including ones for a Cataloging and Government Docs Librarian, 

Digital Collections Librarian, and Fulfillment Librarian. 

Erin Kovalsky left SUNY Oswego in November to take on the role as the Principal Law Librarian at the Supreme Court 

Library at Syracuse. During her time at Penfield Library, Erin served as the Access Services Librarian. We wish her the 

best of luck! 

Overcome with holiday spirit, librarians and staff members constructed both a 

holiday tree and a menorah in the Feinberg Library lobby in December. We were 

thrilled with finding a meaningful and uplifting use for our volumes of the National 

Union Catalog and the Philosophers Index.   

Crystal Lytle joins Feinberg Library as a new library clerk in acquisitions. She 

previously worked in the campus HR office.  

Interlibrary Loan clerk Ethel Facteau retired January 27, 2022. She also served as the local CSEA 

president. She was the recipient of the Northern New York Award for Excellence in Library Service 

award in 2019. A campus retirement party was held in the faculty/staff lounge in the library with 

current and past campus presidents attending along with other administrators, faculty, librarians, 

and library staff.  

P L A T T S B U R G H 

Michelle Toth 

Ethel Facteau  

P O L Y T E C H N I C 

Rebecca Hewitt  

Congratulations to Library Resources & Services Manager Allison Fiegl for successfully completing the Library Juice 

Academy course Introduction to Metadata! 

Rebecca Hewitt is chairing the awards committee for SUNYLAõs inaugural Excellence in Scholarship & Excellence in 

Student Scholarship awards. (See page 6 for more about these awards.) 

P O T S D A M 

Carol Franck 

Potsdam is delighted to welcome Christi Sommerfeldt as our new Access Services librarian. 

She started in November 2022 and comes to us from the Northern New York Library 

Network (NNYLN).  

Jennifer Jeffery is shifting from Access Services to Electronic Resources to formally fill the 

gap left from Marianne Hebertõs retirement a year ago.  

And introducing Ted, our student morale officer, who is superlative at his job and serves as 

an active recruiter for campus tours!  
Ted 
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P U R C H A S E 

Carrie Marten 

Purchase College Library recently welcomed two new librarians to our staff. Lorraine LaPrade joined us in November 

2022 as the Student Success Librarian. Lorraine enjoys writing and storytelling for community building, and often seeks 

opportunities to include storytelling elements into her work as a librarian/instructor. Lorraine received her MLS from 

Long Island University C.W. Post. Jaime Neudecker joined us in early January 2023. Originating from Orlando, Jaime 

received her MLIS from the University of South Florida in 2014. She has worked as a research and reference librarian 

for Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Florida, as well as CSU Stanislaus in Turlock, California. She now 

joins the Purchase College Library as a Reference and Instruction Librarian and the new project lead 

for the libraryõs institutional repository. Her research interests include DEIA and the sciences, as well 

as digital archives. We are excited to have them as part of our team. Please take some time to 

welcome them to SUNY.  

S T O N Y  B R O O K 

Jennifer DeVito 

On December 22, Access & User Services (AUS) staff member Charles Edwards started his new role 

as Student Employment Manager for the AUS department. In this role, Charles will help develop the 

training program for student employees and develop student supervisor skills for AUS staff. 

Stony Brook University welcomes Renee Wolanski. In September, Renee joined Access & User 

Services as an Instructional Support Associate at the Health Sciences Library. Prior to joining the 

library, Renee had been with Stony Brook Medicine for over 20 years. Renee received her Bachelor of 

Arts Degree in English from Mount Saint Mary College and her Master of Science Degree in Healthcare Quality, Patient 

Safety, and Risk Management from Stony Brook University. 

The Stony Brook University Libraries is now an OCLC Express Digital Delivery library! OCLC Express Digital Delivery is a 

program that started in January of 2021 and groups together libraries with the fastest turnaround times for interlibrary 

loan. Qualifying libraries consistently fill requests for digital resources within 18 hours. We are one of 77 (out of 146) R1 

libraries that have qualified for the group in 2023. Participation in the OCLC Express Digital Delivery program will allow 

us to provide faster turnaround times for our own patron requests in addition to enhancing our status as an interlibrary 

loan (ILL) lender. Congratulations to the University Librariesõ outstanding ILL team led by Matthew Hartman and 

consisting of Timothy Kohn, Jessica Infanzon, Lori Ciemielewski, Donna Darling, and Renee Wolanski. 

Michael Bailou Huang, Distinguished Librarian, recently co-published an article in the International Journal of 

Librarianship entitled òIFLA WLIC 2022: CALA members participation and engagement.ó   

The Department of Civil Engineering, School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences, and the University Libraries at SBU 

are currently collaborating on a grant project to identify gaps between community needs and available services at Long 

Island libraries that serve socio-economically diverse populations and operate in areas with varying population densities 

and socio-demographic characteristics. The objective of this project is to develop a transformation framework for 

utilizing libraries as resilience hubs to create sustainable, scalable, and transferable positive impacts on community-

identified priorities, particularly the needs of underserved communities. This one-year study will conduct foundational  

(Continued on page 25) 

Jaime Neudecker  

Charles Edwards  
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work necessary to implement a comprehensive study of librariesõ potential as local resilience hubs. The study will 1) 

develop a resource inventory and typology of libraries on Long Island based on geography, socio-demographics, and 

other factors, 2) create a pilot survey and interview protocols and test these instruments on librarians and library users 

on Long Island, with the goal of attaining 50 completed surveys of library users and conducting 10 in-depth interviews 

with librarians on Zoom or in person, and 3) utilizing the outputs from the previous tasks, create a draft resilience 

framework for local libraries, as well as a series of testable hypotheses for the national study. The SBU Summer 2022 

OVPR Seed Grant was awarded to the principal investigator Anil Yazici, Associate Professor, co-principal investigators 

Assistant Professor and Faculty Director of EDP, Donovan Finn, School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences, and Clara 

Tran, Head of Science and Engineering, University Libraries. 

In November 2022, Dana Antonucci-Durgan was promoted from Campus to College Head Librarian. 

As the College Head Librarian, Dana oversees operations, faculty, and staff at the three campus 

libraries of Suffolk County Community College. 

Lisa Melendez, Professor of Library Services, contributed to an ebook project entitled, Beyond 

Virtual and Hybrid Programs: How Libraries Recreated a Community During the COVID-19 

Pandemic. In the book, Professor Melendez describes how the SCCC library 

partnered with the Latino Arts Council of Long Island (LACLI) to support a program called òVisi·nes: 

Using Photography to Create Virtual Communities.ó This program was initiated in response to the 

isolation of the pandemic. In September 2020, LACLI began offering weekly photography workshops, 

known as òThe Class,ó to children and teens in Genova, Colombia. Professor Melendez is a recipient 

of  2021 Judith Rivas Mini-Grant from the REFORMA Northeast Chapter. 

Regina Dlugokencky, SCCC Reference Librarian and Organic Farmer, co-presented at 

the NYLA 2022 Winter Conference this past December with Amber Gagliardi, Adult 

Services Librarian at Middle Country Public Library in Centereach. Their presentation 

entitled òGrowing a Seed Library in Your Communityó introduced the basics of how to 

start a seed library and included the acquisition of seeds, identifying funding sources, 

creating unique, eco-friendly gardening and crafts programs, and shared the tangible 

benefits of seed libraries, such as building community and raising environmental 

awareness. 

In May, Fabio Montella, Associate Professor of Library Services, will be presenting òThe Library Goes 

Hollywood: Using Theater in Education for Library Instruction and Information Literacy Principlesó at 

the LOEX 2023 Conference in Harrisburg, PA. Professor Montella will present on how theater has 

transitioned to become a viable and effective resource within the realm of education. He will dissect 

a pilot LIB 101 course that utilized theater in education to increase learner engagement and fortify 

the attainment of stated learning outcomes. 

S U F F O L K 

Joan Cook 

Dana Antonucci-Durgan 

(l-r) Regina Dlugokencky, Amber Gagliardi 

Fabio Montella 
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New for Spring semester, our library added online access to the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal for all 

students, staff, and faculty. After activating their personal account, each individual then has access to articles from the 

publicationsõ websites, plus additional resources and features like newsletters and tools for educators.  

The library has curated or hosted various interesting displays during Fall semester, some of which are highlighted here:  

¶ In October, the library hosted a display by The Clothesline Project, which works to increase awareness of the impact 

violence has in our community and educate people about intimate partner and domestic violence. The display 

included educational materials and t-shirts created locally by survivors of violence or in honor of someone who 

experienced violence, as a way to break the silence about violence. In the words of the project, the display òis a 

visual reminder of statistics we often ignore.ó The display was part of the Collegeõs 

activities and events to recognize Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  

¶ In November, the library hosted a book display to celebrate International Education 

Week. Librarians Karla Block and Susanna Van Sant curated a book display and 

Morgan Howland curated a DVD display, all focused on the theme of Voices from 

Around the World.  

¶ Also in November, librarian Susanna Van Sant curated a book display celebrating 

connecting through picture books, with ties to the Collegeõs early childhood program. 

Award-winning picture books were featured, both in the physical library display and 

through an online display. Members of the College community submitted names and 

descriptions of their favorite picture books, which then became part of the display. We 

were thrilled that TC3õs President, Dr. Amy Kremenek, participated by submitting her 

favorite picture books!  

¶ In December, the library hosted a showcase of photography by students in Professor Harry Littellõs photography 

class. The works are displayed on four digital signage screens in the library.  

In October, the library service desk sponsored an informal Halloween event that included treats and five awards with 

prizes: funniest, punniest, spookiest, cutest and best overall. The event drew a small group of students and a large 

amount of fun.  

In staff news, librarian Karla Block was elected as a Member-at-large for the Faculty Association, and librarian Eric Jenes 

began serving on the Collegeõs Curriculum Committee.  

T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D   

Karla Block 

Cristina Pope is retiring from her position as Library Director at Upstate Medical University on 

February 28th. She has guided the Health Sciences Library through many changes and transitions in 

her 19 years of leadership, and has always been a strong advocate for her staff. She will be missed, 

but we wish her all the best in her future adventures. 

We are pleased to announce that Rebecca Kindon has been appointed as Interim Director. In her 18 

years of service to the library, she has developed expertise in many areas of operation and has 

always provided stellar service to patrons and strong support to her colleagues. 

(Continued on page 27) 

U P S T A T E  M E D I C A L 

Michelle Bowers 

Cristina Pope  
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