
I started writing this during National Library Week, a week 

celebrating all that libraries and library personnel do for 

their communities. Throughout the week, I had the 

opportunity to hear some terrific speakers at LILRC’s 9th 

Annual Herb Biblo Academic Libraries Conference which 

was held at the Half Hollow Hills Community Library, 

recognize Right to Read Day by checking out some books 

from the banned books list at my local public library, and thanking library 

workers for their service on National Library Workers Day. It was a week filled 

with learning, camaraderie and appreciation for all that we do and for the 

people with whom we work. 

During her keynote speech at LILRC’s Academic Libraries Conference, ALA 

President-Elect and CUNY librarian, Emily Drabinski talked about ways library 

personnel can support each other and libraries in general. She talked about 

book banning and censorship but one of her messages was that, in order to 

combat threats to libraries, library personnel have to work together. We have 

to attend meetings, write letters, voice our opinions, and show solidarity. 

Emily noted that a lot of the action she’s seen take place did so because 

people were already gathering together and talking to each other.  

This led me to think of the community and support that comes from being a 

part of SUNYLA. This association brings together people from all over New 

York State, who learn from and share with each other. Through things like the 

SILC workshops, the Midwinter Virtual Conference, the various SUNYLA 

committees, and, most recently, delegate meetings, SUNYLA provides the 

opportunity for SUNY librarians and staff to meet and collaborate with 

colleagues you might not otherwise know. Future Librarians Day is a virtual  
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event that gives library and information sciences students a chance to learn about career paths in 

academic libraries and network with fellow librarians. 

Of course, the Annual Conference is one of our most popular events where we come together on a 

SUNY campus and have a great time learning about library trends and about our SUNY community. 

This year’s conference, SUNYLA Sets Sail: Academic Libraries Charting the Future, will take place on 

June 14-16, 2023, at SUNY Maritime. Second VP/conference chair Jill Kehoe, along with conference 

co-chairs Dana Sinclair (Old Westbury) and Beth Carpenter (Buffalo), and the conference planning 

committees have been hard at work to make this another memorable conference. The keynote 

speaker is Megan Lotts, Art Librarian at Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. The program is 

packed with workshops, tours, and vendor exhibits. Vendor Relations chair, Carrie Fishner (Delhi), 

and her committee secure vendor sponsorship to help keep the conference affordable. Please 

remember to visit the vendor tables. We are looking forward to seeing you all at this year’s Annual 

Conference! 

My term as SUNYLA president is coming to an end. I’ve truly enjoyed working with all of you in this 

capacity. I’m excited for what’s to come as Adam Saunders takes over as president. 
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C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

Deborah Bernnard Retiring in May 

After over 25 years of service to the University Libraries, Deborah Bernnard is retiring on May 10. 

Deborah began her tenure with the University Libraries as a reference librarian and bibliographer at 

the Dewey Graduate Library. She later became the Head of the Dewey Graduate Library and then the 

Director of Public Services, where she was responsible for Access Services, Reference and Research 

Services, Information Literacy, the Interactive Media Center, and Digital Scholarship. Deborah had a 

hand in developing countless new library services, and capably steered the division through the 

pandemic. She mentored numerous librarians, professionals, and graduate students over the years; taught graduate 

courses in UAlbany's library and information science program; and published on information topics in the library 

literature. 

Events 

The Libraries hosted a number of events during the spring semester, including Stress-Less with therapy dogs, an Earth 

Day celebration planting sunflowers, research parties for students enrolled in Writing and Critical Inquiry classes, 

podcasting workshops, a Python coding workshop, Love Data Week workshops, and a new Study Sundays initiative. 

Presentations 

Two of our librarians presented at the ACRL Conference in Pittsburgh this year. Angela Hackstadt gave a presentation 

titled Forging the Future: Connecting Research to Communities, while Camille Chesley gave a presentation titled 

Presumed Competent: Forging a Path to Care and Equity in the Tenure and Promotion Process with her research 

partners Tarida Anantachai and Jamia Williams. 

Kabel Stanwicks presented a paper, Finding Harmony: Social Tags and Name Authority Records in the Popular Music 

Domain, with his research partner Hemalata Iyer for the Association for Information Science and Technology (ASIS&T) 

Global Mid-Year Conference in April. 

Exciting space transformation 

The University Library Current Periodicals Reading Room was transformed into a multi-

purpose event and study space. Students are enjoying the natural light and colorful space. 

We have already hosted two events in this great space--first was a retirement party for 

Deborah Bernnard and our student library ambassadors put on an event highlighting their 

great work during the UAlbany's first Student Showcase event. 

UAlbany Showcase 

The University at Albany held its first Student Showcase on April 27th. 

This classroom-free day provided students an opportunity to share 

their research and creative efforts across campus. The Libraries 

hosted two events—one highlighting our Student Library Ambassador’s 

great work from the past year, and another featuring content from our 

Libros/Arte exhibit and collection.  

New event and study space 

Student ambassadors with attendees at Student Showcase 

Deborah Bernnard  



A D I R O N D A C K   

Danielle Walkup 
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Our part time librarian, Anne Matusiewicz left on April 7th to pursue a full-time position at a local public library. Anne has 

worked part-time at our library since 2018. We wish her the best with her new position! We hope to rehire for this part-

time position during the summer. 

A L F R E D  C E R A M I C S  

Mechele Romanchock  

SUNY Chancellor John B. King, Jr. visited The New York State College of 

Ceramics on April 26th, including a visit to the Samuel R. Scholes Library 

of Ceramics. In Special Collections, Chancellor King examined a 17th 

century manuscript, Magia Naturalis with Director of Libraries, Mechele 

Romanchock. 

Samantha Dannick and Mechele Romanchock recently published an 

article, “Rescuing History at One of the Earliest Industrial Parks in the 

Nation” in the Society for Industrial Archeology Newsletter, related to the 

General Electric technical reports acquired by Scholes Library from Nela 

Park in Cleveland. Nela Park was the center of lighting technology 

advances for over 100 years. 

Archives Coordinator, Laura Habecker published an article, “Unique Overbeck Vase Returning to 

Indiana” in the Journal of the American Art Pottery Association.  

Digital Projects Coordinator, Megan Allen and Art Librarian, John Hosford have been working on 

a project which was recently added to the New York Heritage Digital Collections. Megan scanned 

and created metadata for over 2,000 slides. They also made a few shifts to the collection, 

including combining the Herrick Memorial Library and Scholes Library collections into one 

collection. 

Alfred University Libraries were pleased to confer three new awards to students 

at Honors Convocation. Six students were honored with awards, two students 

won each of three new awards, AU Libraries Outstanding Researcher Award, AU 

Libraries Community Impact Awards and the June Brown Awards for Excellence 

in Library Service. Librarian Ellen Bahr was awarded the Alfred University 

Faculty Scholar Award.  

New York State College of Ceramics Professor Mary 

McInnes recently donated a ceramic ewer created by 

retired ceramics professor John Gill to Scholes Library. It is 

on display in Scholes Library Special Collections.  

 (Continued on page 5) 

Laura Habecker  

Honors Convocation 

Ceramic ewer  

(l-r) Mechele Romanchock, John B. King, Jr. 

https://nyheritage.org/collections/terra-cotta-roof-survey
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The Hinkle Library hosted its first ever After-Hours Board Game Night this semester in order to unveil our brand-new 

board game collection. We are looking forward to growing this collection in the future with input from our students and 

the local community. 

We will be saying a fond farewell to our long-time clerk Marie Wilson, who will be retiring to Florida after the end of this 

semester. We wish her all the best in her retirement and would like to offer our sincere gratitude for all the work she has 

done for Alfred State and the Hinkle Library over the years. 

A L F R E D  S T A T E  

Nicholas Cousino 

(Continued from page 4) 

In the fall of 2022, a group of Canisteo-Greenwood Central School 10th graders came to 

Alfred University Libraries to conduct research for their National History Day projects. 

Assisted by Information Literacy Librarian Kevin Adams, students researched and 

prepared their projects for the regional competition at Genesee Country Village in 

Mumford, NY. Four students advanced from regionals to the state competition, held April 

24th at SUNY Oneonta. Accompanied by their social studies teacher, Christopher 

Romanchock, the students took a quick break to explore the SUNY Oneonta’s Milne 

Library. They particularly enjoyed the Alden Room, housing the Special Collections, 

Archives and rare books, which included a warm greeting and a slide show from Heather 

Statler.    

10th graders visiting Alden Room 

B I N G H A M T O N  

Aleshia Huber 

Staffing Changes 

Our dean search was completed and we are pleased to announce that Andrea Falcone is our 

incoming dean. She currently serves as Dean of the W. Frank Steely Library at Northern Kentucky 

University and starts at Binghamton beginning July 1. 

Marian Stern retired on March 1. Marian worked in the Libraries for more than a decade in technical 

services. She will be missed! 

Matthew Harrick is our new Subject Librarian for English and Philosophy. Matthew is a Binghamton 

alumnus with a BA in English and American Literature. He also holds an MA in English and American 

Literature from New York University. Previously, Matthew worked as an Outreach and Education 

Librarian at Brooklyn College-CUNY. 

Simone Clunie joined us as our Assistant Head of Cataloging and Metadata. Simone brings a wide breadth of training 

and knowledge to this position. She previously worked as the Cataloging/Collection Development Librarian at Jefferson 

University. She holds a BFA in the Visual Arts, a certificate in Women's Studies, diplomas in Museum Studies and Art 

History, and the MLS. 

 (Continued on page 6) 

Andrea Falcone  

Matthew Harrick  
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(Continued from page 5) 

Amanda Hutchinson is our new Electronic Resources Support Specialist. Amanda holds a BA in Journalism from Ithaca 

College and a certificate in Library Technology from Three Rivers Community College. 

Halie Kerns is our new Digital Scholarship Librarian. Before Binghamton, she worked at SUNY Canton 

as an Access Services Librarian. She has a Master’s of Information Design and Technology from 

SUNY Polytechnic Institute, where she completed a thesis that used data visualization to 

conceptualize historical and current book-banning trends. She also has a Master’s in Library and 

Information Science from The University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. 

Events 

Special Collections is holding a Book Arts competition for students. Book Arts is anything that 

is inspired by, engages with or challenges the book form or the idea of the book. The 

competition seeks to recognize and celebrate the creativity of Binghamton University students 

and promote engagement with the book arts. The chosen winner of the competition will be 

awarded $500 and their piece will become part of the discoverable catalog within the 

Libraries' collection.  

The exhibit, “Curtain Call: Selections from the Theatre History 

Collection” is now on display in Special Collections and showcases 

materials that were originally housed in the Theater department. 

Learn more about this entertaining exhibit from the Special 

Collections Blog. 

The Digital Scholarship team has been busy this semester hosting 

many events and workshops. Some of the many workshops include 

“Personal Data Privacy” and “Intro to Digital Storytelling using 

KnightLab Tools” For a complete listing of events, see the Digital 

Scholarship webpage on the Libraries’ website. 

Facilities Updates 

We are approaching the starting moving date of our off-site storage 

facility, the Annex, in Conklin, NY, to our new high-density storage 

building, the Collections Management Facility, in Johnson City, NY. 

We have shifted all document delivery requests from the Annex to be 

fulfilled through interlibrary loan while we finalize sorting books by 

size to be packed into high-density storage trays. We also continue to 

create trays and place materials into trays to prepare for the move. 

Many library faculty and staff members have volunteered their time 

to help accelerate the preparation work for the move, for which we 

are immensely grateful.  

B I N G H A M T O N  

Aleshia Huber 

Book Arts example 

Halie Kerns 

https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2023/03/24/inaugural-student-book-arts-competition-spring-2023/
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2023/02/06/spring-2023-exhibit-curtain-call/
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2023/02/06/spring-2023-exhibit-curtain-call/
https://www.binghamton.edu/libraries/services/digital-scholarship/
https://www.binghamton.edu/libraries/services/digital-scholarship/
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The Committee on Accessibility at SUNY Brockport has created an Accessible Events Checklist to help guide event 

planning. The checklist has been adopted by our Cabinet and endorsed by College Senate.  

Drake Memorial Library has several active searches ongoing as of spring, including Systems & Discovery Librarian, 

Collection Assessment & Discovery Librarian, and Resource Sharing Associate. 

Linda Hacker retired from SUNY Brockport in April. She started with SUNY at Genesee Community College in 2001 and 

two years later began at SUNY Brockport, where she wore several hats including serving as circulation supervisor, 

webmaster, and providing instruction and reference. In 2008, she moved to the college's Downtown Rochester branch 

as the sole librarian. In 2013. the Downtown Rochester branch won the RRLC Academic Library of the Year Award. In 

2018, Linda returned to the main campus, providing instruction and reference services. We wish Linda the best on her 

future endeavors! 

Logan Rath recently had three chapters published: 

• Olmstead, K., Colantonio-Yurko, K., & Rath, L. (2023). How in the world will we teach online?: Re-envisioning literacy 

practicums for distance education. In B. Kabuto & S. Harney (Eds.). Teaching literacy in diverse contexts (pp. 185-

197). UCL Press.  

• Pizzo, J. & Rath, L. (2023). Empowering students to engage in global children’s and young adult literature through 

multimodal practices. In S. Triani & K. Olmstead (Eds.). Embracing stories: Amplifying voices with global children’s & 

young adult literature (pp. 121-136). Peter Lang. 

• Rath, L., & Germain, C.A. (2023). The doctorate: The next educational step in librarianship. In B. West & E. Galoozis 

(Eds.). Thriving as a mid-career librarian: Identity, advocacy, and pathways (pp. 61-76). ACRL.   

Dana Laird will be presenting the lightning talk “Moving From Physical to Electronic Preferred 

Acquisitions at SUNY Brockport” at the Eastern New York ACRL (ENYACRL) Conference in May.  

Pam O'Sullivan and Dana Laird will be presenting “Successfully Communicating Streaming and 

Digitized Media Policies” at the SUNYLA Annual Conference in June. 

Drake Memorial Library hosted several programs to engage students this semester, including 

“What's Behind the Scenes.” This event fostered open discussions with the director, cast, and crew for two recent 

productions by the Theatre Department. We will also be hosting Procrastination Prevention Nights prior to finals, 

providing extended hours, stress break activities, and snacks to help students end the semester strong.  

B R O C K P O R T  

Dana Laird 

Dana Laird  

https://www2.brockport.edu/support/university-events/accessible-events-checklist/
https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/173565
https://soar.suny.edu/handle/20.500.12648/8502
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C A N T O N  

Leah Fitzgerald  

On April 18 and 20, the Learning Commons hosted SUNY Canton’s annual Scholarly Activities Celebration. On the 18th, 

we hosted the poster presentations which included scholarly research, practical applications, and artwork. On the 20th, 

the café in the Learning Commons hosted the Open Mic Night portion of the celebration drawing students, faculty, and 

staff to show off their artistic and musical talents. 

After nearly 20 years of service, Serials & E-Resources librarian Peter Barvoets is 

retiring this June. We will particularly miss his photography skills and chili contest 

recipes! We are currently in the process of searching for Pete’s replacement. 

April Davies will officially take on the role of Interim Director this July, in addition to her 

regular duties as Head of Technical & Public Services. 

Stacy Abrey (Technical Services) was recently promoted from Library Clerk 2 to Library Clerk 3. 

Van Wagenen Library is planning to publish a new edition of The Library Cookbook this fall to commemorate the 50th 

anniversary of our current building. We have a few copies of the previous edition available for purchase, contact April 

Davies if you are interested. 

SUNY Cobleskill is getting a new Provost/VP for Academic Affairs. On campus interviews were at the end of April so we 

hope to hear who it will be soon. ILL & Archives librarian Katherine Brent served on the search committee and reports 

that they had a very strong pool of candidates to work with.  

C O B L E S K I L L  

Katherine Brent 

Sarah Meisch-Lacombe has had her title and role changed to that of Electronic Resources and Assessment Librarian 

and has hit the ground running with her new responsibilities. 

Carrie Fishner was a recipient of the SUNY Delhi Barbara Jones Leadership Award at the annual Student Life Leadership 

Awards, held on April 11th.  

Jennifer Collins served as a reviewer for the National Endowment for the Humanities Mellon Grants. 

Steven Dixon has published several book reviews in Library Journal over the last few months, including for Wildlife 

Anatomy: The Curious Lives & Features of Wild Animals Around the World.  

Denise Holcomb received a promotion from Library Clerk II to Library Clerk III. 

Therapy dogs Winston, Bode, and Toby have made five visits to Resnick Library this 

semester, and have made the students (and staff) very happy with their cuddles. We look 

forward to hosting them again in the Fall. Additional Stress Less programs will be running 

through the last two weeks of the semester, including the last two scheduled visits from our 

furry pals!  

D E L H I  

Carrie Fishner 

Bode and Toby 

(l-r)) Pete Barvoets, April Davies 

mailto:daviesac@cobleskill.edu
mailto:daviesac@cobleskill.edu
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Staffing update 

Staffing is still a problem and we continue to lack a Systems Librarian, among other frontline staff and librarians. 

However, towards the end of March, we welcomed Liz Sicurella as our new accounts clerk after having been without one 

since last summer. Liz is currently stationed at Erie South Campus and doing an excellent job handling all purchases for 

the three campus libraries and working closely with the college’s Purchasing and Accounts Payable offices (which 

interestingly happened to have been re-located this past semester to within the South Library, making space in another 

building to rent to the construction companies just now breaking ground on the new Bills stadium next door).   

Spring events 

On February 28th, Erie City Campus Library hosted their very first Library Advocacy Day. In coordination 

with statewide and national efforts to build awareness and political support for libraries, librarian 

Barrett Gordon (City Campus) led the event at the library using resources developed by the New York 

Library Association (NYLA) and Western New York Library Resources Council (WNYLRC). Students, 

faculty, and staff were enthusiastic about the event, showed their overwhelming support, and enjoyed 

a light lunch sponsored by the library. Participants joined in a coordinated messaging campaign, 

amassing letters and signatures to state legislators converging in Albany that very day to determine the fate of annual 

state funding for libraries. A collaborative “Love Letter to My Library” was among the highlights, as was a video 

testimonial to legislators from one of Erie’s most recent recipients of the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence, 

Jacquelyn Archie, a fierce library advocate.  

On April 26th, Erie North Campus Library hosted a Student Poetry Reading in honor of National Poetry Month, with 

English faculty members and poets, Jennifer Campbell and Lisa Moslow.   

On May 3-4, the annual Open Studios events were held in the South Library with student and faculty presentations, a 

student poetry reading and open mic featuring two nationally recognized guest poets, Damian Rucci and Erie alum 

Parker Jamieson. South Library also hosted the Western New York Book Arts Center (WNYBAC) both days with their 

mobile screen printer for students to make hand-pressed t-shirts and tote bags the first day, and a letterpress to make 

custom cards and small posters the next.    

E R I E  

Justin Cronise 

Barrett Gordon  

The SUNY ESF campus celebrated Earth Week with events 

everyday the week of April 16th. Moon Library was an integral 

part—hosting lectures and also hosting a week long exhibit of art 

from two SUNY ESF student clubs, the Photography Club and 

Digital Story Telling Club. The library also had a table set up to 

educate students on how to make zines and provided materials 

for students to make their own zines. Thanks to Rachel Hogan, our Graduate Library Intern, for creating the zine table for 

students. 

The SUNY ESF Office of Research Programs (ORP) has leveraged its partnership with Moon Library and is now utilizing 

the PivotRP platform, which the library implemented, to deliver weekly targeted funding alerts. This has allowed the 

library to focus on supporting Graduate Student use of PivotRP to discover fellowships and other opportunities. 

E S F  

Jane Verostek  

(l-r) student art exhibit; zine table 
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F A R M I N G D A L E  

Megan Marchese  

Kathryn Machin and Danielle Apfelbaum’s chapter, “Considering a Change in Mid-career,” was published in West, B., & 

Galoozis, E. (Eds.). (2023). Thriving as a mid-career librarian : identity, advocacy, and pathways. Association of College 

and Research Libraries. 

The IGNITE Symposium was held on March 31, 2023. This event celebrated 

undergraduate research, applied learning, and civic engagement projects through 

poster presentations and TED Talk-style speeches. Megan Marchese hosted 

several poster design workshops for students and Greenley Library printed 89 

student posters for the event. Several librarians also served as poster evaluators.  

Intern Ariana Mehrzad created a display to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 

Greenley Library, upcoming in Fall 2023. This display includes archival images 

of its construction, a history of library locations on campus, then-and-now 

photos, images from our 2015 renovation, and brief biographies of Thomas D. 

Greenley and other significant FSC librarians. Ariana is an undergraduate 

Communications & Media Studies student from SUNY Old Westbury who is 

interested in a career in librarianship. She also created an accompanying digital 

exhibit.   

Attendees at IGNITE Symposium 

Greenly Library Open House invitation, c1973  

F I T  

Greta Earnest 

IDMLab 

This semester the FIT Library has revamped our Interior Design Materials Lab (IDMLab) for both faculty and student use. 

The IDMLab provides physical samples of interior design and architectural products and finishes to use on projects in 

the Interior Design curriculum and other programs in the college. As a starting point for hands-on material selection, the 

IDMLab provides a creative, open access environment for students to explore materials that range from commercial and 

residential upholstery fabric swatches to paint chips, wood finishes, and solid surfaces.  

New Databases  

• CB Insights is a comprehensive global database of private companies and 

investors’ activities, including information about private equity, venture capital, 

and emerging markets. Tools provide users with quantitative data and profiles of 

investment firms, individual investors, private companies, and valuations, as well 

as reports and research articles. View any company’s funding, investors, 

competitors, partners, and more. 

• Launched in 2019, Vogue Business provides a global perspective on the fashion 

industry, exploring how cultural trends and global patterns will impact fashion 

businesses, and provides information on how new technologies will shape product 

development, marketing, and sales.  

 (Continued on page 11) 

https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/thriving-mid-career-librarian-identity-advocacy-and-pathways
https://www.farmingdale.edu/provost/ignite/
https://fsclibrary.omeka.net/exhibits/show/libraryhistory
https://fsclibrary.omeka.net/exhibits/show/libraryhistory
https://www.fitnyc.edu/academics/library/databases/?search=cb%2520insights
https://www.fitnyc.edu/academics/library/databases/?search=vogue%2520business
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(Continued from page 10) 

Personnel News 

We are delighted to have the opportunity to expand our full-time positions and add to our personnel this year!  

• Daiyan Hossain, Technologist, Access Services  

• Samantha Levin, Special Collections Associate, Special Collections and College Archives 

• Keely Sanders, Library Associate, Office of the Library Director 

• Miyo Sandlin, Assistant Professor, Instructional Services and Student Engagement Librarian, Research and 

Instructional Services 

• Yiwen Wang, Assistant Professor, Continuations and Metadata Librarian, Periodicals and Electronic Resource 

Services  

Daiyan, Miyo, and Samantha moved from part-time to full-time positions; Yiwen moved from a staff to a faculty position 

and Keely is new to FIT, having previously worked at Columbia University. 

Projects and Initiatives 

During the Fall 2021 semester, Reed Library was proud to host an Information & Library Science graduate intern from 

the University at Buffalo who was able to assess and evaluate the titles in Reed Library’s Juvenile Books collection 

through a lens of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. After the assessment, our intern was able to recommend new titles for 

purchase that would supplement titles in our Juvenile Books collection and expand the scope of representation present 

in materials for Reed Library’s youngest patrons. 

To bring the student voice into some of our planning decisions, the Reed Library Student Advisory Council was 

established in the Fall of 2021. The Council’s primary goal is to offer opportunities for students to engage with the 

library, provide feedback on improving services, spaces, and collections, and a channel for discussing issues in the 

library that have an impact on students. Feedback from the students resulted in several new successful student-focused 

programs and events. 

One initiative that came from the Student Advisory Council was the development of the Reed Library Board Game 

Collection. During these difficult times, having low-stakes social opportunities in the library helped foster a safe and 

welcoming environment for Fredonia’s student community. The Board Games Collection has also been utilized for 

several well-attended game nights in the library and has consistently grown since its launch during the Spring 2022 

semester. Research and Information Literacy Services Librarian Christina Hilburger presented on this topic at the 

SUNYLA 2022 Annual Conference in Farmingdale. The presentation was titled Impact of a Student Advisory Council: 

Utilizing Student Voices to Enhance the Student Experience in an Academic Library. 

Additionally in the Spring 2022 semester, Reed Library launched its new Reed/Seed Library. With generous donations 

from local businesses and community gardeners, the library was able to establish a collection of seeds with hopes to 

promote biodiversity and encourage the Fredonia community to cultivate their own gardens. Approximately 350  

(Continued on page 12) 

F R E D O N I A  

Christina Hilburger  
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(Continued from page 11) 

packages of seeds were “borrowed” since the start of the program, including herbs, native flower species, fruits, and 

vegetables. The local newspaper helped bring in additional donations from community members, too.  

Reed Library is now proudly hosting a resident-certified therapy dog, Clover. Clover’s Birthday Paw-

ty on May 10, 2022, marked the official start of Clover’s certification as a therapy dog. Library 

Director Kerrie Wilkes is Clover’s handler and regularly brings her into Reed Library during the 

semester. Clover has a strong fan base consisting of students and faculty alike. 

Over the past few semesters, Reed Library has started curating both in-person and virtual displays. These displays serve 

to highlight Reed Library’s circulating, music, special, and archival collections and better connect the Fredonia campus 

community to our materials through various cultural heritage lenses (Pride, LGBTQ History Month, Native American 

Heritage Month, Black History Month, etc.) and historical themes (120 Years of Chautauqua County Cookbooks, 

Correspondence Highlights from the Stefan Zweig Collection, Beautiful Books and Bindings in Reed Library’s Special 

Collections, etc.) by providing opportunities for a broader community of patrons to see themselves reflected in our 

collections. 

On May 26th, Reed Library will be hosting the second instance of a mini-conference to share academic librarian and 

teaching faculty perspectives with teachers and media specialists from local K-12 school districts on the essential 

information literacy skills needed for a successful transition to college. The first mini-conference, also held at SUNY 

Fredonia, took place last June. Organized by Research and Information Literacy Services Librarian, Christina Hilburger, 

and in collaboration with the Coordinator of School Library System and Media Services of Erie 2 Chautauqua-

Cattaraugus BOCES, Brian Mayer, as well as Jamestown Community College Reference Librarian, Cynthia McKane, the 

feedback from attendees was overwhelmingly positive, with comments like, “This was my first conference EVER in 20+ 

years that provided feedback from those at the college level.”   

Re3D, Reed Library's 3D printing program, has acquired a second printer, a Pulse XE, for creating more detailed 3D 

prints and expanding available 3D print filament options to include specialized filaments such as wood, steel, and 

magnetic composite PLA. 

Special Collections & Archives (SC&A) 

Since our last report, Coordinator of Special Collections and Archives, Mandi Shepp, has been busy 

hosting a new internship in collaboration with the Photography Department in Fredonia's School of 

Visual Arts & New Media and the Stefan Zweig Digital Project at the Literaturarchiv Salzburg. The 

Zweig Digital Intern will be helping to digitize materials in the Stefan Zweig Collection for upload into 

the Stefan Zweig Digital Project website, where they will be made available to researchers and 

Zweig fans alike the world over. Work is near completion on the processing, arrangement, 

rehousing, and description of the Stefan Zweig Collection and the Sigurd Raschèr Collection, and 

the Historical Popular Sheet Music digitization project is also in its final steps with new DSpace 

uploads appearing weekly. In late March, SC&A opened a new exhibit highlighting student worker and intern projects for 

a behind-the-scenes look at archival and preservation work.  

Construction 

Big changes are coming to Reed Library in the not-so-distant future. Conversations are underway with architects as we 

plan for our shift to a Commons model. 

Clover 

Mandi Shepp 

https://www.observertoday.com/life/sunday-lifestyles/2022/03/get-ready-for-spring-planting-with-suny-seed-library/
https://www.stefanzweig.digital/context:szd/sdef:Context/get?locale=en
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G E N E S E E  

Elizabeth Simmons 

Student Poetry Contest 

The Alfred C. O’Connell Library held its 22nd annual Student Poetry Contest this spring. Following the entry deadline, this 

year’s panel of five judges made up of current library staff, a retired English instructor, an Online Learning Specialist, 

and the Director of Residence Life reviewed the poems and chose the winners. Each winning poet will receive a 

certificate and a gift card and will be recognized at the college-wide student awards ceremony on Tuesday, May 9. The 

winners will also join students from past contests on the library’s Poetry Contest webpage which stays active year-round. 

Changes Planned for Alfred C. O'Connell Library  

Library Staff are preparing to welcome the Learning Center into the library and move offices, slated 

for Fall 2023. This co-location will allow for more centralized services for students. The library back 

offices will be moved to an empty office suite on the other side of the library, to make room for 

tutors and learning center staff. Library staff are working closely with Buildings and Grounds to 

design the shared space and new office space. Jessica Hibbard, Associate Dean for Library and 

Academic Support Services, oversees both the library and learning center staff. Jessica Hibbard 

G E N E S E O  

Brandon West 

Personnel Updates 

After more than 20 years of service, Special Collections Librarian Liz Argentieri will be retiring at the 

end of June. The Library and College will miss Liz’s thoughtful approach to her work and vast 

knowledge of the Special Collections and Genesee Valley. Liz has accomplished a tremendous 

amount during her years of service by guiding students in their research and engagement with 

archival materials, supporting faculty research, and creating displays which feature materials from 

the College Archives and Special Collections. Liz played a significant role in the preparations for the 

College’s 150th Anniversary and recently facilitated the exhibit of nine medieval bound manuscripts 

in the Library through the Manuscripts in the Curriculum II program from Les Enluminures. Liz will be greatly missed! 

Max Sparkman has joined the library faculty as a new Research Instruction Librarian as of February 2023. Max is 

serving as the liaison to several social science departments (and mathematics!) and will be overseeing the production of 

the library’s journal, Proceedings of GREAT Day. Max earned his MLIS from Old Dominion University in 2022. Previously, 

he worked as a Learning Commons Library Assistant at Old Dominion University Libraries. We are very thankful to have 

him as part of our staff!  

Scholarly Works & Honors 

Becky Leathersich, Education Librarian, has been honored as a New York State Outstanding Librarian in the Finger 

Lakes region by State Senator Iwen Chu, who chairs the Senate Library Committee. 

Max Sparkman, Research Instruction Librarian, delivered at presentation titled “Directing a Blockbuster, Not a B-Movie: 

Managing a Large-Scale Media Donation” at the Virginia Library Association Professional Associates Forum 2023 

Conference. This is his first presentation as a tenure-track librarian at SUNY Geneseo! 

(Continued on page 14) 

Liz Argentieri  

https://www.genesee.edu/academics/library/about-us-library/poetry-contests/
https://news.milne-library.org/exhibit-at-fraser-hall-library-the-history-of-the-book-in-medieval-europe/
https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/proceedings-of-great-day/
https://twitter.com/SenIwenChu/status/1651600819433750528?s=20
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Brandon K. West, Head of Research Instruction Services, has published his third edited volume for 

ACRL Publications titled Thriving as a Mid-Career Librarian: Identity, Advocacy, and Pathways. His 

co-editor was Elizabeth Galoozis from the Claremont Colleges Library in California. The book 

focuses on four aspects of career longevity: staying engaged in your career, the role of identity in 

shaping mid-career librarianship, being your own advocate, and choosing to lead or not to lead. A 

few of the contributing authors are SUNY librarians. Logan Rath (Brockport) and Carol Anne 

Germain (Albany) co-authored a chapter about pursuing a Ph.D.; Emily Mitchell (Oswego) wrote a 

chapter about leadership; and Kathryn Machin (Farmingdale) and Danielle S. Apfelbaum 

(Farmingdale) contributed a chapter about considering a change in your mid-career. Allison Brown (Geneseo) designed 

the book’s cover at Brandon’s request for a “Lisa Frank-inspired design!”  

Alan Witt, Research Instruction Librarian, recently had a book chapter proposal accepted to an ACRL publication, 

entitled “Rebuilding the Ship of Theseus: Navigating Faculty/Librarian Relationships Through Changing Waters.” He will 

be busy writing his chapter over the next couple of months. 

New Open Textbook Published! 

Milne Open Textbooks, an imprint of Milne Library Publishing, is excited to announce the release of 

the open textbook Processes: Writing Across Academic Careers, edited by Christopher Iverson and 

Dan Ehrenfeld. Processes: Writing Across Academic Careers is an edited collection featuring writing 

from students, faculty, and staff at Farmingdale State College. Each contributor reflects on their own 

writing as well as writing in their fields/disciplines.  

The Farmingdale State College Writing in the Disciplines committee curated excerpts of published or 

unpublished work from faculty, students, and administrators across departments and offices. The 

result is Processes: Writing Across Academic Careers, a collection of writing samples and reflections on the processes 

that made those pieces of writing possible. This book shows that, while writing looks and functions differently in 

different disciplines, college communities center on writing. From the college president to the faculty to the students, 

each member of the community grapples with writing, even in disciplines not considered to be writing-intensive. 

The text features compositions from nursing, STEM and health sciences, education, and history and culture. The 

examples include reflections on the role of writing in one’s academic career, examples of professional writing in the 

sciences, research papers, conference proposals, and laboratory reports. The examples of published or works-in-

progress are accompanied by thoughtful reflections on how the author crafted their work. Perfect for introductory writing 

courses, and useful modularly for any class that touches on writing or information literacy, this text is a unique, honest, 

and practical resource for any undergraduate. 

Processes: Writing Across Academic Careers can be read online and downloaded for free. An affordable print version is 

also available. 

Author Event 

Fraser Hall Library hosted an author reading event on April 13 that was coordinated by Tracy Paradis. Director of 

Creative Writing at SUNY Geneseo, Kristen Gentry, read aloud and facilitated a discussion about the stories and social 

topics featured in her forthcoming book, Mama Said. More than 30 students and faculty attended the reading and 

signing, enjoyed refreshments, and even tasted Grippo’s potato chips! 

https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/thriving-mid-career-librarian-identity-advocacy-and-pathways
https://milneopentextbooks.org/processes-writing-across-academic-careers/
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H U D S O N  V A L L E Y  

Cynthia Koman 

Several staff changes are occurring at the Dwight Marvin Library! Gail Murray, ERM librarian, will be leaving us for a 

position at Smith College. We wish Gail all the best in her new adventure. Jess Hoffman joined us in February 2023 as 

our new Information Literacy librarian. Welcome, Jess!  

Professional development has lately been a focus of ours. Sierra Pasquale has recently been accepted to the 

Information Science Ph.D. program at SUNY Albany. She starts her studies in the Fall 2023 semester. Jess Hoffman 

recently went to Columbus, OH for the LJ Library Safety Summit. She was on the advisory board for 

this conference as the Event Producer. Cynthia L. Koman and Sierra Pasquale will be presenting at 

SUNYLA this year. Their presentation is entitled “Academic, Scholarly, Peer-Review, Oh my!” and 

focuses on digital natives and information literacy.  

Cynthia L. Koman was awarded promotion from Assistant Professor to Associate Professor, effective 

September 2023. Congratulations!  Cynthia L. Koman  

April 22nd was Taka-Con, MVCCs annual student-run pop culture convention. User Experience Librarian Molly Cameron 

co-organized the event and the library was represented by a table of popular materials available to be checked out as 

well as an interactive panel on Japanese culture led by ILL specialist Aiko Kane. 

MVCC Utica Library integrated their career preparation collection into the main circulating collection and replaced it with 

a Graphic Novels collection. The Graphic Novels collection includes fiction and non-fiction with 

subjects ranging from history and science to superheroes and monsters. The move to a separate 

section has been well-received by patrons. Students have been especially excited for the manga 

selection, which has recently been expanded to include several popular series in support of the 

Anime Haven club on campus. 

Claire Ehrlich, Reference and Instruction Librarian, has been promoted to Assistant Professor rank. 

Congratulations Claire! 

M O H A W K  V A L L E Y  

Jocelyn Ireland 

Claire Ehrlich 

M O R R I S V I L L E  

Adam Saunders 

The SUNY Morrisville library has had a busy year of events, departures, and new hires. 

The end of the Fall semester saw the departure of Instruction Librarian Michelle Mitchell and Library Director Christine 

Rudecoff. Michelle Mitchell has found new opportunities as a Reference and Instruction Librarian at Syracuse University. 

Michelle was an incredible asset to our team and will be sorely missed. Christine Rudecoff celebrated her retirement on 

December 9th. She had been a member of the SUNY Morrisville community since 2007, starting as an instruction 

librarian and then moving into the seat of Director of Libraries in 2010. Chris had also been a strong advocate for barrier

-free access to information and the use of Open Education Resources at SUNY Morrisville. As director, Chris always 

maintained a student first approach to the library, ensuring that its space and services evolved to meet student needs 

as technologies and information access trends changed over time. The search for a new director is currently open.  

(Continued on page 16) 
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SUNY Morrisville welcomed its new Instructional Services Librarian Adam Mizelle in February. Adam 

came to us from Widener University in PA where he was the Information Literacy Coordinator. His 

past experiences with IL coordination and the ACRL framework will be a great asset as he tackles 

the process of working with faculty on integrating the new GenEd Information Literacy standards 

into their courses. Adam is a fan of fishing, music, and tabletop RPGs. 

The library was fortunate to once again host the art of CNY local artist Lee Brown Coye in a gallery display titled Night 

Creeps: The Art of Lee Brown Coye. Coye is best known for his macabre fantasy and horror illustrations.  For more than 

fifty years his artistic talents covered a wide range of paintings, scratch art, as well as illustrations for books and 

magazines. The gallery display remained in the library through the month of September and early October. The 

Morrisville library also hosted a new library gallery exhibit by artist Mark Diorio. The exhibit titled The Last Portrait: 

Reflections at the End of Life, was a photographic exploration into the remaining days of the narrative. Every person has 

a unique story, shaped by life's challenges and accomplishments. The end of life is just another chapter - our final 

challenge - and it provokes an equally unique response. The exhibit was on display through March and April. Finally, the 

library hosted its 5th Video Game Bookclub. We played through Supergiant’s award-winning Hades and had our first and 

second discussion sessions on March 3rd and 21st, with our final discussion held on April 7th. 

Systems Librarian Angela Rhodes presented at the annual SUNYLA Midwinter Conference. Her 

presentation titled “From Scratches on Paper to Auto-Generated Pivot Tables: The Evolution of 

Reference Statistics at SUNY Morrisville,” discussed the history of keeping reference statistics and 

the process that pushed the keeping of these statistics from one iteration to another as well as the 

kind of data the library is seeking now. 

Looking toward the future the SUNY Morrisville Library is gearing up for a full building renovation starting as early as 

spring of 2025. This summer librarians and other building stakeholders (tutoring services, accessibility services, EOP, 

writing center, etc.) will be meeting with architects to discuss our vision of what will eventually become a campus 

learning commons. Librarians will also be busy in the summer with the first of two large weeding projects, aiming to 

remove over 18,000 volumes this year and another large weeding project next year with the aim to remove roughly 30% 

of the collection in total. We are readying ourselves for several years of turbulence, but are excited for the prospects the 

renovated space will provide our campus.   

Angela Rhodes  

Adam Mizelle  

N E W  P A L T Z  

Chrissy O’Grady 

We are thrilled to announce Susan M. Frey, Ph.D., as Dean of the Sojourner Truth Library. Dean Frey joined the library on 

March 2nd and has been immersing themselves in the campus. Dr. Frey brings exceptional qualifications and 

experience to lead the Sojourner Truth Library. They have more than 35 years’ experience as a researcher, librarian, 

educator and institutional leader and a track record of seeking innovative ways to cultivate cross-campus relationships 

that create learning opportunities for students. Welcome and congratulations Dr. Frey! Read the full campus 

announcement for more information.  

The library also welcomed Jenn Palomino as Circulation Manager in March. Jenn worked as a student assistant while 

completing her undergraduate degree and then moved into Library Clerk positions. Jenn left the library for other  

(Continued on page 17) 

https://sites.newpaltz.edu/news/2023/02/susan-m-frey-dean-sojourner-truth-library/
https://sites.newpaltz.edu/news/2023/02/susan-m-frey-dean-sojourner-truth-library/
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administrative positions on campus and most recently worked in the Office of Veteran and Military Services. We are 

thrilled to welcome Jenn back and excited for her leadership in circulation.  

The library hosted several successful events this semester. Associate Librarian Madeline Veitch partnered with the 

Liberal Arts and Sciences Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee to host a workshop titled “Harnessing the Power of 

Zines: using zines as a tool to examine race, class, and gender.” The Dean’s Office organized a Celebration of Faculty 

Authors on March 7th. The 2023 celebration honored 49 books authored by 35 

faculty members within the last two years. President Darrell P. Wheeler, Interim 

Provost Barbara G. Lyman, and the new Sojourner Truth Library Dean Susan Frey 

were all in attendance. The President enjoyed the celebration so much that he asked 

the Dean’s Office to replicate the faculty author display at the inauguration festival 

on April 19th. The Digital Scholarship Center hosted several successful events 

including mapping week, podcasting week, and their first Digital Scholarship Speaker 

Series. On April 10th, speakers from the US Latino Digital Humanities Center (USLDH) at the University of Houston spoke 

about preserving Latinx histories and stories through culturally centered methods. They discussed the meaning of the 

archive, community outreach and collections, USLDH digital humanities projects and classroom engagement with 

archives and digital humanities. The library hosted their fourth Virtual Poem in Your Pocket Celebration in April. The 

virtual celebration showcased over 100 original poems submitted by faculty, staff, students, and community members. 

An in-person celebration occurred on April 18 and included poetry reading, haiku writing, a small poetry book sale and 

snacks. Check out the library’s Instagram @sunynplibrary for photos and videos of the poem event. Lastly, the dedicated 

Friends of the Sojourner Truth Library hosted their beloved Monster Book & Media Sale from April 19-25th. We are 

grateful for the continued support of faculty, students, alumni, and community members to promote and enhance the 

library.  

We are looking forward to participating in campus stressbusters events during finals week! Our theme this year is 

“Breakfast, Buttons, and Barks.” 

(l-r) Darrell P. Wheeler, Susan Frey 

N I A G A R A  

Jean Linn 

Jean Linn, Andrew Yeager, and Andy Aquino of the Lewis Library took over as co

-chairs of NCCC's Student Showcase, an event highlighting student scholarship. 

Students work in conjunction with their faculty mentors to present their 

research to the public. There are three categories: poster projects, table 

projects, and art exhibitions/performances. The event is run in tandem with the 

College’s open house. Over $3,000 in prizes were awarded; all funds were 

collected from the generosity of employee donations. The topics ranged from 

nature sketches to artificial intelligence and pastry lamination to hemp 

concentrates.  

For National Library Week, three programming sessions were held for the 

College community. Public Services Librarian Andy Aquino showed how to use 

Overdrive and the Libby app. Instruction & Assessment Librarian Andrew 

Yeager presented on OER and how to implement it. Jean Linn, Technical  

(Continued on page 18) 

(from top) Student prize winners with President 

William Murabito; Hassan Travis-Frank discusses 

his poster project with Showcase attendees 

https://sites.newpaltz.edu/news/2023/03/faculty-authors-2023/
https://sites.newpaltz.edu/news/2023/03/faculty-authors-2023/
https://hawksites.newpaltz.edu/digitalscholarshipcenter/
https://newpaltz.libguides.com/pocketpoems
https://www.instagram.com/sunynplibrary/?hl=en
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Services Librarian & Archivist, introduced the library’s film and video databases, including the newest addition through 

SUNY Connect—Academic Video Online. As part of her Faculty Resource Center role, Jean also coordinated the faculty 

keynote event, where Assistant Vice President of Academic Affairs, Dr. Fabio Escobar, presented his research on the 

value of expertise within contemporary public dialogue. As part of the keynote, there was a ceremony honoring emeriti 

faculty for their contributions to NCCC.  

O N E O N T A  

Lori Wienke 

In February, Milne Library premiered its mini hump day wagon, filled with reproductive healthcare supplies for students. 

This initiative was coordinated by Sarah Rhodes, Research and Instruction Librarian, in collaboration with Rebecca 

Harrington from the Office of Health Education. 

Milne Library’s Alden Scholar’s Series continued with a lecture by Dr. Matthew Unangst, History department, on 

“Colonial Geography: Race and Space in German East Africa, 1884-1905.” 

Michelle Hendley, Head of Collection Development, Resource Management, and Sharing, 

presented “Mirror, Mirror: What Do You See When You Look at Me?” as part of Dr. Howard 

Ashford’s Inclusive Inquiry Series. 

Milne Library celebrated Black History Month with displays focused on the theme of Black Resistance, coordinated by 

Library Support Assistant Sophia Dunne, which was a collaboration with the Women and Gender Studies department.  

In celebration of Women's History Month, posters featuring Women in STEM who are role models 

in their fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics were installed on the third 

floor of Milne Library, a display coordinated by Lori Wienke, Acquisitions and E-Resources 

Librarian. These vibrant posters were offered to students through a lottery at the end of March. In 

addition, displays created by Sophia Dunne featured SUNY Oneonta history and children’s and 

young adult books about famous historical women. 

The inaugural lecture of the Reading Room Conversation Series, coordinated by Brendan Aucoin, Head 

of Access Services and Library Technology, was presented by Dr. Allie Terry-Fritsch, Professor and 

Chair of Art History at Bowling Green State University, on the topic of “Fra Angelico’s Public: 

Renaissance Art, Medici Politics, and the Library of San Marco in Florence.” 

Milne Library hosted a student panel discussion in the Alden Room titled “Beyond the Spectrum: A Panel Discussion on 

Personal Experiences” which was co-sponsored by the Folks with Disabilities (FWD) Affinity Group. 

Two poster exhibits from New York Heritage were installed outside the Alden Room, coordinated by Lori Wienke. Two 

Hundred Years on the Erie Canal was presented in March and Immigration in New York State, 1650-1950 was on 

display in April. 

In April, Evening Supervisor Adam Wood and Sophia Dunne (both library school students) collaborated with Maya Aponte

-Whaley from Oneonta’s Center for Racial Justice and Inclusive Excellence (CRJIE) to create a display featuring titles on 

(Continued on page 19) 

https://www.instagram.com/p/Co-ACHxLakp/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CoyQ5ntr7rK/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CopzRDrvpDN/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CoKhUiNr6Ok/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CpTGAJgvMa2/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CpgeXpYrguw/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cpz5ZCErt72/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cpz5ZCErt72/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CqDXRF3LOyM/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CqDXRF3LOyM/
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farmworkers in the United States and Cesar Chavez. Eduardo Chavez, Cesar 

Chavez’s grandson, was on campus in early April to screen his documentary! 

Scholarly Communications Librarian Jennifer Jensen coordinated two student 

research poster workshops in March and April to assist students interested in 

participating in Oneonta’s Student Research & Creative Activity (SRCA) 

Showcase. Presenters included Jen, Research and Instruction Librarian Sarah 

Rhodes, Instructional Designer Ed Beck, and three faculty members. 

In April, Milne Library hosted our second annual Dragon Egg Hunt, with colored eggs that yielded 

positive messages and a treat, and five golden eggs containing cash prizes for students! 

Milne Library celebrated Earth Month with two book displays, one on the History of Oneonta’s 

College Camp by Sophia Dunne, and another on the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals by 

Adam Wood, which was a collaboration with the Office of Sustainability.  

Milne Library’s Reading Room Conversations Series continued, coordinated by Brendan Aucoin, with 

a lecture by Dr. Joseph Von Stengel, Professor of Art at Hartwick College, titled “Collaboration with 

the Machine: Artificial Intelligence as a Creative Tool.” 

Milne Library, the Gender and Sexuality Resource Center, and the Women’s and Gender Studies 

department collaborated to host Drag Story Hour, coordinated by Sarah Rhodes, which will be a new 

annual campus event. 

Special Collections Librarian Heather Stalter, Sophia Dunne, and three student workers hosted extended open hours of 

the Alden Room, Milne Library's Special Collections Center, for campus visitors attending the New York History Day 

Competition on April 24th. Visitors were invited to step back in time with exhibits highlighting Milne Library’s New York 

State special collection, curated by Sophia Dunne. 

Red & some of his eggs 

P O L Y T E C H N I C  

Rebecca Hewitt  

In April, SUNY Polytechnic librarian Rebecca Hewitt staffed a table at the campus 

Health & Wellness Fair. It was the first time the library was invited to participate. A 

student-created display on the efficacy of reading for relaxation was the centerpiece, 

along with giveaways and advertising for an upcoming end-of-semester study event. 

Did you know that a 2009 study by the University of Sussex found that reading can 

reduce stress by up to 68%?! 

Library Resources & Services Manager Allison Fiegl successfully completed a Library 

Juice Academy course, “Library of Congress Classification,” in January.  Danielle Montalbano with library display 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CqVvoH4rCe6/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CqstitFrT6M/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CqstitFrT6M/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cq3kT1uP_GP/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cq6EX0DP9Sl/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CrI4W-nLNQZ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CrI4W-nLNQZ/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CrZIU76vwJW/
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P O T S D A M  

Carol Franck 

Ed Komara, our Distinguished Librarian at the Julia E. Crane Music Library and an expert in 

American blues history, has co-authored a new book, King of the Delta Blues: The Life and Music 

of Charlie Patton (University of Tennessee Press.)  

Lauren Jackson-Beck stepped down from the Director of Libraries position in February and has 

returned to her work as a Technical Services librarian. The campus has not yet determined 

leadership for the SUNY Potsdam College Libraries.  

Congratulations to Christi Sommerfeldt for winning a Sylvia Chu Memorial Scholarship to attend 

the SUNYLA conference at Maritime in June – Go Christi!  

S U F F O L K  

Joan Cook 

Lisa Melendez, Professor of Library Services, presented at San José State University’s Library 

2023 Worldwide Virtual Conference, Mental Health and Wellness: Library Works Thriving in 

Uncertain Times, on April 4, 2023. A longtime yoga practitioner, Lisa’s presentation, “Shifting the 

Pace: Pausing to Practice Self-Care at Work” focused on how yoga principles can be incorporated 

into the workday to help counter the burnout that often accompanies the busyness and 

unpredictability of under-staffed work environments. After an overview of basic yoga tenets, she 

offered practical techniques for use in a variety of settings.  

Regina Dlugokencky, SCCC Reference Librarian and organic farmer, will co-present 

with Amber Gagliardi, Adult Services Librarian of the Middle Country Public Library in 

Centereach, at the annual Long Island Library Conference on May 11th, 2023. Their 

presentation entitled “Growing a Seed Library in Your Community” will introduce the 

basics of starting a seed library: acquisition of seeds, identifying funding sources, 

and creating unique, eco-friendly gardening and craft programs to fit any budget. 

They will also propose initiatives libraries can use to help combat the decline of the 

monarch butterfly and other pollinators.  

Lisa Melendez 

(l-r) Regina Dlugokencky. Amber Gagliardi 

T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D   

Karla Block 

SUNYLA hosted its second annual Future Librarians Day virtually on April 21, with 

three panels of librarians (Collections & Archives; Public Services; and Tech Services & 

Systems) currently working in academic libraries throughout SUNY. TC3 Librarian Karla 

Block, who is subject liaison for nursing, health, and STEM, was a panelist for the 

Collections & Archives panel.  

Librarian Susanna Van Sant was re-elected as President for the Faculty Association.  

The library has curated various interesting displays during Spring semester such as 

“We Need Diverse Books” and another for National Poetry Month.  
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Upstate is searching for an Access Services Student Supervisor to join our team. Please check out the posting for more 

information. In other position-related news, the library has hired four new student assistants and is setting up interviews 

for top candidates for the Head of Archives position. 

Upstate hosted this year’s SUNY University Faculty Senate Plenary on April 21st and 22nd. This included a tour of the 

library that highlighted the Archives, featuring a display of antique medical artifacts and an interactive historical 

timeline. Additionally, the Archives has been assisting the President’s Office with historical research on Sarah Loguen 

Fraser (Upstate’s first female MD graduate, and believed to be the fourth Black woman physician in the United States) 

and other early diverse graduates, both at our institution and more generally.  

Chaeyeon Kim will be presenting a virtual poster at the Medical Library Association Annual Conference in May. Her work 

will explore visualizations of citation-based bibliometric networks to help define collaboration patterns in COVID-19 

research. 

On March 30, Jennifer Sullivan hosted a webinar on Graphic Public Health, 

featuring Meredith Li-Vollmer as the presenter. The webinar was part of the MLA’s 

Health Humanities Speaker Series and was well-attended.  

Abigail Smith and Kim Nolan have agreed to serve on an institution-wide Artificial 

Intelligence Taskforce, geared toward developing initial guidelines for use of AI at 

Upstate for faculty, students, and staff. 

Sarah Lawler and Olivia Tsistinas are planning the Health @ CLRC 2nd Annual Health 

Literacy Conference, which will take place in June. Sarah has also been facilitating 

tabling and outreach for Inclusive Health Services as well as the Cancer Center’s 

Family Resource Center.  

The library hosted a new program on April 21st: Adopt a Plant Day. Well-timed for 

Earth Day, this new event was organized and led by one of our student employees, Val Florez. Patrons were encouraged 

to take home cuttings from some of our library plants, as well as care cards for the plants and some newly ordered 

books for the new plant parents to borrow.  

The library tabled at our local Environmental Services Career Day on April 24th. We will also be hosting Upstate’s 

employee art exhibit, On My Own Time. Laura Benjamin will be coordinating submissions from artists and Elise 

DeAndrea will be helping with the exhibit installation in May.  

U P S T A T E  M E D I C A L  

Joan Cook 

(l-r) Sarah Lawler, Olivia Tsistinas  

(l-r) Abigail Smith,  Kim Nolan  

https://careers.upstate.edu/cw/en-us/job/508005/access-services-assistant-work-study-supervisor
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We have broadened our instructional scope this year! Assistant 

Chairperson Yvonne Rode developed a one-shot, synchronous 

class on podcasting with Audacity for assignments in 

geography and 20th-century U.S. history. View her research 

guide and Podcasting 101 videos on our YouTube channel!  

Library Assistant Jessica Martino celebrated her 23rd year 

working in the library this January. Jessica personally, along 

with her supervisors and colleagues at SUNY Westchester, 

were honored by Westchester County Executive George Latimer 

and the Employment Network during the 2022 National 

Disabilities Awareness Month for their support of employment 

of persons with disabilities. A virtual acknowledgement was 

also recorded and is available on the Westchester NDEAM website.  

The library’s Great Books Discussion Forum sponsored by the English Department explored three great contemporary 

classics of Indian and Indian American Literature, led by Profs. Casey Ellis and Brian Centrone. Last semester, three 

conversations were facilitated on the subject of queerness in British literature and Librarian Jessica Tagliaferro served 

as a discussion leader on Virginia Woolf’s Orlando. This semester’s theme was “Out of India” and conversations focused 

on issues of culture, class, faith, immigration, and globalization.  

Congratulations to Domenick Gasparro, Mayra Cabrera and Anthony Reda who have joined us as adjunct librarians this 

semester! In an unprecedented coincidence, all three librarians also work with us as library technicians during the day!  

Domenick, who has worked as a Library Technician specializing in e-book acquisitions and ILL since the Fall of 2019, is 

excited to be applying his education as a librarian and archivist to assisting students with their research, helping fine 

tune citations, and being a part of the team of librarians at the Harold L. Drimmer Library. 

Mayra has been with the library since 2017 working in acquisitions and cataloging, coordinating technical services with 

SUNY Extended Support, and administering our Overdrive and McNaughton orders. Mayra also recently began selecting 

Spanish language titles. As an adjunct librarian, Mayra works reference in-person and virtually and assists full-time 

librarians with citation workshops.    

Anthony has been with the college since 2014, working primarily overseeing front desk operations, training PT clerks 

and student interns, and managing the reserve collection. Anthony sits on the Student Engagement Committee and the 

Middle States Standard IV group and assisted with crafting the library’s new mission statement. Anthony has been an 

adjunct librarian since 2022 and conducts orientations, citation workshops and information literacy classes. Anthony 

was the 2022-2023 Staff Member of the Year. 

In 2021-22, with an award from SUNY Libraries/EBSCO our librarians received training and consultation from Dr. 

Kawanna Bright, designer of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) audits and development for academic libraries. 

Through this consultation, we have developed our Mission, Statement of Inclusion, and Vision and Values statements 

soon to be posted. Library Chair Jessica Tagliaferro, Assistant Chair Yvonne Rode, and Public Services Librarian  

(Continued on page 23) 

Jessica Martino and co-workers 

W E S T C H E S T E R  

Rebecca Steere and Jessica Tagliaferro  

https://library.sunywcc.edu/c.php?g=20448&p=9346691
https://library.sunywcc.edu/c.php?g=20448&p=9346691
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC83TQoUdSa7cKcikQJcSTIQ
https://ndeam2022.wordpress.com/ndeam-2021/westchester-ndeam-2022/
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(Continued from page 22) 

Towanda Mathurin facilitated the grants and/or led the committees who drafted the statements. Nearly everyone in the 

department participated in the efforts.  

In addition, the library received $250 from EBSCO through SUNY Libraries to execute a DEI event or effort. Library Chair 

Jessica Tagliaferro used this fund to supplement titles by indigenous authors for a student engagement event on 

Indigenous People’s Day 2022. The balance will likely be used for an additional engagement on Native American culture 

in collaboration with SUNY WCC’s student involvement office. 

With grant funding, the Library has jumped on the Overdrive/Libby bandwagon, making the library reading app available 

to members of the SUNY WCC campus community! With input from staff, members of the faculty, and notably, the 

college Mental Health Services counselors who are excited to offer self-help titles in their counseling, we have begun to 

curate eBook and audiobook collections from a range of genres.  

https://www.cafepress.com/profile/sunyla
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With generous support from the SUNYLA Professional Development Committee, I was able to 

participate in the 2021-2022 Cohort of the SPARC Open Education Leadership Program, an 

intensive professional development program designed to empower academic professionals with the 

knowledge, skills, and community connections to lead successful open education initiatives that 

benefit students. 

This two-semester program utilizes a blend of online, peer-to-peer, and project-based learning to 

build a comprehensive understanding of the open education space, coupled with the practical know-

how to take action on campus and beyond. Structured as a fellowship, each cohort becomes a 

vibrant community of practice that is further enhanced by expert instructors and mentorship 

support. An additional requirement of the course is to attend the Open Education Conference, an 

annual event that allows for sharing and learning about open educational resources, open 

pedagogy, and open education initiatives. 

One of the major elements of the course was to develop a capstone project that has an impact on 

open education locally, as well as a community resource that contributes back to the broader 

movement. For my capstone project, I worked toward launching a new open education initiative, 

Open Fredonia, that built upon our well-established OER adoption incentive program at the State 

University of New York at Fredonia. The goal was to take Fredonia beyond OER adoption to more 

comprehensive applications of open education. This process involved a full-scale planning strategy 

to determine if and how this would be feasible, including strategic planning for developing realistic 

goals and expectations, and outreach efforts.  

As I started the process of expanding our campus program, I simultaneously developed a community 

resource with key planning considerations, resources, and techniques that I found helpful 

throughout my own program planning process. The goal was to compile a roadmap and program 

planning toolkit to help others who may be going through a similar shift with their own campus open 

education efforts. Both my final capstone report and the community resource can 

be found on SPARC’s website.  

I also presented a lightning talk at the SUNYLA 2022 Annual Conference in 

Farmingdale. Titled Open Fredonia: Building Upon an Established OER Initiative, I 

discussed the SPARC program, Open Fredonia, and the community resource. 

G R A N T  R E P O R T :  S P A R C  O P E N  E D U C A T I O N  L E A D E R S H I P  P R O G R A M   

Christina Hilburger (Fredonia) 

Christina Hilburger  

https://sparcopen.org/people/christina-hilburger
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Thanks to a grant from the SUNYLA Professional Development 

Committee, I was able to attend and present at the first in-person 

ALA LibLearnX Conference held in New Orleans during January. This 

conference is the new iteration of the old ALA Midwinter Conference, 

and has been refashioned into a conference that prioritizes practical 

learning, networking, and celebration of awards. I wasn’t sure what 

to expect as the first two LibLearnX conferences were virtual due to 

the pandemic, and I had never attended an ALA Midwinter Conference in the past. 

I would say that this conference had the feel of a SUNYLA annual on steroids—there was the same 

overall buzz in the air of everyone excited to see each other and talk library talk, the joy of sharing 

and learning from colleagues, and just having fun together. Presenting at this conference was a lot 

of fun as the participants were not rushing out to the next stop and took time to stay and chat and 

stop us afterwards to ask questions if they saw us at other locations as well.  

The sessions were well curated to provide a wide range of topics to appeal to a broad audience, and 

most of the sessions had practical applications to daily library-life—no matter what your area of 

interest is. If you have been to ALA annual you know how overwhelming it can feel, and how many 

times the sessions feel like an afterthought to the vendors and exhibits floor. Here, the sessions 

really did take center stage. There was still an exhibits floor, but it was much smaller and more 

intimate, so you actually could have real conversations with representatives (if you 

chose) and still leave with some swag.  

There are still some kinks that the organizers need to work out, but overall, I would 

encourage anyone with the opportunity to attend and submit a proposal to present 

at this conference!  Carrie Fishner 

G R A N T  R E P O R T :  A L A  L I B L E A R N X  C O N F E R E N C E   

Carrie Fishner (Delhi) 

Outside the convention center 
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