
Dear SUNYLA, 

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude for the privilege 

of serving as your SUNYLA President for this academic year. 

The sense of community within SUNYLA is something I 

deeply cherish, and I am appreciative of the support we 

extend to one another. Together, we are fortifying our 

libraries and enhancing the services we offer to our patrons, 

not only within our respective campuses but also as a unified SUNY system. It is 

a tremendous honor for me to hold the position of President, and I am delighted 

to have Jill Locascio (Associate Librarian for Digital and Technical Services at 

SUNY Optometry) onboard as the new SUNYLA 1st Vice President. Once again, 

thank you for entrusting me with this responsibility, and I look forward to a 

productive and collaborative year ahead! Finally, a huge shout out and thank 

you to Jennifer DeVito for all her work as SUNYLA president last year, and a 

thank you for helping me prepare for this role following our very successful 

2023 SUNYLA Conference. 

Appropriately titled “Academic Libraries Charting the Future,” at SUNY Maritime 

College back in June, Jillian Kehoe and her team did an incredible job putting 

the SUNYLA annual conference together and being our hosts for those three 

days. A sincere thank you to Rear Admiral Michael Alfultis, Ph.D., Maritime’s 

College President, for allowing SUNYLA to host its conference at such a 

beautiful campus, right on the shores of the East River and bay. The annual 

conference was a terrific opportunity for professional development but was also 

a great way to connect with our fellow librarians and colleagues. Despite the 

training ship not being docked during that week we had a wonderful time with 

the other waterfront activities, kayaking, paddle boarding, and sailboard rides. 

Presentations and poster topics ranged from marketing to library programming, 
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artificial intelligence to gamification, information literacy library instruction to open access, and scholarly 

communication to collection development just to name a few. The diversity of presentation topics truly 

highlighted the broad spectrum of various talents and expertise that exists throughout our SUNY Library 

system.  

At SUNYLA 2023, the keynote speaker was Megan Lotts, Art Librarian at Rutgers, who is involved with 

teaching research workshops, building the collection, facilitating programming and events, as well as 

engaging with students and faculty on research in the arts. The author of now two books, Advancing a 

Culture of Creativity in Libraries: Programming and Engagement (2021) and The Playful Library (2024), 

Megan gave an inspiring presentation on how to embrace creativity and play in our lives and libraries. At the 

Thursday night dinner, the Friend of SUNYLA Award was presented to Dan Harms (Associate Librarian, SUNY 

Cortland, UUP Liaison) which recognizes those members whose work and leadership support the goals of 

SUNYLA and SUNY libraries. 

Save the date for the 2024 Annual Conference which will be held at SUNY Buffalo State University (not to be 

confused with the University at Buffalo) on June 12-14, 2024. Charles Lyons (2nd Vice President/ 

Conference Chair) and the conference planning committee are already hard at work. 

It has been a troubling year for information equity for SUNYLA and for the whole of New York State with the 

defunding of NOVELny. Our campuses heavily rely on the resources made available through the NOVELny 

program to provide students with equitable access to essential research platforms. We are facing a potential 

crisis situation in regards to providing access to reliable information regardless of financial, physical, or 

geographical limitations. However, I believe that through our shared passion and commitment to our 

students and faculty, and us as a unified SUNY system that we will make it through this storm. As your 

SUNYLA President I have committed myself to do everything in my power to champion our cause and 

advocate for our needs. 

In closing, I eagerly anticipate the year ahead and am hopeful for the opportunity to meet and engage with 

many of you throughout our SUNY libraries. If you haven't done so already, I encourage you all to 

contemplate attending one of our council meetings, as they are inclusive and open to all members. Our 

upcoming gatherings are as follows:  

• Friday, November 17 @10:00AM - Virtual 

• Friday, January 19 @10:00AM  - Virtual 

• Friday, March 22 @10:00AM  - Buffalo State College and Virtual 

• Wednesday, June 12 @10:00AM - Buffalo State College (Annual Conference) and Virtual 

Until next time, as we navigate through these challenging times together, please stay well and take care. 

Page 2 S U N Y L A  N E W S  



https://sunyla.org/listservs
https://sunyla.org/listservs


B I N G H A M T O N  
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C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

New Hires 

We have had a very busy summer with several new faces joining the libraries. The following have joined our staff since 

May: 

• Madison White, Archival Processing Manager 

• Sara Benedict, University Downtown Center (UDC) Library Services Assistant Manager 

• Anne Peng, UX Coordinator 

• Laura Lipke, Health Sciences Librarian 

• Samantha Lauth, Bartle Library Services Assistant Manager 

• Meghan Lenahan, Electronic Resources Librarian for Acquisitions 

• Joseph Sheriff, Facility Operations Assistant 

Additionally, Hailley Harvey was promoted to be our new Collections Manager Facility (CMF) Supervisor.  

Staff Awards 

Congratulations to Andre Mathis, Bartle Library services manager, as the recipient of June’s STAR 

Award. The STAR Award recognizes, affirms and supports examples of outstanding 

quality service by any faculty or staff member within the Binghamton University 

community. 

Congratulations to Amy Gay, Assistant Head of Digital Initiatives for Digital Scholarship, and Megan 

Benson, Assistant Head of Instruction and Outreach, for winning the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for 

Excellence in Librarianship. 

Departures 

In June, we bid farewell to Jill Dixon, who served as our Interim Dean for the past year 

and held many positions prior in her 15-year career at Binghamton University 

Libraries, from Engineering Librarian to Deputy University Librarian. She begins the 

next chapter of her career as the new Dean of Libraries at West Chester University in 

Pennsylvania. 

In August, we bid farewell to Amy Gay, who served as our Assistant Head for Digital 

Initiatives for Digital Scholarship. She joined us back in 2017 as Digital Scholarship 

Librarian and really boosted our Digital Scholarship Services. Her impact over the years included building a dedicated 

digital scholarship library team, guiding the development of a Digital Scholarship Center as part of the third-floor library 

renovation and teaching many, many people digital scholarship skills through the Digital Humanities Research Institute 

(DHRI), workshops and one on one consultations. Jill and Amy will both be missed dearly, and we wish them the best! 

Events 

Even with Amy’s departure, Digital Scholarship at Binghamton is in good hands. Several workshops are being offered  

 (Continued on page 5) 

(l-r) Harvey Stenger, Jill Dixon, Donald Hall 

Andre Mathis 

Megan Benson 

https://www.binghamton.edu/offices/human-resources/employees/star-award.html
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(Continued from page 4) 

this semester, including a Digital Gardening series about creating websites from scratch, using Gale’s Digital Scholar 

Lab for Text Analysis, and a Wikidata Editathon for Queer History Month. A new Digital Scholarship LibGuide has also 

been published. See our blog for more Digital Scholarship news. 

The Bartle Global Exhibit (BGE) Committee represented the Libraries and joined 18 other offices around campus to table 

at the ISSS Welcome Picnic and Resource Fair on Wednesday, August 16, in the Old Union Hall and Mandela Room. We 

welcomed many new international students and promoted library resources to foster connections with new students.  

The Sustainability Hub is hosting many events this semester. On September 22, the bi-weekly Sustainability Hub Interest 

group meeting kicked off with a guest speaker, Kate Miller-Corcoran, to talk about the Farm to Library Project. Some 

other Sustainability Hub Library events include a Clothing Swap and a Pop-Up Seed Exhibit hosted by Special Collections 

and the Binghamton University Art Museum. 

Other News 

Our LibGuides have been updated to improve the look and feel of them for our users. Checkout our new LibGuide design 

on our website. 

Drake Memorial Library is currently conducting two searches, for a Head of Research and Instruction and a Research 

and Instruction Librarian.  

We are excited to welcome several new staff to the library! Brigette Meskell is now our Collection 

Assessment and Development Librarian. They are working on analyzing our collection and are involved 

in a number of projects in the library. They earned their MLIS from the University at Buffalo.  

Rachel Pazda began as Resource Sharing Associate in June. She received her B.A. in Psychology from 

the University at Buffalo, and previously worked at Pittsford Community Library. She's happy to be 

working in Interlibrary Loan.  

Casey Spark is the new Systems and Discovery Librarian. He received his MLIS in Library Science 

from the University at Buffalo in 2020 and has worked in a number of areas in librarianship including 

public schools and academic libraries. 

Linda Hacker, Reference and Instruction Librarian, retired at the end of April. Linda provided 

reference and instruction to countless students at both Drake Memorial Library and the former Metro 

Center Library. 

Claire Pitcairn left Brockport to join the University of Rochester as Learning Initiatives Librarian. During her time here, 

she supported students and faculty at the Downtown campus. 

This year we began a new initiative in coordination with the Academic Success Center to welcome all students enrolled 

in Academic Planning Seminar to the library. With 54 sections visiting the library over a two week period, all librarians 

and the library director participated in leading tours of the library and providing information about our spaces and 

services to new students. Following the brief tour, students had a scheduled Health Education session in one of the 

classrooms within the library. It was great to introduce so many students to the library! 

 (Continued on page 6) 

B R O C K P O R T  

Dana Laird 

Brigette Meskell  
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Planning has begun for the next SUNYLA Annual Conference 

& we would love your help! 
 

SUNYLA’s 56th Annual Conference will be held at Buffalo State University, 

June 12-14, 2024. Early June is often still springtime in Western NY, so the 

weather should be beautiful (though spring only lasts about three days... with 

any luck, those'll be the three). 

If you’re interested in participating on the conference planning committee, at 

any level, just fill out a quick web form to let us know!  

Planning meetings will be held virtually, no road trips required. There are 

opportunities to get involved with things like local arrangements, 

programming, posters, vendor relations, marketing, registration, scheduling, 

and much more. 

Any questions?  Contact Charles Lyons and/or Justin Crossfox for answers. 

(Continued from page 5) 

We are also excited to note that our first week in-library headcount shows an increase of 14.8% over the first week of fall 

2022. Along with the tours and events being held by the Student Engagement Committee, we anticipate physical use of 

our library will continue to rebound this year. 
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C A N T O N  

Leah Fitzgerald  

Over the summer, we hired our new Student Success and Support Librarian, Joe Malek. He comes to 

us from Niagara University and is excited to experience his first semester here at the library. 

Our Library Director, Anna Wong, just completed a certificate in Open Education Librarianship and 

states “they are now accepting applications for 2024 – personally I would highly recommend the 

program to anyone who would like to grow professionally in the area of open education initiatives.”  

We have expanded upon our arts in the Learning Commons initiative this semester. Building upon 

the weekly music hour in the café and our semesterly Open Mic Night, we have started displaying an art collection 

created by our faculty and staff and the students from the drawing classes were recruited and hired to created themed 

artwork that will change every year.  

Joe Malek 

https://forms.office.com/r/X1dABqYhR1
mailto:lyonscf@buffalostate.edu
mailto:crossfja@buffalostate.edu
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This fall has seen a lot of changes in the Library at SUNY Cobleskill! 

Faye Starman started as our new Electronic Resources Librarian on September 11th. Faye previously 

worked at Schenectady County Community College and the College of St. Rose. She holds a BA from 

SUNY Potsdam and got her MSIS at Albany. 

Kathryn Prada also started in September as the evening Adjunct Reference Librarian. 

In addition to her previously announced promotion this summer to Interim Director, April Davies was promoted to the 

rank of Librarian effective September 1st. Katherine Brent was also promoted to Librarian at that same time. 

The Jared Van Wagenen, Jr., Library moved into its current home in 1973 

with a book brigade. To celebrate this momentous event, the 50th 

Anniversary edition of The Library Cookbook has just been published! It 

includes all of the old favorites plus new recipes like Gluten-Free Hard Cider 

Mac & Cheese and Hasenpfeffer Chili. 

Speaking of chili, the Library’s annual Chili Cook-Off is happening on 

October 18th. Prizes will be awarded for categories such as Hottest and 

Best Tasting. All are welcome to come try all the entrants and vote for their 

favorites. 

While you’re here, you can also shop our Fall Book Sale. The sale began on September 29th (in time for SUNY 

Cobleskill’s Family Weekend) and will continue through the end of October, or until we run out of things to sell. 

C O B L E S K I L L  

Katherine Brent 

Faye Starman 

Passing books from Wheeler Hall to the new building 

Events & Programming 

The Arthur A. Houghton Jr. Library hosted the Southern Tier Library Service’s (STLS) Annual Day of Learning on June 9th. 

Over 100 librarians from across the southern tier attended the first in person programming since before COVID.  

Personnel News 

Librarian Sarah Tronkowski has been promoted to Assistant Director of Library Services. In addition, 

Sarah was named to the first cohort of the NYS Community College Student Success Leadership 

Academy. The cohort is comprised of a diverse group of professional backgrounds from colleges 

throughout the state. The program is designed to provide a solid understanding of critical student 

success and change management concepts with assistance from the National Center for Inquiry & 

Improvement (NCII), Aspen, and the Ohio Success Center. 

Senior Library Clerk Amanda Bailey is participating in a virtual archival practicum with Mississippi College University and 

the Mississippi Historical Baptist Commission to create and digitize finding aids for historical records. The practicum is a 

requirement for her degree program. Amanda will earn her MLIS degree later this year through the University of 

Southern Mississippi.  

 (Continued on page 8) 

C O R N I N G  

Sarah Tronkowski  

Sarah Tronkowski  
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(Continued from page 7) 

Facilities Update 

Library Staff welcomed the campus IT department to the library building over the summer. This co-location will improve 

student access to necessary IT support services and improved workflows within our departments. Library staff worked 

closely with our Physical Plant to design new office and circulation spaces in the library’s lower level. The Arthur A. 

Houghton Jr. Library is now home to Library Services, the Learning Commons, Information Technology, and the Center 

for Teaching Innovation and Excellence (CTIE). 

Rob Sanders began as Associate Provost for Faculty and Academic Excellence in August. Dr. Sanders was previously at 

Rollins College, where he was the Dean of Professional Advancement and Graduate Studies as well as the Interim Dean 

of the Olin Library. Rob, who has an MLS from the University of Kentucky, will lead a combined unit including Online 

Learning, the Library, Sponsored Research, and the Center for Professional Development, among other departments. 

The library has focused on collaborating with Empire faculty and the bookstore on affordability initiatives, including 

participating in course reviews and textbook reviews. In the Fall 2023 semester, this led to the licensing of over 400 

ebooks that served as textbooks, reducing the need for students to purchase texts for over 350 courses. In addition to 

the over 250 courses that use OER at Empire each semester, this has led to major savings for Empire students. 

The Empire State Library was awarded two OER Impact grants to develop OER modules in OLI’s Torus tool in 

collaboration with faculty, and to collaborate with the Instructional Designers and Faculty to move at 

least 6 high enrollment courses with high equity gaps to OER courseware.  

Sarah Morehouse participated in the campus-wide committee that analyzed the pedagogical 

implications of Artificial Intelligence, which is informing planning for how Empire will approach AI 

within the curriculum.  

E M P I R E  

Dana Longley 

The SUNY Downstate Medical Research Library of Brooklyn has been populating their area of the SUNY Open Access 

Repository (SOAR) with a collection of open access, freely available, peer-reviewed published articles from their 

researchers. We now have over 1,300 articles and continue to grow as more become aware of the benefits of having 

their work openly available to the world. 

Staff News 

Violet Price, Head, Library Resources Management Services, Cheryl Marriott, Coordinator of Archives & Special 

Collections, and Gabriel B. Pimentel, Instructional Support Assistant, presented “Navigating/Sailing Through the 

Weeding of a Physical Collection During the Pandemic” during the 2023 Annual SUNYLA Conference. 

Cheryl Marriott was the recipient of the Dr. Dale Blackstock Award for Outstanding Service, March 

2023, and was presented the 2019-2020 SUNY Chancellors Award for Excellence in Professional 

Service during the campus ceremony held on May 17, 2023. Cheryl was also appointed to serve as 

Vice-President for the June 2023-December 2024 term of New York State Library Assistants 

Association (NYSLAA). 

D O W N S T A T E  M E D I C A L  

Violet Price 

Cheryl Marriott  

Sarah Morehouse  

https://soar.suny.edu
https://soar.suny.edu
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The SUNY ESF Archives and Special Collections has 2 new collections available to the ESF community and the public.   

The Knotholes 

After several years of in-house scanning and creation of metadata, all of the SUNY ESF Student newsletters, The 

Knothole, are available in SUNY ESF’s new online repository. These newsletters date back to 1938 and the collection 

consists of close to 1,400 issues. They contain a wealth of campus history with columns and commentary by the SUNY 

ESF student body.  

The scanning and metadata portion of the project was overseen by Jane Verostek, Librarian at Moon Library and the 

uploading and creation of the collection in the Experts online repository was overseen by Casey Koons, Assistant 

Librarian at Moon Library.  

Roosevelt Wild Life Photographs 

The SUNY ESF Archives and Special Collections houses over 6,000 photos 

taken by authors and researchers for the Roosevelt Wild Life Station 

publications. During the summer of 2023, via a CLRC Access & Digitization 

grant written and received by Jane Verostek, over 1,500 of these photos were 

digitized. These are available for the public to search and use via the New York 

Heritage online repository which also houses the SUNY ESF yearbooks, the 

Cranberry Lake yearbooks and other digitized collections from the SUNY ESF 

Archives and Special Collections.  

E S F  

Jane Verostek  

Erie will soon be naming a new college president as four candidates came for the final interviews and campus 

presentations in the second week of this Fall semester. The library itself has no staffing updates, although we are 

continuing to advocate to fill the Systems Librarian position as well as part-time librarian and library clerk positions.   

Library spaces at all three campuses have been filled with students to levels not seen since prior to the pandemic, 

especially at the North and City campuses, even as enrollment continues to decline. Academic and athletic programs 

have been moved, mostly to Erie’s North campus, bringing an influx of new students and groups. 

Erie’s City campus re-opened the main historic Post building following major water damage from pipes burst last winter, 

and so the City library also happily returned to its space and collections. Thankfully, the library itself did not see any 

damage or mold, etc.  

Despite the uncertainty of leadership, the college has continued to further shrink its presence at the South campus 

adjacent to the Buffalo Bills’ stadium and the new stadium construction, with yet another building cleared of classrooms 

and offices. Making the most of consolidation, the library converted three rooms to regularly scheduled classrooms 

encompassing nearly all of the in-person English sequence courses, which has boosted the number of students coming 

into the library and strengthened the partnership with one of our key departments. 

E R I E  

Justin Cronise 

Chittenango Creek, 1928  

https://experts.esf.edu/esploro/search/collections/Knothole-ESFs-Student-Newspaper/knothole?institution=01SUNY_ESF
https://experts.esf.edu/esploro/search/collections/Knothole-ESFs-Student-Newspaper/knothole?institution=01SUNY_ESF
https://nyheritage.org/organizations/suny-college-environmental-science-and-forestry-moon-library
https://nyheritage.org/organizations/suny-college-environmental-science-and-forestry-moon-library


With support from the Thomas D. Greenley Library, FSC was awarded a 2023 SUNY OER Services Impact Grant of 

$12,250 to support adopting and adapting an openly-licensed textbook for the college’s newly implemented First Year 

Experience course. 

Kathryn Machin and Danielle Apfelbaum presented “Should I stay or should I go?” to the LACUNY Institute 2023: The 

Evolving Library through Professional Development on May 12, 2023. Danielle Apfelbaum also co-presented “A crash 

course in OER” with Derek Stadler (LaGuardia Community College) at the Long Island Library Conference on May 11, 

2023. 

Megan Marchese presented “Facilitating student engagement in information literacy instruction using 

Pear Deck” at the ACRL IS VEC Lightning Round: Engaging Students in Library Instruction, 

Experimentation, and Innovation, on May 1, 2023. She also presented “Using anonymous polling to 

accommodate all learners in information literacy instruction” at the SUNYLA conference on June 15, 

2023. 
Megan Marchese  
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F A R M I N G D A L E  

Megan Marchese  

Now that most professional conferences and events are returning to a 

physical venue, why not apply for a SUNYLA grant to help cover the cost?  
 

In the past, Professional Development Grants have helped fellow SUNY librarians reach the 

national and global stage by attending, networking, and presenting at a wide variety of 

conferences/programs. SUNYLA can support activities, whether they are in-person or virtually. 

We can also help with tuition assistance for a class that will help you be more efficient with 

your professional tasks.  

Here are some of the events that SUNYLA members have attended with the help of PDGS 

funds: 

• American Library Association’s Annual Conference 

• Association of American Colleges & Universities Conference on Global Learning 

• Association for Library Service to Children 

• Back in Circulation Again Conference 

• LibLearnX (formerly ALA Midwinter Conference) 

• WILU Conference (Workshop for Instruction in Library Use) 

SUNYLA’s grants program reimburses members for expenses associated with professional 

growth activities when other funding sources are not available. SUNYLA members in good 

standing qualify. If you have questions, contact PDGS chair Lisa Errico. Learn more about the 

SUNYLA Professional Development Grants Program and download the application online. 

https://oer.suny.edu/2023-funded
https://2023lacunyinstitute.commons.gc.cuny.edu/full-schedule/
https://2023lacunyinstitute.commons.gc.cuny.edu/full-schedule/
https://libconference.org/2023-programs/
https://tinyurl.com/ISLightningRound
https://tinyurl.com/ISLightningRound
https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla23/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/SUNYLA-2023-PROGRAM-Final-Version-Reduced-File-Size-2.pdf
mailto:Lisa.Errico@ncc.edu
http://sunyla.org/professional-development-grants-program
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F I T  

Greta Earnest 

The FIT Library is in full swing for Fall 2023! We have a fabulous lineup of events, new personnel, and we’ve created a 

Mindfulness Corner for students. 

Events 

All of our virtual events, and some of our on-site events, are open to SUNY! 

This semester is packed full of programming for the FIT community and beyond. Our FIT Authors 

Talks series, a series of open houses from our Special Collections and Archives unit, and we’ll have 

a marvelous event through our Love Your Library series that brings two fashion heavy hitters 

together for one fascinating conversation. 

• October 4-25, 2023: Special Collections and College Archives Welcome Wednesdays. This 

is a series of open houses to celebrate Archives Month in October. 

• October 5, 2023: 5-Minute Library Hacks for Students. Librarians live demo research 

shortcuts and library hacks to help students get the most out of the library. 

• October 11, 2023, FIT Authors Talks: Lamont O’Neal will discuss his book Illustrated Men: Drawing and 

Rendering the Male Fashion Figure. Book signing to follow. This event will be held in the Library and is for the 

FIT community.  

• October 24, 2023: Animal Therapy. Students will be able to de-stress and unwind while playing with doggos, 

kitties, and more! 

• October 19, 2023 from 5-6:30 pm, Katie Murphy Amphitheater (open to the public): Love 

Your Library: Grace Coddington and Willie Christie. Vogue Creative Director at Large, 

Grace Coddington, talks with famed British fashion photographer Willie Christie about his 

first ever book of work, Willie Christie, A Very Distinctive Style: Then and Now. To RSVP. 

• November 14, 2023: MakerMinds Series for students - Mend, Swap, and Embellish. 

Students come together to create new clothing out of old pieces by mending or 

embellishing them with materials provided. 

• November 15, 2023, FIT Authors Talks: Delphine Horvath will give a talk about her book, 

Cosmetics Marketing: Strategy and Innovation in the Beauty Industry. Q&A to follow. This 

is a virtual event open to all. To RSVP.   

New Personnel 

We are happy to announce that we have recently added to our library family! 

• Sara Belasco, Catalog and Metadata Librarian / Assistant Professor 

• Maggie Hess, Library User Services Specialist 

• Nasir Ismael, Cataloging Assistant 1 

• Eliza Rinn, Library Associate 

• Hiroko Suda, Digital Assets Librarian / Assistant Professor  

(Continued on page 12) 

https://events.eventzilla.net/e/grace-coddington-in-discussion-with-willie-christie-2138618999
https://events.eventzilla.net/e/fit-authors-talks--cosmetics-marketing-2138616049


Page 12 S U N Y L A  N E W S  

(Continued from page 11) 

Mindfulness Corner 

The Library created a new Mindfulness Corner where students can come to 

center themselves in a peaceful and quiet environment in the library. Full of 

inspiration and encouragement, this space has mindfulness exercises and 

hosts information about the Counseling Center and FIT Health Services for 

those needing assistance. 

Please join the library in welcoming their newest part-time librarian, Noah Grover who comes to GCC 

with a Bachelor of Arts in Economics (minor in Law) and a Master of Science in Information and 

Library Science, both from UB.  

Nicki Lerczak is participating on the college’s Academic Assessment committee which is drafting new 

Institution-level Student Learning Outcomes (ILOs). Nicki was tasked with coming up with the draft 

statement for Information Literacy. 

G E N E S E E  

Elizabeth Simmons 

Noah Grover 

It has been a busy start to the semester. Chat statistics are up 50% from this time last fall semester. This is thanks, in 

part, to more students, but also some faculty are requiring students to work with a librarian on research papers. 

For the second year in a row, the Utica campus library invited students to Pop! into the Library during the first week of 

classes. We offered all sorts of “pop” themed treats like cake pops, pop parts, lollipops, and pop rocks. We also had a 

drawing for an Amazon gift card. It was a success again and we plan on making it a tradition. 

We have been able to redesign the space in the Utica campus library 

with some funds for new furniture. The space that previously held our 

print reference collection is now a space for group study and some 

comfy seating. We have found the high bar tables facing out the 

windows are some of the most popular spots. We have moved things 

around so more of the comfy seating is facing out towards the 

windows. 

We also received a donation of tables that prompted a reconfiguration of the library instruction computer lab. The new 

tables are now arranged in a way that group work is easier to do and students don’t have to turn around to listen to a 

presentation. 

MVCC has launched a new Club Takeover engagement program, in which student clubs and organizations can sign up to 

“take over” the main display case. Club representatives are encouraged to bring photos, student work, props, 

decorations, and advertisements for upcoming events to fill the display case. They then partner with a librarian to 

choose books from the collection relevant to their club's theme to fill in the rest of the space and show how the library 

can support student interests. 

(Continued on page 13) 

M O H A W K  V A L L E Y  

Jocelyn Ireland 

(l-r) before and after: print reference, group study  
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(Continued from page 12) 

MVCC librarian Milo Cameron recently partnered with New Paltz librarians Madeline Veitch and Kristy Lee for a Spotlight 

on SUNY Libraries webinar titled “Clearing the Air: Navigating Mold Challenges in SUNY Libraries.” The webinar 

highlighted the seriousness of book mold infestations. 

Library faculty member Shikha Joseph was promoted to Assistant Professor on September 1st. Shikha is the Emerging 

Technologies Librarian in the A. Holly Patterson Library’s Research and Instructional Services Unit. Congratulations, 

Shikha! 

N A S S A U  

Lisa Errico 

STL enthusiastically welcomed students on Friday, August 25th. We collaborated with student engagement to offer our 

long-standing favorite event—“Get Tattooed with a Librarian.” Students casually talked with us while they put on 

temporary tattoos. We also provided tours of the library throughout the day with two of our wonderful student 

employees, Catie Casey-Wagemaker and Emily D'Auge.  

Collection Development & Zine Librarian Madeline Veitch collaborated with the Dorsky Museum on a 

new partnership called Art x Books. Art x Books is a pop-up swap between the library and the 

museum; the museum selects materials to be displayed in the library, and the library selects books to 

be displayed in the museum. The first exchange is for the exhibit “Purple Haze: Art and Drugs Across 

the Americas,” Curated by Estrellita B. Brodsky with Raúl Martínez, which examines the America’s 

ambiguous relationship with drugs. The collaboration receives support from Anna Conlan, Director of 

the Dorsky, library student staff Catie Casey-Wagemaker, and Dorsky student staff member Noelle 

Sullivan. See our library Instagram (@sunynplibrary) for a short video about the exchange. 

Local New Paltz restaurant Krishna Kitchen collaborated with campus to open a pop-up location in the lobby of the 

library. We are happy to see the former café location occupied! It has become a popular dining option on campus, 

including for library faculty and staff.  

In August, library faculty and staff met with the new Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs William McClure. We 

had a productive conversation about points of pride and areas where we need support. 

Adrianna Martinez, former Research & Education Librarian, left for a new position. Adrianna joined the faculty in July 

2020. We wish them the best! 

N E W  P A L T Z  

Chrissy O'Grady 

Madeline Veitch  

https://www.instagram.com/sunynplibrary/
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O N E O N T A  

Alayna Vander Veer 

Personnel Changes 

Jennifer Jensen, Scholarly Communications Librarian, has left Milne Library for Edinburgh, Scotland. Sophia Dunne, a 

Library Support Assistant and MLIS student, will be transitioning to emergency hire for this position.  

Adam Wood is now the Acting Evening Staff Supervisor, having years of experience working as a Library Support 

Assistant.  

A.J. Sanders joined the Milne Library team as an Office Assistant in the Circulation department.  

Megan Palmer joins the James M. Milne Library staff at SUNY Oneonta as Reference and Instruction 

Librarian. She recently received her Master of Library and Information Science degree from Western 

University in London, Ontario, Canada. Megan has her undergraduate degree in biology and has 

experience assisting with digitization of the conference proceedings for the Canadian Association for 

Information Sciences (CAIS) and with research for the Canadian Jewish Women Writers Project. 

Caitlynn Gaston is Milne Library’s newest intern, completing her Library Practicum course in the Collection Development, 

Resource Management & Sharing Department. Caitlynn is a student in the College of DuPage’s Library and Information 

Technology Program. The Library Practicum is her final of nine courses. 

News 

Cathy Fallon, Head of Circulation, and Melanie Castine, Library Clerk 2 and student employee supervisor, successfully 

hosted the 2023 Annual New York State Library Assistant’s Association Conference (NYSLAA) at SUNY Oneonta in June.  

Michelle Hendley, Head of Collection Development, Resource Management & Sharing, presented “Banned Books 101” 

at the 2023 NYSLAA Conference. 

Sarah Rhodes, Megan Benson (Binghamton), Kathy Starks, Paul Bond (Broome), Nana Pietriyk, and Elizabeth Howes 

presented “Connecting through Conversation and Collaboration: A panel discussion of school and college librarians” at  

(Continued on page 15) 

We welcomed a new part-time librarian, Angelina DiMascio. She is a recent graduate of the University at Buffalo with 

clerical and paraprofessional experience in both academic and public libraries.  

Jean Linn, library chair, travelled to Albany for the 2023 State of the University Address by Chancellor John B. King. She 

participated in the Campus Showcase, highlighting NCCC's Student Showcase event, which is the College's research 

symposium held each spring.  

The Lewis Library was selected as the 2023 Outstanding Library by 

Western New York Library Resources Council. We are honored to be 

recognized and grateful to our colleagues who nominated us. The 

award ceremony is upcoming and then we will host an event on 

campus celebrating our library!  

N I A G A R A  

Jean Linn 

The Lewis Library team: (l-r) Lori LaFever, Jean Linn, Andy 

Yeager, Andy Aquino, Jenny Crandall, Gil Certo, Dave Odum  

Megan Palmer  
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the NYLA-SSL Creating Connections, Building Bridges conference in May. Sarah Rhodes, Dr. Kjersti VanSlyke-Briggs, and 

Dr. Thor Gibbins were invited to present “AI Complexities for the Classroom: Panel Discussion” at the ONC BOCES’ 

Superintendents’ Hot Topics Conference in August. 

Sophia Dunne presented “Archival Research in a Comp 1000 Class” at the 2023 ENYACRL conference in May.  

Alayna L. Vander Veer, Reference and Instruction Librarian, presented “Infinite Archives, Infinite Possibilities: Learning 

Research and Databases with Archive of our Own” with UB Law Librarian Austin Waters at the 2023 FanLIS virtual 

international conference. Their paper was published in the October issue of Proceedings of the Document Academy. 

Alayna also presented “Introduction to Research Using Google” at the 2023 NYSLAA Conference.  

Betsy Tucker, Acquisitions Assistant, Sophia Dunne, Library Support 

Assistant, and Michelle Hendley collaborated to create an exhibit 

honoring SUNY Oneonta's students who received Academic 

Achievement Awards. Every year, the SUNY Oneonta Foundation and 

SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association recognize Academic Achievement 

Award winners by having the name of each student honoree printed 

on an individual Alumni Association bookplate, which is placed in a 

contemporary book related to the student's major. 

In May 2023, SUNY Oneonta hosted the annual ENYACRL conference. The theme was Re-Imagining the Library and was 

very well attended. ENYACRL programming committee members at SUNY Oneonta included Sarah Rhodes (Chair), Lori 

Wienke, and Alayna Vander Veer. Additional programming committee members included David Schuster (Binghamton), 

Adrianna Martinez (New Paltz), Wendy West (Albany), Lisa Rogers (Utica), Juan Denzer (Syracuse), Giovanna Rita Colosi 

(Syracuse), and Cheng Cheng (Syracuse). 

“Resources on Bullying, Mobbing, and Other Forms of Workplace Psychological Violence,” one of Milne Library’s General 

& Topic guides, was revamped and updated by Reference and Instruction Heather Stalter. The guide provides lists of 

selected articles, books, and other resources, and is licensed under CC-BY.  

Academic Achievement Awards exhibit 

O S W E G O  

Morgan Bond 

Smiles All Around at the Welcome Fest 

Exploding Cats, Stump the Librarian, karaoke, puzzles, giant Jenga, and friendship bracelets were just some of the fun 

on the menu at Penfield Library’s Welcome Fest, held on the first night of classes. Games and activities could be found 

on every floor of the library. Library, EOP, and OLS staff joined students in having a good time playing, singing, and 

making. 

The Welcome Fest is the library’s official welcome to new and 

returning students. Research shows that students new to college 

typically report feeling anxiety about using the library. The event is 

intended to minimize anxiety and to increase students’ awareness 

of the services, resources, and people available to support their  

(Continued on page 16) 

(l-r) Students playing giant Jenga & Stump the Librarian 

https://doi.org/10.35492/docam/10/1/3
https://libguides.oneonta.edu/workplacebullying
https://libguides.oneonta.edu/?b=t
https://libguides.oneonta.edu/?b=t
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academic and personal success. Event photos captured the fun that both students and staff experienced. All students 

who attended also received cell phone wallets, highlighters, stress balls, and a chance to win raffle prizes. 

Staff News 

Laura Harris co-wrote an article about Oswego's 10 Day Accessibility Challenge. It can be found in 

volume 36, issue 1, of the Journal of Postsecondary Education & Disability. 

Marissa Caico, Laura Harris, Emily Mitchell, and Sarah O’Shea will be presenting “Hands on with AI 

research tools: An information literacy approach” at the SUNY Conference on Writing in October. 

Sarah O’Shea joins us as the Access Services Librarian. Sarah previously was the Library Director at 

Newfane Public Library in Newfane, NY. She’s lived in Tennessee, Ohio, and Michigan, before 

moving to New York and is the mother of two SUNY college students! 

Marissa Caico joins us as the Digital Collections Librarian. Marissa recently received her MSLIS from Syracuse 

University. She loves movies and tries to watch one new film a week. 

Catherine Carra joins us as the Cataloging and Government Documents Librarian. Catherine most recently worked at the 

Getty Conservation Institute in Los Angeles, CA.  

Emily Domicolo has moved into the Reserves and Resource Sharing Office Assistant 2 position and Austin Richardson 

has moved into the Special Collections Office Assistant 2 position. Emily joined us in May of 2022 and Austin joined us 

in December of 2019, both worked for Penfield Library in our Circulation Unit as Office Assistant 1s previously. We’re so 

thrilled both Emily and Austin chose to stay with us at Penfield Library! 

Laura Harris 

P L A T T S B U R G H  

Michelle Toth 

New Feinberg Library Website using Springhare CMS 

In early August, Feibinerg’s UX librarian Joshua Beatty rolled out our new site. This change has been in the works for 

over a year. While it has been rolled out, we are still in the process of adding more features over the next year or so.  

Feinberg Library Space used as “Neuro Pride Room” 

Our Reading room on the third floor is serving as a space for those who identify as neurodivergent—to hang out, relax, 

study, play sensory friendly games, and activities. This change was featured in an article in our local newspaper, the 

Press-Republican.   

Staff News 

In late August, Elin O’Hara-Gonya left Feinberg Library for a Library Director position at Western New 

England University. Joshua Beatty has been named our Interim Library Director.  

Feinberg Library has four new hires for the start of the Fall semester. Ben Carman is teaching as an 

adjunct instructor for our LIB190 course; Lindsey Bradley is working as an evening and weekend 

Service Desk Supervisor; and Ayla Poovey and Margaret Baranoff as new Library Clerks for our 

Service Desks.  

(Continued on page 17) 

Joshua Beatty  

https://library.plattsburgh.edu/home
https://www.pressrepublican.com/news/suny-plattsburgh-aro-creates-sensory-friendly-spaces/article_b62139e0-4e7a-11ee-adc1-17e33a12e49c.html
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Cara Countryman is Feinberg Library’s recipient of the Northern New York Library 

Network’s Outstanding Student Employee Award. This award recognizes student 

workers who exhibit exceptional performance and leadership in providing library 

service to the campus. Cara received an Associate in Arts degree in Early Childhood 

Education from SUNY Ulster before transferring to SUNY Plattsburgh. She is currently 

pursuing a Master of Science in Education degree in Childhood and Special 

Education. Cara was presented with the award by Library Director Elin O’Hara-Gonya, 

at a small end-of-semester ceremony at Feinberg Library in the spring.  
(l-r) Elin O’Hara-Gonya, Cara Countryman 

P U R C H A S E  

Jaime Neudecker  

After a thorough search we have a new library director—Tony White. Tony joins us from Ontario 

College of Art & Design (OCAD) University in Toronto, the largest and oldest art and design 

university in Canada, where he served as the University Librarian and Director of Library Services. 

His accomplishments at OCAD include the migration to a shared library catalog among 18 

universities in Ontario, the implementation of the library’s new course reserves software, along 

with strengthening professional development, and several collection management projects. Other 

achievements include leading a diversity analysis project, overseeing a 30% increase in the 

collections budget, and spearheading collaborations among library staff and the campus planning office to improve 

public and staff work and study spaces. 

Prior to OCAD University, White held leadership roles at The Metropolitan Museum of Art where he served as Associate 

Chief Librarian, as Director of the Decker Library at the Maryland Institute College of Art, and as Head of the Fine Arts 

Library and Director, Specialization in Art Librarianship at Indiana University, Bloomington. In each library he 

collaborated with library staff and core user communities, leading innovation in library services, collaborative 

partnerships, resource sharing, and fundraising initiatives for the promotion of excellence in library collections and 

services.  

In addition to his administrative leadership, White is a recognized scholar, curator, and lecturer promoting the history 

and criticism of artists’ publishing, artists’ books, and professional topics in librarianship. We are thrilled to have him 

join our department! 

We are also extremely excited to announce that our new IR, the Purchase College Digital Repository, is now up and 

running. The creation of the repository has been years in the making and represents a major milestone for our Library 

and campus. For the first time in the College’s history, students and faculty will be able to search and access student 

projects, master’s theses, and capstone papers online. This is a major win for our students, faculty, and alumni who will 

now be able to locate their own past work and learn from the works of their peers. Currently, 1,788 projects from Fall 

2020 to Spring 2023 are online and available through the repository—with more projects on the way! 

Tony White 

https://soar.suny.edu/handle/20.500.12648/7340
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SBU Libraries will be hosting The Human Library on November 1st. This event is designed to challenge stereotypes and 

encourage dialogue between people. Participants can “check out” a Human Book for 20 minute conversations.  

The libraries are working on a new strategic plan. Information about the plan and the process can be found on our 

Strategic Planning guide. 

S T O N Y  B R O O K  

Jennifer DeVito 

T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D   

Karla Block 

Librarian Karla Block received the 2023 Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Librarianship.  

Librarian Eric Jenes was promoted to the rank of Associate Librarian. 

We said goodbye to library clerk Morgan Howland, who departed in June. We welcomed library clerk 

Andrew Finkle in July and part-time clerk Joshua Bowker in August.  
Karla Block 

U P S T A T E  M E D I C A L  

Michelle Bowers 

We are excited to announce that last month, Rebecca Kindon accepted the position of Director of 

the Health Sciences Library. Rebecca has been tirelessly serving Upstate for over 18 years, most 

recently as our Interim Director. 

We also want to give a warm welcome to Shelby Manchester, our new Access Services Assistant & 

Work Study Supervisor. Shelby joined us on August 24th and has been adapting quickly to all the 

activity of a new fall semester. 

Among the early-semester events were National Coloring Day on Sept. 14 (several students were excited to make and 

laminate their works of art) and Constitution Day on Sept. 17 (we offered free copies of the Constitution and also the 

Declaration of Independence in multiple languages). 

On Sept. 19, the library hosted a student-run bake sale to support the Syracuse/Liverpool Out of Darkness Walk for 

suicide prevention. For extra incentive, several faculty agreed to get a pie to the face if the sale meets its fundraising 

goals—which it did! 

Our popular Welloween event, organized and hosted by Sarah Lawler, will run from Oct. 16-20. The library will be hosting 

several programs that week centered around health and wellness, including flu shots, therapy dogs, screen break bingo 

and other fun activities and crafts.  

Our reference and liaison librarians have been busy teaching and presenting to a wide range of students and new 

faculty, and also meeting with specific departments to highlight specialized and/or new resources.  

Stephanie Helsher has been working with SLS to bring Upstate into the eBook ILL pilot project with ProQuest. It’s been a 

lengthy and involved process but we’re looking forward to participating next month if all goes as planned. 

Rebecca Kindon  

https://guides.library.stonybrook.edu/HumanLibrary
https://guides.library.stonybrook.edu/strategic-plan-2024
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New Faces 

This fall we welcome two new adjunct librarians, both working during the daytime providing virtual and in-person 

reference at the desk, as well as in instructional roles. 

Jenna Caccavale holds an MSLIS from St. John’s University and a BA in psychology from Iona College. 

She is currently working in several part-time roles at Mamaroneck Public Library, Pace University, Iona 

University, and Bronxville Public Library. After student employment in the library at Iona, Jenna knew 

that working in the library world was for her. When she is not working, Jenna is working on a 

professional UX design certificate.  

Taylor DeCelles completed a MSLIS at Pratt Institute, where he has been working as a graduate 

assistant. Taylor hails from Canada, holding a BA in English from Western Ontario University. In 

addition to a holistic set of library skills, Taylor has experience in the development of Open Access 

resources and was previously employed as a digital media producer at Ideas Roadshow. He is the 

recipient of an International Excellence Award in Educational Learning Resources from the London 

Book Fair for his eBook and video content creation.  

Social Justice Collection  

The Library is growing a designated Social Justice Collection composed of books, e-books, and films on individuals’ civil 

rights on the personal, local, and national levels in the United States. The collection page and core bibliography were 

created by adjunct librarian Will Perrenod, who co-developed a CUNY open textbook on the subject, with contributions by 

Mayra Cabrera and Julie Rodriguez.  

Westchester County Authors 

This Fall, visit the gallery on the first floor of the library to view an exhibition celebrating literature of Westchester County. 

The works feature well-known Westchester authors or works that feature the region as a setting. The exhibit was created 

by librarian Towanda Mathurin and adjunct librarian Domenick Gasparro. 

Indigenous Peoples’ Heritage Wall  

The library will be hanging an Indigenous People’s Wall on the first floor designed to connect the campus community 

with the history and culture of the Native American people who inhabit these lands from pre-1534 to the present day. 

We are pleased to share that curator Mary Ahenakew, formerly of the Museum of the American Indian, will be presenting 

and meeting with library staff in October to advise in this process. 

New Electronic Databases  

The library has added the following collections: Early Encounters in North America, 

EBSCO Diversity EBooks Collection, Gale Diversity Studies, eHRAF Archeology, and 

eHRAF World Cultures.  

Events and Workshops 

We have several exciting and new events and workshops open to the campus 

community this semester. Among them, Librarian Yvonne Rode will be conducting 

a workshop on Podcasting with Audacity. 

W E S T C H E S T E R  

Rebecca Steere & Jessica Tagliaferro 

Jenna Caccavale  

Taylor DeCelles  

https://library.sunywcc.edu/az.php?p=1
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