
Happy New Year SUNYLA, welcome to 2024!  

Reflecting back on the past year I want to thank everyone 

for your hard work, dedication, and patience as we faced 

the defunding of our NOVELny resources. So many of you 

have been diligent in advocating on your individual 

campuses, raising awareness to teaching faculty and 

administration on just how big of an impact the loss of these resources would 

have. I especially want to thank OLIS, Maureen Clements, and her team for all 

the usage data they have pulled for us and the discussions they have been 

having with stakeholders that may just make NOVELny funding available in 

the future.  

Speaking of the future. As we look ahead in 2024, we have a number of 

exciting things to look forward to. First is the SUNYLA Midwinter Conference, 

“Library Data II: Too Good, Too Bad, and Too Ugly,” being held on Friday, 

February 2nd. Be sure to register for what will undoubtably be another 

fantastic online conference! Further into the year we also have the SUNYLA 

Annual Conference, “SUNYLA Libraries Eclipsing Boundaries,” to look forward 

to being held from June 12th to 14th at Buffalo State University.  

Over the past few months, I’ve found myself pondering a remark from a 

recent campus meeting by one of our administrators who described the 

library as the “unsung hero of the campus.” This statement has lingered in my 

thoughts throughout the semester, prompting me to reflect on the role we 

play on our campuses. 

In a period marked by unforeseen challenges, our libraries have emerged as  
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resilient havens for students, guiding them through the intricate realms of digital information, 

championing equity, and weaving richness into the cultural fabric of the campus. We stand as pillars of 

support—quiet yet steadfast, and unwavering in our dedication. 

However, it's the initial part of that characterization that raises 

concern: “we are quiet” and “unsung.” I strongly believe that, as 

librarians, we are often anything but quiet. We are advocates, social 

champions, and vocal proponents of what we believe is right, fair, and 

equitable. Our voices resonate in the advocacy for knowledge access, 

intellectual freedom, and the values that underpin the essence of 

education. 

In navigating these often-challenging paths, we as librarians are on 

the forefront of change, pushing boundaries, and challenging norms. 

We are the vocal proponents of information literacy, defenders of 

diverse perspectives, and ambassadors of inclusivity. In our actions, 

we speak volumes, and in our advocacy, we amplify the importance of 

the library as a dynamic force on campus. 

Yet, the feeling persists that the value of our voice is not fully recognized, that our advocacy efforts 

sometimes fall on deaf ears. It's disheartening to sense that, despite our resounding cries for the causes 

we hold dear, the response often seems faint. 

However, we must not be silent in our impact; rather, we must make our voices heard for the causes we 

hold dear. Let us forge pathways to ensure that our insights and expertise are not overlooked, recognizing 

that our voices are integral to higher education. Let us not be defined solely by the term “unsung.” 

Instead, let us embrace the melody we create together. So I ask of all of you this semester, if you are not 

already doing so, to not remain silent, but go forth and make your voices be heard! 

“We are the vocal 

proponents of 

information literacy, 

defenders of diverse 

perspectives, and 

ambassadors of 

inclusivity.” 
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SUNYLA SWAG!  

Get your SUNYLA gear at:  

www.cafepress.com/profile/sunyla 

https://www.cafepress.com/profile/sunyla


B I N G H A M T O N  

Aleshia Huber 
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C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

The collections move from our off-site storage Annex in Conklin to our new Collections Management Facility (CMF) in 

Johnson City is complete! Over 800,000 items were moved in a span of seven months. Huge kudos to everyone who 

made it possible, with special thanks to John Lee, Hailley Harvey, Katie Berwald, Sebastian VanLoan, Chris Swartz, 

Adam Basa and Joseph Sheriff. The Libraries’ held a CMF Open House for all Library staff in December to celebrate the 

new facility. 

Binghamton University Libraries has received the 2024 Library Excellence in Access and Diversity 

Award (LEAD) from Insight Into Diversity magazine, the largest and oldest diversity and inclusion 

publication in higher education. The LEAD Award honors academic libraries’ programs and 

initiatives that encourage and support DEI (diversity, equity and inclusion) across their campus. 

These include, but are not limited to research, technology, accessibility, exhibitions and 

community outreach.  

The Libraries launched the Binghamton Libraries’ Research Scholars Program for the Spring 2024 semester. This 

opportunity provides experiences working on a guided research project within the Libraries. Each project, designed to be 

library-related, will help undergraduate students strengthen their research skills and provide the opportunity to build 

upon personal research interests. Scholars will share their work as part of the University’s Research Days in mid-April.   

The Open Repository @Binghamton, or The ORB, recently celebrated its 1,000,000th download! The 

ORB launched in 2016 and serves as the open platform for students, faculty, and staff to share and 

publish their scholarly work. It’s home to a few journals, including the Northeast Journal of Complex 

Systems (NEJCS), which was recently selected to be indexed in both Scopus and the Directory of 

Open Access Journals (DOAJ). 

 (Continued on page 4) 

A D I R O N D A C K  

Danielle Walkup 

During the Fall semester, we hired a new part-time librarian. Matthew Burdick is a graduate of Adirondack Community 

College and went on to the University of Albany where he obtained his Bachelor's degree in Medieval and Renaissance 

Studies. Matt then traveled to Texas to attend the University of North Texas for his Master's degree in Library and 

Information Science, and Graduate Certificate in Archival Management. Prior to starting here, Matt worked in the trades 

as a carpenter, and still continues to. We are happy to have Matt as part of our team. 

Danielle Walkup, our Research Services Librarian completed her second master's program in 

December. Danielle pursued the Adult Education Master of Science program at Buffalo State College. 

She received a 4.0 GPA and was nominated for the President's Medal for Outstanding Graduate 

Student. Danielle hopes to further help our adult population at our community college with this 

degree and promote student success.  Danielle Walkup 

https://www.binghamton.edu/news/story/4709/binghamton-university-libraries-receives-inaugural-insight-into-diversity-magazines-2024-library-excellence-in-access-and-diversity-lead-award
https://www.binghamton.edu/news/story/4709/binghamton-university-libraries-receives-inaugural-insight-into-diversity-magazines-2024-library-excellence-in-access-and-diversity-lead-award
https://www.insightintodiversity.com/
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/news/2024/01/05/library-research-scholars-program-24/
https://orb.binghamton.edu/
https://orb.binghamton.edu/peer_review_list.html
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(Continued from page 3) 

New Hires 

We welcome Iryna Markevych, who started in the Libraries in November as an Office Assistant. 

Special Collections 

#BingCollects, a Binghamton University Art Museum and Special Collections pop-up exhibition project, is now in its 

second year. It’s aimed at raising student awareness of both collections’ rich and varied holdings. The theme for this 

year is “Planet Earth” with a variety of pop-up exhibits planned with other campus partners. This semester kicks off with 

“Geologic Time” on February 13. Check out past and upcoming #BingCollects exhibitions on the Libraries’ Blog.  

Special Collections’ Fall 2023 exhibit is “All That’s Fit for Student Print: Binghamton University Student Publications, 

1946 – Present.” It features publications created by students throughout the history of Binghamton University, starting 

with the founding of Triple Cities College in 1946 to present day. It is on display through August 2024. This follows a new 

finding aid available for all student publications. 

A micro-grant from a federal German research initiative has been awarded to Dieter Martin at the University of Freiburg 

to transcribe and annotate Max Reinhardt’s Reigen, one of the many play promptbooks held in Special Collections’ Max 

Reinhardt Archives. Learn more about the project in BingUNews.  

SUNY Brockport is excited to welcome two new librarians to Drake Memorial Library. Kellie Barbato has 

joined the Drake Memorial Library team as Head of Research and Instruction Services. Though a 

western New York native, she has lived in 4 states over the past ten years in service of her career in 

academic libraries. Kellie has an MLS from the University at Buffalo, SUNY, a Master of Arts in 

Transformational Leadership from Northeastern Seminary, and a BA in Music (Voice) from Mansfield 

University of Pennsylvania (PASSHE).  

Nicole Baker recently began as Research and Instruction Librarian. She earned her MSLIS from the 

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign and recently worked at Niagara University as a part-time 

Reference Librarian and a local non-profit organization called the WNY Women's Foundation. Her areas 

of interest in librarianship are instruction and information literacy, scholarly communication, research 

support, library advocacy and outreach, and diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

Searches for Head of Access Services and Part-time Visiting Archivist have recently been approved by President's 

Cabinet. 

Other staff updates include title changes. Wendy Prince's title is now Library Outreach Specialist, illustrating her role in 

outreach to students. Dana Laird is now the Head of Technical Services, reflecting her leadership role in that unit. 

Dr. Logan Rath was accepted to present an education session at OLC Innovate 2024 in Denver, CO on pre-service 

teachers’ use of AI. Dana Laird, Dr. Mary Jo Orzech, Pam O'Sullivan, and former coworker Ken Wierzbowski published a 

book chapter in Rethinking Institutional Repositories: Innovations in Management, Collections, and Inclusion, edited by 

Josh C. Cromwell. It is available for purchase or open access. The chapter discusses the challenges and opportunities is 

our library's migration from bepress Digital Commons to DSpace. 

Kellie Barbato  

B R O C K P O R T  

Dana Laird 

Nicole Baker  

https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2024/01/30/bingcollects-planet-earth-a-binghamton-university-art-museum-and-special-collections-pop-up-project/
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2023/11/14/fall-2023-exhibit-all-thats-fit-for-student-print-binghamton-university-student-publications-1946-present/
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2023/11/14/fall-2023-exhibit-all-thats-fit-for-student-print-binghamton-university-student-publications-1946-present/
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2023/02/20/student-publications-finding-aid-published/
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2023/02/20/student-publications-finding-aid-published/
https://www.binghamton.edu/libraries/about/special-collections/research-and-collections/reinhardt/
https://www.binghamton.edu/libraries/about/special-collections/research-and-collections/reinhardt/
https://www.binghamton.edu/news/story/4656/center-stage-project-will-transcribe-famed-directors-promptbook
https://alastore.ala.org/content/rethinking-institutional-repositories-innovations-management-collections-and-inclusion
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The October chili cookoff was a success! We had ten entries for our 

tasters to sample. Interim Director April Davies, Electronic Resources 

librarian Faye Starman, and Library Secretary Lynn Jozifek all won 

prizes across the voting categories (hottest, best tasting, most unique). 

The annual Mac & Cheese Is Love contest will be held February 14. 

The Library Events Committee put together a package of finals week de

-stress activities, including coloring sheets and bubble wrap; jars of 

candy to guess the number of items and win the contents; an origami 

scavenger hunt with prizes donated by Cobleskill Auxiliary Services; and 

mini origami lucky stars to fold. 

Shannon Kelly has joined us as the new Evening Operations Supervisor in the circulation department. 

Shannon is a Cobleskill alum, and we're excited to have her on board. Welcome, Shannon! Shannon’s 

predecessor, Josh Rimmer, took a position at Colgate University shortly after the start of Fall 

semester. 

Reference & Instruction librarian Freya Gibbon will be presenting on universal design February 6 at 

the New York Chapter of the American Fisheries Society Annual Meeting. 

Daytime Operations Supervisor Dawn Foland has been accepted to the University at Buffalo's online Information and 

Library Science MS program. 

Library Clerk III Stacy Abrey has started a “Saturday Crafternoon” event to be run monthly through the spring semester. 

Student feedback for weekend programming has been positive. 

Librarian Kate Brent has started a two-year term as a director on the NYLA Academic and Special Libraries Section 

board. 

Amanda Bailey, Senior Library Clerk, has completed her Master's of Library and Information Science 

and Archival Certificate from the University of Southern Mississippi. She walked at the graduation 

ceremony in Hattiesburg, MS on December 7th. 
Amanda Bailey 

C O B L E S K I L L  

Kate Brent 

C O R N I N G  

Amanda Bailey  

Shannon Kelly  

SUNY Cortland has hired three new librarians recently. 

Karen Dafoe is the new Emerging Technologies Librarian at Cortland and is 

revitalizing the Makerspace. She earned her MLIS in 2015 from Louisiana State 

University and has previously worked in both school and public libraries. 

Brian Jirout was hired recently as Archivist and Instructional Services Librarian. He 

came to SUNY Cortland from The Boeing Company where he was a corporate 

archivist and historian. Brian has taught history courses at the University of South 

Carolina and Georgia Institute of Technology, where he also earned a PhD in History of Science. He is a Certified  

(Continued on page 6) 

C O R T L A N D  

Amanda Bailey  

(l-r) Karen Dafoe, Brian Jirout  

Origami tigers from scavenger hunt 



(Continued from page 5) 

Archivist and earned his MLIS focusing on Archives Management at Simmons University. When he is not archiving, he 

enjoys traveling, winter sports, and his two dogs! 

Sue Slivan joined us in January of 2023 as our new Technical Services Librarian. She was previously the Instruction and 

Assessment Librarian at FLCC, and the Electronic Resources Librarian at SUNY Broome. Her first career was teaching K-

12. She holds Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Music Education from Ithaca College and an MLIS from Pitt. 

In other Cortland news, we recently renovated our Makerspace and 

welcomed our students to start making! Shortly after reopening, the 

Makerspace hosted a toy hacking workshop for two literacy classes and 

three sessions about creating 3D designs in Tinkercad for a writing 

class. Our focus for the spring semester is to rebuild our user base 

through marketing and outreach with the goal of being a space for 

instructional collaboration as well as student recreation and wellbeing. 
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Cortland Students at Toy Hacking Workshop  

Recent Professional Development Grants Awards — Lisa Errico, PDGS Chair 

The Grants subcommittee recently funded professional development activities for two 

SUNYLA members: 

• Liz Simmons at Genesee Community College attended ENUG's October Conference 

in Philadelphia. Besides attending a variety of programs, she was a co-presenter at 

“Go Fetch! Embedding Alma Analytics Reports in Webpages.” 

• Hilary Wong at SUNY Cortland received a grant to host the Upstate New York 

Science Librarians Meeting in October. 

Congratulations, Liz and Hilary! 

Is there something you would like to pursue professionally but need more financial 

support? Consider applying for a SUNYLA grant. SUNYLA’s grants program reimburses 

members for expenses associated with professional growth activities when other 

funding sources are not available. SUNYLA members in good standing qualify. Learn 

more about the SUNYLA Professional Development Grants Program and download the 

application on the program website. 

http://sunyla.org/professional-development-grants-program
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StARs at the Library 

The Resnick Library hosted the annual Student Achievement and Research Day 

(StAR) reception and event on December 7th and had a great turnout of students, 

faculty, staff, and administrators to recognize the hard work of our students over the 

course of the semester. Student work was displayed thorough the library, and oral 

presentations were held in two classrooms. Best in show ribbons were awarded, and 

the display was left up through finals week so that students could show off their work.  

Stress Less at the Library 

End of semester stress was staved off by multiple drop-in programs hosted by the library and collaborating departments, 

including a cookie give-a-way, therapy dog visits, DIY snowman gift making, and a tiny art show. Events are intended to 

provide a time for students to take a break during their day to de-stress and stay for as little or as long as they have time 

for during the last two weeks of the semester.  

The Resnick Library was sad to say goodbye to Electronic Resources Librarian Sarah Meisch-Lacombe, who has 

departed SUNY for new adventures. We wish her all the best.  

Over the winter intercession the library’s circulation desk received a mini-makeover to 

make it a more accessible service point. We love the new look, and are grateful to our 

facilities team for their expert craftmanship.  

D E L H I  

Carrie Fishner 

StAR Day at Delhi 

A more accessible front desk 

In early December, the SUNY Board of Trustees announced the appointment of Dr. Adiam Tsegai 

as president of SUNY Erie Community College, effective immediately. An alumna of SUNY Erie as 

well as SUNY University at Buffalo, Dr. Tsegai was already serving as Officer-In-Charge of the 

college since her appointment in November 2022, having previously served as provost and vice 

president for academic affairs since mid-2021.  

The following week in December, the college Board of Trustees passed a resolution to direct the administration to issue 

a request for proposals (RFP) for a new location near the college’s current South Campus. The content of the RFP was 

shared with college faculty after the RFP was issued for bidding and it will be closing in early February with a planned 

move-in date of January 2025. The RFP calls for 20,000 square feet total with classrooms, offices, and services, as well 

as 5,700 square feet designated for a library to include a “student lounge and mini-concessions.” No one from the 

libraries have been consulted as yet. The announcement and the contents of the RFP continues a state of uncertainty 

and raises additional questions and concerns related to staffing, space, collections, etc. affecting all three campuses.  

Lastly, the libraries have changed reporting again (the fifth change in as many years) as of a couple weeks into the 

Spring 2024 semester, a new Dean of Liberal Arts & Sciences, Adam Patterson, joined the college and will be 

overseeing the libraries along with other academic departments. 

E R I E  

Justin Cronise 

Adiam Tsegai  
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Hanna Seraji started her position at Moon Library in December as a Junior Assistant Librarian. 

She is from Syracuse and graduated from Syracuse University with her bachelors in Anthropology 

and Women’s & Gender Studies. She has two masters, one in Library & Information Science and 

the other in Digital Journalism, both from Syracuse University. She worked for Bird Library at 

Syracuse University in reference and instruction capacities during her time in her graduate 

programs. She is excited to get started and looks forward to collaborating with colleagues on 

exciting endeavors at ESF. 

Over the semester break, several student focused campus services moved into Moon Library, improving their 

accessibility to the campus community and student body. Now located in Moon Library are Student Services & 

Engagement, Beth’s Bounty (the campus food pantry), and the MOSAIC Lounge & Brave Space for Students.  

In December, Librarian Jane Verostek worked with Jacob Gedetsis, Coordinator of the SUNY ESF Writing Resources 

Center, to exhibit poetry, stories, and artwork in Moon Library. The pieces in the exhibit were created 

during a “Write Out” where Jacob worked with area middle and high school students to find ways to 

be creative and express themselves via words and stories.  

In January, Librarian Jane Verostek coordinated having the exhibit “Two Hundred Years on the Erie 

Canal” displayed in Moon Library. This travelling exhibit was loaned to Moon Library from the Central 

NY Library Resources Council.  

E S F  

Jane Verostek 

Hanna Seraji  

Kathryn Machin, Jessica McGivney, and Fatoma Rad have all been notified of their promotions to Associate Librarian 

with Continuing Appointment, effective August 2024.  

Danielle Apfelbaum has been notified of her promotion to Associate Librarian with Continuing 

Appointment, effective January 2025. 

Karen Gelles has been elected the Vice President of the Board of Trustees of the 

Long Island Library Resources Council (LILRC). She has served on the Board since 

2020. 

In November 2023, Jessica McGivney presented “Seeds on Rocky Ground: Sowing Social Capital in 

Pride and Prejudice” at the Annual General Meeting of the Jane Austen Society of North America. 

In January 2024, Danielle Apfelbaum and Theresa Zahor presented “Literature Resources for AP Senior Thesis” to 

Levittown School District’s Division Avenue High School. 

F A R M I N G D A L E  

Megan Marchese  

Karen Gelles  

Danielle Apfelbaum  

Jane Verostek  
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The FIT Library has a plethora of events happening this semester! Here are a few that are open to the public. Be sure to 

check our FIT Love Your Library News and Events page for more details and information and stay tuned for our SUNYLA 

email updates! 

• Love Your Library Book Talk Wednesday, February 21, 5pm - 6pm, Virtual 

Dr. Susan Ashdown will speak about her book, Draping for Apparel Design 4th ed. Q&A to follow, moderated by FIT 

professor Keith Fraley. 

• Donyale Luna: Supermodel Documentary Screening and Panel Thursday, February 28, 6:30pm - 8:30pm, Katie 

Murphy Amphitheater.  

This year we celebrate Black History Month with a documentary screening, Donyale Luna: Supermodel. A panel 

discussion with the producer, Isoul Harris and other people affiliated with the film will precede the screening. 

• Fashion Group International Tech Summit Monday March 4th, 1pm - 5pm Katie Murphy Amphitheater 

Learn about the newest technologies at the zeitgeist in innovation in fashion, beauty, and retail with panels of 

industry and FIT experts. 

FIT Authors Talks 

• Tuesday, March 19, 5pm - 6pm, Virtual 

FIT Professor and Chair of the Art History and Museum Professions Program Alexander Nagel will speak about his 

book, Color and Meaning in the Art of Achaemenid Persia. 

• April 25, 5pm - 6pm, Virtual 

FIT Professor Michelle Lawton discusses her book, Moderating a Love Affair with Food: 10 tips to mindful eating 

and drinking.  

And, specifically for our students, we’ll have loads of stress-relieving activities. Animal Therapy and Voter Registration 

return, and we’re going to have our very first Drag Story Hour! 

F I T  

Greta Earnest  
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Office Move & Learning Center Co-location Project 

Some of the librarians, back-office staff, and the dean of library and the learning center have moved into a new office 

suite to prepare for the location of the learning center in the previous library office suite. During the Summer of 2024, 

the learning center will re-locate from their current office suite on the second floor and begin offering all tutoring 

services in the library and adjacent office suite. 

Vacancies 

We are hiring currently for a senior clerk position and a PT reference librarian. 

Holiday Spirit 

The library staff won the campus pumpkin decorating AND holiday decorating contests! 

New President Search  

GCC is currently searching for a new president. The current president is retiring at the end of 

this academic year. The Board of Trustees engaged RH Perry, a national search firm 

specializing in higher education, to conduct the presidential search. The nomination period 

for the college’s next president has closed and review of candidates is underway. 

Professional Development Activity 

Systems & Electronic Services Librarian Liz Simmons received a SUNYLA Professional Development Grant and attended 

the ENUG (Ex Libris Northeast User Group) 2023 Conference in Philadelphia in October. Liz co-presented with Justin 

Dise, University at Buffalo Electronic Resources Analyst, and Michelle Eichelberger, SUNY Library Services Discovery and 

E-Resources Program Manager. Their presentation was “Go Fetch! Embedding Alma Analytics Reports in Webpages” in 

which they reviewed the use case for embedding a dynamic, browsable course reserve list created in Alma Analytics in a 

public webpage. Justin demonstrated workflows for creating an Analytics API and finding the corresponding URL, 

fetching the API data, and using simple Javascript combined with DataTables to display the content of the report in a 

webpage. Liz and Michelle presented the practical application of this via the GCC webpage/libguides, and discussed the 

collaborative nature of their project. SUNYLA was well-represented at the conference, with several other SUNY library 

presentations.  

G E N E S E E  

Liz Simmons 

Library pumpkin decorating 

and holiday decorations  

Personnel Updates  

Several staff members were honored at Fall Convocation. Steve Dresbach was promoted to Head of Library Information 

Technology Services. Alan Witt was promoted to Librarian, and Becky Leathersich and Alessandra Otero Ramos were 

promoted to Associate Librarian. Bill Jones received the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Librarianship. 

Mark Sullivan, IDS Project Executive Director, has been awarded a $232,817 Institute of Museum 

and Library Services (IMLS) implementation grant through the National Leadership Grants for 

Libraries program for “IDS Project Cross-Share – ISO Resource Sharing System to Re-Connect Siloed 

Libraries.” SUNY Geneseo’s Information Delivery Services (IDS) Project will use the funds for a two-

year implementation project to develop a new resource sharing system, Cross-Share, which will allow  

(Continued on page 11) 

G E N E S E O  

Leah Root 

Mark Sullivan 
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for discovery and availability lookups across multiple cataloging systems in borrowing and lending institutions across the 

nation. Libraries, archives, and museums will work collaboratively through Cross-Share by connecting their resource 

sharing systems to share their materials and metadata with each other. This project aims to develop replicable systems 

that leverage institutional expertise and experience to maximize public access to and use of knowledge resources.  

Retirement of Special Collections Librarian, Liz Argentieri 

Liz Argentieri, the College’s beloved Special Collections Librarian, retired at the start of 2024. The 

Library is grateful to Liz for her more than twenty years of outstanding service. Liz started her career 

at Milne Library in the Research Instruction department and later transitioned to the Collection 

Management department as her position became entirely dedicated to Special Collections. 

At the time of her retirement, Liz was responsible for providing research assistance and instruction to the College 

community and community researchers seeking information about history of the region and College, curating the College 

Archives and Special Collections, and performing original cataloging. Most recently, Liz coordinated the donation of 

letters written by a soldier of the Civil War. The Library staff wishes Liz the absolute best in her retirement! 

Scholarly Works & Honors 

Bill Jones gave two one-hour presentations and a lightning talk at the Innovation Summit held at Cal Poly Humboldt in 

Arcata, California in September 2023, and also presented at the Ex Libris Northeast User Group (ENUG) 2023 

Conference at the University of Pennsylvania in October. Bill is scheduled to present at ELUNA Developers Day+ in 

Minneapolis, MN in May 2024.  

Brandon K. West, Head of Research Instruction Services, was invited to give a keynote speech at 

the Australian Library & Information Association's Asia-Pacific Health, Law and Special Libraries 

Conference, held on June 14, 2023. It was his first international keynote, and while it was a new 

and stressful experience, it went very well and he received positive feedback! His keynote was titled 

“Strength Through Connections: Thriving in Your Mid-Career,” which stems from his edited ACRL 

volume, Thriving as a Mid-Career Librarian: Identity, Advocacy, and Pathways. This fall, he is hosting 

a series of three webcasts for ACRL based upon his book.  

Service  

Alan Witt, in his role as chapter president of UUP, collaborated with Kristy Barkan, chapter website 

moderator and executive board member, to create the UUP member benefits directory. This 

directory is a new way to view 70+ member-exclusive benefits (and 5 benefits available to the 

bargaining unit as a whole) that members gain through UUP, NYSUT, AFT, NEA, and the AFL-CIO. It is 

a database where you can search by keyword or filter by the category of benefit (e.g., insurance, 

legal aid, scholarships. etc.), type of benefit (discount, free, negotiated premiums, etc.), and 

eligibility (full members, retired members, spouses, children, etc.). This is currently the only place where you can see the 

full spread of options that UUP membership offers without clicking through multiple websites.  

Events 

In November 2023, the Library hosted the 14th annual Geneseo Authors Celebration, acknowledging and celebrating 

works published by SUNY Geneseo faculty and staff. Celebrated works included traditional, scholarly publications such  

(Continued on page 12) 

Liz Argentieri 
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Brandon West 

Alan Witt 

https://scene.geneseo.edu/2023/11/civil-war-history-come-to-life/
https://uuphost.org/geneseo/benefits-directory/
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as books, articles, book chapters, and contributions to edited volumes as well as 

nontraditional works such as short stories, case studies, children’s books, patents, 

open source code, plays and performances, and open educational resources. The 

event featured books on display, a slideshow to represent digital works, remarks 

from SUNY Geneseo President Denise Battles and Interim Provost Daniel 

Blankenship, and an impressive spread of appetizers and cake. The 2023 list of 

publications by Geneseo Authors and a video slideshow of the event are available on 

the Geneseo Authors’ section of the Library website. Archived lists of authors 

celebrated at past Geneseo Authors events are available in KnightScholar. 

Collections and Projects 

The Library is excited to share the new Geneseo Authors Hall digital collection. Over ninety years of Geneseo Authors’ 

monographs are archived in the College Archives. This new digital collection showcases a thumbnail image and record 

for the titles which can then be requested from the Archives in print form. The digital Geneseo Authors Hall can be 

browsed online via GLOCAT, the Geneseo Library Catalog. 

Visit the Geneseo Solar Eclipse website, developed by Leah Root, Library Web Services 

Developer, with content by Professor Aaron Steinhauer, Associate Professor Anne Pellerin, 

and Sherry Larson-Rhodes, Liaison Librarian to the Sciences. This collaborative website 

focuses on the science behind solar eclipses, including the differences between partial 

and total solar eclipses, and how eclipses are used to find new worlds outside our solar 

system. The website highlights eclipse related lectures, presentations, and events on 

campus and in the Geneseo community in anticipation of the total solar eclipse on April 8, 2024. This forthcoming 

eclipse is particularly special because Geneseo, NY will be in the path of totality.   

Publishing 

In August 2023, Milne Open Textbooks released the open textbook Differential Calculus: From Practice to Theory by 

Eugene Boman and Robert Rogers! The book covers all of the topics in a typical first course in differential calculus. 

Initially it focuses on using calculus as a problem solving tool (in conjunction with analytic geometry and trigonometry) by 

exploiting an informal understanding of differentials (infinitesimals). As much as possible large, interesting, and 

important historical problems (the motion of falling bodies and trajectories, the shape of hanging chains, the Witch of 

Agnesi) are used to develop key ideas. Only after skill with the computational tools of calculus has been developed is the 

question of rigor seriously broached. At that point, the foundational ideas (limits, continuity) are 

developed to replace infinitesimals, first intuitively then rigorously. This approach is more 

historically accurate than the usual development of calculus and, more importantly, it is 

pedagogically sound. The text also incorporates curated activities from the TRansforming 

Instruction in Undergraduate Mathematics Instruction via Primary Historical Sources (TRIUMPHS) 

project to provide students with ample opportunities to develop relevant competencies. 

Differential Calculus: From Practice to Theory can be downloaded for free from the Milne Open 

Textbooks site. 

14th annual Geneseo Authors Celebration 

& some of the featured publications 

https://library.geneseo.edu/geneseo-authors
https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/geneseo-authors-celebration/
https://suny-gen.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01SUNY_GEN:01SUNY_GEN&collectionId=81118362140004833
https://suny-gen.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01SUNY_GEN:01SUNY_GEN&collectionId=81118362140004833
http://eclipse.geneseo.edu/
https://milneopentextbooks.org/differential-calculus-from-practice-to-theory/
https://blogs.ursinus.edu/triumphs/
https://blogs.ursinus.edu/triumphs/
https://blogs.ursinus.edu/triumphs/
https://milneopentextbooks.org/differential-calculus-from-practice-to-theory/


Call for Proposals 
SUNYLA 2024: SUNYLA Libraries Eclipsing Boundaries 

Conference hosted by SUNY Buffalo State University  

June 12-14, 2024 

 

The Planning Committee for the SUNYLA Annual Conference is accepting proposals for pre-conference 

workshops, lightning talks, panels, posters, and presentations in the following tracks: 

• Archives and Special Collections 

• Artificial Intelligence  

• Cataloging, Technical Services, and Collection Development 

• Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, and Accessibility 

• Leadership and Management 

• Open Educational Resources and Textbook Affordability 

• Outreach and Marketing 

• Professional Development 

• Public Services and Interlibrary Loan 

• Reference and Instruction 

• Scholarly Communication 

• Systems and Technology 
 

 

Deadline for workshop and presentation proposals: Friday, March 8, 2024 

 

 

 

 

Questions? Contact Programming Subcommittee Co-Chairs Julie Setele (seteleja@buffalostate.edu) and 

Chris Hulsman (hulsmac@buffalostate.edu). 

 

events .suny la.org/suny la24  

Submit  Your  Proposal  

mailto:seteleja@buffalostate.edu
mailto:hulsmac@buffalostate.edu
https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla24/
https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla24/call-for-proposals/
https://forms.gle/xJCKXCuxPGj4NiPs7
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Herkimer County Community College has hired Aileen Judd as our new librarian for technical services. Her start date was 

January 8. 

H E R K I M E R  

Fred Berowski 

Brenda Hazard retired from HVCC’s Dwight Marvin Library this fall. Congratulations, Brenda! 

Jean-Paul Orgeron recently joined Hudson Valley Community College as the Library Director. He 

comes to the Troy campus from Vermont State University, where he served as the Librarian for the 

Johnson campus. Prior to this, he was a member of the Philosophy faculty and interim head of 

Collection Development, Resource Management & Sharing at SUNY Oneonta. Originally from New 

Orleans, he led the Center for Library User Education at Tulane University before relocating to the 

Northeast. Jean-Paul completed his BA and MLIS at Louisiana State University and holds a PhD from 

Tulane. 

Jean-Paul Orgeron  

H U D S O N  V A L L E Y  

Cynthia Koman 

During winter break, the training vessel Empire State VII embarked on its maiden voyage to sunny Puerto Rico. Onboard 

the TS ES VII is the ship’s library, providing a sanctuary from the demanding cadet 

training regimen. 

The Luce librarians adorned the library space to foster a welcoming ambiance to 

inspire positivity. SUNY Maritime Librarian, Lauren Bradley, served as the resident 

librarian for the voyage and wrote a blog about the cadet’s experiences on board. 

Last semester, the Stephen B. Luce library launched an Alumni library card in a bid to get alums of 

Maritime College more involved with the library. The program, which allows Alumni to borrow 

books has been very successful seeing over 300 people signing up within the first month of 

launch.  

M A R I T I M E  

Jill Kehoe 

Ship’s library, TS ES VII  

Instruction Librarian Adam Mizelle attended the SUNY Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Social Justice in the Curriculum 

Conference: Building a Community of Practice on November 3rd & 4th at the University at Albany. This conference 

brought aspiring DEISJ faculty together with seasoned DEISJ instructors and scholars who can share their expertise in 

teaching and learning, research, course development, and assessment of DEISJ content.  

Online Learning Librarian Adam Saunders was selected as the campus employee of the month by human resources. A 

distinguished honor that comes with a very fancy Employee of the Month Mug. 

At the end of September, the library once again proudly held its annual Lee Brown Coye exhibit. This year’s event, titled 

Titan of the Crypt: Lee Brown Coye Art Exhibit, is running from September 24th, 2023 to February 4th 2024. The exhibit 

embarks visitors on a journey into the dark and eerie realm of one of the most renowned macabre artists of the 20th-

century. Exploring a diverse selection of Lee Brown Coye's works, from his chilling illustrations for the works of H.P.  

(Continued on page 15) 

M O R R I S V I L L E  

Adam Saunders 
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Lovecraft to his haunting depictions of otherworldly creatures and supernatural scenes. This gallery display is in 

conjunction with Colgate University’s exhibit titled Tales of Terra: A Lee Brown Coye Retrospective where around 30 of 

Morrisville’s Coye works are being loaned for the event. Tales of Terra runs from September 21, 2023 to March 3, 2024 

at the Dana Arts Center Picker Art Gallery.  

At the end of October, we held an amazing Halloween reception with students and faculty showing up in costume 

(Baldur’s Gate 3 characters were hot this year). A corner of the library was transformed into a small haunted house and 

everyone was treated to a spread of seasonal donuts, apple cider, candy, and coffee.  

Morrisville ended the semester with its usual flair. Free chair massages were provided for students, free cookies and 

refreshments during finals week, and a Positivity Station that provided coloring pages, positive messaging, stress balls, 

tiny stuffed animal keychains, and candies. 

Library Chairperson, Prof. Katrina Frazier participated in “Art Under Fire: The Intersection of Theatre, Censorship, and 

Free Speech,” a panel discussion held on campus on October 10th. The panel engaged in a conversation about the 

current state of censorship on college campuses and in the theatre. Katrina also participated in a second panel 

discussion “From Protest to Performance: The Power of Theatre in Free Expression” on October 29th after NCC's Theatre 

production of Alabama Story. This play by Kenneth Jones highlights the topic of book banning and censorship in the US. 

Along with the playwright and other artists and advocates, the panel had a lively and engaging conversation about the 

play, censorship, book bans and human rights in 2023. Both panel discussions were hosted by the Woodhull Freedom 

Foundation. 

James Mantegna, an Assistant Professor in the Library's Research & Instructional Services Unit, was sworn in as 

President of the Academic and Special Libraries Division of Nassau County Library Association during their Annual 

Dinner on Thursday, November 16th. Congratulations, Jim! 

N A S S A U  

Lisa Errico 

On December 18th, the Sojourner Truth Library partnered with the Holistic Hawks Committee to host a finals study 

break event. Students grabbed breakfast and made custom buttons. Thank you to the librarians and student employees 

who made the event successful. See the library’s Instagram (@sunynplibrary) for videos and photos from the event!  

We have several upcoming spring semester events including Student Assistant Appreciation Celebrations, Faculty 

Authors Celebration, and Poetry Month Celebration. In addition, the library will be the site of several campus events 

including art sales, Narcan training, student research symposium, and a writing day celebration.  

There are two major library building updates. Along with other buildings on campus, the library elevators are being 

replaced. Alternative routes and access options to the lower two floors are being provided until the work is completed. 

The ground floor of the library reopened on Jan 8th after being closed since July 2022 for mold remediation. Our 

circulation team and student employees worked hard to reshelve and shelf read the entire floor. To celebrate the 

reopening of the floor, a group of student employees are organizing a five-part book display series highlighting materials 

from that floor. The first display which is up now was created by India Thomas and focuses on art books.  

(Continued on page 16) 

N E W  P A L T Z  

Chrissy O'Grady 

https://bykennethjones.com/alabama-story-new-play-books-race-censorship-american-character/
https://www.instagram.com/sunynplibrary/
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O L D  W E S T B U R Y  

Christa DeVirgilio 

(Continued from page 15) 

Librarian Kate Bellody was promoted to Associate Librarian and received tenure in January. 

Congratulations Kate on the well-deserved promotion and continuing appointment! Along with her 

promotion and tenure, Kate was awarded a SUNY PRODiG grant in 2022 with Assistant Professor 

Jessica Crowell. Kate and Jessica will host a series of student focus groups this semester to study the 

impact of sustainability education on student learning at SUNY New Paltz. 

Librarian Anne Deutsch will be leaving in early February for a new position within the SUNY system. We thank her for 

being a generous colleague over the past 11 years. She has served in leadership positions, mentored several librarians, 

and created lasting collaborations across campus. Although we will miss her, we are so excited for her and glad she will 

stay within the SUNY system.  

Megan Palmer  

Kate Bellody  

Joanne Spadaro Retired!  

In December 2023, Joanne Spadaro retired from OW after 20 years. An Old Westbury alum, she 

began working at the OW library as an adjunct reference librarian in 2003 and in 2004 was hired as 

the Education Librarian. As the Education Librarian, she spearheaded the construction and 

development of the Curriculum Materials Center (CMC). In 2018, Joanne became SUNY Old 

Westbury’s first Open Education Resources (OER) Librarian and has since been a fierce advocate for 

the open education movement at Old Westbury. Please join us in congratulating Joanne on her well-

deserved retirement!     
Joanne Spadaro  

O N O N D A G A  

Tom Mazza 

Michelle Malinovsky, Instructional Librarian, has started her sabbatical for the Spring & Summer semester of 2024.  

Coulter library has added Jennifer Groth as a new Adjunct Librarian and will be starting in February. 

Kelly Nolan, who has been with Coulter Library for ten years, has been promoted from Library Clerk III to Librarian 

Assistant.  

O S W E G O  

Morgan Bond 

Michelle Bishop, Nicole Westerdahl, and Deborah Bauder published their article, “Negotiating the power dynamics of 

librarian-led instruction: Strategies for overcoming the limits of one-shot instruction,” in The Journal of Creative Library 

Practice in October.  

On October 13, Marissa Caico, Laura Harris, Emily Mitchell, and Sarah O’Shea presented at SUNY Council on Writing 

their presentation “Hands on with AI Research Tools: An Information Literacy Approach.”  

Deborah Bauder co-presented with English Department faculty member Kenneth Nichols at the SUNY Council on Writing 

Annual Conference. Their presentation was titled “Prompt Engineering and Keyword Selection: AI and Information 

Literacy Instruction in the Composition Class and Beyond.” 

Nicole Westerdahl collaborated with SUNY Oswego’s Creative Writing Program and Department of Politics to offer the Oz  

(Continued on page 17) 

https://creativelibrarypractice.org/2023/10/06/one-shots/
https://creativelibrarypractice.org/2023/10/06/one-shots/
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Reads Banned Books week, an opportunity for students to learn about book bans and 

how to advocate for their right to read. The event attracted about 200 attendees and 

received positive coverage in the student newspaper, The Oswegonian.  

On October 4th, the campus community was invited for cake to celebrate the 200th 

anniversary of the birth of institution founder Edward Austin Sheldon. The cake was a 

part of the new exhibit “Eat, Drink, and Sleep Schools: Celebrating 200 Years of 

Edward Austin Sheldon.” The exhibit includes photographs, teaching objects, personal 

items from Dr. Sheldon, and a handwritten lesson plan notebook from 1861. A digital 

exhibit was also created. 

Local gardeners and aspiring green thumbs participated in a lively Seed Swap at the Oswego Public Library in 

celebration of National Seed Swap Day on Saturday, January 27. 24 local gardeners of all ages came to the event to 

share seeds, seed catalogs, and seed starting tips. Participants were joined by Oswego County Master Gardener, Lisa 

Yesensky, for a live Q&A session to answer gardening related questions. Extra seeds after the event will be added to the 

SeedShare’s seed catalog housed in Penfield Library, where SUNY Oswego employees and students, and the public, can 

obtain free seeds. The event was sponsored by the Oswego Public Library and SUNY Oswego's SeedShare, a 

collaboration between the Office of Sustainability and Penfield Library.   

Banned Books Week event 

Celebrating Edward Austin Sheldon 

P L A T T S B U R G H  

Michelle Toth 

The campus Accessibility Resources Office has relocated to the first floor of the Feinberg Library after a brief 

construction period during the winter break. In particular, they are making use of a previous classroom space on our first 

floor as their testing center, as their previous space could not accommodate the growing number of students using their 

services.  

Plattsburgh is one of the campuses in the path of totality for the April 8th eclipse. Feinberg Library is 

hosting the campus countdown clock just inside the main entrance to the library. The campus is 

planning a wide range of events starting in February up until the eclipse including guest speakers, 

musical performances, and art exhibits. The library will be hosting the Eclipse 2024 art exhibit in 

Feinberg Library's Deep Quiet room, and a reception for the exhibit on April 6th. 

Associate Librarian Gordon Muir was recognized at the President’s Spring Semester Welcome 

breakfast for his 41 years of service to the library and the college. Librarians and library staff with 

20+ years were also acknowledged in the program: Linda Carpenter, Holly-Heller-Ross, Debra Kimok, 

Mark Mastrean, Michelle Toth, and Karen Volkman. 

It was announced in mid-January that Clinton Community College would be moving on the SUNY Plattsburgh Campus by 

the fall of 2025. We do not have any details yet. There have been reassurances that the institutions will still be separate 

entities, but it is also mentioned that shared services would be likely.    

Gordon Muir  

https://www.oswegonian.com
https://oswegodigex.sunycreate.cloud/s/digital-exhibits-at-penfield-library/item-set/61
https://oswegodigex.sunycreate.cloud/s/digital-exhibits-at-penfield-library/item-set/61
https://libraryguides.oswego.edu/SeedShare
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In October 2023, Poly welcomed its first permanent president in seven years. A harbinger of prosperity and stability? 

You tell us, after reading the following. 

Congratulations to Allison Fiegl on her promotion to Library Resources & Services Manager! Allison’s promotion comes a 

few months after the appointment of Rebecca Hewitt as Director of Library and Information Services in June 2023. 

In other personnel news, SUNY Poly is hiring! Consider joining us in the role of Student Success Librarian (tenure track) 

or Library Evening Operations Assistant. 

After a series of successful Access & 

Digitization Grants, SUNY Poly’s collection 

of Utica, NY, historical newspapers on 

microfilm has been scanned and added 

to NYS Historic Newspapers. Read all the hottest nineteenth and early-twentieth century tea in the Utica Daily Observer, 

Utica Observer Dispatch, and Utica Daily Press. 

Cayan Library has been sowing the seeds of student engagement via whiteboard throughout the school year. A 

whiteboard immediately inside the main door has a rotating series of questions, including silly surveys and a monthly 

trivia contest (ungoogleable questions only), quotes, and poetry. After a series of inspirational quotes appeared at the 

beginning of the fall semester, we got the greatest amount of student involvement by asking students what their favorite 

quote is. A favorite response was from a student who quoted Rainer Maria Rilke, “Let everything happen to you, beauty 

and terror. Just keep going. No feeling is final.” Wise words in this age of anxiety for students and librarians. 

P O L Y T E C H N I C  

Rebecca Hewitt 

We are excited to announce the addition of our new part-time librarian, Domenick Gasparro. 

Domenick is a Purchase College alumnus, graduating in 2006 with a BA in History. He then went on to 

earn his MLIS from Kent State University in 2018. Since his joining the Librarian team in November, 

we’ve been able to extend our evening reference hours.  

The Purchase Library Digital Repository also continues to grow. Our repository now contains over 

2,670 projects, representing the Fall 2018 to Fall 2023 semesters. We are proud to have this 

platform to showcase the work of our amazing students and look forward to adding more projects in the future!  

P U R C H A S E  

Jaime Neudecker 

Domenick Gasparro 

Richard Downs, former circulation clerk, has been promoted to Electronic Resources Librarian. 

Richard is an RCC alum who has a BBA from SUNY Cobleskill and MLIS from San Jose State 

University.  

Clare O’Dowd, former Electronic Resources Librarian, has transitioned into Sarah Levy’s former role 

as Access Services Librarian. Sarah happily retired in June. 

R O C K L A N D  

Jaime Neudecker 

Clare O’Dowd 

https://sunypoly.interviewexchange.com/jobofferdetails.jsp;jsessionid=D0E248566A5B19302E2A34C8E78BC022?JOBID=168829
https://sunypoly.interviewexchange.com/jobofferdetails.jsp?JOBID=171783
https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/?a=p&p=countybrowser&county=Oneida&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN----------
https://soar.suny.edu/handle/20.500.12648/7340
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S T O N Y  B R O O K  

Jennifer DeVito 

Stony Brook Libraries are proud to announce that four of its esteemed faculty librarians have achieved promotion from 

Senior Assistant to Associate Librarian with continuing appointment. They are Jessica Koos, Interim Head of the Health 

Sciences Library; Chris Kretz, Head of Academic Engagement; Mona Ramonetti, Interim Associate Dean for Library 

Technology, Discovery & Digital Initiatives/Head of Scholarly Communication; and Laurel Scheinfeld, Health Sciences 

Librarian. Their contributions to the research, teaching, and clinical excellence mission of Stony Brook University have 

been impactful and lasting. We extend our heartfelt congratulations and wish them continued success. 

Michael Bailou Huang, SUNY Distinguished Librarian and Director of Global Library Initiatives at Stony Brook University 

Libraries is pleased to announce his most recent publications and presentations: 

Chen, S., Lin, Z., Wang, N., Huang, M. B., & Li, H. (2024). A survey on the perception and response of university 

library librarians to AIGC technology. Journal of Academic Library and Information Science, 42(201), 15-21+26. 

Viboud, G., Asaro, H., & Huang, M. B. (2023). Use of matrix-assisted laser desorption ionization time of flight (MALDI-

TOF) to detect antibiotic resistance in bacteria: A scoping review. American journal of clinical pathology, aqad160. 

Advance online publication.  

Liu, G., Wang, Y., Ren, X., Huang, M. B., Liu, K., & Zou, Q. (2023). Retrospect and prospect: The creation and 

development of an academic journal. International Journal of Librarianship, 8(2), 87-99.  

Scorsese, G., Jin, Z., Greenspan, S., Seiter, C., Jiang, Y., Huang, M. B., & Lin, J. (2023). Effectiveness of thoracic wall 

blocks in video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery, a network meta-analysis. Journal of Pain Research, 2023(16), 707-

724.  

Huang, M. B. (2023, September 14-16). AI-generated content and its potential impact on libraries [Panel 

presentation]. Chinese Library Annual Conference, Zhengzhou, China.  

Krista Gruber, Professor of Library Services converted early editions of the Suffolk County 

Community College newspaper from microfilm into a digital format. Krista digitized a 1962 volume 

of The Compass which will be added to the other digitized back issues of The Compass and Lilith to 

provide access to these student publications through SUNY D-Space.  

Lisa Melendez, Professor of Library Services collaborated with Suffolk County 

Community College World Languages/ESL Tutoring and Resource Center 

students to create self-portraits. The project, entitled “Portrait Evaluation: Self 

Portraits, from Photography to Collage,” was sponsored by the Latino Arts Council of Long Island. An 

opening reception was held on December 4, 2023 and the portraits are currently on display in the 

Huntington Library on the Ammerman Campus. 

The Suffolk County Community College libraries welcomed their newest member, Sebastian Montella. The proud parents 

are Christina and Fabio Montella, Associate Professor of Library Services.  

S U F F O L K  

Joan Cook 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ajcp/aqad160
https://doi.org/10.1093/ajcp/aqad160
https://doi.org/10.23974/ijol.2023.vol8.2.305
https://doi.org/10.23974/ijol.2023.vol8.2.305
https://doi.org/10.2147/JPR.S396530
https://doi.org/10.2147/JPR.S396530
https://www.lsc.org.cn/cns/contents/1676363541657/1706582241897107456.html
https://dspace.sunyconnect.suny.edu/communities/0b7f0a8e-cb2c-4e01-835e-4864c6297591
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T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D   

Karla Block 

Librarian Eric Jenes transitioned from a .8 to 1.0 FTE position. He will permanently assume 

responsibilities for coordinating the College Teaching Center (CTC), a role he has held on a temporary 

basis since 2019. The CTC sponsors instructional programming, mentoring for new faculty, and a 

comfortable meeting space for faculty collaboration.  

The library added two study rooms to our existing offerings, bringing the total to eight rooms available 

for group or individual study or work.  

The library created various displays during fall semester, two of which are highlighted here:  

• In September and October we hosted a display for Hispanic Heritage 

Month, highlighting relevant books and movies from our collection. 

• In November, we hosted a display to celebrate International Education 

Week by highlighting books related to the College’s study abroad 

destinations. 

Eric Jenes  

U P S T A T E  M E D I C A L  

Michelle Bowers 

Access Services kicked off the new semester by celebrating National Popcorn Day on January 19th and then hosting 

Adopt a Plant day on January 30th, featuring cuttings from plants in the much-loved Scholars Den. We have some other 

great events and programs coming up in the next few months, including a Blind Date with a Book display in February, a 

succulent planting class in March, and several therapy dog visits (on our schedule this time are Molly, Howl, Martina, 

Nessie, Otto, and Elsa).  

We’re especially glad to celebrate National Women Physicians Day on February 3rd, which commemorates the birthday 

of Elizabeth Blackwell, the first woman to earn a medical degree in the United States. Elizabeth graduated from Geneva 

College of Medicine, which would eventually become SUNY Upstate Medical University. Upstate is also holding a campus

-wide celebration later that week to commemorate the 175th anniversary of her graduation, including a book talk from 

Janice P. Nimura, author of The Doctors Blackwell. In good timing, the library’s Archives recently received a donation of 

papers belonging to Alice Stone Blackwell, the niece of Elizabeth Blackwell and the daughter of Lucy Stone, a prominent 

suffragist and abolitionist.  

Our new Evidence Synthesis Librarian, James Evans, has hit the ground running updating our Evidence Synthesis 

LibGuide and diving into reference shift requests. We’re very glad to have him on board! 

Abigail Smith, our Assistant Director for Research & Instruction, guided a Systematic Reviews team through responding 

to a World Health Organization call for authors on international milk banking processes. They were awarded three 

questions, and are now laying the groundwork to address those questions (three separate systematic reviews). 

Olivia Tsistinas, our Assistant Director for Outreach & Engagement, is working 

on an In Memorium tribute to three of our prior library colleagues who passed 

away in 2023. Those colleagues are Nancy Burtis (December 26th), Dinita 

Machlin (June 29th), and Peter Uva (May 5th). Thanks, Olivia, for helping us to 

commemorate them in such a special way.  
(l-r) Nancy Burtis, Dinita Machlin, Peter Uva 
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African American History Month 

The Library celebrates African American History Month with a collection of 

books and films focused on visual and performing artists, writers, designers, 

and other African American creators expressing their lived experiences, 

including new books on African American fashion designers. Search our 

Catalog or ask for a recommendation! 

Great Books Discussion Forum 

Every semester, the library hosts The WCC Great Books Discussion Forum, 

which features conversations about three great contemporary literary works 

built around a common theme. The focus of the Fall 2023 semester was 

“The Great Graphic Novel” featuring Persepolis, Maus and Fun Home, 

presented by Profs. Ellen Kreger, Nick Haines and Rachel Weinberg. These 

conversations are facilitated by English department faculty Profs. Casey Ellis 

and Brian Centrone, and are open to all students, faculty, and community 

members. SUNY colleagues in the area are welcome to join us!  

New! Laptop Lending Program 

Thanks to Librarian Towanda Mathurin, the library is pleased to announce our Student Laptop Loaner Program! The 

program offers laptops for academic purposes to students who do not possess a laptop. The program is extremely 

popular, and the library anticipates that this will increase student retention.  

Student Stress Buster 

On Valentine’s Day, the Library staff will be offering hot cocoa and stress-busting support for students in the Library 

Lounge. The event follows the February meeting of the student The Book Was Better Club . 

Yonkers Extension Site Collection 

The WCC library is working with the African American History Month committee to curate a new fashion collection for the 

Yonkers location that will highlight Black Designers in America. Since its grand re-opening at its new location, the 

Yonkers site offers fashion courses, the latest technologies, and makerspaces for students to earn an associate degree 

in the Fashion Design and Technology program all under one roof.   

Mount Vernon Extension Site  

Our Library made its way to the Mount Vernon extension site for our Library Pop-up on November 15, 2023. Librarians 

were there to answer students’ questions about library services, offer research assistance, and offer free books and 

refreshments! 

W E S T C H E S T E R  

Rebecca Steere & Jessica Tagliaferro 

https://suny-wes.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01SUNY_WES:01SUNY_WES&lang=en&mode=advanced
https://suny-wes.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01SUNY_WES:01SUNY_WES&lang=en&mode=advanced
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SUNYLA promotes the professional 

development and collaboration of library 

personnel across SUNY in order to 

advance library service(s) to our 

campuses and the  

people of New York State.  

Submit contributions for the 

May issue to April Davies 

DaviesAC@cobleskill.edu 

Deadline:  Apr. 19, 2024 

By submitting a document to the SUNYLA 

newsletter, you grant SUNYLA the non-exclusive 

right to edit, reproduce, publish, and archive the 

material from now into perpetuity in all formats. 

You retain all other intellectual property rights to 

your material and are free to publish it elsewhere 

without explicit permission from this publication. 

If you send it to a publisher, please let them know 

that it was previously published in the SUNYLA 

newsletter.  
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Amanda Lowe, Albany 

Aleshia Huber, Binghamton  

Justin Cronise, Erie  

Tracy Paradis, Geneseo 

Jill Locascio, Optometry 

Jennifer DeVito, Stony Brook 

Susanna Van Sant, TC3   
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