
Welcome to a special edition of the SUNYLA newsletter, 

dedicated to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI). In this 

issue, we shine a spotlight on the vital role that DEI 

initiatives play within our libraries and communities. From 

fostering inclusivity to promoting equity and social justice, 

SUNYLA is leading the charge in creating welcoming and 

accessible spaces for all. We are in a unique position to 

promote diversity by curating diverse collections that reflect the varied 

experiences and perspectives of our communities, in addition to offering 

DEISJ workshops and training, hosting events and programs, and 

collaborating with campus DEISJ initiatives. Join us as we explore innovative 

strategies, share success stories, and engage in meaningful dialogue to 

advance DEI efforts across SUNY libraries. Together, we can build a more 

diverse, equitable, and inclusive future for all members of our academic 

community. 

The days are growing longer and slowly getting warmer. Spring has arrived 

and summer is just on the horizon. For many of us our semesters are rapidly 

coming to an end. It is both a time of reflection, looking back at the past 

academic year, and an opportunity to look forward to our opportunities in the 

future. I hope you all take a moment to reflect on your triumphs, 

shortcomings, and challenges of the past year. Now, as we look forward to the 

upcoming annual conference, we have a unique opportunity to come 

together, share insights, and chart a path forward for the future of academic 

libraries. Please join us from June 12th to 14th at Buffalo State University for 

three days of professional development sessions covering all aspects our 

academic libraries. If you're a new member or attending your first SUNYLA  
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conference, we encourage you to join us for the New Member Meeting on Wednesday, June 12th, just 

before the Membership Social. On Thursday, June 13th, we are extremely fortunate to have speaker Naila 

Ansari of Buffalo, NY joining us as our conference keynote speaker. 

On Friday, April 26th, SUNYLA hosted Future Librarians Day, highlighting the areas of Collections & 

Archives, Public Services, and Tech Services & Systems across three panels led by SUNYLA members. Our 

members offered guidance and advice for aspiring future librarians. A huge thanks to Amanda Lowe, of 

SUNY Albany, for organizing the event and to all the SUNYLA panelists for sharing their years of combined 

knowledge and words of encouragement.  

Saturday, April 20th saw the long-delayed 2024-2025 New York State 

budget finally passed, and with it $3 million to ensure the continued 

access to NOVELny. I want to thank all of SUNYLA, SUNY, and OLIS for 

your work and contributions ensuring that this critical resource was 

reinstated into the budget. Looking back a year ago when we first got 

word that NOVELny would cease to be funded starting June 2024, it 

seemed all but inevitable that we would have to face one of two 

realities— losing access to those resources or finding the funding/

budget elsewhere to continue providing access. On behalf of SUNYLA, 

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to each of you for your hard work, 

passion, and commitment to advocating for NOVELny. Your efforts 

have made a real difference in ensuring that our libraries maintain the 

resources our users need in order to succeed. Your tireless advocacy, 

whether through contacting legislators, sharing personal stories, or 

providing impact statements, played a crucial role in achieving this 

milestone. 

The SUNYLA elections are drawing near! If you or a colleague are interested in nominating for a position, 

please reach out to 1st Vice President/President-elect Jill Locascio. This presents an excellent chance to 

acquire leadership skills and contribute to SUNYLA's endeavors. 

Finally, as my term as President comes to an end, I want to thank you all for entrusting me with this role. 

It has been an absolute honor serving you and I'm confident that SUNYLA is in excellent hands going 

forward under the leadership of Jill Locascio of SUNY Optometry.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Adam Saunders 

“On behalf of 

SUNYLA, I extend my 

heartfelt gratitude to 

each of you for your 

hard work, passion, 

and commitment to 

advocating for 

NOVELny.” 
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Registration is OPEN! 
SUNYLA2024:  L ibrar ies Ecl ips ing Boundar ies  

June 12-14, 2024 @ Buffalo State University 

This will be a fully in-person conference 

 

Featuring: 

• Over 30 in-person sessions  

• Keynote Speaker: Naila Ansari 

• Poster Sessions  

• Wednesday night social event 

• Vendor tables  

• Affordable on-campus accommodations in residence halls, a short walk to all conference venues 

 

Pricing: 

• Full Conference: $100 for members, $150 for non-members*, $70 for library school students 

• One day registration is available for $70 for members or $100 for non-members 

• Lodging is available on campus at a rate of $30/night, plus an optional $20 fee for linens 

• Area hotels are also available, see the lodging section of the conference website 
 

Attention Presenters: 

All presenters are required to register for the conference. Presenters are not required to join SUNYLA. Discount 

codes were sent in your acceptance letters. Please check with the primary presenter of your session if you did not 

receive one. 
 

Attention SUNYLA Members: 

• In order to register at the member rate, you will need to make sure your membership is current and use our 

Get Discount Code page. 

• If your membership is NOT current, you must pay your dues and then wait to receive the email confirmation 

(up to 2 days) stating that your membership expiration date is updated. At that point you can use the Get 

Discount Code page to have the code sent to you. 

• You will need to enter that discount code and press Apply to see your discount. 

• Your discount code can be combined with a presenter discount code. 

 

* Not a member? Join today! New members can join for $20 and then pay the member conference rate of $100.  

You don’t need to be a SUNY employee to be a member of SUNYLA. 

 

Important Links: 

Conference Website: events.sunyla.org/sunyla24 

To register: sunyla.regfox.com/sunyla-annual-conference-2024  

Lodging information: events.sunyla.org/sunyla24/travel 
 

Questions? 

About the conference: Charles Lyons, lyonscf@buffalostate.edu  

About the registration process: Logan Rath, lrath@brockport.edu   

About your membership: Carol Ann Germain, cgermain@albany.edu 

 

Registration will close on Monday, June 3, 2024, at 12:00pm. 

https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla24/sunyla-2024-keynote-speaker-naila-ansari/
https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla24/travel/
https://membership.sunyla.org/getcode.php
https://membership.sunyla.org/getcode.php
https://membership.sunyla.org/getcode.php
https://sunyla.org/join-sunyla/
https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla24/
https://sunyla.regfox.com/sunyla-annual-conference-2024
https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla24/travel/
https://sunyla.regfox.com/sunyla-annual-conference-2024
https://sunyla.regfox.com/sunyla-annual-conference-2024
https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla24/
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You've probably seen references to the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, & Accessibility (IDEA) Committee 

on the SUNYLA Committees website or in the Council Meeting Minutes, so we wanted to take this 

opportunity properly introduce ourselves!  

The IDEA Committee comprises members from a variety of SUNY institutions across New York State. 

Our mission is to promote social justice and equity within SUNY libraries. We endeavor to lead the 

way in identifying needs, developing programs, offering recommendations, and raising the visibility 

of efforts occurring within and across our campus libraries. We support the recruitment, 

advancement, and retention of underrepresented groups in all areas of academic librarianship, as 

well as promoting library and information services for diverse library users. 

We've conducted an internal needs-assessment among committee members and are now gathering 

DEI resources (LibGuides, displays, calendars, thought provoking articles, etc.) to develop a shared 

repository which will benefit all SUNY libraries.  

Interested in serving on the committee and contributing to this work? Contact our Chair, Milo 

Cameron (Mohawk Valley), at mcameron@mvcc.edu.  

Not ready for that kind of commitment? Subscribe to SUNYLA's IDEA listserv by sending a blank 

email to subscribe-sunyla-idea-l@ls.suny.edu and join the conversation! 

S U N Y L A  I D E A  C O M M I T T E E :  P R O M O T I N G  S O C I A L  J U S T I C E  &   

E Q U I T Y  W I T H I N  S U N Y  L I B R A R I E S   

Hi there SUNYLA News reader! 

The Publications Committee is introducing a new feature to the venerable SUNYLA News. From now on, the 

newsletter will include a topical highlight from time to time. We’ll have a column from a SUNYLA committee or a 

relevant expert within the SUNY library community, plus articles and extra news items from around SUNYLA-land. 

For this first effort, as you may have guessed, we’re highlighting issues related to diversity, equity, inclusion, social 

justice, and belonging. I want to thank Milo Cameron (MVCC) and the rest of the IDEA Committee for being the first 

to jump in the pool. 

Sustainability will be our spotlight topic for the October issue. SUNYLA’s own Frederick Stoss (Buffalo) has already 

agreed to write a column for us. If you don’t know Fred, he worked as a research scientist in areas of toxicology 

and environmental health before becoming a librarian, is Past Chair of ALA’s Task Force on the Environment, 

mentored at several of former VP Al Gore’s International Climate Training Workshops, and is a frequent speaker on 

Green and Sustainable Libraries. He also loves fly fishing; ask him, he’ll tell you all about it. 

I hope you enjoy this new feature and that we can keep it running for years to come. Let me know if you want to 

suggest a topic or maybe volunteer to write a column: daviesac@cobleskill.edu. 

E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E  

April Davies (Cobleskill) 

mailto:mcameron@mvcc.edu
mailto:subscribe-sunyla-idea-l@ls.suny.edu
mailto:daviesac@cobleskill.edu


Congratulations to  

2023 SUNYLA Excellence in Scholarship 

Award Winners 

 

Laurel Scheinfeld, Stony Brook 

for the article 

A Systematic Review on Sexual Health and Drug Use  

Prevention Interventions for Black Girls 

 

& 

 

Carli Spina, FIT 

for the book chapter 

Design Inclusive Spaces with Accessibility and Universal Design 

 

 

Nominations for the 2024 award are due Thursday May 9th 

 

GUIDELINES & NOMINATION FORM 

https://sunyla.org/excellence-in-scholarship/


SUNYLA’s Scholarship Sub-Committee congratulates our 2024 recipients!  

Sylvia Chu Memorial Scholarship: 

Sarah O'Shea from Oswego 

Brigette Meskelle from Brockport 

Aileen Judd from Herkimer CC 

Daniel F. Kissane Memorial Scholarship: 

Aaron Cohen from University at Albany 

The Sylvia Chu Memorial Scholarship provides financial assistance for newer SUNYLA members to 

attend the annual conference, while the Daniel F. Kissane Memorial Scholarship does the same for a 

library school student. Sylvia Chu and Dan Kissane were both valued members of SUNYLA, and both 

were lost too soon. We are so glad that the organization can honor them in this way. Visit the SUNYLA 

website to learn more.  

https://sunyla.org/scholarships/
https://sunyla.org/scholarships/
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C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

UAlbany Libraries received Insight into Diversity Magazine's inaugural Library Excellence in 

Access and Diversity Award. 

The University Libraries hosted an event on 3/27 called Framing the Future to seek feedback 

from students on space and service design. Students provided feedback on technology, furniture, 

wayfinding, and design concepts that they would like to see in our libraries.  

UAlbany is hosting the IDS conference this July, and we hope to see a number of colleagues from SUNY libraries in 

Albany. 

Amanda Lowe was awarded the President's Award for Excellence in Librarianship. 

The University Libraries have received the 2024 Lavender Award from UAlbany's Office of Intercultural Student 

Engagement. The Lavender Awards recognizes Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Allied Faculty, Staff, and 

Students for their efforts in promoting LGBTQ+ Equity. Amanda Lowe, Deborah LaFond, and Melody Palmer (Library 

Ambassador) have also been recognized with the Unsung Hero Award. These awards will be presented at the annual 

Lavender Celebration on May 8. 

Jesús Alonso-Regalado has been instrumental in developing the Latin American, Caribbean, Latinx, 

and Iberian Free Online Resources, also known as LACLI. Jesús is the principal investigator for the 

SALALM Award for Institutional Collaborative Initiatives to support experiential opportunities for 

UAlbany students and students in Brazil and Mexico working in the LACLI project. LACLI was also 

awarded the Digital Humanities (DH) Awards 2023 for best DH dataset in April 2024, and LASA 

Archives' Libraries and Digital Scholarship Section Award for Best Digital Scholarship Project went 

to LACLI in April 2024. 

Our library faculty have a number of publications and presentations this spring: 

Flynn, Kathleen H. Review of Cruise Boom: A Community on the Cusp of Change, Educational Media Reviews Online, 

Pennsylvania State University Libraries, 2024.  

Flynn, Kathleen H. Review of Rowdy Girl, Educational Media Reviews Online, Pennsylvania State University Libraries, 

2024.  

Flynn, Kathleen H. Review of Zero Waste, Educational Media Reviews Online, Pennsylvania State University Libraries, 

2024.  

Manganello, Jennifer, Kimberly Colvin, Molly Hadley, and Kelsey O’Brien. “Get Health’e’: A Pilot Test of a Digital Health 

Literacy Intervention for Young Adults.” Health Literacy Research and Practice (forthcoming). 

 (Continued on page 8) 

A L B A N Y  

Kabel Stanwicks 

Jesús Alonso-Regalado  

https://lacli.info/
http://dhawards.org/dhawards2023/results/
https://emro.libraries.psu.edu/record/index.php?id=7837
https://emro.libraries.psu.edu/record/index.php?id=7838
https://emro.libraries.psu.edu/record/index.php?id=7839
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(Continued from page 7) 

Stanwicks, Kabel Nathan, “From SWOT to Success: The Collaborative Strategic Planning Journey of an Academic Library 

Department.” Library Leadership & Management 37, no. 3 (2024).  

Abigail Adams, “Disinformation Mitigation: Evidence-Based Practices for Instruction” (Lightning Talk, ENYACL Annual 

Conference, Binghamton, May 23, 2024). 

Abigail Adams, “Werewolf on Campus: Teaching Students to Recognize Mis & Disinformation Outside the Academic 

Context” (Conference Presentation, SUNY Digital Learning Conference, Online, April 18, 2024). 

Alonso-Regalado, Jesús, “Collection Development: Practical Approaches and Experiences.” (presentation, University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, February 20-21, 2024). 

Flynn, Kathleen H., Mona Ramonetti, and David Schuster. “Mapping the Way Forward: Early Discoveries in Data Services 

Exploration” (panel presentation, ENYACRL Spring 2024 Conference, Binghamton, NY, May 23, 2024). 

Yu-Hui Chen, “Academic Library Websites: User Experience” (presentation, Computers in Libraries 2024 Annual 

Conference, Crystal City, VA, March 14, 2024). 

Seaman, Priscilla, Cowden Chapel, and Lu Gao, “Culturally Responsive Pedagogy in Library Instruction.” LIS Pedagogy 

Chat, 5 April 2024, hosted by Laura Saunders (School of Library and Information Science, Simmons University) and 

Melissa A. Wong (School of Information Sciences, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign). Online Presentation (invited). 

Kearney, Ann. “Pamphlet Binding for Zines.” University at Albany English Department. April 1, 2024. 

Kearney, Ann. “Setting up an In-House Book Repair Program.” Presenter. Capital Area Library 

Assistants, Capital District Library Council. April 29, 2024. 

Kearney, Ann. “Building Better Models: Responding to Community Needs for Preserving Cultural 

Heritage Materials.” Panel moderator. American Library Association’s Preservation Week. May 2, 

2024. 

Wolfe, Mark “Selecting Tools and Software for Digital Preservation” Presenter, Preservation Interest Group at Capital 

District Library Council February 27, 2024 

Ann Kearney 

Congratulations to Engineering and Scholarly Communications Librarian, Sam Dannick for earning 

tenure and promotion to Associate Librarian!  

Art Librarian John Hosford recently presented a poster, “Meaningful Engagement Through a Small 

Library Collection” and a Lightning Talk, “Subtext: Creating a New Use for De-Selecting Books in 

the Art Studio” at the Art Libraries Society of North America (ARLIS/NA) Conference in Pittsburgh, 

PA.  

(Continued on page 9) 

A L F R E D  C E R A M I C S  

Mechele Romanchock 

Sam Dannick  

https://doi.org/10.5860/llm.v37i3.7578
https://doi.org/10.5860/llm.v37i3.7578
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(Continued from page 8) 

Seventeen new members were inducted into the AU campus chapter of Phi Kappa Phi 

including librarians Maria Planansky, Kevin Adams, and Mechele Romanchock (along with 

Scholes Library student worker Vanessa Gazi)! AU PKP treasurer Brian Sullivan, also the 

Dean of Libraries ,helped officiate the ceremony with Physics professor and AU PKP 

president Roger Loucks.  

On Friday, April 12th SUNY Chancellor John King visited the New York 

State College of Ceramics with a focus on meeting with various groups 

of students. This included a block of time with Scholes Library student 

workers to talk about their experience using the libraries as students 

and as student workers. Participating students were Gio Kane, Victoria 

Vice, Zulaikha Yusuff. and Jordan Annlee.  

Collection Management Librarian, Maria Planansky received this year’s Faculty Scholar Award from AU Libraries. The 

award was given at the Honors Convocation ceremony on Friday, April 19th. 

Public Services Librarian, Rai Yiannakos organized a “free Sale” with DVDs weeded from the Herrick Library Collection. 

The collection was assessed, led by Collection Management Librarian Maria Planansky, and then was weeded of low 

circulating titles to be given away. The circulating 

collection remains several thousand strong! For the 

giveaway, a library meeting room was set up like a 

mini-Blockbuster for a throwback theme. Students 

and others visiting the giveaway were limited to five 

free items per day during the multi-day “sale”. On the 

last day everyone could take as many as they wanted, 

and the room was cleared out!  

Library student workers with Chancellor King 

(l-r) CD “sale” Day 1, and Day 3 

Hinkle Memorial Library has been significantly increasing our outreach this year. We have continued hosting a Library 

Game Night each semester as well as our first Halfway to Halloween celebration. Along with that, we have been fostering 

a collaborative partnership between the Alfred University libraries and our local public library. Most 

recently, we engaged in a Community Read event where we read and discussed Slaughterhouse Five 

by Kurt Vonnegut with members of the greater Alfred community. 

It has also been a big year for our faculty. One of our librarians, Ron Foster, was given continuing 

appointment. Our library faculty also participated in the college's Middle States self-study. Ron Foster 

A L F R E D  S T A T E  

Amanda Bailey  

Jill Yaples, our senior electronic resource specialist, received the STAR award, a monthly award that recognizes 

outstanding service to the Binghamton community. 

(Continued on page 10) 

B I N G H A M T O N  

Aleshia Huber 

AU campus chapter, Phi Kappa Phi 

https://libnews.binghamton.edu/news/2024/03/21/jill-yaples-receives-star-award/
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(Continued from page 9) 

The Secret Poetry Room is now open in Bartle Library. Inspiration for the room came 

from Molly Peacock ‘69, a poet and biographer who wanted to provide students with 

a “secret place” to write and organize their thoughts. Learn more about the Secret 

Poetry Room on the Libraries’ Blog and the article in the student newspaper, The Pipe 

Dream. 

Events 

On February 22, the Libraries hosted a “Music in the Stacks” recital in collaboration with the Music Department. In 

recognition of Black History Month, this outreach event promoted our diverse collections by featuring works by black 

composers from the Libraries’ score collection, prepared and performed by music students and faculty.  

On March 21, the Libraries hosted a lecture on an online resource, the Digital Library of the 

Caribbean (dLOC) given by M. Stephanie Chancy. Dr. Chancy is the Caribbean Partnerships Librarian 

and Director of Operations for the Digital Library of the Caribbean (dLOC) at the University of 

Florida’s George A. Smathers Libraries. At dLOC, an open access cooperative digital library, she 

works with partners based in the Caribbean, Europe, Canada and the United States to preserve and 

make Caribbean research resources available to users. Her talk discussed her research and how a 

resource like dLOC provides access to unique material unavailable elsewhere. The talk was followed by a workshop on 

Caribbean Materials Digitization in our Digitization Lab. 

The Sustainability Hub celebrated Earth Day the entire month of April with a variety of events. It kicked off April 3 with a 

collaboration with the Korean International Students Association presenting on “Korean Seeds & Plants Day” where 

attendees learned about traditional Korean foods and were provided with heirloom Korean seeds to take home and 

start growing their own food. The celebration continued on April 15 with a panel on Climate Anxiety with panelists from 

all over campus and the local community to help attendees learn how to manage anxiety due to climate change. 

Following that, the Sustainability Hub tabled at the campus-wide Eco-Blitz on April 13 and the Earth Day fest on April 19. 

They finished with an event co-hosted by the student group SELF on April 30—an Upcycling Fair, to teach sustainable 

clothing practices, including a clothing swap, mending circle, and other tabling student organizations with information 

and resources on upcycling and sustainable fashion. 

Binghamton University is hosting the Eastern New York ACRL (ENY/ACRL) Conference on May 23. The theme for this 

year is “Adapting to a Changing Field”. You do not need to be a member to attend, so we hope to see you here. 

Registration (only $40 for attendees and $10 for graduate students), the full program, and travel information can be 

found on the conference website. 

Exhibits 

For the month of March, all three library branches hosted a traveling exhibit recognizing Women’s Right to Vote in New 

York State. It traveled between each branch on a weekly basis. The exhibit was provided by the South Central Regional 

Library Council (SCRLC). Learn more about the exhibit on the Libraries’ blog. 

A new exhibit, “Stand Up! Unite, Resist, Change.” highlights items from Special Collections concerning activism related 

to war, disarmament, and peace. The material shows various ways that people have come together surrounding these 

issues—on campus, locally, nationally and internationally—by forming organizations, staging protest marches and rallies, 

holding vigils, resisting drafts and taxes and heightening awareness through education.  

Secret Poetry Room  

M. Stephanie Chancy 

https://www.bupipedream.com/news/campus-news/bartle-poetry/149122/
https://www.bupipedream.com/news/campus-news/bartle-poetry/149122/
https://dloc.com/
https://dloc.com/
https://sites.google.com/binghamton.edu/2024enyacrlconference/welcome
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/news/2024/03/04/libraries-host-traveling-exhibit-recognizing-womens-right-to-vote-in-new-york-state/
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For decades the library profession has been attempting to racially diversify its ranks without much 

success. Binghamton University Libraries, the City University of New York Library system, and 

Rutgers University Libraries, supported by our partners the Council on Library and Information 

Resources and the Educopia Institute, are developing the Institute for Racial Equity Advancement in 

Libraries (iREAL). Set to launch summer 2025, iREAL will be a year-long hybrid immersion program 

enabling academic library workers to develop the skills and expertise necessary to understand, 

recognize, intervene, and dismantle racism in academic libraries. The institute will consist of ten half

-days of online programming, five full days of on-site programming, and then a series of monthly 

check-in meetings for the cohort of 25-30 people. There will be a session about iREAL at the ENY/

ACRL Conference (Eastern New York chapter of ACRL ) hosted by Binghamton University on May 23, 

2024. 

Many librarians worked to put together an Anti-Racism Resource Guide. The guide provides a 

curated selection of resources and materials on topics related to anti-racism, racial justice, and 

systemic racism and seeks to provide support to those that are interested in learning more about 

these topics and provide a launching point for those interested in conducting research on these 

subjects. In addition, the guide can also serve as a resource for instructors who are interested in 

diversifying or decolonizing their course readings and resources. The guide is a living document, and 

will change, adapt, and evolve based on feedback and community input. An annual collections fund 

has been allocated to help support new materials for this guide as well as to purchase new material 

to help support decolonizing the Libraries’ collection. 

The Office of IDEA (Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility) was founded at Binghamton 

University Libraries in 2021. The Office has since provided a variety of programs and support for 

IDEA practices both employees and patrons. One example program is “Lunch with IDEA” which is a 

two-part lunch program that brings small, diverse groups of people within the Libraries together to 

discuss things related to inclusion, diversity, equity and accessibility in a safe, fun and engaging 

way. These discussions are intended to create collegial, collaborative relationships between people 

who otherwise may not have an opportunity to interact or work together but whose experiences can 

provide perspective and inspire a sense of belonging for all employees. Another example is a mini-

grant program where employees can apply for small funding of up to $1500 to support IDEA 

projects and initiatives in the Libraries. One example project funded 

by the grant is the Sakura-Matsuri: A Japanese Cultural Showcase 

exhibit in Bartle Library. The grant helped enhanced the existing 

Global exhibit space to create a new exhibit that promotes Japanese 

language-teaching and cultural experience.  

D E I  S P O T L I G H T :  B I N G H A M T O N  

https://sites.google.com/binghamton.edu/2024enyacrlconference/welcome
https://sites.google.com/binghamton.edu/2024enyacrlconference/welcome
https://libraryguides.binghamton.edu/antiracism
https://www.binghamton.edu/libraries/about/departments/idea/index.html
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It has been a busy semester at Brockport. Librarians who work in collection development and electronic resources have 

been working with the Library Director and liaison librarians to meet with each department at the university. The library 

has met with half of the departments thus far, gaining valuable insight into how faculty use our electronic resources 

both for their research and for student assignments. In addition, we are learning about additional resources that our 

departments would find beneficial. This project will continue in the fall and has helped reconnect and strengthen our 

communication with faculty. 

Drake Memorial Library is trying something new for end-of-the-semester student stress relief. 

Traditionally, the library sets aside the first two days of the last week of classes for extend hours 

accompanied by craft activities and a late night snack bar. This year the library will include ‘music 

to study to.’ Brigette Meskell will DJ hip-hop and classic rock to create a student friendly 

atmosphere. Brigette is also a cast member in the current campus theater production, Sounds for a 

New World. 

Jennifer Kegler earned a promotion from Associate Librarian to Librarian, effective September 

2024. Congratulations!  

Becky Cousins in Interlibrary Loan received the 2024 Outstanding Service to the University Award. 

Becky’s work Drake Memorial Library is exemplary, going the extra mile to obtain resources our 

patrons need for their learning, research, and scholarship. Congratulations! 

Lynn Kinsman joined Drake Memorial Library as our part-time Visiting Archivist in April. She will be working on a variety 

of projects, including processing collections and implementing a tool to archive the SUNY Brockport webpages. Lynn 

holds a Masters in Information Resource Management from the iSchool at Syracuse University and a Digital Archive 

Specialist certification from the Society of American Archivists. She is eager to bring her extensive experience in 

corporate information systems to the archival profession. 

The library welcomed Deborah Brague as Library Clerk II in Circulation in January. She was a student worker as an 

undergraduate and we are happy to have her back! 

Logan Rath presented at the Online Learning Consortium Conference with Dr. Peter Kalenda from 

Geneseo. Their discovery session presented original research and was titled “Teacher Candidate 

Perceptions of ChatGPT’s Effectiveness in STEM Lesson Plan Creation.” 

Nicole Baker will be attending the LOEX conference in Naperville, IL. She was accepted to give a 

lightning talk at ENY/ACRL conference in Binghamton, NY. The short talk is titled “Creating a 

Culture of Collaboration: OER in Higher Education.” 

B R O C K P O R T  

Dana Laird 

Jennifer Kegler  

Nicole Baker  

Brigette Meskell  
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Buffalo State University has been revving and gearing up for SUNYLA’s 2024 Conference, even after some busy weeks. 

We were in the path of totality for the solar eclipse, so the campus and city were absolutely buzzing. Then, less than a 

week later, the E. H. Butler Library was transformed as we hosted our annual fundraising event: The Bengala 

(portmanteau of “Bengals” and “gala”). Furniture was all removed, a dance floor installed, food stations abound, and the 

Ask Us Desk was turned into a fully functional bar. It was a smashing success, though many librarians were saddened to 

see the bar turned back into a reference desk. 

Even as we were experiencing these wonderful one-off events, the Buffalo State library faculty and staff have been 

diligently planning for the influx librarians and ideas coming for the annual SUNYLA conference. Rooms have been 

reserved, spaces readied, proposals gone through, vendors contacted, and people from Buffalo State and several other 

SUNY librarians have us set to put on an amazing time. 

With all these goings-on, one would think many of our faculty would be getting ready for a nap. Instead, two of our faculty 

members have just won campus awards!  

In March, Electronic & Educational Resources Librarian Chris Hulsman was nominated for and won the Excellence in 

Accessibility of Course Content Award. This faculty award was bestowed upon him for his creation and implementation of 

the “Accessible PDF Exchange for Course Shells Initiative.”  

Then in April, User Experience and Outreach Librarian Dr. Julie Setele won the Special Program 

Recognition Award from the President’s Council on Equity and Campus Diversity for their “Social 

Justice Book Club.” Each semester they select a work (fiction or non-fiction) and lead biweekly 

discussions with students, faculty, and staff. The end of the semester culminates in an author visit 

event. 

The Learning Commons hosted the annual Scholarly Activities Celebration in April. The event showcased the work of 51 

students and 6 faculty and staff members through posters, artwork, and presentations. The event was well attended by 

the campus community, showing their continued support of our students, faculty, and staff. The celebration concluded 

with the Open Mic Night event, which showcased the artistic talents of the campus community.  

B U F F A L O  S T A T E  

Justin Crossfox 

Julie Setele  

C A N T O N  

Leah Fitzgerald  

The Library's eclipse programming was a success! The book display saw multiple circulations; the cookies 

were devoured; and the clouds cleared up enough for people to actually see what was going on and for 

the telescope to project the moon's shadow at the height of the eclipse. We then hosted a collection box 

in the lobby for all the used glasses from around campus so they could be sent off to Astronomers 

Without Borders for later use, instead of ending up in the landfill. 

Student employee Jessie Magno received a Chancellor's Award for Student Excellence. 

The campus press release highlighted Jessie's work in the library as well as her Honors 

project involving the Jefferson Historical Society. Congratulations, Jessie! 

(Continued on page 14) 

C O B L E S K I L L  

Kate Brent 
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Interim Director April Davies will be attending the Library Leaders Community of Practice meeting at the University at 

Buffalo in May and then staying for CIT. April also serves on the Board of Trustees of the Foundation for Mohawk Valley 

Libraries, which will be hosting a golf tournament fundraiser in Cobleskill for the second year in a row on August 23. 

Reference and Instruction Coordinator Freya Gibbon will be presenting at ENY/ACRL in Binghamton 

on May 23. Her presentation, during the lightning rounds, is titled “Teaching with the AI tool Elicit.” 

She will also be presenting at the SUNYLA annual conference at Buffalo State in June.  

The Library is hosting an intern from Project SEARCH this semester. SUNY Cobleskill has partnered 

with Project SEARCH to provide job training opportunities for their interns.   

Saturday Crafternoons have continued under the leadership of Library Clerk Stacy Abrey. The last event of the semester 

was May the 4th with a science fiction and fantasy theme. 

End-of-semester activities at the Library this year include extended study hours during finals week and another edition of 

Pause for Paws, with the therapy dogs scheduled to visit on May 8. Also the usual caffeine, sugar, and distractions! 

The Resnick Library is looking for a new team member! If you know someone who’d make a great Student Success 

Librarian, please forward them the job posting information. Early career, new graduates, and current K-12 librarians are 

all encouraged to apply. 

Elizabeth Santobuono was promoted to Circulation Manager – Congratulations Liz!  

Therapy Dog Winston has been making regular visits to the library this semester—and he is always a 

hit with the students. As we get ready for Stress Less programming, we are looking forward to visits 

from our friends Winston, Toby, and Bode.  

While Delhi was not in the path of absolute totality for the 2024 eclipse, we still enjoyed nearly 97% 

totality. Library Director Carrie Fishner served on the SCRLC Eclipse taskforce and collaborated with 

several other departments on campus to host an eclipse party on campus where we hosted a 

cyanotype art station, handed out 500 pairs of eclipse glasses, phone filters, and provided 

educational information on the eclipse and other solar events.  

Freya Gibbon 

D E L H I  

Carrie Fishner 

Winston 

Solar eclipse and other programming 

All three campus libraries hosted well-attended solar eclipse events before Spring Break amidst high levels of 

excitement along the path of totality. There was an overwhelming demand for solar eclipse glasses—3,000 solar glasses 

were provided by the Buffalo Museum of Science and the libraries distributed them to the academic community until 

they were all gone! 

At SUNY Erie North Campus, the solar eclipse was celebrated through the weeks prior to the event with interactive art  

(Continued on page 15) 

E R I E  

Justin Cronise 

https://www.projectsearch.us
https://delhi.interviewexchange.com/jobofferdetails.jsp?JOBID=90444
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activities, button making, book displays, and trivia. South and City Campus each held single-day events with goodie bags 

and solar eclipse-themed T-shirts in collaboration with Western New York Book Arts Center. Library clerk Tina Allen 

contributed her artistic talents by creating whiteboard art to promote the event at both City and South Campus. 

City Campus librarians Hadeen Stokes and C. Barrett Gordon organized and hosted a roundtable event generously 

sponsored by the Student Government Association. The event aimed 

to share information, promote participation and safety, and 

distribute solar eclipse-themed materials gift bags (Sunny D, Capri 

Sun, Eclipse gum, Oreos, and Moon Pies). Student workers Kianna 

Brown and Gloria Bernard helped tremendously with making the 

event a success. The library partnered with the student-led Art Club 

to enhance the event, featuring a stunning painting of a solar 

eclipse on the bulletin board.  

North Campus library has focused on outreach and collaboration this semester and looks to expand these efforts next 

semester and continue to engage students. In March, the library hosted two career fairs for students and employers in 

the Respiratory Care and Nursing departments in collaboration with the Career Services department. In April, we hosted 

a student poetry reading to celebrate National Poetry Month in collaboration with the English department, enabling 

student writers to share their work and listen to other student poets and writers.  

South Campus relocation 

Administrators were hoping to have classes in the new location starting January 2025, but there’s no update as this 

goes to press. College leaders have reported that a leasing agreement for a new location has not been finalized 

following the RFP issued earlier in the year and that the announcement expected in April may be delayed another 1-2 

months.  

Eclipse roundtable event 

Watching the Moon from the Moon 

The library at SUNY ESF is named the F. Franklin Moon Library or just “Moon.” 

Leaning into this, Librarian Jane Verostek wrote and received a solar eclipse 

grant from the CLRC Central New York Library Resources Council. This grant 

funded eclipse glasses and a button maker. Library staff worked together to 

make 200 eclipse buttons as mementos with sayings like “Watching the Moon 

from the Moon” and “Moon Totality Rocks.” With our eclipse event efforts 

started, we worked with our college’s Division of Student Affairs, Oakie’s Activity 

Council, and the Graduate Student Association to make it a campus event. We 

had well over 500 students, faculty and staff come together for several hours to 

watch the eclipse with great food and halfmoon cookies—all while listening to the 2024 Spotify Eclipse playlist on 

speakers surrounding our grassy quad. The clouds parted in Syracuse, NY just as the total eclipse happened giving 

everyone in attendance a great view and a great solar eclipse experience.  

(Continued on page 16) 

E S F  

Jane Verostek 

Eclipse-themed buttons 
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Wishing Casey Well 

Casey Koons, Assistant Librarian at Moon Library, is leaving SUNY ESF to take on a new role as Open Scholarship 

Librarian at the University of Maine. With instructional, open access, and many other supportive roles, Casey has been 

central to Moon initiatives, endeavors, and engagement. It has been inspirational and a pleasure to work alongside a 

great librarian and scholar. Please join ESF’s Moon Library in wishing him well in his new role. 

SUNY ESF New Instructional Assessment Initiatives 

Junior Assistant Librarian, Hanna Seraji, and librarian colleagues at Moon Library, SUNY ESF, have implemented a new 

assessment practice Spring 2024 and onward. This initiative aggregates the success rate of students from the 

preceding semester and gives an overview of student assignments from the library’s semester-long course and one 

credit course, “Information Literacy.” The course success rate is high, at an average of 86%. Moon Library hopes to 

continue this assessment aggregate process in the upcoming and future semesters, hoping to include major 

representations, incorporate DEIA practices, and continue aiming to support the students of the library.  

Immigration in New York State Exhibit   

In April, Librarian Jane Verostek coordinated having the exhibit “Immigration in New York 

State, 1650-1950” displayed in Moon Library. This travelling exhibit was loaned to Moon 

Library from the Central NY Library Resources Council.  

New/Changing Library Spaces 

The F. Franklin Moon Library is excited to share good news of some long overdue investment in library spaces. Spring/

Summer 2024 will see the addition of a new secured access corridor in lower Moon that will grant students after-hours 

access to: 

• Academic Success Center team rooms 

• Western restrooms 

• MOSAIC space & Lunar Lounge 

• Beth’s Bounty 

• Club storage (key access) 

Also, unsightly and often overgrown Willow Biomass Project trees and remaining American Chestnut Project stumps 

around the main entrance to the library will be removed, and the areas landscaped to become outdoor community 

spaces. Then, capital projects slated to begin in fiscal year 2025 ($2.3m) and finish in 2026 ($5.4m), will: 

Phase 1            Phase 2  

• Establish 24/7 access       • Replace building HVAC systems 

• Improve ADA accessibility       • Renew Programmatic Spaces 

• Renovate restrooms 

• Create Prayer/Meditation/Lactation spaces  

(Continued on page 17) 

Immigration in NYS exhibit 
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The Library as a (re)Emergent Cultural Center of Campus  

The library has engaged in a regular cycle of assessment and assessment driven changes since 2017. Since that time, 

we’ve:  

• Created an area with both flexible seating and collaborative stations 

• Renovated the lower level to create the Academic Success Center and for the first time brought these services 

together in one location. As part of this renovation, reservable small-group study rooms were created. 

• The main entrance and lobby area of the library was renovated using design best-practices to create more 

space for students to congregate and meet casually, create additional seating with lots of natural light, and 

create the Café @ Moon. 

• Updated the furniture and furnishings based on student input. 

• Added “Zenbooths” —a study space for one. 

• Created space for student government offices, student club storage, Beth’s Bounty (campus food pantry), and 

student affairs staff spaces to support this programming. 

• Established the MOSAIC space, Lunar Lounge, and a temporary but much needed prayer and meditation room. 

While the assessment program gives this formality and structure, it is our credit bearing instructional program and ever-

present service that gives it meaning that fosters lasting, close relationships with our students. This, combined with the 

demonstrated responsiveness to their needs, has emerged as a good problem to have. 

For the Spring semester, the library has seen an increase in exhibits and displays coming directly from our student body. 

Students have been asking to exhibit work from their classes and student clubs have been exhibiting individual work 

and collaborative work (from posters, to research findings to artwork). Our Library is 

the hub of campus and our entryway has the space to accommodate several 

exhibits at the same time. We also have expansive wall space by study areas and 

classrooms, etc. in the library.  

In our entry way by our exhibit space, we have added a table in response to the 

increased requests from students groups to have a visible spot in the library to 

engage with students. This is especially active during our non-conflict “college hour” 

that happens every Tuesday and Thursday from 11:00 to 12:30. The table and 

exhibits work very well being in the same space together. Our entryway has become 

a welcoming area and a gathering space for students.  

One student art exhibit on display this spring is a mural of sea life made of 

discarded materials found on the campus that has the message to “stop single use 

plastic”. This was created by students in collaboration with the SUNY ESF Office of 

Sustainability.  Student artwork 
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Phenomenal Womyn’s Award 

In celebration of Women’s History Month, Farmingdale State College’s Office of Student Activities hosted its 7th annual 

Kathryn Freeman Phenomenal Womyn Award Banquet on Thursday, March 28. 

The ceremony is named in honor of FSC’s first alumna, Kathryn “Kate” Freeman, class of 

1919; the only women in FSC’s first graduating class. The event recognizes and amplifies 

the positive contributions made by women to campus life. Librarian April Lynne Earle 

presented on Kate's life as well as that of FSC's first female African-American graduate, 

Elizabeth “Betty” Ann Green-Mountain, class of 1940, a respected educator who specialized 

in home economics, health, and well-being and contributed her time to many social justice 

issues. 

Two of the five students who received the award included Greenley Library student employees, Olivia Butler, class of 

2024, Applied Psychology major and Destiny Morgan, class of 2025, Science, Technology, and Society (STS) major. 

IGNITE Symposium 

The Greenley Library printed 75 academic posters for the second annual IGNITE Symposium, held 

on March 30. This event featured presentations from 120 students on their research, applied 

learning, and civic engagement work. Several Greenley Library student employees presented 

posters: Olivia Butler, CJ S Ehrlich, Milan Gayle, Kenia Sanchez, and Lauren Varagnolo. 

On April 5, Danielle S. Apfelbaum presented “Crafting Compelling Conference Proposals” at the virtual Spring 

Roundtable hosted by the Nassau County Library Association’s Academic and Special Libraries Division. 

F A R M I N G D A L E  

Megan Marchese  

April Earle  

Kenia Sanchez  

We are pleased to announce that we recently welcomed Leticia Kalweit to the Charles J. Meder Library 

team! Leticia was hired as the Instruction and Assessment Librarian in March 2024. Leticia is an FLCC 

graduate, who has spent the last decade at the Penfield Central School District and brings with her a 

plethora of teaching and assessment experience. She graduated from Nazareth with a B.M. in Music 

Performance and from UB with an MLS. She most recently completed a Certificate of Advanced Study 

in Educational Leadership from SUNY Oswego.  

Programming 

Chair massages, live music, and guided meditation were only a few of the events that were held during 

the Library’s Spring 2024 Study-A-Thon. In addition, two weeks of extended hours were offered for the 

end of the semester. 

Every month our circulation supervisor creates a new book display which is accompanied by a question. The questions 

vary based on season, time of the semester, etc: What is your favorite winter activity? What brings you into the library 

today? Sometimes the questions cause great controversy, such as “PEEPS: Yes or No.” We have 

students stop in every day to see what is winning (FYI: FLCC is a solid no-Peep campus). The books and 

items that accompany the display? They are all candy/sugar/sweets related. All it takes is a high traffic 

area, a few dry erase markers, a large dry erase board and a great idea. It engages students across all 

disciplines, as well as faculty, staff and administration. 

F I N G E R  L A K E S  

Alicia Marrese  

Leticia Kalweit  
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FIT Librarians attended the 2024 Conference of Art Libraries Society of North America (ARLIS/NA). A few presented on 

various dynamic topics. 

Library Director Greta Earnest and Instruction and Assessment Librarian Maria Rothenberg presented a poster 

documenting our new library mission titled “Creativity in Practice.” In response to the post-COVID challenges in our 

library workplace, a proactive project emerged to cultivate connection and creativity among all library employees. Bi-

weekly gatherings were established, fostering a welcoming atmosphere for idea-sharing and community-building. 

Instructional Design Librarian Helen Lane gave a presentation entitled “Make it Work! Re-engaging Students Post-

Covid.” She covered forging collaborations with student clubs through the Department of Student Life and what a pivotal 

role student clubs played in revitalizing library makerspace programming. 

Instructional Services and Student Engagement Librarian Miyo Sandlin gave a presentation titled 

“The Curious Case of the 1830s Bonnet: Fun with Special Collections for a Global Audience.” It 

discussed interactive AR (augmented reality) face filters created for our Library’s Instagram account 

that allowed users to virtually “wear” 2D objects from historic fashion sketches, using our archival 

materials, with Meta Spark Studio. Miyo also presented on “Tips and Tricks to Enhance Video 

Engagement and Accessibility on your Library YouTube Channel,” which discussed ideas from FIT for 

making the instructional video content your library creates more accessible and discoverable. 

Reference Associate Ghazal Ghazi gave an artist talk for the Play/Work: Pop-Up Artist Talks Panel about her artistic 

practice, specifically focusing on her latest ceramics series, Spillages (2022), where she reinterpreted Iron Age-era beak 

spouted vessels from the Iranian plateau. Ghazal also presented for the New Voices in the Profession panel. She 

presented the work she did as a 2022 Library of Congress Junior Fellow, where she created an ArcGIS story map titled 

“Unraveling ‘Ishq: Love in the Poetry, Calligraphy, and Miniature Painting of the Persianate World.” 

Upcoming Conference Presentations  

On May 17, Head of Research and Instructional Services Carli Spina and Instruction & Assessment 

Librarian Maria Rothenberg will be attending the 2024 Workshop for Instruction in Library Use 

(WILU) in Richmond, British Columbia to present a session entitled “Collaborating with Classroom 

Faculty to Integrate Information Literacy into the First Year Experience.” 

Miyo Sandlin  

F I T  

Greta Earnest  

Carli Spina  

The library welcomed a new Senior Library Clerk in March—Mary Burns. Mary brings several years of experience as a 

public school librarian and enjoys working collaboratively with others. Mary is eager to learn and enjoys helping others. 

Mary will serve the library by covering circulation desk shifts and assisting with laptop loaning, acquisitions, budget 

management and payment processing as well as physical processing. 

The library also welcomed a new Part-Time Reference Librarian in March—Bryan 

Schuff. Bryan had been on our staff briefly just prior to the pandemic. He received 

his BA in Music Industry–Audio Arts Production from SUNY Oneonta and his MS in 

Library & Information Science from Syracuse University. 

(Continued on page 21) 

G E N E S E E  

Liz Simmons 

(l-r) Mary Burns, Bryan Schuff 
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The 23rd Annual Student Poetry Contest collected 55 entries from 30 students in March. Winners will be recognized at 

the college-wide student “Celebration of Excellence” awards ceremony sponsored by the Office of Student Engagement 

and Inclusion (SEI) on May 7. 

Librarians Liz Simmons and Cindy Hagelberger worked in collaboration with the Career Services Committee to 

reestablish a Resume Writing Contest. 38 entries were received and the winners will also be recognized at the 

Celebration of Excellence May 7. 

In April, the library participated in a Mental Health Resource Fair presented by the college’s Inclusive Excellence 

Committee. The fair included internal (GCC Counseling Services, The Learning Center, the Alfred C. O’Connell Library, 

and the Human Services Careers and Education departments) and external (Genesee County Department of Mental 

Health, the Mental Health Association of Genesee & Orleans Counties, and the National Alliance on Mental Illness 

(NAMI) Rochester) organizations. Librarian Cindy Hagelberger and Senior Library Clerk Amy Westfall shared a sampling 

of the library’s mental health resources and engaged in outreach with students who attended the fair. 

Library staff continue to plan for the Learning Center Co-location and will welcome Learning Center staff into the library 

this summer. If their office suite is complete on time, their staff will fully relocate to the library by Fall 2024. In the 

meantime, the library and learning center staff have been getting acquainted with one another and their various roles. 

Publications and Presentations 

Mark Sullivan presented the IDS Project's “CrossLink” at the International Coalition of Library 

Consortia Americas meeting in April. CrossLink is a middleware server-based solution that 

allows for discovery and availability lookups across multiple cataloging systems and provides a connection between the 

borrowing and lending libraries’ resource sharing systems, regardless of which types they are. This brokering system, 

which uses ISO18626, will allow libraries that have become siloed due to cost cutting and reduction in use of resource 

sharing systems to maintain services to their patrons while sharing their materials with other libraries. 

Alan Witt has two book chapters due to be published through ACRL:  

• “Let the Garden Run Wild: Organizational Structures and Organic Growth of Research 

Identities,” to be published in a book on librarians as researchers. 

• “Rebuilding the Ship of Theseus: Navigating Faculty/Librarian Relationships through 

Changing Waters,” to be published in a book on how to work with academic faculty. 

Alessandra Otero-Ramos and Alan Witt have a column entitled “Organizational Behavior and New 

Librarians” due to be published in the Journal of New Librarianship this Spring. 

Alessandra Otero-Ramos presented “Unearthing Narratives: Database Workshop for Black Studies 

Research” at the SUNY Geneseo Multicultural Center. This presentation showcased the Library's 

comprehensive collection of Black Studies and Africana Studies resources.  

(Continued on page 22) 
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Max Sparkman received a $800 travel grant to attend and co-present at The Innovative Library 

Classroom (TILC) conference in Williamsburg, Virginia in June. Max and Alan Witt will be co-presenting 

on a lesson they created. The presentation is “Help! I spilled coffee on my bibliography and it’s due in 

30 minutes!” 

Phi Beta Kappa 2023–2024 Visiting Lecturer 

On Thursday Lecturer April 4 and Friday April 5, Fraser Hall Library helped to host the Phi Beta Kappa 

2023–2024 Visiting Lecturer, sponsored by Geneseo’s Alpha Delta chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, the 

nation’s oldest academic honors society. This year’s Lecturer was a Geneseo alumna, Daina Bouquin, 

Class of 2011, who spoke as part of the series of eclipse-related events that took place on campus in 

the days leading up to the eclipse. Daina’s lecture, “Metadata, Meaning, and Erasure in Astronomy,” 

discussed how “Metadata is a crucial foundation for the future and legacy of scientific research, enriching our 

understanding by providing necessary context. Without this context, many contributions and people risk being forgotten, 

their significance lost to history.” Daina’s varied background and research interests provided touchpoints for multiple 

classes, ranging from modern philosophy to science writing and digital textual interpretation, and she visited several 

classes, engaging students in discussion, as well as meeting with various members of the campus faculty and staff for 

discussions over lunch or dinner. Daina is currently Data Operations and Research Manager for the National Parks 

Conservation Association, and the former head librarian of the Harvard/Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics.  

Michele the Library Dog, at GREAT Day 2024 

The Library’s self-acclaimed famous and beloved therapy dog will be a feature at 

GREAT Day this year. Michele will be available for 90 minutes in the morning to 

support students on a day that can be stressful. In celebration, GREAT Day 

conference organizers and the Library will be giving away limited edition “Michele at 

GREAT Day” t-shirts to 75 randomly selected students who are participating in GREAT 

Day. Conference organizers and the Library will be giving away a smaller number of t-

shirts during Michele’s visit (first come, first served) as well as limited edition 

“Michele at GREAT Day” stickers and light refreshments.   

Korean American children's author Linda Sue Park Visit  

Korean American children's author and Newberry Medalist Linda Sue Park visited Geneseo 

Elementary School for two presentations in May. The event was sponsored by the SUNY Geneseo 

Fraser Hall Library, School of Education, and Asian Studies Minor; as well as Genesee Valley BOCES 

and Geneseo Elementary School. 

Personnel  

Andromeda Sawtelle joined the IDS Project in March 2024. Andromeda brings a wealth of programming and mySQL 

server development experience to the IDS Project. Welcome, Andromeda! 

Max Sparkman  

Michele and some of her fans 

Daina Bouquin 

Linda Sue Park  
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We welcomed Noah Grover as Technical Services Librarian on January 29, 2024! 

Laura Andrews (User Services and Engagement Librarian) and Lauren Bradley (Discovery and Electronic Resources 

Librarian) presented “Ahoy Matey! A Ship’s Library as Experiential Learning Support” at the 2024 NYC STEM Library and 

Information Professionals Mini Conference at Barnard College. 

Dr. Mayra Bonet (Reference and Instruction Librarian) presented “Access to Information for 

Minority Groups: On Health Literacy, Environmental Literacy and Ecofeminism” at the 2024 

Women’s and Gender Studies Consortium Conference at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Taliesin Gamache (they/them) (Archivist and Scholarly Communications Librarian) has concluded 

work on a $9,900 National Endowment for the Humanities Preservation Assistance grant to 

Preserve Oversized Maritime Heritage Collections at SUNY Maritime College. 

Laura Andrews and Lauren Bradley will be setting sail on Summer Sea Term as the Ship’s Librarians, in a 70-day journey 

that will visit the Bahamas, Portugal, England and Norway. You can follow their adventures online. During Summer Sea 

Term, cadets gain vital hands-on experience in operating a ship and dealing with port traffic. The itinerary changes every 

year to include ports around the U.S. East Coast and Europe. 

M A R I T I M E  

Jill Kehoe 

The MVCC Utica campus library welcomed back Venerable Tenzin Yignyen, ordained 

Tibetan Buddhist Monk and Professor at Hobart William Smith Colleges, for the creation of 

a ceremonial sand mandala based on the theme of compassion. You can learn more about 

the event in this local news story. 

MVCC hosted TakaCon, a pop culture convention run by the Strategic Gaming and Anime 

Haven student clubs, of which librarian Milo Cameron is a co-advisor. The convention featured casual games and 

tournaments, panels on everything from Japanese culture to the psychology of Dungeon & Dragons, a cosplay contest 

and drag show, as well as vendors and artists. Rome's Jervis Public Library participated via a panel on comics and 

outreach table, and the MVCC library offered featured books and movies from the collection for students to borrow. 

At least 27 different languages are spoken at MVCC besides English, and nearly a one-third of Utica’s population speaks 

a language other than English at home. To better serve our population, the Utica campus library extended its leisure 

reading collection to include books in Spanish, Korean, Arabic, Burmese, Japanese, Russian, and Bosnian. The 

librarians were able to start this Multilingual Collection through a $1,500 New Initiatives grant from the Central New 

York Library Resources Council. Learn more about the building of this collection at Claire Ehrlich’s lightning talk at the 

SUNYLA annual conference in June. 

At MVCC’s May Institute, Milo Cameron presented on the creative use of comics and graphic novels as teaching tools in 

the classroom. 

Claire Ehrlich presented “ChatGPT and Me: gAI Comes to Your Class” at the CCCAT Conference hosted by MVCC. 

Instructional Design Librarian Jocelyn Ireland’s promotion to Associate Professor was approved and will be effective in 

September. 

M O H A W K  V A L L E Y  

Jocelyn Ireland 

Taliesin Gamache  

Ceremonial sand mandala 

https://medium.com/@EmpireState
https://www.wktv.com/news/education/in-photos-tibetan-buddhist-monk-spends-week-at-mvcc-creating-sand-mandala/article_ff4f2900-fce0-11ee-a703-17fd2bae06d3.html
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When it comes to DEI, the SUNY Morrisville library has a long-standing tradition of providing a safe 

space for all of our students going back over 20 years now. Morrisville received its first Sheila 

Johnson grant in 2003, enabling us to create the Sheila Johnson Diverse Voices Collection with the 

purpose of “encouraging reading and informing our patrons of the diversity of literature available 

today.” The collection currently consists of over 3000 books and about 600 DVDs. By making these 

titles available, it is our hope to encourage the campus community to become more familiar with 

contemporary Black, Hispanic, Asian, Native American, LGBTQ+, and a wide range of other authors 

and ideas.  

We have acted to ensure DEI practices are part of our general collection policies. Section III.A.1.c of 

our Collection Development Policy covers Diversity stating:  

Informed by the Association of College & Research Libraries’ Diversity Standards Toolkit, the 

library strives to collect information resources that “respectfully and effectively reflect peoples of 

all cultures, languages, classes, races, ethnic backgrounds, religions, and other diversity factors 

in a manner that recognizes, affirms, and values the worth of individuals, families, and 

communities…” (National Association of Social Workers Standards and Indicators for Cultural 

Competence).  

Additionally, under Section III.A.2.i, covering Guidelines for Selection of All Materials, it states:  

Quality, inclusivity, and diversity in the collection, including balanced presentations of 

controversial issues. We believe that these policies ensure our collection represent varied 

backgrounds, fostering empathy and understanding. By offering inclusive materials, we meet the 

needs of all our users, address historical imbalances, challenge bias, and empower marginalized 

voices.  

The library also has a seat on the DEISJ Committee under our College Senate. This committee is 

tasked with examining the foundational practices and the systems in place on campus and actively 

searching for evidence of abuses of power, inequality and inequity, and bias and discrimination on 

campus and within the community by examining hiring practices, teaching practices, administrative 

practices, and other policies and practices that lead to discriminatory outcomes.  

D E I  S P O T L I G H T :  M O R R I S V I L L E  

https://www.morrisville.edu/library/special-collections/sheila-johnson-diverse-voices-collection


SUNY Morrisville Library’s Adam Saunders and Angela Rhodes were at the forefront of planning our 2024 Solar Eclipse 

events on and leading up to April 8th. On March 1st, speaker Matt Fagan from the Syracuse Milton J. Rubenstein 

Museum of Science & Technology (MOST) was on campus to talk about the eclipse. The event was free and open to 

students, faculty, staff, and the public. Following that, we provided transport to a private presentation at the Colgate 

Hung Visualization Laboratory (VisLab) on March 25th. The presentation, titled “Following the Shadow of the Moon: 

Scientific and Cultural Perspectives from around the Globe,” allowed students to explore the historical significance of 

solar eclipses and learn about their profound impact throughout history. Finally, on the day of the eclipse, we were out in 

our academic quad passing out free solar eclipse glasses, showcasing a scale model of the inner solar system at 

1/536,870,912 scale, providing helioscopes and sunspot viewers, among a number of other amazing activities. While 

we were not in the path of totality, we still had an amazing view of 99.3% totality with an incredible turnout of attendees. 

Instruction librarian Adam Mizelle will be giving a lightning talk at the upcoming SUNYLA 2024 

Conference. The talk, titled “Threads of Assessment: Frameworks and Artifacts,” will summarize one 

year of work building tools and procedures for Information Literacy Assessment in order to comply 

with the new SUNY General Education (GE) framework at SUNY Morrisville. By connecting SUNY GE, 

campus Institutional Learning Objectives, and the ACRL Framework for Information Literacy, a three

-division working model of information literacy is articulated: of discovery, value, and use.   
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Adam Mizelle  

M O R R I S V I L L E  

Adam Saunders 

Lights, Camera, Action! 

Nassau Community College’s A. Holly Patterson Library became the backdrop for an Apple TV thriller. 

The film production crew for Severance Season 2 began filming on the library’s third floor as well as on 

other parts of campus during the first two weeks of April. It was exciting to see the process unfold and, 

although there weren't any cameos from our Library staff, they did invite some students to be extras. 

Maybe they will be back for Season 3. We will keep you posted! 

N A S S A U  

Lisa Errico 

The Sojourner Truth Library held its annual Celebration of Faculty Authors event on 

March 6th. 17 faculty were honored at the event for publishing book-length works in 

their areas of expertise. This event is designed as a space for colleagues to observe the 

time-intensive work of publishing book-length works while teaching and mentoring 

students. Congratulations to the Library Dean’s Office for organizing another fantastic 

event!  

The Art x Books pop-up swap between STL and the Dorsky Museum continued into the Spring 

semester. The Spring exhibit is Global Connections, which focuses on multiculturalism and race in 

the works of artists Isami Doi, Winold Reiss, Miguel Covarrubias, and Aaron Douglas. Library 

student assistant Abigail Rosenthal curated the book display and introduction that accompanies 

the museum exhibit. See our library Instagram (@sunynplibrary) for a short video of Abigail talking 

about the exchange. 

(Continued on page 26) 

N E W  P A L T Z  

Chrissy O’Grady 

Celebration of Faculty Authors event  

Art x Books pop-up swap  

https://tv.apple.com/us/show/severance/umc.cmc.1srk2goyh2q2zdxcx605w8vtx
https://www.instagram.com/sunynplibrary/
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(Continued from page 25) 

Associate Librarian Madeline Veitch co-presented with undergraduate students Catharine Casey-Wagemaker, Noelle 

Sullivan, and Abigail Rosenthal at the Southeastern NY Library Resource Council’s SENYCon. Their presentation was 

titled “Books in the Museum, Art in the Library! A Pop-up Swap Pilot at SUNY New Paltz” and discussed the pop-up swap 

program between the Sojourner Truth Library and the Dorsky Museum. A recording of their presentation can be found on 

the SENYCon LibGuide. 

Senior Assistant Librarian Chrissy O’Grady and library student assistants 

Ripley Butterfield and Gabriella Franzese collaborated on our annual Poem in 

Your Pocket Celebration. We received over 60 poems authored by faculty, 

staff, students, and community members. This year's poems and poems from 

previous years can be viewed online on the pocket poem LibGuide. We also 

hosted a Poem in Your Pocket Celebration on April 18th. The event included poetry writing, poetry reading, and hot 

beverages and food. 

Librarian Kristy Lee, Librarian Colleen Lougen, Librarian Stephan Macaluso and Associate Librarian Madeline Veitch are 

co-investigators on a format survey. The study is designed to collect information about book format preferences (ebook 

versus print) among users of the Sojourner Truth Library at SUNY New Paltz. Survey results will be used alongside usage 

data to make evidence-based decisions about which formats the library should collect most heavily, and to discern 

whether there are significant differences in preference and/or usage across students and faculty from different schools, 

or with regard to different types of materials. 

Two librarians will be on sabbatical leave during the 24-25 academic year. Madeline 

Veitch, Collection Development and Zine Librarian, will be on sabbatical leave July-

December of 2024 to work on a collaborative research study on ebook vs. print book 

usage across disciplines. Librarian Kristy Lee will be on a sabbatical leave in Spring 

2025, to do research on controlled digital lending and best practices in SUNYs and other 

higher education institutions using Alma-D and related platforms. 

Poem in Your Pocket Celebration 

(l-r) Madeline Veitch, Kristy Lee  

In April, Milne Library hosted a reception for 2023 SUNY Oneonta graduate 

Stephanie Mallen, the artist who created For Old Time's Sake, which is installed in 

the library lobby. This art installation, coordinated by Lori Wienke, Acquisitions and 

E-Resources Librarian, focuses on the college student’s perspective of time, and 

features thrifted/sourced clocks, paintings, wooden sculptures, mirrors, and other 

mixed media objects.  

Lori Wienke also coordinated an exhibition of art focused on disability in the 

International Lounge at Hunt Union, which was on view from April 19-26. A 

collaborative effort between the Folks with Disabilities (FWD) Affinity Group and 

the Student Neurodiversity Club, this display featured art created by faculty, staff, 

and students that responded to the prompt, “What Does Disability Look Like for 

You and Those You Love?” 

O N E O N T A  

Alayna Vander Veer  

(t-b) Art installation by Stephanie Mallen; 

“What does disability look like” art exhibit 

https://libguides.senylrc.org/SENYCon
https://newpaltz.libguides.com/pocketpoems
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In March, Jill Locascio presented at the 2024 Electronic Resources and Libraries conference (ER&L). 

Her presentation, “Using Google Colab and Alma’s Analytics API to create a Library Data Dashboard,” 

was awarded runner-up prize in the Technology from Sage Innovators Award which recognizes 

technological innovations in e-resources librarianship. 

O P T O M E T R Y  

Jill Locascio 

Coulter Library held a De-Stress Fest in the library on May 1st. This included a lemonade stand, therapy dogs, and a nine

-hole mini golf course in the library.  

Lisa Hoff will be on the panel discussion “Teaching Credit-Bearing Library Courses on D2L Brightspace and In-Person” at 

the upcoming SUNYLA annual conference. 

Tim Saka will also be presenting at the SUNYLA conference—“Interactive Activities for One-shot Classes.” Go and attend 

this great presentation.  

Jennifer Messie joined the Coulter Library in April as a new Library Clerk II. Jennifer previously worked at Seymour Public 

Library in Auburn NY. Coulter Library is glad to have her. 

O N O N D A G A  

Tom Mazza 

The Feinberg Library Undergraduate Research Prize was awarded this year to Redia 

Spada for their paper, “When the Mountains Speak in Tongues: Protestantism and the 

Impact of Pentecostalized Religion on Guatemala,” written as a course assignment for Dr. 

Ryan Alexander (History) HON499 Advanced Honors Project, Fall 2023. The Honorable 

Mention Award was given to Sagan Martin for their paper, “The Historiography of the 

October Revolution in America and Russia, 1918-2023: A Comparative Review,” written 

as a course assignment for Dr. Ryan Alexander (History) HIS385 Advanced Historical 

Practices, Fall 2023. Funding for Feinberg Library Undergraduate Research Prize is 

provided through the charitable support of the Plattsburgh College Foundation. Learn 

more about the Prize online. 

Feinberg Library participated in the campus #HealWithIt Campaign which has students 

(including student library employee Journie Odell) working to create a culture of 

inclusiveness and teach students, faculty, staff, and the community about the eight pillars of wellness (physical, 

emotional, social, spiritual, intellectual, environmental, vocational, and financial). 

The library hosted a table on the second floor near the reference area, with the “Dear Stranger” campaign 

and distributed the forms for people fill out. It also hosted a mental health awareness read-in in the 

reading room. 

Jill Locascio  

P L A T T S B U R G H  

Michelle Toth 

(t-b) Redia Spada & Sagan Martin 

receive undergrad research awards 

https://library.plattsburgh.edu/research-and-write/feinberg-undergraduate-research-prize
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Cayan Library at SUNY Polytechnic has been fortunate to hire two new staff in the spring semester. Susan Webster 

started in the role of Library Evening Operations Assistant on February 29th, and a new Student Success Librarian is 

under contract to start the first week of June.  

Susan Webster is spearheading the library’s StressLess end-of-semester activities, including coloring, board games, and 

jigsaw puzzles. The library also hosted Easton the Therapy Dog throughout the month of April, and co-hosted a Study 

Sunday event with the Educational Opportunity Program. 

In March, Allison Fiegl, Library Resources & Services Manager, completed the Library Juice Academy course Introduction 

to Cataloging. 

Librarian Rebecca Hewitt is chairing the 2024 SUNYLA Excellence in Scholarship Award committee for the second year. 

Nominations for this award, which recognizes work published in the calendar year 2023, are being accepted through 

May 9th via form on the SUNYLA website. Fellow judges are Hilary Wong (Cortland), David Schuster (Binghamton), 

Chrissy O’Grady (New Paltz), and Louise Charbonneau (Mohawk Valley), and past winner Laurel Scheinfeld (Stony 

Brook). 

P O L Y T E C H N I C  

Rebecca Hewitt 

Greetings and salutations from the Purchase College Library! 

We have had an eventful Spring semester with many successful events. Lorraine Laprade, our amazing Student Success 

Librarian, spearheaded our first-ever Edible Book event. Students and Faculty competed to create book(ish)-themed 

treats inspired by their favorite book titles, authors, and/or characters. We 

had 15 amazing entries and over 40 people attended the event. Some of 

the entries— the HAM-let Ham Prince, Lord of the Rings Lembas bread, Harry 

Potter sorting cupcakes, and Creepy Carrots. We hope to host this event for 

years to come. 

And as finals week approaches, we will be holding button-making (always a crowd favorite) tables, open study halls with 

snacks, and De-Stress pop-up collaboration events with our Counseling and Residential & Student Life department. And 

of course, no finals week is complete without an appearance from our much beloved Lego table.   

We are also in the process of acquiring new friends (a.k.a. hiring for two positions): Acquisition and Collections 

Coordinator, and Head of Circulation Services. Lots of exciting developments on the horizon! 

P U R C H A S E  

Jaime Neudecker  

Edible Book entries 

SUNYLA SWAG!  
Get your SUNYLA gear at:  

www.cafepress.com/profile/sunyla 

https://sunyla.org/excellence-in-scholarship/
https://www.cafepress.com/profile/sunyla
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S T O N Y  B R O O K  

Jennifer DeVito 

Caterina Reed is the new Academic Engagement Librarian at Stony Brook University Libraries. She 

originally joined Stony Brook University Libraries in 2020 as an Instructional Support Associate in 

Content Acquisitions and Services, and has now moved into this tenure-track library faculty position. 

Caterina has published a number of articles and a book chapter, and has presented at national and 

regional conferences on literary and library topics. She is a managing editor of the International 

Journal of Information, Diversity, and Inclusion, and a peer reviewer for Library Resources and 

Technical Services and Library Leadership and Management. Caterina has an MS in Information 

and Library Science from the University at Buffalo and an MA in English from Stony Brook University. 

Louis Rodriguez joined the Stony Brook University Libraries as a part-time Evening and Weekend Supervisor on March 

29. Louis has extensive experience in management and operations and holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business 

Management from Touro University in New York, NY. 

Stony Brook University Libraries welcomes Joan Delgado. Joan (pronounced Joe-on) is an 

Instructional Support Associate at the Health Sciences Library. He has been with Softheon as a 

Senior Client Operations Analyst for the past 2 years and is a graduate Research Assistant for the 

University of North Carolina. Joan holds a bachelor’s degree in communication from the CUNY 

School of Professional Studies and is currently working on obtaining his MLIS from the University of 

North Carolina at Greensboro. Joan Delgado 

S U F F O L K  

Joan Cook 

On April 10 and 17, SCCC Librarians Kerry Carlson, Susan Wood and Deborah Provenzano welcomed 

more than 120 participants to STEM Day 2024 events at their respective campus libraries. Student 

presentations demonstrated applications of machine learning, robotics, engineering projects, geology, 

the mathematical application of origami and more. 

Librarian and artist Sheila D. Fox and Biology Professor and faculty advisor for the 

Environmental Club, Dr. Pamela Lynch were awarded a $1000 Legacy Fellowship Grant from 

the Retirees Association of Suffolk Community College. Their funded project is entitled “A 

Fabric Repaired Helps the Earth to be Spared (TM/SM, Sheila D. Fox).” It is an eco-art 

workshop that reflects the current movement in ‘Visible Mending’ with its focus on non-

hidden stitching that can repair and creatively embellish a damaged garment that would 

otherwise be thrown away. The workshop imparts the values of promoting artistic expression 

and, as well, protecting the environment from the toxic chemicals used in the textile industry 

and reducing the enormous quantity of fabrics that normally end up in our landfills.  

STEM Day 2024 

Visibly mended jeans 

Caterina Reed  
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After 30 years of service to the library and the College, Lucy Yang retired in February 2024 

from her position as Coordinator of Information Delivery Services.  

The library offered various displays during spring semester, including one to commemorate 

Earth Day and Earth Week, in collaboration with the student Sustainability Club. We 

highlighted various books and videos and also showcased digital slides of international art 

responding to climate change (artwork procured by the Sustainability Club in collaboration 

with Carol Hockett from Cornell University). Our online guide provides more information, and 

relevant books and videos can be viewed online.  
Earth Day/Earth Week display 

T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D  

Karla Block 

We’re excited to share that Elise DeAndrea has accepted a new role as our Head of Archives and 

Special Collections! Elise has been with the library since 2019 as our Archivist and Special Collections 

Librarian, and we’re thrilled to see her bring that knowledge, experience and insight into this new role. 

We’re also excited to welcome Cheryl Clancy as our new Administrative Assistant. Cheryl will be 

transferring to us next month from another department at Upstate—we’re very glad to have her on 

board! 

Stephanie Helsher, our Resource Sharing Librarian, has been elected Chair of MLA’s Resource 

Sharing Caucus. Congratulations, Stephanie! 

Laura Benjamin, our Access Services Librarian, coordinated with the Onondaga County Health 

Department to offer a Narcan training session earlier this month. It was very well-attended and well-

received, with a lot of interest in the library offering more sessions.  

Laura Benjamin and Elise DeAndrea are coordinating the library’s annual On My Own Time art exhibit. The exhibit will 

run from May 6-24, and will feature some great work in everything from paintings to photography to fiber arts.  

U P S T A T E  M E D I C A L  

Michelle Bowers 

(t-b) Elise DeAndrea, 

Stephanie Helsher 

Women’s History Month 

The President’s Committee on the Advancement of Women’s and Gender Equity, co-chaired by librarian Yvonne Rode, 

hosted a “Tea and Talk” with author Dr. Frances Bartkowski, for a conversation about academic life, creative pursuits, 

parenthood, and the quest to achieve work-life balance. This event was sponsored by the Joseph & Sofia Abeles 

Endowed Faculty Chair for Library Science. Library Technician and Adjunct Librarian Anthony Reda gave the introductory 

welcome for the Women's History Month 2024 Closing Reception. The event recognized two recipients, Dean Carmen 

Martinez Lopez, and Prof. Christine Timm for women who advocate for equity, diversity, and inclusion and their impact 

on our campus community.  

Eclipse Encounter 2024: A Celestial Spectacle for SUNY Westchester 

Librarian Yvonne Rode also prepared a library display and research guide for the 2024 solar eclipse 

with information about eclipse viewing, additional resources and the eclipse in history for students, 

faculty, staff and the college community.  

W E S T C H E S T E R  

Rebecca Steere  

Early-14th C. eclipse  

https://tc3.libguides.com/earthweek
https://suny-tcc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01SUNY_TCC:01SUNY_TCC&collectionId=8173850840004859
https://library.sunywcc.edu/Eclipse2024
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